May 2005 MTA Meeting Minutes…….……...……..….Page 2
The May Day Trail Ride……………….…..………..…..Page 4
Picatinny Arsenal’s Open House………………….....Page 5
Classifieds……………………….……………………….Page 7

MTA of NJ Newsletter

Page 1

June 2005

th

ON THE COVER-This 1968 Mercedes Unimog Radio

Truck is owned by MTA member Andreas Rhomberg
(Photo courtesy of Dave Ahl).

MTA 2005 Officers and Staff
President………………..….….Randy Emr, 973-770-6629
Vice President…………...…John Sobotka, 973-398-3692
Recording Secretary……..…Gary Schultz, 908-852-4520
Corresponding Secretary….……Dave Ahl, 973-285-0716
Treasurer……………….…Ginnie McDevitt, 845-987-7896
Sergeant at Arms……….…Mark Jezewski, 973-228-7086
Parade/Events Coord.…Frank Eichenlaub, 908-276-3412
Newsletter/Membership……Dave Steinert, 973-347-9091
Web Master………………George Wagner, 973-927-7616
Dover Show Committee…….…..Art Swain, 201-387-8961
Fred Schlesinger, 973-228-7257
John Eklund, 908-753-6792
NOTICE: The June 2005 MTA monthly meeting will be held on
Monday, June 13th at the Whippany American Legion Post,
Legion Place, Whippany NJ. Refreshments at 7:00 PMMeeting at 8:00 PM.

Minutes for the MTA Meeting on May 9th 2005
th

ride scheduled for Sunday, June 12 . This trail ride will be
starting in Chester, NJ. See events insert in this newsletter
for more details.
Gun Truck Report: Ed Pavlick reports that the committee
is preparing the gun truck for the trip to Aberdeen on May
th
13th, 14th and 15 . Ed also mentioned that if anyone in the
club has an event where they would like the gun truck to
attend, let the committee know in advance and they will try
and schedule it into their calendar.
The Locomotive Restoration Committee Report: John
Sobotka reported that work on the MTA’s locomotive was
progressing slowly but surely. Work was being done on the
lights and a headlight switch was replaced. Future work
would entail painting the inside of the cab. John reported
that the next work detail would be advertised by email.
Newsletter Report: Dave Steinert thanked John Dwyer
and Wally Carter for their contribution of articles and
pictures used in the May newsletter.
Membership Report: Dave reported we are now down to
228 members as of May…members who haven’t paid at
this point were dropped from the membership list and the
electronic mail list.

The MTA meeting for May 9 2005 began with the
Pledge of Allegiance lead by MTA Vice President John
Sobatka at 8:04 PM followed by a moment of silence for
our soldier’s fighting around the world.
Treasury Report: Ginnie McDevitt reports the following:
( ) indicates deductions
As of April 30, 2005

Adpotees Club

Show

Beginning Cash Balance
Donation
Membership
Misc sales (magnet, t-shirts etc.)
Admissions
Mess Tent
Vendor Space
Interest Income
Supplies & postage
Pizza for Meeting
Printing flyers
Magnets
American Legion
Krauss Publications
Action Copy
Armory
Tables & chairs for show
Food
Misc expenses

$ 6,585 $ 5,701
50
400
178

$7,241

Ending Balance

$ 6,585 $2,717 $10,534

1,668
1,070
420
2
(184)
(41)
(77)
(260)
(100)
(186)
(340)
(500)
(1,285)
133
(640)

Parade/Events Committee: Frank Eichenlaub reports
that the next schedule club event is at Picatinny Arsenal on
st
Saturday, May 21 . He is expecting at least 40 vehicles to
be in attendance at this event. After the morning parade at
Picatinny, plans are being made for a display area for the
vehicles in the parking lot.
Frank also reports that the town of Montclair finally paid
for the MTA’s parade participation for last year’s event. The
club also received $200 for last month’s “Law and Order”
TV shoot.

Trail Ride Report: John Dwyer talked about the recent
trail ride (see Article on Page 3). He is planning another trail
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Dave Steinert mentioned that the event at the Shongum
Rifle Range in Mansfield Township will be held on Sunday,
nd
October 2 , 2005. More details will follow in the coming
months.
Adoptees Committee: John Dwyer reported that 32
boxes of supplies were packed after the recent trail ride and
that they would be shipped, a few boxes at a time, over the
next few weeks. John mentioned that it takes about a week
for the boxes to arrive in Iraq.
Old Business: John Dwyer presented to the club 250 New
Jersey Devil logo magnets. The magnets the MTA will be
distributing are a copy of the
artwork applied to the Heavy
Equipment Transporters (HETs) of
the
1452nd
Transportation
Company in Iraq. The 1452nd
was a composite transportation
unit that was formed to support the
30th Brigade combat operations
during Operation Iraqi Freedom II.
Soldiers from Company B, 50th
Main Support Battalion in Dover,
NJ made up the 4th Platoon - HET
- of this company. They were
responsible for the movement of
US and coalition forces armor all throughout Iraq. Their
trucks were Oshkosh M1010 tractors and 70-ton 44-wheel
trailers - made for hauling M1 Abrams tanks.
Because the 4th Platoon was from New Jersey, they
adopted a time honored Jersey mascot - the Jersey Devil to be their symbol. Our example was hand painted on the
tractor, just above the front tires. The symbol served the
unit well and they experienced no fatal injuries, although
they logged more than a quarter million miles along highly
dangerous routes. The MTA adopted the soldiers of the 4th
Platoon because of our long relationship with the truckers
and mechanics from Company B, 50th Main Support
Battalion. Three of our members were in the 4th platoon George Burns, Joe DePadua, and Lucas Nooter. Another
MTA Member, Robert Peer, had gone to Iraq earlier as part
of OIF-I operations with the 253rd Transportation Company
from Cape May.
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Magnets will be available free - one per member in
good standing - with additional magnets for sale at $2.00
apiece. They will be offered at MTA events and meetings.
New Business: There was some discussion about whether
the club wanted to do the Ledgewood Antique Truck Show
(formerly known as the Ray Bentley Show) again this year.
Dave Ahl volunteered to head the committee again if he could
get more support from the club than last year. Dave said if the
club did not want to support the show this year he would not
want to sacrifice both money and time to do it again this year.
After some discussion the club voted decisively to do the show
again this year. The show will be scheduled for either the 3rd or
4th Sunday in September. More details will follow in upcoming
newsletters.

Meeting ended 9:25 PM.
Submitted by David Steinert
The MTA Welcomes the following new member:

Bill Murphy of Budd Lake, NJ
William Cummings of Fairlawn, NJ
The MTA would like to acknowledge the passing of one its
members, Anthony Spataro of Garfield, NJ. Anthony has
been a member of the MTA since 2002…he will be greatly
missed.
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backside of Point Mountain to the Musconetcong River,
through Changwater and New Hampton, up the hill through
Red Mill and Newport, finally ending at Fred Schlesinger’s
house in Bunnvale. Although the route was just less than 35
miles, it took a full two-and-one-half hours to complete the
trip. The weather cooperated fully, and the rain cleared just
hours before the start time.

The May Day Trail Ride
By John Dwyer

They came from all over north Jersey, in military vehicles
ranging in age from World War II to the 1980’s. The oldest
rider was a World War Two Veteran and the youngest was
just four-and-a-half years old. They started with a great
breakfast at Gronsky’s and ended up with a great barbeque
and boxing snack foods and skin care products for our
soldiers in Iraq. In between was the“MTA Mayday roads,
rivers, railroads, and ravines ramble” through Hunterdon
County on May 1st. We actually did get to see all “4-R’s” on
the trip – the Raritan River, the Remains of the Central RR
of New Jersey, lots of Roads, and the Ravines of Lockwood
Gorge and Teetertown. The one “R” we gladly missed was
the RAIN!

Eleven historic Jeeps and trucks (5 WWII jeeps, one
M38A1, one M151A1, one Unimog, and three CUCV trucks)
made up a convoy which started at Gronsky’s Milk House in
High Bridge, wound its way through Cokesbury, Lockwood
Gorge, and Vernoy before making its way up Teetertown
Ravine to Mountain Farm County Park. After a “pit stop”
and visit with Hunterdon County Park Director John Trontis,
the convoy climbed Mount Lebanon, went down the
MTA of NJ Newsletter
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At Fred’s, a “box packing party” was held to put together
care packages for local soldiers who are deployed to Iraq.
More than 450 pounds of snack foods, cookies, skincare
products, toiletries, magazines, batteries, and comfort items
went into 32 big boxes. With 20 willing hands, the boxes
were quickly packed. The boxes then went into my 1952
M43 Army ambulance and the first of them shipped on May
nd
2 . They will be in the troops hands in about 10 days.
After a barbeque provided by Sue and Fred
Schlesinger, the Jeeps and trucks were back on the road
again, bound for home. The next MTA event will be at
st
Picatinny Arsenal to support their open house on May 21 .
More than 35 vehicles are
expected to attend.
As a side note, Hunterdon
County Park Director John
Trontis (a former CJ-2A owner)
asked the MTA to think about a
public event at Mountain Farm
Park either this October or
October 06. The park has a big
event field, a bonfire site, plenty
of parking space for any kind of
vehicle, and facilities for tent
camping and even lean-to’s for sleeping. They have an
annual Civil War “battle” on the same site so blank fire
would not be a problem. It is a beautiful site and we were
certainly made welcome by the director – so, something to
think about.

MTA Participants: John Dwyer & Gail Patterson, Frank & Eileen
Eichenlaub, Dave Steinert, Gary Schultz, Jack Bennett, Dave Young,
Albert & Mark Mellini, Fred & Sue Schlesinger, John Peterson, Lucas
& Veronica Nooter, Steve & Fuddy Vidam, Andreas Rhomberg &
daughter, Isabella, Dave Ahl, Harold Ratzburg and Randy Emr.
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“War is an ugly thing, but not the ugliest of things. The
decayed and degraded state of moral and patriotic feeling
which thinks that nothing is worth war is much worse. The
person who has nothing for which he is willing to fight,
nothing which is more important than his own personal
safety, is a miserable creature and has no chance of being
free unless made and kept so by the exertions of better men
than himself.”—John Stuart Mill (1806-1873)

To the Military Transport Association,
I’m a member of your club. I notice last month in your
newsletter that you didn’t have much to report on Gun Trucks.
I’m sending you some pictures of the “Uncl’ Meat”. I got the
truck the end of October (2004). I had it shipped from North
Carolina and received it here in Michigan on Halloween
Morning. I drove it eight miles from where it was delivered to
my home in Mt. Morris, Michigan.

Picatinny Arsenal’s Open House
Story & Photos by John Dwyer
st

Saturday, May 21 was the first time the public has been
invited to Picatinny since 9/11 – and about 7000 visitors
took advantage of the Army’s hospitality to see where the
newest weapons in America’s Arsenal are being developed.
The Picatinny Open House was a chance for the base to
show off its leadership in weapons development and
acquisition as well as give the public the opportunity to see
first-hand where some of their defense dollars are going.
The Commander of the Army Materiel Command, General
Griffin along with Brigadier General Izzo, Commander of
Picatinny Arsenal, reviewed the parade. Congressman
Rodney Frelinghuysen was also a guest of honor on the
reviewing stand.

For the steel armor, I had the steel cut to 3’ X 4’ pieces. I
also had most of the 200 holes pre-drilled in the steel pieces. It
was cheaper in the long run. I put a double floor in the cargo
area measuring 7’4” X 14’. It made it easier to put together. I
put inner walls on two-sides and in the front of the cargo area
just like they did to the gun trucks in Vietnam. It took me three
days to put it together…I had my dog “Banjo” help me. Getting
the truck and building the cargo box was the easy part. Getting
the truck ready to paint will be a job of its own. But where there
is a will…there is a way.

The Vietnam Veteran, who originally drove the “Uncl’ Meat”
in 1970-71 said he would buy the paint and fly from California
to paint her. His word is good! Someday I hope to have side by
side with “Satin’s Li’l Angel”.
Logan E. Werth
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It was also an opportunity to see a 200 year timeline of
American soldiers and their equipment. In the parade,
modern Army tanks, armored personnel carriers, humvees,
Strykers, howitzers, mortar carriers, and even robotic
vehicles paraded alongside the MTA’s historic jeeps, trucks,
halftracks, armored car and tracked weasel. WWII, Civil
War, and Revolutionary War soldiers were also in the line of
march which spanned the period from 1775 to 2005 and
included more than 600 participants.
The MTA and Central Jersey Military Motor Pool put out
a maximum effort for the event, fielding 46 vehicles of all
types. We had a load of WWII vehicles bristling with
weapons and equipment, a bunch of Korean War era jeeps
and trucks, a huge array of Vietnam Era vehicles and a
good representation of modern equipment as well. The
smallest was a radio-controlled jeep that brought cheers
from the crowd and the largest was the M54 Gun Truck
“Satan’s Little Angel” which was a big hit with the audience
as well. After the mile-long parade concluded, the MTA
displayed its vehicles and equipment in a lot alongside the
Army’s new armored vehicles.
June 2005

Picatinny unveiled a memorial to New Jersey’s Fallen
Heroes – those killed in Iraq – just before the start of the
parade. It will be a permanent marker placed at the
entrance to the post, which will honor all New Jersey
service members who made the ultimate sacrifice in the
global war on terrorism. Picatinny also honored those
troops who had recently returned from combat in
Afghanistan and Iraq including our adoptees from Company
th
B, 50 Main Support Battalion from Dover.

As most MTA members know, Memorial Day Weekend
is our busiest weekend of the year for parades…so as we
were going to press for this issue of the newsletter…we
received some early parade photos from the frontlines of
the Morris Plains Memorial Weekend Parade that was held
th
on Saturday May 28 2005. More stories and photos will
follow in the next issue of “Motor Pool Messenger”.

Besides armor and historic vehicles, there were displays
by each of the directorates at Picatinny where you could
see the newest developments in small arms and machine
guns, fire M4 and M16 rifles (electronically), check out the
Department of Homeland Security’s newest gadgets, see
Army helicopters and paratroopers, have Marines paint
your face in camouflage, and even get some beer and hot
dogs! The Army also demonstrated their solution to junk
cars by crushing two cars under the treads of a 60-ton
M60A3 battle tank.
The weather cooperated all day until a quick shower at
3:00 PM signaled an end to the activities. With no reports of
breakdowns, the MTA vehicles all appear to have gotten
home without incident. Picatinny is hailing the event a
success and is planning another public event for 2006.

(Photos courtesy of John Dwyer)

“From the Far East… I send you one single
thought, one sole idea--written in red on every
beachhead form Australia to Tokyo--There is no
substitute for victory!”-- General Douglas MacArthur
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chutes. For1/2 ton or 5 ton trucks, pintle hitches, air brake connectors, in
EXCELLENT CONDITION with EXCELLENT TIRES $625. M37B1- with
winch, good top, rear racks, very very solid Price reduced $3500. M812
Bridge Carrier Truck, Cummins 250 diesel, 14.00 x 20 tires, front and rear
winches, Ross Power steering, double frame section behind cab to rears,
SUPER CLEAN TRUCK. www.easternsurplus.net Dave Newman (215)
598-8227 or dave@easternsurplus.net
(2/05)

If you miss a meeting and want to post an item in the
Classified Advertising column of the newsletter, please feel
free to call Dave Steinert at (973) 347-9091 or you can email
him at: steinert@worldnet.att.net.
For Sale or trade- 1967 M35A2. 2350 miles, sandblasted, primed &
painted 5 yrs ago, air shift transfer case (had a spag unit) hard top, tinted
front windows, new seats & seat padding, 10 new tires, just serviced- all
new brakes, all new wheel cyls. boiled out radiator. good upper & lower
radiator hoses. heater, gun holder. $7500.00 or trade for M1009 in good
condition call John Peterson at (732) 317-2146. (6/05)
For Sale-M38 windshield complete with glass in very good condition$250. Call or email for pics, Mark- (973) 857-5154, markkb@optonline.net
For Sale-Canvas for M3 Half Track, NOS, real nice call (201) 697-9417.
(6/05).
For Sale-CJ5 Engine block, $25. Call Tom Weaver (973) 627-9448. (6/05)
For Sale-1953 Dodge M-37. Door mounted spare tire carrier, original body
,working front winch, new seat cushions, rear racks, rear seats in good
condition,
heater attachment available, truck manuals, lots of
extras.$6,000. Michele Schreiber (973) 827-3883 (5/05)
For Sale-1952 M-43 Army ambulance. Fully operable - engine, lights,
brakes, clutch, glass, emergency brake, signals, horn, hot water heater
and blower, electric windshield wipers. Body - no rust, no rot - even in the
roof gutter rails. Seats in A-1 condition (Vinyl). All doors, door locks,
windows all work. Rear steps work fine. I am asking $6500, but will take
$6000 from an MTA member. For Sale-M25 MG Pedestal Mount. Good
condition. AJP WWII painted. Same as Ordnance Research sells for $325.
$275 for MTA members. (908) 399-2853. John Dwyer (5/05)
For Sale-1967 M35A2 w/winch. Very good condition> Hard top, bows, airassist steering, convoy lights, painted OD w/stars. $6000 or OBO, call Jim
(973) 514-1250. (5/05)
For Sale-1942 Dodge WC52 Weapons Carrier, needs engine work. For
Sale-Polish Mauser, 8MM, fair condition, used in reenacting, $85. 7.62MM
Blanks. Call Peter MarK (516) 426-5864. (5/05)
For Sale-1966 M416 trailer-Restored, new wiring, brake cable, asking
$950. Call Frank Eichenlaub, (908) 276-3412. (5/05)
For Sale-Ford rear leaf springs-take outs-$50 for the pair. Must pick up or I
will bring to a meeting. Call Harold Ratzburg, (973) 887-2574 (5/05)
For Sale-Manuals, MV books, WWII Patriotic Covers and other militaria.
Many new items. Visit www.swapmeetdave.com. Dave Ahl (973) 2850716.

For Sale-1942 White M2A1 Half Track. Asking $25,000.00. It runs and is
mostly complete. I've had it on display a few times and in a parade or two.
A great reenactment vehicle or it would only require a little work to
complete it for shows. It's the winch model. I purchased a winch for it about
2 years ago for $1200.00 I'd sell that separately for best offer over
$1000.00 I also have a 1942 GPW body tub that needs the rear body
panel and some minor cosmetic work. Im asking $300 for it. Anyone who
wants pictures or additional information should e-mail me at
SgtDaveMCPP@aol.com The Half Track is located in Jefferson Twp.
For Sale- WATER BUFFALO- 400 GALLON Absolutely excellent sheet
metal, just primed and painted, Bill of sale only $1500. M35A2 DUMP
TRUCK- This is from out personal fleet of trucks, we have owned this truck
for almost 5 years, has been stored inside 95% of the time, Super Strong,
solid and tight truck, Full PM performed this year, new winch cable
installed this year, we have been using it on our farm to haul top-soilapprox. 100 loads, WHISTLER TURBO DIESEL- Air shift, air ride seat,
hard top, cab heat, front PTO winch, 85% tires, REBUILD TAG DATED
1987, Heavy duty PTO driven hydraulic DUMP HOIST 17 Ton Capacity,
42,623 miles, 335 hours $10,500. M813A2 Cargo Truck, *CUMMINS 250
DIESEL * Drop side bed, Air ride seat, Cleaned and painted, solid
condition HARD CAB TOP, Late Power steering, showing 27,132 miles,
725hours, Good tires, $7750. M54A2, 5 Ton, Cargo Truck, M54A2, +
TURBO DIESEL+, runs and drives very strong, LATE STYLE POWER
STEERING , Cab Heat, $5775. M35A2 – Cargo trucks- some with hard
tops, heat, winches, etc. M52A2 5th Wheel tractors- 4 in stock !, M51A2
Dump trucks- 5 ton- WRECKERS 4 in stock– (1) M543A2 Multifuel turbo
(1) M816 cummins 250 (2) M819 5th wheel style Cummins 250. NOS
WWII Seaplane Refuelers. With a Briggs & Stratton engine, NOS $500.00
Dave Newman (215) 598-8227, email dave@easternsurplus.net pics at
www.easternsurplus.net.
(4/05)
For Sale-196? M416 trailer, good condition, surface rust needs paint and
light work, $500. 1984 Quadractor, a 4-wheel ATV, only 900 built, 1 of 90
supplied to the U.S. Army, good condition. Last used at the US Military
Academy, must see-$3000 or BO. Call John Sobotka at (973) 398-3692.
For Sale-Prices Reduced-1952 GMC M211 2-1/2 ton Cargo truck with 50
cal. MG.-$2500, 1958 M54 5-ton Cargo truck with gas Continental engine$3000, 1969 M54A1 Mack diesel 5-ton Cargo truck with 50 cal. MG-$4000.
1975 Chevrolet Automatic C60 Air Force Tanker, $3000. M151 Jeep
curtains-$50 a set. Complete M151 Jeep engine-$250. Heavy duty tow
bar -$200. 1964 American La France Fire Truck, Class A Spartan Pumper
(1000 gals per minute). Repowered in 1980 with a Detroit Diesel Engine 671N, new power steering, new clutch, new air brakes, kept inside, good
condition $5000. 3 heavy duty snatch hooks-$200. Qty 1, 8 foot pickup
cap, $100, 2 Water Buffalos, good condition, $750 each. 1-1/2-ton trailers,
$300 each. Call Wally Carter after 7 PM (973) 366-5140.
(6/04)
WANTED: Women of the MTA. I am putting together a calendar of us
posing with the vehicles. Interested? Please call Sheila (973) 827-7795.

For Sale-Two Chevy CUCV M1009 (Blazers). A 1984 Camo, 69,000 miles,
$6500 and a 1985 Military Green, 42,000 miles, $5500. Both trucks are
solid with good tires. Both have been recently tuned-up, filters changed
and road tested. Ready for everyday use or parades. Call Steve Vidam
(973) 948-6170, evenings.
(4/05)

Wanted-Dummy .50 Caliber MG for my HUMVEE. Pete Fagone.
(PPF@comcast.net).

For Sale-M37 Dodge New-Old-Stock (NOS) tail gate. Has slight surface
rust from long-term storage, $600. Call Bill Peaslee (732)489-1012 or
bpeaslee@aol.com. Free delivery to Churchville, Maryland Show in May.

Wanted-Ring and pinion gears for MB. Call (908) 647-7240.

For Sale-PETTIBONE ROUGH TERRAIN FORKLIFT- 10,000 capacity- (
grossly underated) Crab steering, Detroit V-6 DIESEL, levels left and right,
fork side shift, 4 wheel drive $17,250 Tires- 9.00 x 20- Non Directional- on
6 hole rims for 2 ½ ton- 80% -90% tread $125. Ammunition Trailer,
M332: 1 1/2 ton capacity, 9.00 x 20 tires, with swinging tailgates and coal

Wanted-Still looking for chest straps for a US M2 Flame Thrower.
Also waist belt for the same. Call Greg at (908) 872-8375.
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Wanted-For M37-Metal bed racks for troop seats and cargo cover bows.
Please call Greg at (973) 263-1133.

Wanted-M37 Hood-call (973) 875-2282.
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Military Transport Association
Of North Jersey
P.O. Box 393
Budd Lake, NJ 07828

Military Transport Association of North Jersey
join the MilitaryAssociation
Transport Association, send this form (or
A Chapter of the Military VehicleTo
Preservation
The Military Transport Association of North Jersey is a nonprofit organization for people interested in collecting,
restoring, displaying, and operating historic military
vehicles. Members of the club participate in 15 to 20 parades
every year as well as educational events, militaria and truck
shows, rallies, trail rides and visits to veteran’s homes.
Members also participate in projects such as restoring a
jeep for the National Guard Museum, the National Night Out,
USMC Toys for Tots campaign, fund raising for the National
WWII and Korean War Memorials, Boy Scout projects, and
National Guard recruiting campaigns.
Meetings are held on the second Monday of every month
at the Whippany American Legion Hall, Legion Place,
Whippany, NJ. You can come between 7:00 and 7:30 p.m. to
eat pizza, sandwiches and enjoy other refreshments. Beer
and wine is available from the Legion Hall. The meeting
starts at 8:00 p.m. and is normally over by 9:00 p.m.
Join the MTA now and receive:
•
•
•
•
•

12 issues of the Motor Pool Messenger newsletter.
FREE classified sales and want ads in the newsletter.
Notices of parades and events in which you can
participate.
FREE annual picnic and FREE annual pizza party.
FREE MTA embroidered patch (when you attend an event).
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the same information on a blank sheet of paper) with $20.00
annual membership dues to the address below. Dues are for
the calendar year.
Name_______________________________________________
Address____________________________________________
City, State, Zip_______________________________________
Telephone (________)________________________________
Email_______________________________________________
Military vehicle(s) owned_____________________________
Mail completed application with $20.00 annual dues to:

Military Transport Ass’n of North Jersey
P.O. Box 393
Budd Lake, NJ 07828
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