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ON THE COVER-The 1945 M-29-C “Water Weasel” owned by
MTA Member Dave Welsh. (photo courtesy of Dave Steinert).

MTA 2006 Officers and Staff
President……………….. Fred Schlesinger, 973-228-7257
Vice President…………...…John Sobotka, 973-398-3692
Recording Secretary………..…Bob Rooke, 973-605-8151
Corresponding Secretary….……Dave Ahl, 973-285-0716
Treasurer……………….…Ginnie McDevitt, 845-987-7896
Parade/Events Coord.……..Peter Schindo, 201-444-3198
Newsletter/Membership……Dave Steinert, 973-347-9091
Web Master………………George Wagner, 973-927-7616
Dover Show Committee…….…..Art Swain, 201-387-8961
NOTICE: The September 2006 MTA monthly meeting will be
held on Monday, September 11th at the Whippany American
Legion Post, Legion Place, Whippany, NJ. Refreshments at 7:00
PM, meeting begins at 8:00 PM.

Members started arriving at Sven’s around 11:00 AM.
Some members generously pitched in to help set up the large
tent that would accommodate tables and chairs for picnic
goings to eat under. The large grill that would barbecue over
100 chicken halves was soon fired up and the beer keg was
pressurized. Shortly, MTA Vice President John Sobotka
arrives with freshly picked corn-on-the cob, soda and other
condiments. With the grill fired-up, the chicken was now
placed on the barbecue for the lengthy cooking process. Over
the next hour and half, club members and their families arrive
in vintage military vehicles from many different eras. The
vehicles were parked helter-skelter on a knoll overlooking the
picnic area. Members greeted each other with enthusiastic
introductions and then settled into a comfortable banter of
hobby related topics. By 1:00 PM there were over 40 vintage
military vehicles scattered haphazardly around the picnic area
and over 150 people in attendance. Hoping to build-up an
appetite for the coming feast, some club members fired up
their vehicles and headed for the trails.

No August Meeting-No Minutes
The 2006 Picnic at Sven’s
Story and photos by David Steinert
After a week of oppressive heat and humidity, Saturday,
th
August 12 2006 arrived with crystal clear skies and
temperatures in the low 80s with no humidity. What a perfect
day for a picnic.
Members of the Military Transport
Association of North Jersey and the Red Ball Express of
Eastern Pennsylvania awoke looking forward to their annual
picnic hosted by Sven and Helga Johnson in Green
Township, NJ.

For the last several years, this picnic has become the
highlight of the summer for many members of these two
military vehicle clubs. Because of the close proximity of the
two MV clubs, many are active members of both
organizations. Club members plan their vacations and mark
their calendars to make sure they are available to attend this
event. Members are encouraged to bring family, friends and
military vehicles to the picnic.
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There are many aspects that make this event so unique
from other club activities. Sven Johnson and his family host
the picnic on their 160-acre tree farm in Green Township,
New Jersey. The property has a variety of different terrains
that provides a perfect opportunity for military vehicle
enthusiasts to test their equipment at various stages of
difficulty. For club members who want to take it easy on their
antique vehicles there are acres of level fields that offer a nice
off road but gentle ride that is easy on both the vehicle and
passengers. For the more aggressive members who want to
test their equipment on more strenuous terrain, there are old
logging trails that lead into the wooded sections of the
property. Some of these trails have become overgrown over
the years and will not allow some of the larger vehicles an
access without major scratches and damage to fenders and
protruding equipment. On some of the trails you must
transverse large rocks and fallen trees. These trails are a
great test for the military jeep of any era.
Around 1:30PM the chow line started to form. There was
barbeque chicken, hot dogs, fresh corn-on-the-cob, cole slaw
and all the basic condiments. Club members and their
families gathered in groups and enjoyed the food, drink and
conversation. Some returned for seconds.
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Shortly after, it was time for the 50-50 drawing. Cash and
several very nice prizes were awarded to lucky ticket holders.
Then cake and coffee was served as members from both
clubs gathered in groups at tables and in chairs scattered
throughout the picnic area. Then before too long engines
could be heard starting as once again members headed for
the nearby trails.

set. Those club members who had some distance to travel
slowly packed their vehicles, said their goodbyes and set out
for their respective homes. Some of the diehards lingered in
the darkening picnic area, fighting off mosquitoes, talking
shop, and milling over their vehicles sharing restoration
techniques. Others helped with the cleanup, the dismantling
of the tables and chairs before packing up and heading home.
Later that evening, tired and exhausted from the day’s
activities, I was still negotiating those trails in my sleep.
In my opinion, this event exemplifies what are hobby is all
about. It offers an opportunity for those outside of our hobby
to experience something that cannot be experienced at a
parade, static display or military vehicle show. It gives us
within the hobby an opportunity to share a day with the
tangibles that are so close to our hearts…family, friends and
our military vehicles. As always, the MTA sincerely thanks
Sven and Helga Johnson for this opportunity.
The Voyage of the “Water Weasel”

Around 3:00PM, picnic attendees started gathering along
the banks of a large pond that is located a short distance from
the picnic area. The anticipation of all those that gathered
was for the maiden voyage of Dave Welsh’s, recently
restored, 1945 M-29-C “Water Weasel”. In preparation for this
potentially risky voyage, two fully equipped scuba divers
proceeded to enter the dark lagoons of the pond prior to the
voyage. Meanwhile Sven’s WWII era wrecker stood close by
ready to extract Dave and his vehicle from the pond, if
necessary. By the time Dave was ready to set-a-float, there
was a crowd of over 100 people anxiously waiting.
Everything was ready. Every inch of the vehicle had been
inspected. The engine was started and the weasel was put in
motion. The tracks of the vehicle “clicketty-clanked” towards
the inclining shore of the pond. As everyone quietly held their
breath, the front end of the weasel nose-dived into the murky
waters of the pond with a splash. The clicking shudders of
dozens of cameras could be heard on the shoreline. As the
now amphibious vehicle leveled itself in the pond…Dave
shifted to a gear that propelled it towards the
middle…everything looked good. He circled around the pond
and set the bow for the shoreline. As the weasel slowly
approached the shoreline, Dave shifted to a lower gear as the
front of the vehicle gently lifted towards the sky and then
abruptly dropped to level angle as the rear of the vehicle
climbed the incline of the shore to solid ground. Lily pads and
pond plants hung from the under carriage of the weasel. The
vehicle was quickly inspected again and one small drill hole
was found to be leaking slightly into the inside of the
weasel…but nothing seriously enough to stop Dave from
returning to the pond for a few more dunkings. We thank
Dave Welsh for the entertaining and rarely seen
demonstration.
By the time we got back to the picnic area, it was getting
late in the afternoon. The warm August sun was starting to
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Dave Welsh prepares for the voyage.

The “Water Weasel” dives into the water.
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Dave heads out to the middle of the pond.

Anzio 2006
Story and Photos by John Dwyer

The Weasel heads for solid ground

I attended a tactical weekend – a battle reenactment –
very broadly based around an Anzio 1944 scenario where the
Allies and Axis forces would skirmish and attempt to take or
hold objectives. The Axis and Allied forces were about evenly
matched at 65 each and both sides had a number of vehicles.
Units portraying US Airborne, Rangers, Infantry, and Artillery
were opposed by German and Italian Infantry, Paratroopers,
and Mountain troops. The weapons used were all real
including M1 Garands, M1 Carbines, Thompson submachine
guns, .30 and .50 caliber machine guns, Mauser rifles,
Schmeisser machine pistols, MG34 and MG42 machine guns
– all firing blanks only of course. Since this was in
Pennsylvania, many of the weapons found on both sides
were fully automatic – something an event in New Jersey
would never see. For this battle “hits” were on an honor
system, and casualties were expected to lie down, stop

Safely on the shore!
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fighting, and sit out ten to fifteen minutes before being
“reincarnated.”
Many of the soldiers present were spending the entire
weekend living in military tents in recreated camps on this
250 acre former farm. Except for the modern cars parked on
one edge of the property, the area could have been Europe in
WWII. US jeeps and weapons carriers brought in personnel
and supplies to the GI camp from the parking area while Opel
trucks and BMW motorcycles did the same for the Axis.

After a safety briefing and weapons inspection the Axis
departed to take up defensive positions around “Cisterna” – a
crossroads in woods which would be the Allied objective for
the day. The Allies had three platoon-sized units which would
maneuver and a 57mm artillery piece for fire support. A fourth
platoon of gun jeeps would provide mobile fires and
reconnaissance for the infantry all day. MTA member Joe
th
DiGiovanni had his 6 Cavalry jeep there with his .50 caliber
machine gun hammering away! The battle raged on all day –
gunshots and smoke filled the woods and OD or field grey
soldiers could occasionally be seen crossing the rural roads
as they maneuvered. Modern civilian cars and trucks
occasionally crossed the battle zone, but none stayed to
rubberneck the battle.

I had not attended a small scale tactical battle like this
before and had little idea what to expect. My specific purpose
was to shoot photographs and try to capture some of the feel
for 1944, so I drove my MB up from home the 70 or so miles
MTA of NJ Newsletter
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to the event. I did shoot a lot of images but I was quickly
pressed into service delivering water to both sides in the
conflict. The 90+ degree heat made the possibility of heat
casualties a very real threat, and water was a necessity for
soldiers dressed in full combat gear. Even with a US jeep, I
was welcomed in the Axis lines with my cargo of drinking
water. My medial evacuation jeep even got a workout carrying
a soldier on a litter suffering from heat exhaustion out of the
battle area to the camp where he could rest and re-hydrate.

Before the day ended, both sides had had ‘victories’ and
both had their disappointments as well. My guess that the
battle would have been a draw – with the well entrenched
Axis having a slight edge. A small crowd of civilians had
gathered at the camp near the end of the day – and a short
narrated public battle was staged in a large field. Although
compressed in size, it did demonstrate how artillery, mortars,
and mobile gun trucks supported the Infantry in an assault on
a defended position.
Both Allied and Axis soldiers were treated to an Italian
dinner (It was supposed to be Anzio, right?) and settled down
to swap war stories and show off equipment and “stuff.” Many
would spend the night camping WWII style before going back
st
to the 21 century.
I had another great 70 mile ride home – always fun on Route
78 in an MB – before the day was over.
In these days of paintball and computer war games –
reenacting is very low tech and certainly labor intensive.
Impressions can cost well into the thousands to put together –
and some of the weapons cost tens of thousands of dollars.
MTA members are well aware of what it costs to own and
maintain a historic military vehicle; so I am always impressed
with these hearty souls who have chosen this as a hobby.
From the freezing fields of Indiantown Gap in January, to the
sweltering woods at Anzio in July, these guys are dedicated
to recreating history. They do it all year long and are always
looking for folks to join them – especially if you have
September 2006

something with wheels! Another scenario at the ‘Anzio”
location is planned for October – come see for yourself!

http://smg.photobucket.com/albums/v79/doctordirt/Anzio%20J
uly%2006/

Photos from the
Teterboro Wings and Wheels Show Sunday
August 19th 2006
Photos by Ed Marchese
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Price is $300. The trailers may be seen at the Sterling Hill Mining Museum in
Ogdensburg, NJ. Call Bob Hauck @ (973) 875-9444 after 6 PM.

If you miss a meeting and want to post an item in the Classified
Advertising column of the newsletter, please feel free to call
Dave Steinert @ (973) 347-9091 or you can email him at:
steinert@worldnet.att.net.
For Sale: 1953 Willys Jeep Engine, Four-Cylinder, "Go-Devil" Flat Head. This
engine is presently installed in my CJ-3A. It has many miles on it and is need
of rebuilding. It burns a little oil, there is some smoke, but the plugs don't foul
easily. The oil pressure at start is only 20 psi and drops to nil after warm up.
No death rattles, yet. You can come and here it run before it is removed from
the vehicle. This is a good engine core to start a rebuild on. You will need the
external accessories, i.e. carburetor, water pump, clutch, starter, etc. To see
a picture go here: $100.00 Call George Wagner @ (973) 927-7616
home.att.net/~gmw.garage.sale/parts_for_sale_files/parts_for_sale.htm
For Sale: Transmission w/PTO from '53 M37, very low miles $100 firm. 5
used 9.00x16 tires with used tubes and flaps, including 1 NDT (sipped tread)
and 4 Power King mud tractions w/ very low miles $50 for all 5 firm. Robert @
(908) 770-0111 Far Hills.
For Sale: Prices Reduced -1952 GMC M211 2-1/2 ton Cargo truck with 50
cal. MG. $2500, 1975 Chevrolet Automatic C60 Air Force Tanker, $2500.
M151 Jeep curtains-$50 a set. Jeep rims $75 with tire and tube $125.
Heavy-duty tow bar $200. 1964 American La France Fire Truck, Class A
Spartan Pumper (1000 gals per minute). Repowered in 1980 with a Detroit
Diesel Engine 6-71N, new power steering, new clutch, new air brakes, kept
inside, good condition $5000. 8” snatch block-$75. Boarding ladder-$25, 8ft.
pick up cap $100, Water Buffalos, good condition, $500. M105 trailers, $250
each. Tandem car trailer-$750, Search Light trailer-2 spots and new
generator-$500. 30 ft. Army Box trailer with drop sides, tandem 9:20 tires$500. Jeep pedestal gun mount-$250. Call Wally Carter between 7PM and
8PM @ (973) 366-5140. (7/06)

For Sale: Full OD canvas top for 5-ton truck, $500 or BO. Call Jack
McDevitt @ (845) 987-7796.
For Sale: 1952 M38A1, good shape, $7500. 1970 John Deere Loader
Tractor, 3-point hitch & attachments, $4500. 1960s CJ5 Jeep, 1000 made w/
factory winch, rare vehicle, $3500. Two M35A2s, call for details. M416 trailer,
$500. Call Jude Meehan @ (732) 528-5422. (5/06)
For Sale: 30 - 2 ½ ton and 5 ton trucks in stock - cargo, dumps, wreckers,
bridge trucks, M36 LWB, Pole setter, winches, whistlers, Cummins etc. 1946
CJ2A Jeep, runs well, body good, has a title, brakes ok, tires good $3100.
M38A1 JEEP, 4 wheel drive, converted to 12 volt, plow works well,
engine/belt driven hydraulic pump for plow, chains on rear tires, brakes need
work, runs and drives well, has a title $1200. M886 DODGE AMBULANCE,
1978, 4 wheel drive, excellent tires, spare included, 318 V-8 engine, runs,
drives, stops GREAT. Needs front window, Just cleaned and painted (05-14)
$2775. M274A2 MULE, 4 wheel drive, 4 wheel steer, in excellent shape, runs
and drives great, $6200. M342A2 2 ½ ton dump truck - just in- call. Jeep
Commando, V-6 Gas engine, 4 Wheel Drive, 3 speed on the floor, snow plow
with rubber edge, runs good, brake are ok, tires very good, body is rusty,
$1000. Portable light sets; Onan engines and generators; electric start, lights
are very bright $1275 4 available, Towed Aggregate Spreader, Trailer
mounted $1750, HMMWV Tires, some on rims, all in excellent shape $100
each. Dave Newman (215) 598-8227 dave@easternsurplus.net pictures
www.easternsurplus.net
For Sale: 1969 AMG M35A2, multi-fuel, new canvas, about 2800 hrs, good
condition, $8000. 1953 Checker trailer M105A1, good condition $2000. Both
truck and trailer, $9000. Call Pat Coughlan @ (908) 459-4696.
For Sale: Trailer, 1/4 ton, M-415, (with the square fenders) Pretty decent
condition, needs WD-40, sand blasting, and some work on the Floor which is
rusted in places, but holds water. Price is $250. Shop Trailer, 3/4 ton, suitable
for M-37 Truck. It has a metal, domed, lockable, watertight cover and the
inside is compartmented to hold tools. Needs sandblasting and some TLC.
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For Sale: Original WWII Manuals. TM 9-726-Light Tank M3 (Stuart), 252
pages, dated July 15, 1942, VG Cond.-$45. TM 9-1727B-Engine Cooling,
electrical and fuel systems for Light Tank M5 and 75 MM Howitzer Motor
Carriage M8 (Stuart), 251 pages, dated Jan. 4, 1943, VG cond.-$45. TM 9775-Landing Vehicle Tracked, MK MK II, 406 pages, and I dated Feb. 5,
1944, VG cond.-$60. Call Harold Ratzburg @ (973) 887-2574.
For Sale: M416 ¼-ton trailer sandblasted and ready for your custom paint.
Located near Quakertown, PA. $850. Or best offer. Please call Ron @ (267)
377-0069. (3/06)
For Sale: 1963 Dodge M37B1 3/4 ton 4X4 weapons/troop carrier, $8500. Or
best reasonable offer. Call Bill Peaslee @ (732) 489-1012 anytime or
bpeaslee@aol.com. See photos and details at the following website:
www.dodgepowerwagon.com/classifieds/peaslee63m37.php. (3/06)
For Sale: M151 Engine with 20,000 miles, $225. M151-A2 engine and
transmission, $325. Call Andrew @ (201) 206-6450. (12/05)
For Sale: WWII Jeep Radio BC-659. The set includes the receiver and
transmitter, power pack case, mounting bracket, hand microphone and ear
phone receivers, $575. WWII Civil Defense Fire Extinguisher; Consists of
ater can with powerful hand pump, painted OD, $15. Call Harold Ratzburg @
(973) 887-2574. (12/05)
For Sale: 2-1984 CUCV, M1009s (Blazers), camo color, and 69,000 miles,
green color, 88,000 miles. Both trucks just tuned up, filters changed and road
tested with good rubber...ready for everyday use or with a few details ready
for parades or display, $6,000 each. Will talk. Call Steve Vidam @ (973) 9486170 evenings and weekends.
(11/05)
For Sale: 1987 Humvee loaded with options. NJ title AMG87xxxxx 20k miles,
4 door fiberglass hardtop, radials, high back buckets, winch, luverne brush
guard, airdrop bumper, swingaway spare tire & dual fuel can mounts, VIC1
intercom, new glow plugs/controller, manuals, spares, pioneer rack/tools, 3
radio antennas, radio mount, (sorry radios sold) sunvisors, wc mirrors. trans
park/led marker/fording kits need to be installed $35,000 free delivery within
100 miles. Pictures can be seen at
solo11.abac.com/zorroab1/VEHICLES/HUMVEE.htm
Jeff Ciccone @ (609) 641-2594 email humveejeff@yahoo.com
(10/05)
For Sale: ½ ton trailer racks - fronts or rears $25.00 each. Military Fuel Cans$10.00,. Allice belt clips- $0.50 each, P/S magazines $1.00 each, Hummer
Jack & Handle-$20.00, Complete set of bows & canvas for a M1101 trailer
(new in box) $300.00, Keith Boda @ (732) 297-1751.
(10/05)
For Sale: Carpenter's Shop Trailer with lift gate on M105 1-1/2 ton trailer. 15”
radial Delta arm saw. Great condition must see $3500. Art Swain @ (201)
387-8961 E-mail: aws@mtaofnj.us (8/05)
For Sale: Military Vehicle Magazines, only 27 issues left (out of 106), so
order soon before most of them run out. Have several new manuals too.
Check’em out at www.swapmeetdave.com or call Dave Ahl at (973) 2850716. (7/05)
For Sale: 24-volt portable Twiney Generator. Call Brian @ (973) 209-0454.
Wanted: M38 rearview mirror, arm and mounting bracket. NOS or Used/take
off OK. Also looking for M38 doorframe kits (both sides) and side curtainmounting rods for both sides. Call Ed @ (973) 779-6283 (evenings/wknds).
Wanted: Vietnam militaria for re-enactment. We want to educate people on
what life was like for soldiers in Vietnam. Items are not for resale. Ed Pavlick,
@ (973) 347-3866, leave message.
Wanted: need front or back panel or both for a M416 trailer, need to repair a
Trailer, contact BIG LOU. Call @ (732) 761-9317 or
EMAIL:topmikepapa@hotmail.com
Wanted: Complete front winch for Ford GTB…call Mark @ (973) 263-1923.
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Military Transport Association
Of North Jersey
P.O. Box 393
Budd Lake, NJ 07828

Military Transport Association of North Jersey
A Chapter of the Military Vehicle Preservation Association

The Military Transport Association of North Jersey is a nonprofit organization for people interested in collecting,
restoring, displaying, and operating historic military vehicles.
Members of the club participate in 15 to 20 parades every year
as well as educational events, militaria and truck shows,
rallies, trail rides and visits to veteran’s homes.
Members also participate in projects such as restoring a
jeep for the National Guard Museum, the National Night Out,
USMC Toys for Tots campaign, fund raising for the National
WWII and Korean War Memorials, Boy Scout projects, and
National Guard recruiting campaigns.
Meetings are held on the second Monday of every month at
the Whippany American Legion Hall, Legion Place, Whippany,
NJ. You can come between 7:00 and 7:30 p.m. to eat pizza,
sandwiches and enjoy other refreshments. Beer and wine is
available from the Legion Hall. The meeting starts at 8:00 p.m.
and is normally over by 9:00 p.m.
Join the MTA now and receive:
•
12 issues of the Motor Pool Messenger newsletter.
•
FREE classified sales and want ads in the newsletter.
•
Notices of parades and events in which you can
participate.
•
FREE annual picnic and FREE annual pizza party.
•
FREE MTA embroidered patch (when you attend an
event).
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To join the Military Transport Association, send this form (or
the same information on a blank sheet of paper) with $20.00
annual membership dues ($25.00 for Family Membership) to
the address below. Dues are for the calendar year.
Name_______________________________________________
Address____________________________________________
City, State, Zip_______________________________________
Telephone (________)________________________________
Email_______________________________________________
Military vehicle(s) owned_____________________________
Mail completed application with $20.00 annual dues to:

Military Transport Ass’n of North Jersey
P.O. Box 393
Budd Lake, NJ 07828
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