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ON THE COVER: MTA Member Andy Gamble of
Fairlawn, NJ sits atop his 1943 M3A1 White halftrack at
this year’s Battle of the Bulge re-enactment at Fort
Indiantown Gap, PA. (photo courtesy of John Dwyer).

President………………..….….Randy Emr, 973-770-6629
Vice President…………...…John Sobotka, 973-398-3692
Recording Secretary……..…Gary Schultz, 908-852-4520
Corresponding Secretary….……Dave Ahl, 973-285-0716
Treasurer…………….………..Ellen Moore, 973-514-1250
Sergeant at Arms……….…Mark Jezewski, 973-228-7086
Parade/Events Coord….Frank Eichenlaub, 908-276-3412
Newsletter/Membership……Dave Steinert, 973-347-9091
Web Master………………George Wagner, 973-927-7616
Dover Show Chairman………...Jim Moore, 973-514-1250

Deposits
Swap Meet Table Rentals

$1150.00

Ending Balance

$1977.25

Restoration Committee -Committee Chairman John
Sobotka reported that Dan Janquito of Beachwood Canvas
called and asked about measuring our M718 ambulance
because he has an order for canvas from someone down
south and ours is the only intact vehicle in the area.
Work on both the ambulance and locomotive are on
temporary hold until after the March show. There was some
discussion along the lines of “wouldn’t it be neat if we could
display the locomotive at the March show?” But no one
leaped forward with a plan to transport it to Dover.
Web Site Committee -Webmaster George Wagner noted
that information about both our March show and the Battle
of the Bulge re-enactment is on the web site.

NOTICE: The March 2004 MTA monthly meeting will be
th
held on Monday, March 8 at the Whippany American
Legion
Post,
Legion
Place,
Whippany
NJ.
Refreshments at 7:00 PM-Meeting at 8:00 PM.

Minutes of the Military Transport Association
Meeting for February 9th, 2004
The meeting was called to order at 8:03 p.m. by
President Randy Emr. After the salute to the flag, Mr. Emr
called attention to some nice large posters that had been
donated to the club by Jack McDevitt.
The minutes from the January meeting were not
approved nor disapproved but simply ignored.
Treasurer Ellen Moore gave the treasurer’s report.
Starting Balance: $2087.61

Newsletter/Membership Committee-Editor Dave Steinert
thanked Bob Rooke and John Dwyer for their
contributions to February’s newsletter. He reported that
about 122 members had not renewed their membership as
of Feb. 11.

Disbursements
Dave Steinert (1/04 Newsletter Printing)
Adams Addressing (Postage for ¼ Newsletter
Randy Emr (Gifts and Tolls)
American Legion for January Meeting
Total Disbursements

$193.70
$109.15
$132.20
$25.00
$460.05

Deposits
January Meeting 50/50
Memberships
Antique Truck Society (Ray Bentley’s Show)
Food
Total Deposits
Club Treasury’s Ending Balance:

$55.00
$580.00
$200.00
$16.00
$851.00

$2,478.56

Special SWAP MEET Account for the month of January
2004:
Starting Balance:
$827.25
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Parade Committee-Chairman Frank Eichenlaub called
attention to the two sign-up sheets that were being
circulated for two St. Patrick’s Day parades in East Orange
and Sparta.
He noted that we have already received a number of
invitations to participate in Memorial Day parades and
asked for a show of hands of interest in a parade in
Garfield.
Mr. Eichenlaub also noted that we will again convoy to
the Vietnam Veteran’s Memorial on June 12.
An educational event at a high school was announced
for April 30. The school will provide lunch and it was
rumored that Bruce Kalin would provide dinner. Details to
follow.
East Coast MV Rally (nee Aberdeen Show)-This year the
show has moved to the parking area of the Cal Ripken
Stadium in Aberdeen. Fred Schlesinger asked whether we
would prefer to be on the paved area (dry and close to the
March 2004

HQ and exhibits) or on the grass (potentially muddy and far
away from things). There was some feeling that it would be
easier to erect tents on the grass than on asphalt, so grass
it is.
Col. John Dwyer will be the convoy commander
with the date for the convoy yet to be determined.
MTA Spring Dover Show-Chairman Jim Moore started by
“thanking” some unnamed members who put padding on
his gavel so that at show planning meetings it would not be
as disruptive to side conversations when he called for
attention.
Press releases have reportedly been mailed out by Col.
Dwyer. The large sign for the front of the Armory is
expected to be dropped off my Mr. Emr “shortly.”
Mr. Moore is looking for volunteers in three areas: (1)
food tent, (2) Club HQ table, and (3) help with
directing/parking display vehicles. He also needs help with
show set-up; a few people are needed Thursday and many
people are needed Friday.
Mr. Moore announced that he had flyers to hand out:
high-visibility yellow to hand out and white if you want to
reproduce it.
Mr. Moore had gotten information about trophies for
winning vehicles with the thought of getting 20 trophies
having the MTA logo and show information plus “Top 20" on
each. Trophies would cost about $9 each, which would
mean that we would have to charge a small amount ($5 to
$10) for show vehicles. Mr. Moore said that we could
probably get some local merchants to sponsor some of the
trophies. There was some grumbling about charging to
enter the show; Mr. Emr stated that people don’t want to
pay so we’ll just have certificates and no trophies. There
was then some question about whether or not to even have
certificates and the sentiment seemed to be yes as long as
it didn’t cost anything.
Mr. Dave Ahl suggested that we put a WWII jeep on the
dash plaque since that is the most widely owned vehicle by
club members. He didn’t think he had a suitable photo of a
member’s jeep and suggested that a generic WWII jeep be
used (of which he did have a good photo). There was much
discussion about this and it was finally agreed that
members who had good photos of their jeeps send them to
Mr. Ahl by Friday and he would choose the best one for the
dash plaque.
Old Business

None, nada, zilch.

New Business-Two new members were introduced. Peter
Schindo of Paramus owns an M38 and is involved in web
site design and Mike Murray from Rockaway owns a 5-ton
Diamond-T flat bed.
For the Good of the Club-Mr. Eichenlaub announced that
pennants are in and available for pick-up in exchange for
cash.
The meeting wound down to an inconclusive end at
about 9:15 p.m.
Respectively submitted by Dave Ahl, Corresponding
Secretary
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This year is the 60 Anniversary of the Battle of the
Bulge. This issue of Motor Pool Messenger is dedicated
to the men who fought in that historical battle.
The Battle of the Bulge which lasted from December 16,
1944 to January 28, 1945 was the largest land battle of
World War II in which the United States participated. More
than a million men fought in this battle including some
600,000 Germans, 500,000 Americans, and 55,000 British.
The German military force consisted of two Armies with ten
corps (equal to 29 divisions). While the American military
force consisted of a total of three armies with six corps
(equal to 31 divisions). At the conclusion of the battle the
casualties were as follows: 81,000 U.S. with 19,000 killed,
1400 British with 200 killed, and 100,000 Germans killed,
wounded or captured

The Battle of the Bulge January 2004
Fort Indiantown Gap, PA
By John Dwyer

nd

By December 22 1944, the Germans had completely
rd
surrounded Bastogne and on the 23 the German
Commander offered terms of surrender to General Anthony
McAuliffe, the acting Division Commander. His reply was
“Nuts.” Initially the German surrender delegation did not
understand the reply. Colonel Joseph Harper was given the
responsibility of relaying General McAuliffe’s response.
Colonel Harper replied, “The reply is decidedly not
affirmative – in plain English, it is the same as ‘Go to Hell.

As dawn broke over the hills of Pennsylvania, soldiers
shuffled out of wooden barracks and took their place in
formations on the snow-shrouded street. It was barely 20
degrees and everyone was stamping their feet to get the
circulation going in their already cold feet. Muffled curses
came from drivers as their cranking starters failed to turn
over cold engines. Here and there, stragglers rushed to find
a place in formation before they were noticed by their
NCO’s. Soldiers making last minute adjustments to their
webbing and packs, watching the enemy across the street
going through the same drill.
Enemy? On the same company street? Yes siree! This
was the scene at Fort Indiantown Gap, PA where more than
1500 World War II reenactors gathered from all over the
eastern US to stage the Battle of the Bulge from 29 January
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to 1 February. Soldiers representing American, British,
Canadian, German, Russian, and Partisan units were all
present for the event, which is one of the largest WWII
reenactments in the United States. They brought with them
more than 60 restored historical military vehicles ranging
from motorcycles, to jeeps, to halftracks and armored cars.
For this few days, Fort Indiantown Gap would be
transformed into a small part of Belgium in the winter of
1944.

The participants range in age from sixteen to more than
60 years old. To do this right you have to dedicate a lot of
time to training and equipment. Reenactors are required to
know basic soldier skills and tactics and to be uniformed
and equipped as a soldier would have been in 1944. For
the American soldiers this means wool OD uniforms, steel
helmet, M1 Garand rifle, khaki web gear, leather boots and
canvas leggings – a package that typically costs about
$1200 to basically outfit one soldier. For the German forces
it is roughly twice that cost – much, much more so if you
choose to purchase an automatic weapon, like an MP-40
submachine gun, for your impression. Blank ammunition is
25 to 50 cents per round and you can easily fire off
hundreds of rounds at an event. There are stringent
authenticity rules in this hobby – if it was not around in
WWII, you can’t use it – if you have non-authentic stuff you
are asked to correct it, or leave the event. (Happily, I must
report, this did not apply to poly-pro long johns!) To shoot
images at this event, I teamed up with a unit that represents
th
the 44 Infantry Division – a National Guard Division from
NJ and surrounding states mobilized for WWII. Several of
th
the members of the 44 are serving or former members of
the NJ National Guard.
Vehicles at the battle are required to be as authentic as
the soldiers. They are all privately owned and all of these
60+ year old trucks are carefully restored and equipped at
the owner’s expense. This typically is about $15,000 for a
WWII jeep up to more than $60,000 for a running halftrack.
When you factor in the costs of transporting, insuring, and
equipping these pieces, you know these people must really
love this hobby! It was certainly unique in my experience to
see a fleet of German motorcycles with sidecars with
Kubelwagens and Opel trucks loaded with troops in field
grey pass by. There were even three functional field guns at
the event.
MTA of NJ Newsletter
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As the frigid morning progressed, units marched to the
motor pool where some boarded a convoy of jeeps and
trucks, and others boarded busses, for a ride to the field
where the battle would take place. The terrain selected was
probably not unlike the Ardennes in 1944 – a foot of snow,
steep wooded hills, and narrow dirt roads. The Allied
objective, like in WWII, was to prevent an Axis
breakthrough. For several hours each day, both armies
would maneuver, patrol, skirmish, and engage in firefights.
For many of the soldiers, the cold, the confusion, the “hurryup-and-wait,” the sharp, quick actions all added to the
realism of the event. Who won? It was hard to determine
and not very important. For each soldier I spoke to, it was a
personal thing – having shared a very small part of what
other soldiers had done 59 years ago.

Back in the cantonment area, 1944 was also in
progress. Most of the barracks allocated for the event are
WWII era, and many units set their billets up as they would
have looked during the war. Rows of bunk beds were made
with wool blankets and crisp hospital corners. Footlockers
were neatly aligned and modern “stuff” was stowed out of
sight. Even the boogie-woogie music and pinups were
1940’s vintage. Some barracks were open to the public and
displayed in “inspection-ready” status with lots of WWII
period articles exhibited. Some units chose to live
completely in 1944, with all modern conveniences banned,
March 2004

others relaxed the standard after dark and brought out their
coolers and sleeping bags for the night. However you chose
to live all got to experience first hand the thrill of the lights
being thrown on at 5AM for reveille and the truly special
experience of a GI latrine in the morning rush.

For many participants, a big draw to this event is the flea
market. I can best describe it as an Afghan bazaar where
the contents of several nations’ quartermaster depots were
on sale. Vendors from across the US were selling the very
smallest items like period safety pins, to entire uniforms
with field gear. K-Rations to K-Bar knives. GI socks real
Russian maps. Big sellers were wool gloves, scarves, and
caps. You could enter the market a 2004 civilian and come
out a very well dressed and equipped1944 soldier (of the
country of your choice) after a couple of hours. It was a
place you could go broke as quickly as Vegas!

the safety and authenticity requirements. For further
information on the event go to: http://www.wwiifederation.org/

If the event is listed in BOLD it is a MTA Club sponsored
event. If attended it will count towards a free MTA
membership.
th

Saturday, March 13 2004-Sparta St. Patrick’s Day
Parade- -Sparta, NJ. Assembly Time: 9:30 AM. Parade
Start time: 10:00 AM. Assembly Area-TBD.
th

Sunday, March 14 2004-West Orange St. Patrick’s Day
Parade-West Orange, NJ. Assembly Time: 11:30 AM.
Parade Start: 12:15 PM. Assembly Area-Front of Town Hall
at corner of Mt. Pleasant Ave. and Main St.
th

st

Saturday, March 20 and Sunday, March 21 2004-MTA
2004 Military Swap Meet-Dover National Guard Armory,
Dover, NJ-For more information, see insert.
Reminder-Randy Emr will be selling MVPA items (Tshirts, hats, etc.) at the 2004 MTA Dover Military Vehicle
Swap Meet. Please contact Randy if your are interested
in any items.

As the camp broke up early Sunday morning and the
men and women headed home to catch the Super Bowl,
you could hear some complaining about the all of the hurryup-and-wait, or the noise in the barracks, or how cold it
was, or how little sleep they got. Some things never
change. Most agreed that to be part of event, to share that
common experience, to be in the moment of 1944, was well
worth the trip.
The Battle of the Bulge is an annual event, normally held
in January. To participate you must register and agree to
MTA of NJ Newsletter
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FINAL CALL-If your address label has “THIS IS YOUR
LAST NEWSLETTER” printed on it, this will be the last
MOTOR POOL MESSENGER you will receive. The MTA
appreciated your support in the past and welcomes all
future support. If there is a problem with your
membership or a misunderstanding, please contact me.
Please send $20 to the following address: MTA, P.O.
Box 393, Budd Lake, NJ 07828-Thank you! Dave
Steinert
(973)
347-9091
or
email
me
at
steinert@worldnet.att.net.
“He has the right to criticize who has the heart to help”Abraham Lincoln

March 2004

For Sale-Original 1941 blank Motor Vehicle Operator’s Permit. These are
the real thing originally issued by a 2nd Lieutenant with the 100th Ordnance
Battalion. Make a $10 contribution to the MTA and receive one “free”.
See/Ask Bob Rooke…(973) 656-1067. (1/04)
For Sale-Jeep CJ5 Roll Bar, asking $100. Call Tom McHugh (908) 8521964. or email tmmchugh@msn.com. (1/04)
If you miss a meeting and want to post an item in the Classified
Advertising column of the newsletter, please feel free to call Dave
Steinert at (973) 347-9091 or you can email him at:
steinert@worldnet.att.net
For Sale-Small 7.62 MM Ammo Cans, $5.00 each or Lots of 10-$3.00
each. Wanted-Vietnam militaria for re-enactment. We want to educate
people on what life was like for soldiers in Vietnam. Items are not for
resale. Ed Pavlick, (973) 347-3866, leave message (3/04)
For Sale-1986 Dodge Ram250 painted forest green, 318 V8 automatic
trans, 2WD, w/16.5 M880 wheels, great work truck, $900 or BO. 900 X 20
non-directional military tires, good take-offs for spares and trailers, $35
each. Call Bill at (973) 489-1012 or email bpeaslee@aol.com. (3/04)
For Sale- M37B1 with winch, good top, rear racks, very, very solid $5475,
DODGE M880 AMBULANCE- Rebuilt motor, nice appearance
$2500,.DODGE M880 Pickup-Cleaned and painted, new bed installed,
radio racks, side racks, very good tires, $3225. M52A2 5th Wheel tractors1 in stock, 4 coming in soon! M51A2 Dump truck, 5 ton, will be available
end January 2004. 715 1 ¼ ton - Nice body, bed, racks, tires, no engine
or trans., has title $1475. WRECKERS We have 4 – (2) M543A2 Multifuel
turbo (1) M816 Cummins 250 (1) M819 5th wheel style Cummins 250. ALL
ready to go! WINCH KITS & HARD TOPS & HEATER KITS FOR 2 1/2
ton and 5 ton. Tires- 11.00 x 20.00 Michelin XL radials mounted on 6 hole
rims for M35A2 Deuce & a Half -2 1/2 ton. Use to run SUPER SINGLES on
your truck $250 each. Water Buffalo trailer-400 gallon- In good
condition, painted 383 Green, $1500. M291A2C- 5 Ton- Expansible Van
truck, FRONT PTO DRIVEN WINCH, truck is in EXCELLENT OVERALL
CONDITION, Turbo diesel, 1,465 miles/412 hours, new soft top,
personnel/cab heater, Power steering, Truck has been serviced: Engine oil
& filters changed, fuel filters changed, chassis greased $8950. M35
SINGLE AXLE CONVERSIONS- CALL !
Pictures http://www.easternsurplus.net Contact: Dave Newman (215)
598-8227 or E-Mail: dave@easternsurplus.net. Major component repair
and replacement, and state inspection at our shop in Philadelphia PA.
(2/04)
For Sale-1985 Plymouth Grand Fury Military Police Car, runs, may need
some mechanical work, asking $1250 or BO. Call Gary Kuipers at (908)
813-0090
(2/04)
For Sale-1979 crew cab 4x4, 48k, has really good bed, cab is shot, four
good doors, front clip is good also, 400 needs a pan gasket, the 292 inline
runs good, $1800. 1986 2wd 3/4 ton p/u bed is in ok shape, cab is a bit
rusty, 350/700r4 runs but very poor both motor and trans need to be rebuilt
missing minor things, $600. 1986 M1008, 28K, 6.2 locked 400/208 14b
locked 60 4.56 gears, cab is in very good shape. Does not have a bed, has
a maintenance body on it, lots of good parts, 6.2 is locked up. about 20k
on truck, best offer. M1028 4k on new 6.2 and 208, rest of truck 22k needs
some minor body work $5500 OBO. Also there is a lot of 6.2 diesel parts to
go for parts to complete running motors. I have pics of the trucks to send
out. chevym1009@msn.com or if you want to call (908) 433-2249 I will
get back to you as soon as I can.
(2/04)
For Sale-1953 M37 wow, turns over but will not start (not getting any
spark), still has original waterproof electrical, glass is broken, has hard top.
Little rust in bed, tailgate bent, has troop seats. Have clear NJ title. Can
deliver at reasonable cost (up to about 150 miles or so). Asking $1200 obo
***MUST SELL BY 2/9/04*** Follow this link for photos:
http://photos.yahoo.com/bmh1. Call or email Brian at (856) 222-1910
bmh1@yahoo.com.
(2/04)
For Sale-Two 1-1/2 ton trailers-XM105A1 & M105A2, both in good shape.
$450 0r BO. Call Mike at (732) 356-2911 (1/04)

For Sale-1954 Willys CJ3B, typical rust, runs well, low miles with plow,
asking $2000-call Tom, (201) 866-5322. (1/04)
For Sale-1970 M35A2 Turbo full canvas, runs good, air shift front axle,
spring seat-$3500. 1970 M35A2 parts truck, major components remain, 3
axles, good cab, partial engine, rear bed-$1500. Parting out M50A2 water
tanker, will sell whole or just parts, call for details. For Sale-1987 Humvee
M998, 10, 400 miles-$24,000. Call Jude Meehan day or night at (732) 5285422. (1/04)
For Sale-1952 GMC M211 2-1/2 ton Cargo truck with 50 cal. MG.-$6000,
1958 M54 5-ton Cargo truck with gas Continental engine-$5500, 1969
M54A1 Mack diesel 5-ton Cargo truck with 50 cal. MG-$7000. 1945 Willy’s
MB Jeep, complete, runs- $4000. M151 Jeep curtains-$50 a set. Complete
M151 Jeep engine-$250. Heavy duty tow bar -$200. 1964 American La
France Fire Truck, Class A Spartan Pumper (1000 gals per minute).
Repowered in 1980 with a Detroit Diesel Engine 6-71N, new power
steering, new clutch, new air brakes, kept inside, good condition $6500. 3
heavy duty snatch hooks-$200. Qty 1, 8-foot pickup cap, $150. Three
M416 ¼-ton trailers, $250 each, 2 Water Buffalos, good condition, $750
each. Call Wally Carter after 7 PM (973) 366-5140. (2/04)
For Sale- 5 KW generator set overhauled by TEAD, has 254 hours on it,
asking $750, #1251, #1683 Bulbs common 24v bulbs for M-series etc.
NOS $10.00 per box of 10 Ziggy (732) 238-9398 or Akkibono@aol.com
(2/04)
For Sale- Delta Truck toolbox, resin / plastic construction, fits just about
every small sized pickup. Used, good condition, w/ key & locks, $35.00
OBO. Miscellaneous items for sale too; newer NBC Decon bottle/kit, old
gas torch, etc. Nothing special but see website for pictures and info, Call
George
at
(973)
927-7616.
http://home.att.net/~gmw.garage.sale/parts_for_sale.html
(1/04)
For Sale-Manuals for your military vehicle(s). Save shipping, I can bring to
MTA meetings. Call Dennis (973) 579-2886 or visit www.portrayal.com.
(1/04)
For Sale-Back issues of Military Vehicle Magazine. Running out of many
back issue numbers, so get them while you can. For a complete list of
remaining back issues go to www.SwapMeetDave.com. Dodge M37
Restoration Guide: 160-page book with restoration information,
comprehensive parts catalog, and much more. Reg price with shipping is
$25; price to MTA members only $18. Dave Ahl, 12 Indian Head Rd.,
Morristown, NJ 07960, (973) 285-0716, SwapMeetDave@aol.com.
Trade- A 1942 1-1/2-ton Chevy tow truck with an 80% restoration done.
Needs brakes, instruments, cab headliner. Trade for CUCV Blazer or

M151. Call Dave Ahl at (973) 285-0716. Pictures of tow truck on at
www.SwapMeetDave.com (1/04)
For Sale-1952 Chevy 1/2 –ton pickup, brass US Navy data plate on dash,
starts, stops, & runs, military oil filter on standard 215 flathead six cyl
engine, overall VG cond. $3500 or BO. NOS Vinyl tops for M151-2 avail,
$60 & $50. M151 wiper arms, NOS-$5 each. NOS 6V Dodge starters for
WC Series 1/2- & 3/4 –Ton-$100 each. Radio & vehicle mount-one RT67,
one PP112, one handset, one connector, one vehicle mount, came off a
M151-$200. Call Ron at (908) 927-1092. (1/04)
Wanted-CJ3A jeep body tub-call George Wagner at (973) 927-7616
(1/04).
Wanted-50 cal. Dummy Machine Gun for Display. Call Andy (201) 7963951. (3/04)
Wanted-CJ7 Jeep Body, any condition. Call Pete at (973) 236-2081. (1/04)
Wanted-Air Cleaner for WC ¾-ton Dodge. Call John Headley (973) 4793353. (2/04)
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Military Transport Association
Of North Jersey
P.O. Box 393
Budd Lake, NJ 07828

Military Transport Association of North Jersey
A Chapter of the Military Vehicle Preservation Association
The Military Transport Association of North Jersey is a nonprofit organization for people interested in collecting,
restoring, displaying, and operating historic military
vehicles. Members of the club participate in 15 to 20 parades
every year as well as educational events, militaria and truck
shows, rallies, trail rides and visits to veteran’s homes.
Members also participate in projects such as restoring a
jeep for the National Guard Museum, the National Night Out,
USMC Toys for Tots campaign, fund raising for the National
WWII and Korean War Memorials, Boy Scout projects, and
National Guard recruiting campaigns.
Meetings are held on the second Monday of every month
at the Whippany American Legion Hall, Legion Place,
Whippany, NJ. You can come between 7:00 and 7:30 p.m. to
eat pizza, sandwiches and enjoy other refreshments. Beer
and wine is available from the Legion Hall. The meeting
starts at 8:00 p.m. and is normally over by 9:00 p.m.
Join the MTA now and receive:
•
12 issues of the Motor Pool Messenger newsletter.
•
FREE classified sales and want ads in the
newsletter.
•
Notices of parades and events in which you can
participate.
•
FREE annual picnic and FREE annual pizza party.
•
FREE MTA embroidered patch (when you attend an
event).
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To join the Military Transport Association, send this form (or
the same information on a blank sheet of paper) with $20.00
annual membership dues to the address below. Dues are for
the calendar year.
Name_______________________________________________
Address____________________________________________
City, State, Zip_______________________________________
Telephone (________)________________________________
Email_______________________________________________
Military vehicle(s) owned_____________________________
Mail completed application with $20.00 annual dues to:

Military Transport Ass’n of North Jersey
P.O. Box 393
Budd Lake, NJ 07828
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