Unabridged Minutes of the February
2003 Meeting
Lightly falling snows and dropping temperatures got
the better of a large portion of our membership this
evening. It seems to me cabin fever would have driven
more folks out. Only 22 members were present, two of
which, Fred and Dan Schlesinger, were new to the
organization. During the introductions, they mistakenly
mentioned that they do not presently own a military
vehicle. I don’t know how he does it, but Dave Coward,
perched way off in the farthest reaches of the meeting
hall, heard that statement and immediately tried to sell
them something. Heaven only knows what.
President Randy Emr dropped the gavel at 8:01 PM
in what turned out to be the first of several “sucker” calls
to order. His ploy was to seduce some unsuspecting sole
to volunteer to take the minutes for the evening. Gary
Schultz (no relation to one of our favorite Hogan’s Hero
characters), our official secretary, was nowhere to be
found. Yours truly, Bob Rooke, mistakenly broke the
extended silence when Randy pleaded for a volunteer for
the task at hand, and the rest is history.
The gavel dropped again at 8:04 PM, followed by a
heart felt recitation of the Pledge of Allegiance to our
glorious flag. According to Randy, I believe the flag we
saluted had flown briefly over the site of the World Trade
Center disaster on September 11, 2000.
Treasurers Report: Last weeks minutes were
approved, as I hope these will be too, and then Ellen
Moore, our Treasurer, took the floor to wow us with her
grasp of basic numbers manipulation. It took about 24
seconds for her to lose me. The only reason I have the
following numbers to report is because she knew I would
stumble and graciously made a copy of her report for me
to refer to!
First, last months cash flow. Our starting balance was
$2,721.69. Expenses were: pizza $80.00; Michael’s
Crafts, $191.22 (for the 4 Lifetime Membership Plaques);
Dave Steinert’s Newsletter expenses, $213.48; American
Legion meeting fee, $50.00; Castle Printing (for copies of
the Club’s By-Laws, and tickets and flyers for the Swap
Meet), $238.41; an ad placed in Military Vehicles
Magazine, $240.00; and finally Midwest Embroidery (for
Club sweatshirts), $654.56. Total expenses: $1,667.67.
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Income received since last meeting was as follows:
the mysterious “B Company” 50/50 and decal sales,
$55.00; Pizza, $87.00 (yes, we actually made a $7 profit
on our junk food habit!); Patch sales, $4.00; Shirt sales,
$10.00; Membership dues, $433.00; and the monthly
meeting 50/50, $70.00. Total income was $659.00. Net
cash flow for the month was a loss of $1,008.67, leaving
us with a balance under lock and key of $1,713.02.
Ellen finally took a breath leading us all to believe we
could now move on, when suddenly, she started in again
with our YEARLY cash flow figures. Last year, 2002, we
took in the following: from Parades, $5,050.00; 50/50’s,
$366.50; Memberships, $990.00; Shirt and Patch sales,
$844.00; Jacket sales, $360.00; Vittles, $291.00; a “Jeep
Sale”, $101.00; Company “B” (here it is again), $136.00;
Truck Show, $200.00; donations for the Jeep
Restoration, $138.12; Dash Plaques, $18.00; and finally
the March 2002 Swap Meet, $2,101.76. Total income for
the year was: $10,596.38.
Disbursements for the year 2002 were: Rental for
monthly Meeting Site, $300.00; Club Insurance, $300.00;
NJ State Tax Fee, $15.00; Donations to Worthy Causes,
$670.00; Awards, $351.22; Vittles, $276.30; Sven’s
Picnic,
$575.00;
Parade
Committee,
$142.83;
Newsletter, $1544.22; Miscellaneous Printing, $181.26;
Shirts and Patches, $1,866.49; Jackets, $1,534.17; Jeep
Restoration, $610.00; Website, $107.00; Water Buffalo,
$126.20; and the 2002 Swap Meet, $345.00. Total
expenses for the year were: $8,944.69. This gave us a
net positive cash flow for the year 2003 of $1,651.69.
(MEETING MINUTES continued on page 2)
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Committee Reports

show. They offered us free admission if we agree to
provide them with a vehicle display.
Frank also addressed the proposed convoy to the
Vietnam Memorial at the Garden State Arts Center. Two
possible dates were thrown out, June 7 and June 21.
After the requisite banter and the fall of the gavel, Randy
made a motion that June 21, 2003 be used as the date.
Harvey Lawshe seconded the motion and that was that.
Frank will contact the N.J. State Police with regards to
convoying down the Garden State Parkway. If permission
is granted, Frank suggested that vehicles rendezvous at
the rest area immediately after the Raritan River Bridge
on the south bound side of the Parkway.

Website Committee: Our “Web Master”, George
“Arachnid” Wagner, was unable to make the meeting,
so there was no official report presented. George would
be pleased to know however, that several unsolicited
comments were made, before being gaveled down by
our fearless leader, about how great the site is and what
an asset it is going to be to this Club. As a matter of fact,
our two new members present this evening knew nothing
about our club before finding the web site; it was their
inspiration to join!

Newsletter Committee: Dave Steinert, our newly
appointed (or did he, ugh, volunteer?!) Editor-In-Chief,
was unable to attend the meeting. I was afraid he had
fried his brain after such an upstanding job on the last
publication. His absence frustrated many of the men and
women in attendance because we all wanted to
commend him on a job well done. Adjectives such as
talented, phenomenal, excellent, outstanding, and boneheaded (I do not know where that one came from) were
used to describe Dave’s abilities and the most recent
issue of the Newsletter. The content was fitting and
apropos to our Club and it’s interests and very flattering
to us all. Roving comic commentator, Dave Coward,
reminded us all to submit articles and photos to our
Editor for future issues.
Vehicle Restoration Committee: We all knew that
Committee Chairman, John Sobatka, was with us in
spirit even though his svelte physic was unable to join
our group for the meeting. Fortunately Randy, who is
always in spiritual touch with members of his executive
committee, was able to cover for John. It was reported
that the “Mutt” has taken up residence in Randy’s back
yard. Near as I can see the only good thing about that is
at least it does not need food or water and won’t jump the
fence.

Gun Truck Committee: Co-Chairman, Mark Jezewski,
reported that John Peterson had donated two MX6707
antennae bases to the truck project. Mark expressed sincere
appreciation for his generosity and added that they are still
looking for an MX2799 (I think!) antennae base. This unit was
the predecessor to the MX6707. Later this week the crew will
be purchasing the steel armor plating for the truck. I was told it
would be 3/8” thick and weigh in at about 2600 pounds! This
truck may never move from the sight on which it is built! Gun
Truck lapel pins are still for sale at $5.00 a pop. They are quite
nice looking and an excellent way to make a subtle
contribution to the project. (Note: Once our Club attains its
tax-exempt 501-C-3 status, then even these contributions could
be deducted from your taxes.)

2003 Swap Meet Committee: Spearheaded by Jim
Moore, he encouraged as many as able to sign up as
project leaders and assistants for the “Show of Shows”;
there promises to be something for everybody to do! For
instance, volunteers are needed to serve in 2 1/2-hour
increments behind the Admissions and Headquarters
tables and folks are needed for the teardown and clean
up on Sunday/Monday. Randy is looking for some
assistance setting up and placing display vehicles on the
“Great Lawn”.
Once again, Keith Adams offered to run the 50/50 on
Saturday though he does want helpers and a bullhorn,
not necessarily in that order. We are still looking for
someone to undertake the 50/50 sales and drawings on
Sunday and possibly Monday. The Gun Truck crew will
be trying to undermine Keith’s profits by undertaking a
50/50 drawing of their own. Regardless, donations, of
“quality items” are needed for these drawings.
(MEETING MINUTES continued on page 3

Parade Committee: Co-Chairman Frank Eichenlaub
said things were beginning to heat up and it would not be
long before we once again became inundated with
requests for vehicles. Memorial day will be a biggy. Our
presence has been requested in the East Hanover,
Morris Plains, Livingston, Netcong Borough, Randolph
th
Township, and Clark parades. On Saturday, May 24 at
the East Hanover High School, there will be a U.S.O.
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has graciously reserved 12 tables for their use.
Apparently business was outstanding for them last year
and they hope to once again capitalize off the popularity
of this much-anticipated event. Jim mentioned that there
are still 57 inside tables available (total # 115) and at
least 53 outside slots remaining. Anyone who can think
of potential vendors for the show should give Jim their
names so they can be properly solicited.
Helpers are wanted for the table and tent set-ups on
th
st
March 20 and 21 at the Dover Armory. Ellen Moore,
who may be getting “moore” than she bargained for when
she married Jim, is handling vendor check-ins and would
like some assistants if possible. Members are also
needed to offer aide if and when vendors need help
setting up. I understand that this can be quite the
lucrative task in that it gives you a good “pre-show”
preview of the stuff coming in for sale. I was led to
believe by the cryptic undertone that this statement
generated, that many items sold at last year’s show went
from one trunk to another, never making it to the
showroom floor!
Someone mentioned that last year a vehicle was
brought in for sale….and sold, (what a show!). We all
decided that should that happen again this year, a flat
$10.00 fee would be charged for each vehicle exhibited
for sale at the show. Vinnie Schwartz has done a
marvelous job choreographing signage and direction
signs and was given enough praise to keep him going
until after the show, when we no longer need him!
Free Show passes were made available to members
to “dispense with discretion”. Finally, Jim mentioned that
next months meeting will be “Show Oriented” and we will
really begin to zero in on what needs to be done to
finalize the event.

Again, should we have our tax-exempt 501-C-3 status
then, these donations would be fully deductible under the
law. It has been said that sometimes this is a great way
to unload something you have been having a difficult
time selling for the price you “know” its worth.
Speaking of donated items, Bob Rooke mentioned
that last year he received several substantial cash offers
for some of the items up for grabs in the 50/50, in
particular a military uniform of some sort. Even though it
was raffled off, it was felt that it may have been wiser to
sell the item for the $200.00 offered than allow it to be
raffled off (100- $2.00 tickets, would have had to been
sold to realize that much income. Think of the time and
energy saved as well.). Short of having a bona fide live
auction on site (which should be considered in future
years), it was suggested that all items submitted for the
50/50 be inspected prior to the show and assessed as to
their true “street” value. Anything considered “valuable”
could be priced and sold individually at one of the Club
tables.
Bob also suggested that assorted “penny”
candies be displayed for sale near the entrance to the
Armory. Candy appeals to nearly everyone, it sold like
hotcakes last year, and besides, it has a profit margin not
even a bookie would sneer at!

Boonie Cruising With Randy Emr: Randy briefly
commented on the up coming off road “convoy” he has
planned. It will be this Sunday, February 16, 2003 in the
Pine Barrens. Participating vehicles and riders will be
meeting at 5:45 AM. The jaunt is expected to take all day
and promises to be lots of fun. Randy also has a quarry
ride currently in the works. The details will be presented
at some future date.
Old Business: On the forefront of the list was the
increase in Club dues, from $10.00 per year to $20.00.
Dave Ahl was not present to reiterate his strong
opposition to the increase. Randy reported that Dave
wanted it noted, for the record, that he fully expects Club
membership to drop by 40% as a result of the increase. It
was noted in the short succinct discussion that ensued
that the vast majority of Club members (approximately 45
pro, and 2 agin’ as recorded at last months meeting) are
for the change and believe it to be fair and equitable.
Good thing too. Ellen Moore ran a few numbers for us
and determined that presently, it costs the Club $18.35 to
carry each member for a year! Take about the law of
diminishing returns.
(MEETING MINUTES continued on page 4)
To date, Jim has sold 58 inside tables and 16 outside
vendor slots, very commendable. Beachwood Canvas
MTA of NJ Newsletter
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The now defunct “Should We Raise The Dues
Committee”, chaired by Bob Rooke, sent a 2-page
report to Randy recommending that our Executive
Committee, by authority of our By-Laws (copies of which
were handed out at the meeting), make a binding
decision for the Club with regards to the dues. As our
elected representatives, it is their responsibility to make
the decision for the rest of us. Randy polled the eight
Club officers and received an initial 6 to 2 vote in favor of
the change. After the polling booth had closed, one of the
dissenters recanted his vote and changed it to an “aye”. I
do not know how above board that sort of thing is but it
“sort of made” the final vote 7 to 1 for.
The new dues schedule will be: $20.00 per year for an
individual, and $25.00 per year for a family (two adults
and all children under the age of 18). The Dues
Committee also suggested that a Life Time Membership
category, costing $400.00, be considered.
These
members would be issued a special certificate and
membership card. If treated as a donation, the payment
would be tax deductible under our pending 501-C-3
classification, taking a lot of the sting out of such a
substantial outlay!

Fort Lee Gun Club met the first Monday and most of the
guys belonged to that as well.
Dennis went on to tell us that he was “elected” the first
President, Harold was the Vice President, Jack Tensen
was the Treasurer, and Charles Gausten was the
Secretary. I guess back then they had no need for the
muscle and threatening demeanor of a Sergeant of
Arms! A barn owned by Jack in Parsippany (try to find a
barn there now!) was the sight of the second meeting. By
the time March 1974 rolled around there were 27 names
on the roster. Only 8 of those original 27 are still
members of the MTA today: Ted Bromage (living in
Maine), Ollie Kenen (Nevada), John Marko (PA),
Harold Ratzburg (NJ), John Vetter (Vermont), Marc
Ziegler (NJ), Frank Buck (the wilds of PA), Dick Ivory
(NJ), and Pete Berendsen (NJ). Both Dick Ivory and
Pete Berendsen joined the Club in 1978. Any of you
poor displaced soles that feel like dropping us a line for
the newsletter we would love to hear from you!
It was later disclosed that Peter DeBella, owner of
one of the finest jeep part supply businesses in the
galaxy used to be a member of our illustrious Club. Too
bad we can’t draw him back in. Maybe the discounts he
felt he had to offer us as compatriots with a common
cause were eroding his bottom line. In 1987, Dennis
started Military Vehicles Magazine, an outstanding
publication I might add. He later sold it to Dave Ahl who
in turn sold it to Kraus Publishing. There was no mention
of any of this being done for a profit. Dennis received a
nice round of well-deserved applause when he
concluded his presentation.

New Business: Dennis Spence gave us what
amounted to one the most interesting presentations we
nd
have had year to date. Granted, this is only our 2
meeting this year, but then, you have to start
somewhere. Dennis is the Founding Father of the MTA.
He presented us all with a brief typewritten history of the
club (as well as the newest catalog, hot off the presses,
from Portrayal Press) and then proceeded to clarify
some of the statements he had made in his transcript.
These are our roots, so pay attention.
It all began in Bloomfield, NJ, back in the late 1960’s,
when Dennis started a club called the “Boondock
Blazers”, dedicated, he had hoped, to “military, jeep type
stuff”. Well, as is so often the case, the membership got
misdirected (remember, it was the 60’s) and began
pursuing headers, dual exhaust, glossy paint, and, dare I
say it, chrome! This was not to Dennis’s liking so he set
out to make things better. He contacted a group of guys
in California interested solely in military vehicles and
soon learned that the closest member of their club to
Dennis lived in Buffalo, NY! This would not do, so he
began networking by contacting friends of friends in the
Boondockers and rallied enough interest to actually stage
a “military club” meeting. This was in the fall of 1972. The
first issue of our newsletter, The Motor Pool
Messenger, Volume 1, Number 1, hit the streets in
January 1973. Dues were $10.00. Can you believe they
could get away with such high dues?!
Anyway, choosing a place to meet was the next issue
at hand. As luck would have it, a relatively young and
handsome, impressionable new member by the name of
Harold Ratzburg stepped forward and offered his home
in Parsippany for the first meeting. It must have gone well
because Dennis and Harold still sit at the same table
together. Monday evening was the only time that most of
the guys seemed to have free to meet. They soon
learned that it had to be the second Monday of the month
because, according to Pete Berendsen, back then, the
MTA of NJ Newsletter

For The Fun And Good Of Us All: All evening long
Harvey Lawshe sat across from me with a look on his
face not unlike that of an MTAer who had just won the
lottery and had been given permission by his wife to use
the funds to build a new 5 stall detached, heated garage,
with a loo, and fill it with any military vehicles of his
choice! It turns out, now don’t go jumping to any hasty
conclusions here, that good ‘ole Pete Berendsen was
responsible for putting that look there.
(MEETING MINUTES continued on page 5)
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White, having just had knee surgery, is home from the
hospital going through rehabilitation. Feel free to drop
him a line.
Sheila Zelaskowski, presently our direct connection
to the intricacies and operational “SNAFU’s of the
military, sent Randy a letter from Basic Training that he
selectively read to us from. It seems Sheila is now
proficient at tossing grenades and discharging an M16
rifle. Doesn’t she realize that there are many more far
less combative ways to keep men at bay? She also said
that, just for laughs, they saw fit to use a jeep that looked
remarkably similar to the one owned by Ed Pavlick, for
incendiary grenade practice! (Sheila, just a word of
advice. Be careful what you put in those letters to Randy.
He likes to read them to us just to make us jealous!)
Cards and letters can be sent to Sheila at her new
location:
Spc. Zelaskowski
A Co. 1/222 AVN RGT 68 N
Ft. Eustis, Va. 23604

You see, Harv has undertaken what amounts to a full
restoration of his M38-A1 jeep. All was going well until
he came to the vehicle’s data plates. They looked like,
well they didn’t look like what they were supposed to, and
he knew he had a big problem on his hands. To those of
us that like authentic restorations, putting a reproduction
newly stamped data plate on a vehicle just doesn’t cut
the cheese. (No, I won’t comment) So, if you recall, last
month Harv groveled before us all pleading for any
advise, at all, that would help him return his original data
plate back to a legible state. This stirred the troops up
and a lot of snickering, sarcastic laughter, and
sympathetic commiserating to his plight followed.
Suddenly, out of the din and blur of olive drab came a
cool, calm, but assertive, “I have done that before.”
(Note: No exclamation mark.)
Who but someone tied in directly with the Almighty
could possibly be able to achieve such a feat??? Pete
Berendsen raised his arm, and gave us all his Cheshire
Cat smile. Will wonders never cease? The rest is surely
military vehicle history and a grand reflection on the
members of our Club.
Apparently, Pete had returned Harvey’s data plate to
him just before the meeting looking, quite possibly, better
th
than new. To Harv it was like Christmas and the 4 of
July all rolled into one. To top it off, despite the hours of
precision labor and dedication Pete put into this labor of
love, he wanted NO remuneration from Harvey. In turn,
Harv promised to make a donation to the Gun Truck
project in appreciation.
Secretaries Sermon: In this day and age of everyone
trying to make a buck off anything they can, this gesture
surely deserves recognition. This is not the first (and I
hope not last) time I have seen this happen in this Club.
Gestures like this speak volumes about our integrity and
what we think about each other. Last month, Mark
Jezewski gave me a fine piece of WW2 trench art for my
museum, even though I still haven’t been able to arrange
a time for him to stop by and visit it! Harold, Dave
Steinert, Dave Ahl, Randy, Frank, John Sobatka,
Pete, and myself, just to name the few that I am aware
of, have all willing shared their expertise and artifacts
with others, expecting nothing more in return than
appreciation and a heart felt thank you. If we can’t help
each other out, all professing the same basic interests,
what the hell good are we?
End Of Secretaries Sermon: Anyway, back to the
story. I asked Pete how he did it. I hope I get it straight
but it seems he used a fine grade steel wool to subtly
clean off the entire plate, removing everything, but being
careful not to score the brass or diminish the three
dimensional relief of the lettering. Then he spray-painted
the entire surface with flat, black enamel. Once dry, he
took a small jewelers swab with nothing but a wisp of
steel wool on its end and began removing only the paint
covering the raised tops of the letters, numbers, and
drawings on the plate. Did I mention that this was all
done under a microscope?! The final product was worthy
of framing. Everyone was duly impressed.
With that, Randy moved to the center of the room, just
to throw us off guard and twist our necks in a different
direction, and made a few comments of his own. Jack
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Randy has been going around the community
soliciting corporate sponsors and donations for the 2003
Swap Meet. Costco, BJ’s, and Walmart have all
contributed either memberships or gift certificates. Be on
the look out for other businesses you may have ties to
that would be willing to donate to our cause.
Finally, just as I was about to fall to the floor
succumbing to the pain of carpal-tunnel syndrome,
Randy gaveled another fine meeting to a close. It was
9:06 PM. Thank God.
Respectively Submitted by Robert C. Rooke, Jr.,
Secretary at Large

THE DATE FOR THE 2003 CONVOY TO THE NEW
JERSEY VIETNAM MEMORIAL HAS BEEN SET FOR
st
SATURDAY, JUNE 21 2003. RAINDATE WILL BE
th
SATURDAY, JUNE 28 2003. FRANK EICHENLAUB
WILL HAVE MORE DETAILS AT THE MARCH MTA
MONTHLY MEETING.
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task ahead of him…so just give him a call or talk to him
at a meeting to let him know you’ll be there for him.
Let me update you on the MTA non-profit status. In
the past, the MTA non-profit status has only complied
with the guidelines of the State of New Jersey but not
with the Federal guidelines. It’s taken sometime, but we
are currently working with a lawyer that was suggested
and paid for by Jude Meehan to legally get a non-profit
status for the MTA at the Federal level. As a result of
negotiations between Jude and his lawyer, the IRS, and
myself the IRS have stated at this point they will not
penalize us. Ed Pavlick and I made a recent trip to
Central Jersey and met with Jude to sign legal
documents that would begin the process to get our nonprofit status. As part of the process, a check for $150
from the MTA was issued to the US Treasury. The
process should be completed in the near future and the
MTA will be legally non-profit at the Federal Level. This
single venture is arguably the most important milestone
to happen to the MTA since its inception. When this
process is complete the MTA will be a legal non-profit
organization. The MTA can legally accept donations and
have more freedom with its finances. I need to say
without club members like Jude Meehan and his lovely
wife Amanda, this milestone might not have been
reached. Jude and his wife have contributed a lot of their
own money and time to reach this goal. If you have any
questions, please give me a call…if I don’t have a correct
answer at the time…I WILL GET BACK TO YOU WITH
ONE! You can always count on me to respond to your
questions.
I’m looking for some help. I will be setting up a MTA
Membership Table at the Red Ball Military Vehicle Club
st
nd
Swap Meet on March 1 and 2 at Jim Thorpe, PA.. I
could sure use some help setting up, manning, and
dismantling the table at this show and other events that I
plan on attending in the future. I could also use some
help at our monthly MTA meetings. I usually get to the
meetings an hour before hand to set up a MTA club
table. Please give me a call if you would like to help.
PLEASE I REALLY NEED THE HELP!
If you want to be heard or have something that needs
to be said at a meeting, please see me before the
meeting starts. I will write it in on the meeting schedule
and put it in its proper place on the agenda. Please a
notice to all: I can only call so many people. I’m always
calling different members daily…please if you need some
information about a club event or you have a problem
regarding the MTA…please give me a call. I really want
to hear from everyone and I do care what you think.
Some of you may notice I like to get things done quickly.
I don’t believe in “red tape” and silly politics. I tell it like it
is and I expect or at least hope to get it back straight and
truthfully. I never mean to be disrespectful to anyone and
I enjoy good conversation and the opinions of those who
may not agree with me. That is how we grow as human
beings and that is how the MTA grows. Change is
important…change is inevitable…if you ignore it…it will
NOT go away!
Let’s have a great Spring Show and thank you!-Randy and Jesse.

NOTICE: The MTA would like to hear from their
Associate members who live in other parts of the
country. We would like to see what kind of military
vehicle(s) you own or are restoring. Please send us a
quality photo of your MV with your name, address,
and description of the vehicle and a little info about
yourself. We will publish it in one of the future
newsletters. Send photo and info to:
MILITARY TRANSPORT ASSOCIATION OF NORTH JERSEY

P.O. Box 393
Budd Lake, NJ 07828

The President’s Message
I realize that the main reason I’m currently the
President of the MTA is because nobody else had the
time or wanted the position. But what I didn’t realize at
the time of volunteering for this position was how proud I
would become representing such an awesome group of
people and being involved in such a great hobby. When I
initially volunteered for the office of President of the MTA,
I told the membership that I would do my best to build
and improve on the foundation of the organization. Well
between being involved in Cub Scouts, coaching football
and my fulltime duties with my job and family I have
continually put the MTA at the top of my priority list. A
day doesn’t go by without phone calls with other
members of the MTA discussing upcoming plans for
events, additions or modifications to the newsletter and
website or just checking on the health of a “fallen”
member. I talk regularly with our Parade and Events CoChairman, Frank Eichenlaub about the ever-growing
parade schedule. The MTA Show Chairman, Jim Moore
calls to remind me of a overlooked task. Jim’s wife Ellen,
our treasurer, does a great job keeping me informed on
our financials. I email George Wagner, the MTA
Webmaster, constantly with suggested updates and
modifications to our awesome website. I recently
discovered that our young looking Secretary, Gary
Schultz was a member of the MTA when he was 18
years old. Today Gary is 42 years old and is doing a
professional job recording our meeting minutes. I don’t
want to embarrass our Newsletter Editor, Dave Steinert,
but he is an extremely talented person who has raised
the quality of the Motor Pool Messenger to a new level.
Our Sergeant-at-Arms, Mark Jezewski and Ed Pavlick
have taken on the ambitious MTA Gun Truck Project.
Jude Meehan has stepped forward as the new
Commanding Officer of Bravo Company and Keith Bodo
is his XO (Second-in-Command)
Most clubs have only a few involved in the operations
of their organizations. The MTA has everyone involved.
So many members are stepping forward to take a piece
of the action…. it’s just awesome! Maybe you’ll be next?
There’s always room for more. I know a lot of members
don’t want to commit to a specific task at the MTA March
Show and are just going to come and help out when they
can. That’s perfect…that’s what we need. Just let Jim
Moore know that you’ll be available. He has a pretty big
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*Headquarters...This is Bravo Company!"
By Dave Steinert
Over the last several years the MTA has welcomed active members from
central New Jersey. At first there were only a few members from that area who
would travel the long distance to participate in any of the MTA sponsored
events in northern New Jersey. As the MTA membership grew and our
activities and events began to extend to larger areas of northern New Jersey,
the club began to attract more members from the central part of the state.
Understandably, it is difficult for these central NJ members to attend the MTA
monthly meetings in Whippany unless a wayworn member wanted to spend a
night at the local Howard Johnson. Over the last year there has been
discussions about creating a separate MV club for central NJ members. But the
consensus from these sectional members was that they did not want to create
their own club, but remain a part of the MTA.
There was a large contingent
of central Jersey members at
last October*s MTA/National
Guard Open House Show at the
Armory in Somerset, NJ. A few
of these members, including
John Peterson, approached
MTA President Randy Emr
about creating an extension to
the MTA for members living in
the central New Jersey area.
Included in these discussions
was the Commander of the
Somerset
National
Guard
Armory, Colonel John Dwyer.
Graciously,
Colonel
Dwyer
offered the Armory in Somerset
as a monthly meeting location
and thus the creation of B
Company or as per current
military
jargon...Bravo
Company.
The first organized meeting
of B Company was held on
Wednesday, November 2nd 2002 at the Somerset Armory. There were
approximately 15 members in attendance at that first meeting. It was agreed
upon to have their monthly meetings on the Wednesday following the regular
MTA monthly meetings. Randy Emr volunteered to facilitate each meeting and
update B Company on what was review at the MTA HQ meeting. The meetings
include a lot of informal MV talk and a 50-50 drawing. Since the first meeting,
the B Company meetings have been averaging about 20 to 25 members. John
Peterson is working hard to spread the word in that area of the state about the
MTA*s B Company. There seems to be a lot of interest for B Company to grow
and expand in that area of the state. The 2003 MTA/National Guard Open
House Fall Show at the Somerset Armory will be organized and operated with
the help of B Company.
MTA members and guests are welcomed to attend the monthly meetings.
They will be held on the second Wednesday of every month at the Somerset
National Guard Armory, 1060 Hamilton Street, Somerset, NJ. Meetings
generally start at 7:00 PM. The Motor Pool Messenger will include minutes
from B Company*s meetings.

Meetings, parades, and events
officially sanctioned by the
MTA are listed in BOLD
UPPER-CASE TYPE. Other
events are listed in standard
upper and lower case type
.
Monday, March 10th: MTA
MEETING. American Legion
Post, Whippany, NJ (7:00 PM
eats & videos, 8:00 PM
meeting).
Wednesday, March 12th; B
COMPANY
MEETING,
Somerset
National
Guard
Armory, 1060 Hamilon Street,
Somerset, NJ. (7:00 PM
meeting)
Sat-Sun, Mar 22-23: MTA
SPRING SHOW, National
Guard Armory, Clinton Street,
Dover, NJ. Swap meet, MV
show, demos, more. Sat. 8:00
a.m-7:00 p.m., Sun. 8:00 a.m.12:00 noon.
Saturday.
March
29th,
Meadowlands Militaria Show,
Boys Club of Union, 1050
Jeanette Ave., Union, NJ. 9:00
AM-3:30 PM.
Monday, April 14th: MTA
MEETING. American Legion
Post, Whippany, NJ (7:00 PM
eats & videos, 8:00 PM
meeting)
Wednesday, April 16th; B
COMPANY
MEETING,
Somerset
National
Guard
Armory, 1060 Hamilon Street,
Somerset, NJ. (7:00 PM
meeting)

These are the times that try men's souls. The summer soldier and the sunshine
patriot will, in this crisis, shrink from the service of their country; but he that
stands it now, deserves the love and thanks of man and woman"-Thomas
Paine(1737-1809)
MTA of NJ Newsletter
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The Real MVs of the MTA-Part II
By David Steinert
The Motor Pool Messenger continues with its tribute to the
military veterans of the MTA.
“The willingness with which our young people are likely to
serve in any war, no matter how justified, shall be directly
proportional as how they perceive the veterans of earlier
wars were treated and appreciated.”-George Washington
The MTA salutes Dick Ivory of Union, NJ. He has been an
active member of the MTA since 1978 and was recently
honored with a lifetime membership to the organization. Dick
was 17 years old in 1944 when he attempted to enlist as a
radio technician with
the US Navy. Not
being able to achieve
high scores on the
entry exam resulted
in him not being
accepted.
On
th
December 24 1944,
Dick received a draft
notice from Uncle
Sam. Ironically he
would be inducted
into the US Navy on
th
February 5 1945.
Dick was sent to
the Bainbridge Naval
Training Center in
Port
Deposit,
Maryland for 9 weeks
of
basic
training.
Bainbridge began as
a navy recruit training
center in 1942 and closed on March 31, 1976 after 34 years
of service. Dick went on to additional training as a radioman
at Bainbridge. He was then transferred to the US Naval
Terminal Island Base, at San Pedro, California. During his
time here the atomic bombs were dropped on Hiroshima and
nd
Nagasaki resulting in Japan’s surrender on September 2
1945 and the end of World War II
In October 1945 the USS Hancock docked at San Pedro
where some of its wartime crew was relieved of their duties.
The USS Hancock CV-19 was an Essex Class aircraft carrier
named in honor of the famed statesman, John Hancock. The
John Hancock Insurance Company offered to pay for the ship
if it was named Hancock. The carrier was launched on
th
January 24 1944 at the Bethlehem Steel Company in
Quincy, Mass. She was formerly commissioned into the Navy
th
on April 15 1944. After it’s commission, the USS Hancock
was destined for the Pacific Fleet. By the time she had
reached San Pedro in 1945, the carrier was a proven veteran
of WWII and had the battle scars to show for it. The USS
Hancock and her crew were involved in the battles for the
Philippines and Iwo Jima. She was damaged by an explosion
st
on January 21 1945 and was damaged again by a
th
Kamikaze attack on April 7 1945. Her record included 723
enemy planes destroyed, 17 warships sunk, 31 merchant
MTA of NJ Newsletter
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ships sunk, 10 enemy planes downed by ship’s guns and 221
shipmates either killed or missing.
While docked at San Pedro in October 1945, the USS
Hancock’s hangar deck was retrofitted with an additional
4000 bunks. Dick was now assigned to the USS Hancock as
a cooler tender on its boiler system. The USS Hancock was
sent out to sea again as part of Operation “Magic Carpet” to
bring home the soldiers, sailors, marines and nurses who had
served valiantly on the islands of the Pacific. The carrier
made trips to Saipan, Guam and the Philippines. Over the
next several months Dick and the USS Hancock would
transverse the Pacific Ocean bringing home the country’s
gallant men and women. On one of these trips, Dick became
a “Shellback”, an “old” sailor who has crossed the Equator a
few times by ship. He will always remember the horrors of
war from seeing the destruction in the city of Manila while on
liberty on New Year’s Day, 1946.
After it’s duties for Operation “Magic Carpet” was
complete, the USS Hancock served as a training carrier for
new Air Groups from San Diego and Alameda Naval Air
Stations in California. Dick enjoyed watching the planes take
off and land while on “smoke watch” on top of the ship’s
stacks, the highest point on the carrier..
In June of 1946 the USS Hancock docked at Puget
Sound Naval Shipyard, Bremerton, Washington and Dick was
relieved of his duties. He was discharged from the US Navy
th
on July 9 1946 at Lido Beach, Long Island, NY. The USS
th
Hancock would be de-commissioned on May 9 1947 and rest
designated an attack carrier CVA-19 on October 1 1952,
th
then re-commissioned on February 15 1954. She would be
involved in operations throughout the Vietnam War until
th
being de-commissioned on January 30 1976.
Today Dick and his lovely wife, Helen can be seen at
MTA sponsored events with his 1942 GPW Navy Jeep.
The MTA salutes Ed Pavlick of Stanhope, NJ. Ed has
been a member of the MTA for several years. It was
th
February 25 1966 when he received his draft notice
welcoming him to the US Army. Ed was 20 years old. He
received 8 weeks of basic training with an additional 6 weeks
of truck driving training at Fort Dix, NJ. As a result of the
truck driving training, Ed became proficient with the use and
operation of the M54A1, 5-ton cargo truck. At the time, many
of the trucks that were used for this training at Fort Dix were
from the Korean War era.
In June of 1966 Ed was transferred to Fort Campbell,
Kentucky. At Fort Campbell he received advance training for
deployment overseas. He then traveled to Oakland,
th
California where on September 27 1966 he boarded the
USS General Weigle. The USS General Weigle was a WWII
Troop Ship and on this particular voyage it held 2500 soldiers
with its final destination being Qui Nhon, Vietnam.
th
On October 25 1966, Ed arrived in Qui Nhon, a city in
the central highlands of South Vietnam. At this time the
“police action” in Vietnam had escalated to a point where
there were approximately 325,000 US troops stationed in
VietNam. Ed was assigned to the 8 Group, 54th Trans
Bn., 669 Transportation Company, stationed at Camp
Addison in Cha-Rang Valley, South Vietnam. For the next
year, Ed’s home alternated between a tent and the cab of a
5-ton M54A1 cargo truck. His duties included daily convoy
March 2003

runs from Qui Nhon, to Ankhe to Pleiku and Bong Song
hauling supplies and ammunition to the frontline forces. Ed
spent Christmas Eve 1966 sleeping in the cab of his truck at
LZ (Landing Zone) Hammond with his Christmas dinner
being some C-Rations. As the months dragged on and the
days became a blur, Ed continued his routine of transporting
supplies on the back of his M54A1. The cliché “Time passes
quickly when you’re having fun” may not pertain to Ed’s
situation, but his commitment of a one-year tour of duty in
Vietnam was quickly approaching. In fact he was looking
forward to his last day of driving in a convoy and leaving the
tropic
conditions
of
Vietnam.

nd

On September 2 1967, Ed and his M54A1 were part of a
110-vehicle convoy that was returning on Route QL19 from a
delivery of supplies to the city of Pleiku. The convoy was on
its way back to base camp in Cha-Rang. Ed and his M54A1
were positioned towards the back of the convoy as it entered
Mang Yang Pass. This stretch of Route QL19 was
affectionately nicknamed “Ambush Alley”. As the convoy
snaked its way through Mang Yang Pass, a firefight erupted
when the front of the convoy was heavily attacked by the
NVA (North Vietnamese Army). Seeing the “Kill Zone” ahead,
Ed quickly grabbed his flak jacket and helmet. A M16 rifle
was within easy reach. Military Police quickly reacting to the
situation, directed the rear of the convoy to collectively turn
their trucks around and head back towards Pleiku. Ed quickly
got his M54A1 turned around and made it safely back to
Pleiku. The next morning the surviving members and vehicles
of the convoy headed back towards base camp at Cha-Rang.
This time as the convoy entered Mang Yang Pass, the
destruction of the previous day’s firefight could be seen.
Seven American soldiers were killed, 21 wounded and 45
trucks were destroyed. Ironically this was Ed’s last duty as a
driver in a convoy in Vietnam.
After this incident the US Army adapted the concept of the
Gun Trucks to escort the convoys to and from the frontlines.
The Gun Trucks were hybrid 2-1/2-ton and 5-ton cargo trucks
that were retrofitted with heavy armor and machine guns.
They were manned by specially trained crews to react to
NVA and Vietcong attacks.
th
On September 25 1967, Ed left his company at
Camp Addison and took a flight to Fort Lewis, Washington.
He remained with the army until his discharge on February
MTA of NJ Newsletter
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28 1968 at Fort Knox, Kentucky. Today, Ed can be seen at
MTA sponsored events driving his heavily armed M151 jeep.
He is Co-Chairman of the MTA Gun Truck committee and is
actively involved in Vietnam re-enactment groups and
veteran organizations.
The MTA salutes Jack Pellington of Kinnelon, NJ. Jack
has been an active member of the MTA since 1994. He grew
up, as a kid in Butler, NJ and it was the fall of 1965 that he
received a letter from Uncle Sam asking him to report to the
Selected Service Office in Morristown, NJ. Jack had just
th
th
turned 20 years old on October 13 . On November 10 1965
he reported to the Selected Service Office and it was
determined that Jack was going to be inducted into the army.
He boarded a bus that afternoon for a trip to the Reception
Center at Fort Dix, NJ.
At Fort Dix the process of induction into the army began.
Jack received a nice stylish haircut, nice new olive drab
clothes, shoes, boots and a big canvas bag to put all of his
“goodies” in. For the next two weeks he and his fellow
recruits slept in unheated wooden barracks that were
constructed during WWII. They received inoculation shots for
the prevention of all kinds of unheard of diseases. Jack would
complain of “writer’s cramp” from the numerous tests he was
ask to take to determine his future occupation in the army.
But because of the large number of recruits being inducted
into the army in 1965, his destination for basic training had
not yet been determined.
Finally it was determined that Jack would take basic
training at Fort Hood, Texas. He was assigned to 1st Platoon,
nd
Company A, 2 Battalion, 66 Armor, 2nd Armor Division.
Here he would learn the “tricks of the trade” and more. Jack
was surprise at how cold it was in Texas during the winter
months. He was asked to attend O.C.S (Officer’s Candidate
School), but he declined. He would graduate from basic
th
training on January 30 1966.
th
On February 18 1966, Jack reported to Fort Bragg, North
Carolina for A.I.T. (Advanced Individual Training). He was
trained in communications as a radio/telegraph operator. The
training involved wiring and use of telegraph keys, the
networking of field phones and switchboards and learning
proper radio procedure. While at Fort Bragg he received Top
Secret Clearance and was requested once again to attend
O.C.S. Jack kept the Top Secret Clearance and declined the
O.C.S. After A.I.T. training he stayed at Fort Bragg until June
th
16 1966.
At this time the army let Jack go home on leave for a few
weeks so that he could relax and prepare himself for his next
assignment in a nice tropical paradise—Vietnam. He flew out
rd
of Newark Airport on July 3 1966 and landed in California.
Once in California Jack made his way to Travis Air Force
th
Base were on July 9 he boarded a C140 Cargo Plane and a
day later arrived in Pleiku, Vietnam.
At Pleiku, Jack and his comrades disembarked the C140
and were directed to board a Chinook helicopter. They were
then flown to An Khe, Vietnam where they were put on a bus
and driven to an unknown destination. The bus would finally
stop in front of a sign that read “Welcome to the Republic of
th
Vietnam, 526 Replacement Company”. Their journey would
continue later that day when they were loaded onto a deuce
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and half and taken on a roughly constructed road to their final
destination...the base camp of the 1st Cavalry Division. Jack
had been assigned
to Battery C, 1st
th
Battalion,
77
st
Artillery, 1 Cavalry
Division, Airmobile.
This assignment
left Jack scratching
his head. None of
his previous training
was
in
artillery.
What in the world
was he doing here?
He questions
a
battery clerk who
tells him because of
his
Top
Secret
Clearance, high-test
scores and training
in communications
he
has
been
assigned to the
communications
section. But the communications section is already overmanned so he’ll be reporting to the FDC (Fire Directional
Center) section. By the end of the day, Jack is with an
artillery battery five miles from the base camp. The battery
commander tells him not to worry, that he will be trained later.
He tells Jack for now his orders are to help supply 105MM
ammo to six howitzers and to make sure they never run out
of ammo-no matter what happens!
Over the next 22 days, the artillery battery moves six times.
Jack has helped clear a few LZ’s (Landing Zones) with C4
explosives. He has pulled perimeter guard duty day and
night, humped several thousand rounds of 105MM ammo
and has been expose to sniper fire three times.LIFE IS
GREAT!!
th
On August 5 1966, Jack is told to report to the FDC tent.
Finally he is going to learn FDC procedures…wrong, wrong
and wrong! He is told to gather his gear and catch the next
chopper to the FO (Field Observation) section. Now he has
become a RTO (Radio/Telegraph Operator) for the recon
nd
th
sergeant and is attached to Company A, 2 Battalion, 12
st
Cavalry, 1 Cavalry Division. Jack is informed that he will be
carrying a PRC-25 radio for the recon sergeant and they will
be doing search and destroy missions, air assaulting from
one area of operation to another…search and
destroy…chopper ride…search and destroy…chopper
ride…and so on.
Within a short period of time, Jack finds out that his recon
sergeant is going to be rotated home. Jack is informed that
he will be the recon sergeant’s replacement. Not having the
experience calling in artillery adjustments and air support
concerns Jack, but he is told he will get proper “on the job
training”. By September of 1966, Jack is not only the recon
sergeant, but he has to carry his own damn radio!
For the remainder of his one-year tour of duty, Jack works
the search and destroy missions in the Central Highlands of
Vietnam, from the South China Sea to the border of
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Cambodia. He was always on the first sortie of choppers in,
and on the last sortie of choppers out of a quick evacuation
situation. He was involved in 41 engagements, consisting of
everything from sniper fire to a four-day firefight with the wellrd
equipped 23 NVA (North Vietnamese Army) Regiment
where the odds were 15 to 1 in favor of the NVA. He was
involved in 6 or 7 nighttime firefights where one time his
company’s position was overrun. During his year spent with
Company A, the causalities for the Company were 40 KIA
and approximately 55 wounded. All but 30 days of his oneyear tour of duty were spent in the jungles of Vietnam.
th
Finally on July 5 1967, Jack boarded a cargo plane that
would take him to California. A commercial airliner would
than take him to Newark, New Jersey. He would spend some
time home on leave in Butler, New Jersey before being
th
officially discharged on November 9 1967. Looking back on
his experience, Jack says, “I was drafted…didn’t love the
military…didn’t hate the military. I went when I was called and
did my job. In Vietnam my job helped bring a lot of GIs home
alive. I saw less than some and more than others…we did
not have the choice. I don’t regret going and would do it all
over again if I had to.”
Today Jack has a couple of military vehicles not yet
restored, but he can be seen at many MTA sponsored events
and often drives one of Tom Weaver’s vehicles in parades.
Jack is also involved in other organizations that support our
US veterans.
(See the next issue of Motor Pool Messenger for PART III
of “The Real MVs of the MTA”)
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The following was submitted by Bob Rooke:
The name of the gentleman (who is now deceased) that
wrote the following was T/Sgt Edward J. Appoldt originally
from Brooklyn, NY. He fought with the 552nd Field Artillery
Battalion, Headquarters Battery.
Most of us in the club collect military artifacts of some sort.
For someone like myself who tries to uncover the history
behind an item and its "story", this short observation from
Sgt. Appoldt takes on significant meaning. This is from a
letter he wrote home to his mother and uncle .July 14, 1944
(Bastille Day in France):
"On one of my first trips, way up forward [in France], I
really got shaken up some. It seemed to me as though
everything I saw was dead. Cattle, domestic animals, people,
all dead, and fields uprooted as though by the hand of the
Creator. Whole villages destroyed, houses smashed beyond
repair, material burned and crushed, and equipment and
helmets dotting the fields like the poppies that they write
poems about. You know, a Jerry helmet makes a good
souvenir, and is an object that, if you sent one home,
everybody would try on and laugh and laugh and think it a
great joke. To me, who has seen where they come from and
the circumstances they are obtained under, everyone, means
a lifeless, torn, bleeding body, looking for all the world like a
bundle of rags. That is where helmets come from. Live jerries
don't throw them away and you can get a very good idea of
how severe casualties were for the hun when I say that
helmets are the easiest souvenirs to obtain. They are
everywhere. When the clean up wagon goes by to pick up
the dead, they strip the body of its heavy outer clothes and
equipment. Consequently, as you ride along you see these
bluish green jackets and coats all over the place. Usually
they are half buried under the mud by our vehicles as they
rush more and more troops to the front and they give a
cynical twist to the story of Hitler's supermen. I look at these
garments, all soiled and kicked aside and forgotten, and think
to myself, the owner of that coat is now as completely
forgotten and unimportant as it is. I guess that is where they
got that saying, "The paths of glory lead but to the grave."
Yes, Mom, they started out for world conquest and
'lebensraum' and all they got out of it was an ignominious
corner of one of the many fields over here. God damn that
guy Hitler, anything they do to him is too good for him.
Another day nearer victory, nearly gone by. Each
succeeding day brings me closer to you, and we'll do each
day, one at a time until it is over."

The MTA WELCOMES
members:

the

following

new

Kenneth Kublo of Brackney, PA
Douglas Rhodes of Long Valley, NJ
Dan Schlesinger of North Caldwell, NJ
Joseph Tomasello of Dorthy, NJ
Thomas Simpson of Harrington Park, NJ

“A real friend is one who walks in when the rest of the world
walks out”. -- Walter Winchell
MTA of NJ Newsletter
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Here is a list of some more names of actual Vietnam Gun TrucksMAVERICK, THE BIG KAHUNA, INVADER II, MACHO, OLD
GRAND-DAD, SNOOPY, THE ASSASSIN, KING KONG, THE
MERCENARY, THE JUSTIFIER, SATAN'S LITTLE ANGEL,
ANGEL, PROUD AMERICAN, ACE OF SPADES, BRUTUS,
THE UNTOUCHABLE, DEVIL WOMAN, PANDEMONIUM,
COLD SWEAT, MIGHTY MINI, LITTLE RESPECT,
BUDAH/GREEK GOD, THE GAMBLERS, THE HAWK,
POISON IVY, SATANS CHARIOT and BURKE'S LAW,
NOTICE: MTA SWEATSHIRTS HAVE ARRIVED. IF YOU
ORDERED A MTA SWEATSHIRT, PLEASE BRING YOUR
PAYMENT TO THE NEXT MONTHLY MEETING AND YOU
WILL RECEIVE YOUR SWEATSHIRT. PRICES ARE AS
FOLLOWS: ALL YOUTH SIZES ARE $15.00, ADULT
SIZES-SMALL, MEDIUM, LARGE AND EXTRA LARGE
ARE $15.00. ADULT SIZE 2XL ARE $17.00. IF YOU HAVE
ANY QUESTIONS, PLEASE CALL FRANK EICHENLAUB
AT 908-276-3412.
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Military Transport Association
Of North Jersey
P.O. Box 393
Budd Lake, NJ 07828

Military Transport Association of North Jersey
A Chapter of the Military Vehicle Preservation Association
The Military Transport Association of North Jersey is a
non-profit organization for people interested in collecting,
restoring, displaying, and operating historic military vehicles.
Members of the club participate in 15 to 20 parades every year
as well as educational events, militaria and truck shows,
rallies, trail rides and visits to veteran’s homes.
Members also participate in projects such as restoring a
jeep for the National Guard Museum, the National Night Out,
USMC Toys for Tots campaign, fund raising for the National
WWII and Korean War Memorials, Boy Scout projects, and
National Guard recruiting campaigns.
Meetings are held on the second Monday of every month at
the Whippany American Legion Hall, Legion Place, Whippany,
NJ. You can come between 7:00 and 7:30 p.m. to eat pizza,
sandwiches and enjoy other refreshments. Beer and wine is
available from the Legion Hall. The meeting starts at 8:00 p.m.
and is normally over by 9:00 p.m.
Join the MTA now and receive:
•
12 issues of the Motor Pool Messenger newsletter.
•
FREE classified sales and want ads in the newsletter.
•
Notices of parades and events in which you can
participate.
•
FREE annual picnic and FREE annual pizza party.
•
FREE MTA embroidered patch (when you attend an
event).
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To join the Military Transport Association, send this form (or
the same information on a blank sheet of paper) with $20.00
annual membership dues to the address below. Dues are for
the calendar year.
Name________________________________________________
Address______________________________________________
City, State, Zip_________________________________________
Telephone (________)__________________________________
Email________________________________________________
Military vehicle(s) owned________________________________

Mail completed application with $20.00 annual dues to:

Military Transport Ass’n of North Jersey
P.O. Box 393
Budd Lake, NJ 07828
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