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ON THE COVER-Just a few of the many military vehicles on
display at the Red Ball Gilbert, PA Show. (Photo courtesy of
George Wagner)
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functional WW2 military encampment, continual “period”
music piped in over a PA system, an area for vehicles for
sale, guided walking tours of the display vehicles, a functional
military “Communications” tent, a fly over by Nick Kapotes in
his vintage 1942 Aeronca L3 artillery spotting plane (this is
now news to him!), technical presentations/seminars on
assorted subjects, moving vehicle competitions, and a display
th
recognizing the 35 anniversary of our club.

NOTICE: The October 2006 MTA monthly meeting will be held
on Monday, October 9th at the Whippany American Legion
Post, Legion Place, Whippany, NJ. Refreshments at 7:00 PM,
meeting begins at 8:00 PM.

Meeting Minutes of the September 11th, 2006
Military Transport Association
Although there were about 23 of us present at the meeting,
we drew up short when it came to being graced by the
presence of our elected officials. Only two of our officers were
in
attendance,
Secretary
Bob
Rooke,
and
NewsletterMembership chairman Dave Steinert, neither of
whom jumped at the opportunity to rein in this motley crew.
Had this been any other organization, rioting and unbridled
chaos surely would have erupted, but not us. Not this
evening. Fortunately, out of the festering unrest rose a savior,
a man among men, our knight in shining armor, a guy in a tie
of all things…John Dwyer! We now knew we had not made
the trip to Whippany for nothing!
Gavelless, John was forced to improvise and brought the
meeting to order using a soda can (empty) and a table top; it
was 8:04 p.m., and it worked.
All of us were fully aware of the horrific events that had
occurred on this day 5 years earlier. It was the day the twin
towers in New York City were removed from the world’s most
significant skyline. The day the walls were breached at
“Fortress Pentagon”. The day an airliner, under the control of
fanatical terrorists, was buried in the earth by citizens willing
to die for THEIR country. The day thousands of innocent
American patriots had their lives snuffed short, stolen from
them. It was the day our world and life styles were changed,
regrettably forever, by ruthless terrorists. In humble respect
we all bowed our heads as one in silence offering up our
prayers, thoughts, hopes, and aspirations, what ever we felt
appropriate, before proceeding with the meetings limited
agenda.
2007 Swap Meet: Ed Marchese took the floor and brought
us all up to date on what he hopes to accomplish with the
2007 show. It was a very detailed, thorough presentation, and
by my reckoning, on target for being our best show ever. In
the interest of time and space I will only mention the
highlights of what Ed has in mind. The show will be at the
th
th
Sussex Fairground on April 14 and 15 , 2007. Both days will
be packed with events and activities. There will be a
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Bob Rooke suggested that in addition to having the
“professionally guided” vehicle tours (which everyone agreed
was an outstanding idea), that a “Self-Guided” tour booklet be
made available, possibly for a small charge. That way, visitors
have the option of educating themselves, have a souvenir
booklet to take home, and can appreciate the display vehicles
on their own time. Towards that end, Tom McHugh
volunteered to put together the tour booklet. (Those of you
that want your vehicles included in this program should
contact Tom. He will need as detailed, or generic, a
description as you care to provide, including the vehicle's
history if you have it.)
Lastly, Ed informed us that there will be a small horse
show running concurrently with ours at the fairgrounds. He
does not anticipate any conflict. Before concluding, he
reminded us that volunteers are needed. As you can now
see, there will be many tasks and positions available!
Parades and Events: Peter Schindo was not present so
John Dwyer did an admirable job bringing us up to date on
past and future club activities; mostly from memory I might
add!
th
Once again the 254 Coastal Artillery Battalion wants our
WW2 vehicles at Sandy Hook. The event is scheduled for the
th
th
last weekend in October (28 & 29 ) and anyone interested
should contact Frank Eichenlaub.
th
There will be a parade in Summit, NJ on September 24 .
th
On October 7 the Kenilworth VFW would love to have
some of our vehicles in their parade.
st
John Dwyer hopes to arrange a trail ride on the 21 of
October. Presently, he expects the tour to have a decidedly
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Revolutionary War flavor, incorporating at least Jockey
Hollow Park, the NJ Brigade area, and Fort Nonsense.
On November 4, the Hunterdon County Park Commission
will be holding their annual “Touch-A-Truck” function in
Flemington, NJ. It was suggested that anyone considering the
event pay close attention to its name, particularly the first
word. This is a hands-on event and not something for those of
us who do not care to have wee folks crawling all over our
vehicles!
Lastly, the NYC Veterans Day parade will be held on
November 11, 2006. Contact Peter Schindo through our
website for specific details.

Well, that about wraps it up. The meeting ended at 8:46 p.m.
Until next time,
Robert C. Rooke, Jr.

Treasurer’s Report: Once again Jack McDevitt filled in for
his wife, Ginnie, our official treasurer. It was a brief report but
from what I could tell we are still flush with cash. The Club
has an operating balance of $6,175.00, and the Swap Meet
coiffures now round out to $8,353.00.

Military Transport Association
Election Requirements
September Meeting:
Nomination Committee, Tom McHugh Chairman
Members: Fred Schlesinger, Dave Steinert
September Newsletter:
REQUEST ALL INDIVIDUALS INTERESTED IN AN
ELECTED POSITION should CONTACT:
Tom McHugh: tmmchugh@msn.com
Fred Schlesinger: fred@schlesingers.net
Dave Steinert: steinert@worldnet.att.net
Newsletter and Membership: Dave Steinert, thanked
contributors for their articles and “Uncle Dave” Young for his
assistance in folding and addressing the latest missal.
New Business: Club elections will be fast upon us, though I
am not sure for what positions, so think of possible
candidates.
Anyone interested in a festive holiday dinner at Picatinny
Arsenal? We need to let John Dwyer know our intentions.
New Member: Paul Dormont just joined the club, and has
already participated in 2 of our events! He is the proud owner
of an M35 A2.
MTA of NJ Newsletter
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October Meeting:
Nominating Committee Report First Reading
October Newsletter:
Ballot of Nominated Officers. Ballots must be returned by
th
NOV 8 ???
November Meeting:
Nominations Second Reading & Election of Officers for 2007
– 2009
December Meeting:
Installation of Officers.
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NOMINATION COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN’S COMMENTS:
In the past, some MTA members felt that the Election
process was slightly limited. The By-Laws revision in 2003
has eliminated even the appearance of impropriety.
Every
MTA Member that has interest, should seriously consider
submitting their name & participating in the Election &
thereafter in the growth of the MTA.
Change at times seems bad, but it should be utilized for a
change of routine. This can help make club participation
interesting to all members. Change makes the future
interesting.
A few individuals thought that their personality was too
forceful to run a good club. The same personality comes
across to the membership as not forceful, but deliberate.
With other club members working with them, they are exactly
the kind of leadership that makes a club great.

By May 1917 the members of the home guard were fitted
for uniforms and Morris County allocated $12,000 for arms
and ammunition for the force. A contemporary picture of the
Morris County Guard shows them all uniformed in WWI Armystyle high collar blouses, uniform trousers and leggings,
Stetson hats and armed with Browning shotguns. This was a
non-military civilian force, but they sure looked formidable!

NOTE: My personal hope is that they step up this year & run
for office. I look forward to working with them for the good of
the MTA. This can be your two (2) years to make the MTA
move forward.
Tom McHugh

Election Committee Chairman
The Morris County Guard
By John Dwyer

Morristown and surrounding communities also had other
volunteer forces. The “Morristown Infantry Battalion” was
raised by Major John Gillespie, a former regular Army officer
who became a wealthy financier. His 100 man unit was all
privately financed and had arms, uniforms, and horses. Their
purpose was also to protect the town from sabotage or
subversive elements. Even small towns like Rockaway,
Mendham, and Livingston raised their own “Infantry
Battalions.”

th

We are celebrating the 35 Anniversary of the founding of
the MTA in 2007, but the MTA is not the first group in Morris
County to put machine guns on motor vehicles.
In April 1917, in response the US declaration of war,
Sheriff William H. Thompson formed two companies of forty
men each to be the “Morris County Guard.” One company
was to be a dismounted unit and the other was a machine
gun squad with three 1895 Colt machine guns and three Ford
Model T motorcars. This was a civilian volunteer force whose
purpose was to guard key facilities against possible sabotage
or attack by “dangerous enemy aliens.” One of their first acts
as an organization was to conduct a door-to-door census in
Morristown and note every occupant by name, occupation,
race, religion, and national origin. I don’t think they would be
able to do that these days!
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The New Jersey National Guard was the only “officially”
recognized military organization in the County and was busy
preparing for mobilization and eventual deployment to
France. All three organizations participated in ceremonies,
parades, and military field days together. One big joint field
event occurred on June 11, 1917 at the Whippany River Club.
October 2006

All three organizations demonstrated maneuvers and
conducted live-fire exercises – to include the touring cars with
their machine guns. A public sham-battle was also staged
between the organizations.
The Morris County Guard had an enthusiastic start in the
great patriotic wave following the declaration of War against
Germany. Men flocked to be a part of the defense of the
state. Patriotism ran high – and some villages even changed
their names to reflect the anti-German sentiment. German
Valley became Long Valley and Germantown became
Oldwick. Even sauerkraut became victory cabbage in the
fervor. Unfortunately, the Morris Guard could not sustain their
operations or strength – especially when nobody sabotaged
any railroad bridges or poisoned the livestock in Morris
County. By the fall of 1917 the organization had lost more
than half of its men to the National Guard – who were called
to active duty. It was disbanded in early 1918, after a brief
chapter in local history.
The Morristown Infantry Battalion remained in service until
after the Armistice, and even staged a parade for the Morris
County soldiers returning from France. It soon disappeared
as there was no longer a need for its service.
I have not been able to ascertain just what happened to all
of the arms and ammunition that were supplied by the County
of Morris. More, I would love to find those three Ford Model T
touring cars with their Colt “Potato Digger” machine guns. It
would make a great addition to the MTA!
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The 2006 Red Ball Express Show at Gilbert, PA
By Dave Steinert

The annual Red Ball Express Military Vehicle Show was
held on September 22-24, 2006 at the West End Fairgrounds
in Gilbert, PA. After a week of fairly nice weather, early
Saturday Morning began with a brief torrential downpour that
quickly ended leaving a mostly cloudy and damp day. But the
weather did not dampen the spirits or the attendance at the
show. Over 100 vintage military vehicles participated in the
three-day event.
Weather permitting, the West End Fairgrounds provide an
excellent environment for a military vehicle show. The vendor
spaces are regimentally spaced along the two paved
concourses that run the length of the fairgrounds, making
easy access for loading and unloading. The majority of the
vending spaces are shaded by a large populace of trees
scattered throughout the property that can provide shelter
from a cloudless sky. Some vendors can sell and display their
wares from a few wooden pavilions that were built to provide
shelter for regular fair exhibits. At one end of the fairgrounds,
situated near the racetrack, is the military vehicle display area
that is also sparely shaded. Like most country fairgrounds,
there is plenty of acreage for general public parking, which at
this particular event was somewhat muddy and rutty from the
brief downpour.
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This show is well attended by members of the MTA. It’s a
great event to find that much needed part for your MV or to
find that “goody” for your collection. The show attracts
vendors from all over the country and provides a great
network in acquiring that hard to find accessory for your
particular military vehicle.

One of the interesting displays this year was a group of
th
radio-controlled 1/6 scale tanks that one vendor meticulously
built. These tanks were made out of steel with metal tracks
and wheels. They moved across the concrete pavilion floor
with the ‘clickety-clank” of a real tank. The vendor claimed
there was no sound card in the tank and it was just the
natural sound of the metal tracks. The turrets were radio
controlled and revolved from side to side with the press of a
lever. The detailing on these armored vehicles was fantastic.
Inside each vehicle was a smoke generator that emitted a
slight hint of exhaust from its bowels. Any lighting on the
vehicles was clearly visible. Many tedious hours of work were
exemplified in the end product. Great example of modeling at
it’s best.

with the hobby to be exposed to the “olive drab fever” that
runs contagiously among us enthusiasts in the hobby.

Despite the dismal weather on Saturday it seems the show
was a success. The amount of vintage military vehicles on
display was overwhelming and we congratulate the Red Ball
Express on an well-organized and entertaining event. See ya’
next year.

All photos in this article courtesy of George Wagner
Upcoming MTA Events
th

October 7 2006-The Kenilworth VFW would love to have some of
our vehicles in their parade (Contact Peter Schindo for details).
st

October 21 2006-Trail Ride through Jockey Hollow and fall leave
tour. (Contact John Dwyer for details)
th

th

th

October 28 & 29 2006-The 254 Coastal Artillery Battalion wants
our WW2 vehicles at Sandy Hook. Contact Frank Eichenlaub for
details).

What has become an annual activity at the Red Ball Show
is the provision for the general public to experience a ride in a
vintage military vehicle. Rides in a WWII CCKW and halftrack were offered several times during the course of the
show. It really provides an opportunity for those unfamiliar
MTA of NJ Newsletter
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th

November 4 2006- The Hunterdon County Park Commission will
be holding their annual “Touch-A-Truck” function in Flemington, NJ.
(Contact John Dwyer for details).
th

November 11 2006- NYC Veterans Day Parade.
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For Sale: 1969 AMG M35A2, multi-fuel, new canvas, about 2800
hrs, good condition, $8000. 1953 Checker trailer M105A1, good
condition $2000. Both truck and trailer, $9000. Call Pat Coughlan @
(908) 459-4696.

If you miss a meeting and want to post an item in the Classified
Advertising column of the newsletter, please feel free to call
Dave Steinert @ (973) 347-9091 or you can e-mail him at:
steinert@worldnet.att.net.

For Sale: Looking for a military vehicle? From projects to
ground-up Restorations and everything in between!
Check out: www.usmilitaryvehicles.com
For Sale: 2 ½ ton & 5 ton trucks in stock- 30 to choose from. M812
Bridge truck with front and rear winches, Cummins diesels, some
with recent MWO rebuilds. 5 ton with twin boom wrecker, gas
engine; rough but runs $3750. Military International Paystar 5000
dump truck with turbo Cummins, auto trans, 1500 hours- super clean
$16,750. M813 Cummins C&C with 14 foot rock body dump truck. 2½ ton van truck, photographic development body, gas engine,
$3000, bill of sale only. 6- M35A2 coming in, some with winches.
M880 dodge pickup truck, 1976, $2775. M38A1 with plow, no cab
top, runs well, rough, $975. Bulldozers: AC HD5 Detroit diesel & Cat
D8 cable blade with pony start- both run operate well. Portable light
sets, on wheels, onan generators, electric start $1275 really bright
lights! Dave Newman @ (215) 598-8227 www.easternsurplus.net or
e-mail dave @easternsurplus.net. (9/06)
For Sale: 1953 Willys Jeep Engine, Four-Cylinder, "Go-Devil" Flat
Head. This engine is presently installed in my CJ-3A. It has many
miles on it and is need of rebuilding. It burns a little oil, there is some
smoke, but the plugs don't foul easily. The oil pressure at start is
only 20 psi and drops to nil after warm up. No death rattles, yet. You
can come and here it run before it is removed from the vehicle. This
is a good engine core to start a rebuild on. You will need the external
accessories, i.e. carburetor, water pump, clutch, starter, etc. To see
a picture go here:
http://home.att.net/%7Egmw.garage.sale/parts_for_sale_files/parts_f
or_sale.htm $100.00 Call George Wagner @ (973) 927-7616
For Sale: Transmission w/PTO from '53 M37, very low miles $100
firm. 5 used 9.00x16 tires with used tubes and flaps, including 1
NDT (sipped tread) and 4 Power King mud tractions w/ very low
miles $50 for all 5 firm. Robert @ (908) 770-0111 Far Hills.
For Sale: Prices Reduced-1952 GMC M211 2-1/2 ton Cargo truck
with 50 cal. MG.-$2500, 1975 Chevrolet Automatic C60 Air Force
Tanker, $2500. M151 Jeep curtains-$50 a set. Jeep rims-$75 with
tire and tube-$125. Heavy-duty tow bar -$200. 1964 American La
France Fire Truck, Class A Spartan Pumper (1000 gals per minute).
Repowered in 1980 with a Detroit Diesel Engine 6-71N, new power
steering, new clutch, new air brakes, kept inside, good condition
$5000. 8” snatch block-$75. Boarding ladder-$25, 8ft. pick up cap$100, Water Buffalos, good condition, $500. M105 trailers, $250
each. Tandem car trailer-$750, Search Light trailer-2 spots and new
generator-$500. 30 ft. Army Box trailer with drop sides, tandem 9:20
tires-$500. Jeep pedestal gun mount-$250. Call Wally Carter
between 7PM and 8PM @ (973) 366-5140. (7/06)
For Sale: 1952 M38A1, good shape, $7500. 1970 John Deere
Loader Tractor, 3-point hitch & attachments, $4500. 1960s CJ5
Jeep, 1000 made w/ factory winch, rare vehicle, $3500. Two
M35A2s, call for details. M416 trailer, $500. Call Jude Meehan @
(732) 528-5422. (5/06)
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For Sale: Trailer, 1/4 ton, M-415, (with the square fenders) Pretty
decent condition, needs WD-40, sand blasting, and some work on
the Floor which is rusted in places, but holds water. Price is $250.
Shop Trailer, 3/4 ton, suitable for M-37 Truck. It has a metal,
domed, lockable, watertight cover and the inside is compartmented
to hold tools. Needs sandblasting and some TLC. Price is $300.
The trailers may be seen at the Sterling Hill Mining Museum in
Ogdensburg, NJ. Call Bob Hauck @ (973) 875-9444 after 6 PM.
For Sale: Original WWII Manuals. TM 9-726-Light Tank M3 (Stuart), 252
pages, dated July 15, 1942, VG Cond.-$45. TM 9-1727B-Engine cooling,
electrical and fuel systems for Light Tank M5 and 75 MM Howitzer Motor. For
Sale: M416 ¼-ton trailer sandblasted and ready for your custom paint.
Located near Quakertown, PA, $850, or best offer. Please call Ron @ (267)
377-0069. (3/06)
For Sale: 1963 Dodge M37B1 3/4 ton 4X4 weapons/troop carrier. $8500. or
best reasonable offer. Call Bill Peaslee @ (732) 489-1012 anytime or
bpeaslee@aol.com. See photos and details at the following website:
http://www.dodgepowerwagon.com/classifieds/peaslee63m37.php . (3/06)

For Sale: M151 Engine with 20,000 miles, $225. M151-A2 engine and
transmission, $325. Call Andrew @ (201) 206-6450. (12/05)
For Sale: 2-1984 CUCV, M1009s (Blazers), camo color, 69,000 miles,..green
color, 88,000 miles. Both trucks just tuned up, filters changed and road tested
with good rubber...ready for everyday use or with a few details ready for
parades or display. $6,000 each. Will talk. Call Steve Vidam @ (973) 9486170 evenings and weekends.
(11/05)
For Sale: 1987 Humvee loaded with options. NJ title AMG87xxxxx 20k miles,
4 door fiberglass hardtop, radials, high back buckets, winch, luverne brush
guard, airdrop bumper, swingaway spare tire & dual fuel can mounts, VIC1
intercom, new glow plugs/controller, manuals, spares, pioneer rack/tools, 3
radio antennas, radio mount, (sorry radios sold) sunvisors, wc mirrors. trans
park/led marker/fording kits need to be installed $35,000 free delivery within
100 miles. Pictures can be seen at
http://solo11.abac.com/zorroab1/VEHICLES/HUMVEE.htm
Jeff Ciccone @ (609) 641-2594 e-mail humveejeff@yahoo.com
(10/05)
For Sale: ½ ton trailer racks - front or rear $25.00 each. Military Fuel Cans$10.00,. Allice belt clips- $0.50 each, P/S magazines $1.00 each, Hummer
Jack & Handle-$20.00, Complete set of bows & canvas for a M1101 trailer
(new in box) $300.00, Keith Boda @ (732) 297-1751.
(10/05)
For Sale: Carpenter’s Shop Trailer with lift gate on M105 1-1/2 ton trailer. 15”
radial Delta arm saw. Great condition must see $3500. Art Swain @ (201)
387-8961 e-mail: aws@mtaofnj.us (8/05)
For Sale: Military Vehicle Magazines, only 27 issues left (out of 106), so
order soon before most of them run out. Have several new manuals too.
Check’em out at www.swapmeetdave.com or call Dave Ahl @ (973) 2850716. (7/05)
For Sale: 24-volt portable Twiney Generator. Call Brian @ (973) 209-0454.
WANTED: M38 rearview mirror, arm and mounting bracket. NOS or
Used/take off OK. Also looking for M38 doorframe kits (both sides) and side
curtain-mounting rods for both sides. Call Ed @ (973) 779-6283
(evenings/wknds).
WANTED: Vietnam militaria for re-enactment. We want to educate people on
what life was like for soldiers in Vietnam. Items are not for resale. Ed Pavlick,
@ (973) 347-3866, leave message
WANTED: need front or back panel or both for a M416 trailer, need to repair
a trailer. Contact BIG LOU @ (732) 761 9317 or e-mail
topmikepapa@hotmail.com
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Military Transport Association
Of North Jersey
P.O. Box 393
Budd Lake, NJ 07828

Military Transport Association of North Jersey
A Chapter of the Military Vehicle Preservation Association
The Military Transport Association of North Jersey is a nonprofit organization for people interested in collecting,
restoring, displaying, and operating historic military vehicles.
Members of the club participate in 15 to 20 parades every year
as well as educational events, militaria and truck shows,
rallies, trail rides and visits to veteran’s homes.
Members also participate in projects such as restoring a
jeep for the National Guard Museum, the National Night Out,
USMC Toys for Tots campaign, fund raising for the National
WWII and Korean War Memorials, Boy Scout projects, and
National Guard recruiting campaigns.
Meetings are held on the second Monday of every month at
the Whippany American Legion Hall, Legion Place, Whippany,
NJ. You can come between 7:00 and 7:30 p.m. to eat pizza,
sandwiches and enjoy other refreshments. Beer and wine is
available from the Legion Hall. The meeting starts at 8:00 p.m.
and is normally over by 9:00 p.m.
Join the MTA now and receive:
•
12 issues of the Motor Pool Messenger newsletter.
•
FREE classified sales and want ads in the newsletter.
•
Notices of parades and events in which you can
participate.
•
FREE annual picnic and FREE annual pizza party.
•
FREE MTA embroidered patch (when you attend an
event).
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To join the Military Transport Association, send this form (or
the same information on a blank sheet of paper) with $20.00
annual membership dues ($25.00 for Family Membership) to
the address below. Dues are for the calendar year.
Name_______________________________________________
Address____________________________________________
City, State, Zip_______________________________________
Telephone (________)________________________________
Email_______________________________________________
Military vehicle(s) owned_____________________________
Mail completed application with $20.00 annual dues to:

Military Transport Ass’n of North Jersey
P.O. Box 393
Budd Lake, NJ 07828
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