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ON THE COVER-New MTA member Bob Rubino’s WWII era

Weasel at Sven’s Picnic (Photo courtesy of George
Wagner).

MTA 2005 Officers and Staff
President………………..….….Randy Emr, 973-770-6629
Vice President…………...…John Sobotka, 973-398-3692
Recording Secretary……..…Gary Schultz, 908-852-4520
Corresponding Secretary….……Dave Ahl, 973-285-0716
Treasurer……………….…Ginnie McDevitt, 845-987-7896
Sergeant at Arms……….…Mark Jezewski, 973-228-7086
Parade/Events Coord.…Frank Eichenlaub, 908-276-3412
Newsletter/Membership……Dave Steinert, 973-347-9091
Web Master………………George Wagner, 973-927-7616
Dover Show Committee…….…..Art Swain, 201-387-8961
Fred Schlesinger, 973-228-7257
John Eklund, 908-753-6792
NOTICE: The September 2005 MTA monthly meeting will be
held on Monday, September 12th at the Whippany American
Legion Post, Legion Place, Whippany, NJ. Refreshments at 7:00
PM, meeting begins at 8:00 PM.

conversation he had with MVPA Board members as
“arrogant” on their part.
President Emr recommended emphatically that our club
membership vote directly with the MVPA provided ballot,
rather than by any other means and also to exclude any
additional written materials so as to eliminate the possibility of
such votes being disqualified.
Treasury Report-Ginnie McDevitt reported that the treasury
report presented in the August newsletter was up to date.
Locomotive Committee: John Sobotka reports that we as a
club are invited to attend a WHIPPANY TRAIN MUSEUM
event on September 11, 2005, officially beginning at 1200
HRS, to (?) HRS. John encourages all members to get there
by 1000 HRS. Scheduled activities include: 5 mile long
locomotive trips, our own club truck show, refreshments, and
a chance to demonstrate our own club locomotive, a 1941
PLYMOUTH LOCOMOTIVE which by then will be freshly
painted shinny black with yellow trim and the lettering on one
side representing its first use, will say “ERIE PROVING
GROUNDS ORDINANCE DEPARTMENT”. The Whippany
Train Museum is located on Route 10 in Whippany, NJ and all
MTA members are encourage to bring their military vehicles
and any static displays of military items.

Minutes for the MTA Meeting on August 13th 2005
th

The MTA meeting for August 13 2005 was held at the
American Legion Post in Whippany. The meeting began with
the Pledge of Allegiance lead by new MTA member Bill
Murphy at 1:13 PM, followed by a moment of silence to
remember those killed, injured and currently serving in Iraq.
The minutes of the July meeting were approved.
MVPA News

President Randy Emr reported the political issues of the
MVPA that could affect the MTA, followed by a report by
Sven Johnson, who outlined personal insight concerning the
current Board members and objections to their handling of
several electoral issues...it was pointed out that a former
Board member, Jim Gilmore could not be reelected, and the
issue is not clear as to why not...hence great dissatisfaction
as to the current MVPA leadership...Many other questions
were answered by Sven. The recommendation by the MTA
leadership was for members of the MTA, who are also
members of the MVPA, vote for the following nominees for
the MVPA Board, SVEN JOHNSON, AL NICHOLSON, JIM
DIAS and GREG WOLANIN.
At one point, Jude Meehan presented the question about
the much-anticipated MVPA National Membership Directory
and wanted to know what the final cost was going to be.
Nobody seems to have an answer.
Also, MTA Vice-President John Sobotka mention his
disappointment in the MVPA’s magazine, Army Motors
seeming to always publish articles about WWII military
vehicles rather than publishing more articles on post WWII
military vehicles. Other MTA members agreed with John.
Tom McHugh, referring back to the MVPA’s poor handling
of Jim Gilmore’s attempt at re-election, categorized a
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John also reports that the locomotive needs two more days of
work on it in preparation for this event and that it should be done in
the evenings to include a head lamp and an ignition switch...any
volunteers?...Also there will be installed a “borrowed bell”, from a
nearby engine, that will be displayed discreetly by our engine!

John also thanked Ray Dobbs, who has helped the
locomotive cause both by actually using the machine, and by
letting our club keep it on his property, which includes
insurance and liability concerns.
Adoptees Report: A suggestion was presented on the floor
for the MTA to do something special to recognize the valor
and contributions of local soldiers returning from Iraq. A
September 2005

suggestion to present the soldiers with a unique “Challenge”
coin was made. The MTA would design and purchase the
coins. John Boehm initiated the vote, which was then
discussed in terms of a spending cap of initially one thousand
dollars, for a thousand coins, but for which some additional
funds of five to eight hundred dollars would also be spent, if
more coins were needed. The vote passed unanimously.
Newsletter/Membership Report: Dave Steinert thanked
those that had contributed to the August Newsletter. Dave
mentioned that at the June meeting the club agreed to the
purchase of permanent laminated membership badges. Dave
mention that he began investigating the cost of the badges
and the sources he found charged quite a bit of money for the
fabrication of the badges. John Boehm mentioned that he
had investigated the purchase of a laminating badge
machine, and that it might be more cost effective if the club
went in this direction. Sven Johnson mention that it might be
more cost effective if the MTA and the Red Ball Express clubs
share the purchase of such a machine so that both clubs
would be able to benefit from the badge machine. John and
Dave will investigate and get back to the club with info at a
future meeting.

benefit to raise money for two families who have been
devastated by having a child stricken with cancer.
This is an annual antique car show and this was the first
year that the MTA had been officially invited as a club. In
attendance at the show from the MTA were Keith Adams,
Frank Eichenlaub, Peter and Joanne Fagone, Jim and
Ellen Moore, Harold Ratzburg, Dave Steinert, Jack White
and Dave Young.
The weather was mostly cloudy, which kept the heat
index down despite the humidity. The show was well
organized with plenty of volunteers willing to assist show
attendees. As with most antique car shows, there were plenty
of vendors, refreshments and trophies. The MTA made a
$150 donation to the charity, which was thankfully received by
the sponsors.
It was the consensus of the attending club members that it
should be an annual event added to the MTA’s Calendar of
Events. A good time was had by all.

Parade/Events Report: Frank “Ike” Eichenlaub reports
that the Fairfield organization donated a remaining payment
of $350.to our club…Please see “Upcoming Events” column
for future club events.
New Business: Nick Kapotes addressed the club informing
us of an event this September 17, in Pequannock Township,
which is essentially an arts and crafts event. It is sponsored
by the local Republicans Club and if the MTA can provide
static vehicle displays it would be welcome. The local radio
stations will also be present. As participants we would also be
able to advertise in the local newspapers, three of them! A
vote was taken, and approved, to participate.
Dave Ahl reported has been doing “table top” sales at
several events he has attended to raise money or donations
for the locomotive restoration. He encourages other members
to do the same.
New Members: Two new MTA members introduced
themselves at the meeting:
Bill Murphy of Budd Lake, NJ. Mr. Murphy reports of an
interesting experience in that he had the opportunity to drive
M1, M60 and other heavy military vehicles while a civilian
working at the docks in New Jersey. Perhaps this is what
initiated his present interest in military vehicles of all sort
Bob Rubino…Mr. Rubino comes to us as a seasoned
veteran of military vehicles as he presently operates a MV
restoration business. Wow, what a qualification…Our club
has been invited to tour his facility in Easton, PA. Please give
Bob a call at (570) 856-8984.
Meeting Minutes submitted by Peter Mark

“Two Kids” Antique Car Show
By Dave Steinert
th

On Sunday August 7 2005, several MTA members
displayed their military vehicles at the “Two Kids” Antique Car
Show at Birchwood Manor in Whippany, NJ. The show is a
MTA of NJ Newsletter
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remained throughout the day. Members started arriving with
friends, families and military vehicles around 10:30 AM.
Everyone made himself or herself busy setting-up the tent,
tables and chairs. MTA Vice-President John Sobotka arrived
early with his “deuce”, which was quickly unloaded of
refreshments, condiments and door prizes. Some assisted
Sven in the construction of the large “chicken grill” while
others got to “shucking” the sweet corn. The beer keg was
strategically located near the table of potato chips and
pretzels, while tubs of iced soft drinks were position in close
proximity.

In the distance the subtle sound of starting engines could
be heard as club members with their military vehicles made
their way to the trails that snake up and down and around the
rolling hills of the property. At the same time the grill was a’
blazing and the chicken a’ cookin. The sweet corn was added
to the large pots of boiling water as some members gathered
in small groups to talk banter about the hobby. As the smell of
barbecued chicken and baked beans settled across the small
valley of the picnic, the sounds of revving engines could be
heard off in the nearby fields and woods. Around the picnic
area a consistent buzz could be heard as attendees mingled
and shared stories of the hobby, while others pitched
horseshoes and Frisbees.

The 2005 Picnic at Sven’s
By David Steinert

th

On Saturday, August 20 2005, over 100 people and an
estimated 30 military vehicles gathered for the Annual 2005
Red Ball Express and Military Transport Association Picnic.
Sven and Helga Johnson again hosted this year’s event
graciously on their property in Green Township, NJ. Early
weather forecasts had predicted possible thunderstorms for
the day of the event, but the sun appeared early and
MTA of NJ Newsletter
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The word quickly spread throughout the gathering that it
was time to eat. A chow line quickly formed near the grill
where hungry attendees could help themselves to Cole slaw,
corn-on-the cob, baked beans, hot dogs and barbecued
chicken. With plates piled with food, some members gathered
under the tent while others collectively sat under a large
shaded tree. Conversations about the hobby could be heard
circling throughout the area only being interrupted between
mouthfuls of food.

th

th

Saturday, September 24 and Sunday, September 25 Red Ball Swap Meet-Gilbert Fairgrounds, Gilbert, PA.
th

Sunday, September, 25 -John Basilone Memorial ParadeBorough of Raritan NJ-Raritan Train Station Then MTA has
been requested to supply 3 or 4 jeeps to carry Veterans
belonging to the Air, Land & Sea Marine Corp. League of
Nutley NJ. Assembly time: 12:00 Noon. Parades starts at
1:00 PM.
nd

Sunday, October 2 -Military Remembrance Day-Shongum
Sportsmen's Association's gun range in Mansfield, NJ. MTA
members and their vehicles will meet in the Graybar Electrical
Supply Co parking lot at 9:00 AM. Graybar is located on RT.
46 West before entering the town of Hackettstown. From
Graybar the club will convoy through Hackettstown to the
range (See insert). Call Dave Steinert at (973) 347-9091 for
details.
th

Saturday, October 8 -Boy Scout Camp Vehicle displayRiver's Bend National Park -Lunch & Supper suppliedAssembly time: 9:30 AM.
th

Sunday, October 9 -East Hanover Columbus Day ParadeDetails to come.

Then slowly, having had their stomachs filled and their
thirsts quenched, club members made their way back to the
trails. The previous day rains had kept the dust from the trails
to a minimum and created some mud that made navigating
them an accelerating experience. Military vehicles from all
eras of time could be seen criss-crossing the maze of trails
through fields and woods.
The word quickly spread that it was time for the 50/50 and
the distribution of door prizes. Attendees quickly gathered
around the picnic tent anticipating a winning ticket as John
Sobotka called the lucky numbers. With the number of door
prizes distributed, many a smiling face was seen in the crowd.
Immediately following the 50/50, it was time for dessert.
Cake, cookies and coffee were available for those still hungry.
This year there were quite a few new faces in attendance t
and they were quickly infected with “olive drab” fever as the
day progressed. Hopefully the infection of the hobby will stay
with them for a long time.
Again the MTA sincerely thanks Sven and Helga Johnson
for their continuous hospitality. This event continues to be at
the very top of the MTA calendar of events.
MTA UPCOMING EVENTS
th

Saturday, September 10 -Lake Hopatcong Parade and
Static Display-Call Randy Emr for details (973) 219-4499.
th

Sunday, September 11 -Whippany Railroad Museum Rt.
10-MTA Vehicle Display-Assembly time: 10:30 AM. Call John
Sobotka for details at (973) 398-3692.
th

Saturday, September 17 -Military Vehicle Static Display
at Pequannock Township Arts and Craft Event-Call Nick
Kapotes at (973) 835-1905 for details.
MTA of NJ Newsletter
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“The architects of this wickedness will find no safe harbor in this world.
We will chase our enemies to the furthest corners of this Earth. It must
be war without quarter, pursuit without rest, victory without
qualification.”
- Rep. Tom Delay majority whip, US House of Representatives

September 2005

Pictures From The Front
Submitted by RICHARD A. BAMMERT
CSM, 50th Main Support Battalion
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For Sale-1942 Dodge WC52 Weapons Carrier, needs engine work. For
Sale-Polish Mauser, 8MM, fair condition, used in reenacting, $85. 7.62MM
Blanks. Call Peter Mark (516) 426-5864. (5/05)

If you miss a meeting and want to post an item in the Classified
Advertising column of the newsletter, please feel free to call
Dave Steinert at (973) 347-9091 or you can email him at:
steinert@worldnet.att.net.
For Sale-1969 restored Deuce Cargo Troop Carrier, w/multi-fuel diesel
engine, wench and drop sides, $6000. Kaiser Deuce 6X6 used parts. Call
Ron Massey at (215) 529-9234. (9/05)
For Sale-1984 CCUV, new tires, new glow plugs, needs minor repairs, call
Greg at (908) 872-8375.
(9/05)
For Sale-Military Light Set, like new & complete $100. Heavy weight canvas
tank tarp 26’ x 22’ $150. Water Buffalo tank trailer NJ titled & reg. $750. Art
Swain (201) 387-8961 E-mail: aws@mtaofnj.us (8/05)
For Sale-1955 Dodge M-152, OD paint, new fuel pump & carb. front & rear
heaters, body and glass goo, correct lights, 29K miles. Located in West
Virginia, price $3200. M105 trailer, good tires, racks & covers, $200. Call
(304) 269-4215 (8/05).
For Sale-1953 Dodge Power Wagon, Model B-4p. W-126, Eng.: flat head 6
with low miles on rebuild. 4 speed trans. w/ 2-speed transfer. Almost new
tires, plus extra tires & rims. Has a winch, with almost new cable. Shop built
side crane on flatbed. A working truck and not pretty and has been parked for
several years. Philadelphia area, call Tom McConeghey (215) 438-8339.
For Sale-M38, very good condition (call for price), M38A1, very good
condition (call for price), M35A2-$5,500, M35A2-$5000. WANTED-Tow bars
+ 1-1/2 ton trailer. Call Jude Meehan at (732) 528-5422. (7/05)
For Sale-East German (rain pattern) field gear, tents, gloves, ammo
pouches. NOS, Post fall of E-Berlin. Send email to PPF@comcast.net. I will
bring to next meeting at Whippany. Pete Fagone. (7/05)
For Sale or trade- 1967 M35A2. 2350 miles, sandblasted, primed & painted
5 yrs ago, air shift transfer case (had a sprag unit) hard top, tinted front
windows, new seats & seat padding, 10 new tires, just serviced- all new
brakes, all new wheel cyls. boiled out radiator. good upper & lower radiator
hoses. heater, gun holder. $7500.00 or trade for M1009 in good condition,
call John Peterson at (732) 317-2146. (6/05)
For Sale-M38 windshield complete with glass in very good condition- $250.
Call or email for pics, Mark- (973) 857-5154, markkb@optonline.net
For Sale-Canvas for M3 Half-Track, NOS, real nice call (201) 697-9417.
(6/05).
For Sale-CJ5 Engine cove block, cam-head crankshaft $25. Call Tom
Weaver (973) 627-9448. (6/05)
For Sale-1953 Dodge M-37. Door mounted spare tire carrier, original body,
working front winch, new seat cushions, rear racks, rear seats in good
condition, heater attachment available, truck manuals, lots of extras. $6,000.
Michele Schreiber (973) 827-3883 (5/05)
For Sale-1952 M-43 Army ambulance. Fully operable - engine, lights,
brakes, clutch, glass, emergency brake, signals, horn, hot water heater and
blower, electric windshield wipers. Body - no rust, no rot - even in the roof
gutter rails. Seats in A-1 condition (Vinyl). All doors, door locks, windows all
work. Rear steps work fine. I am asking $6500, but will take $6000 from an
MTA member. For Sale-M25 MG Pedestal Mount. Good condition. AJP
WWII painted. Same as Ordnance Research sells for $325. $275 for MTA
members. (908) 399-2853. John Dwyer (5/05)
For Sale-1967 M35A2 w/winch. Very good condition. Hardtop, bows, airassist steering, and convoy lights, painted OD w/stars. $6000 or OBO, call
Jim (973) 514-1250. (5/05)
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For Sale-Military Vehicle Magazines, only 27 issues left (out of 106), so order
soon before most of them run out. Have several new manuals too. Check’em
out at www.swapmeetdave.com or call Dave Ahl at (973) 285-0716.
(7/05)
For Sale-PETTIBONE ROUGH TERRAIN FORKLIFT- 10,000 capacity(grossly underrated) Crab steering, Detroit V-6 DIESEL, levels left and right,
fork side shift, 4 wheel drive $17,250 Tires- 9.00 x 20- Non Directional- on 6
hole rims for 2 ½ ton- 80% -90% tread $125. Ammunition Trailer, M332: 1
1/2 ton capacity, 9.00 x 20 tires, with swinging tailgates and coal
chutes. For1/2 ton or 5 ton trucks, pintle hitches, air brake connectors, in
EXCELLENT CONDITION with EXCELLENT TIRES $625. M37B1- with
winch, good top, rear racks, very very solid Price reduced $3500. M812
Bridge Carrier Truck, Cummins 250 diesel, 14.00 x 20 tires, front and rear
winches, Ross Power steering, double frame section behind cab to rears,
SUPER CLEAN TRUCK. www.easternsurplus.net Dave Newman (215) 5988227 or dave@easternsurplus.net
(2/05)
For Sale-1942 White M2A1 Half Track. Asking $25,000.00. It runs and is
mostly complete. I've had it on display a few times and in a parade or two. A
great reenactment vehicle or it would only require a little work to complete it
for shows. It's the winch model. I purchased a winch for it about 2 years ago
for $1200.00 I'd sell that separately for best offer over $1000.00 I also have
a 1942 GPW body tub that needs the rear body panel and some minor
cosmetic work. I'm asking $300 for it. Anyone who wants pictures or
additional
information
should
e-mail
me
at
SgtDaveMCPP@aol.com The Half-Track is located in Jefferson Twp.
For Sale- WATER BUFFALO- 400 GALLON Absolutely excellent sheet
metal, just primed and painted, Bill of sale only $1500. M35A2 DUMP
TRUCK- This is from out personal fleet of trucks, we have owned this truck
for almost 5 years, has been stored inside 95% of the time, Super Strong,
solid and tight truck, Full PM performed this year, new winch cable installed
this year, we have been using it on our farm to haul top-soil- approx. 100
loads, WHISTLER TURBO DIESEL- Air shift, air ride seat, hard top, cab
heat, front PTO winch, 85% tires, REBUILD TAG DATED 1987, Heavy duty
PTO driven hydraulic DUMP HOIST 17 Ton Capacity, 42,623 miles, 335
hours $10,500. M813A2 Cargo Truck, *CUMMINS 250 DIESEL * Drop side
bed, Air ride seat, Cleaned and painted, solid condition HARD CAB TOP,
Late Power steering, showing 27,132 miles, 725hours, Good tires, $7750.
M54A2, 5 Ton, Cargo Truck, M54A2, + TURBO DIESEL+, runs and drives
very strong, LATE STYLE POWER STEERING, Cab Heat, $5775. M35A2 –
Cargo trucks- some with hard tops, heat, winches, etc. M52A2 5th Wheel
tractors- 4 in stock! M51A2 Dump trucks- 5 ton- WRECKERS 4 in stock–
(1) M543A2 Multifuel turbo (1) M816 Cummins 250 (2) M819 5th wheel style
Cummins
250.
Dave
Newman
(215)
598-8227,
email
dave@easternsurplus.net
pics
at
www.easternsurplus.net.
(4/05)
For Sale-Prices Reduced-1952 GMC M211 2-1/2 ton Cargo truck with 50
cal. MG.-$2500, 1958 M54 5-ton Cargo truck with gas Continental engine$3000, 1969 M54A1 Mack diesel 5-ton Cargo truck with 50 cal. MG-$4000.
1975 Chevrolet Automatic C60 Air Force Tanker, $3000. M151 Jeep curtains$50 a set. Complete M151 Jeep engine-$250. Heavy-duty tow bar -$200.
1964 American La France Fire Truck, Class A Spartan Pumper (1000 gals
per minute). Repowered in 1980 with a Detroit Diesel Engine 6-71N, new
power steering, new clutch, new air brakes, kept inside, good condition
$5000. 3 heavy duty snatch hooks-$200. Qty 1, 8-foot pickup cap, $100, 2
Water Buffalos, good condition $750 each. 1-1/2-ton trailers $300 each. Call
Wally Carter after 7 PM (973) 366-5140.
(6/04)
WANTED-Right wheel well for 1984 CCUV for dual batteries, call Greg at
(908) 872-8375.
WANTED: Women of the MTA. I am putting together a calendar of us
posing with the vehicles. Interested? Please call Sheila (973) 827-7795.
Wanted-Dummy .50 Caliber MG for my HUMVEE. Pete Fagone.
(PPF@comcast.net).
W
anted-Ring and pinion gears for MB. Call (908) 647-7240.

September 2005

Military Transport Association
Of North Jersey
P.O. Box 393
Budd Lake, NJ 07828

Military Transport Association of North Jersey
A Chapter of the Military Vehicle Preservation Association
The Military Transport Association of North Jersey is a nonprofit organization for people interested in collecting,
restoring, displaying, and operating historic military vehicles.
Members of the club participate in 15 to 20 parades every year
as well as educational events, militaria and truck shows,
rallies, trail rides and visits to veteran’s homes.
Members also participate in projects such as restoring a
jeep for the National Guard Museum, the National Night Out,
USMC Toys for Tots campaign, fund raising for the National
WWII and Korean War Memorials, Boy Scout projects, and
National Guard recruiting campaigns.
Meetings are held on the second Monday of every month at
the Whippany American Legion Hall, Legion Place, Whippany,
NJ. You can come between 7:00 and 7:30 p.m. to eat pizza,
sandwiches and enjoy other refreshments. Beer and wine is
available from the Legion Hall. The meeting starts at 8:00 p.m.
and is normally over by 9:00 p.m.
Join the MTA now and receive:
•
12 issues of the Motor Pool Messenger newsletter.
•
FREE classified sales and want ads in the newsletter.
•
Notices of parades and events in which you can
participate.
•
FREE annual picnic and FREE annual pizza party.
•
FREE MTA embroidered patch (when you attend an
event).
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To join the Military Transport Association, send this form (or
the same information on a blank sheet of paper) with $20.00
annual membership dues to the address below. Dues are for
the calendar year.
Name_______________________________________________
Address____________________________________________
City, State, Zip_______________________________________
Telephone (________)________________________________
Email_______________________________________________
Military vehicle(s) owned_____________________________
Mail completed application with $20.00 annual dues to:

Military Transport Ass’n of North Jersey
P.O. Box 393
Budd Lake, NJ 07828
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