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ON THE COVER-Picture of a snow covered Jeep at the 2004
Battle of the Bulge at Indiantown Gap, PA. (Picture courtesy of
John Dwyer).

MTA 2006 Officers and Staff
President……………….. Fred Schlesinger, 973-228-7257
Vice President…………...…John Sobotka, 973-398-3692
Recording Secretary………..…Bob Rooke, 973-605-8151
Corresponding Secretary….……Dave Ahl, 973-285-0716
Treasurer……………….…Ginnie McDevitt, 845-987-7896
Parade/Events Coord.……..Peter Schindo, 201-444-3198
Newsletter/Membership……Dave Steinert, 973-347-9091
Web Master………………George Wagner, 973-927-7616
2007 Sussex Show Info……Ed Marchese, 973-779-6283
NOTICE: The December 2006 MTA monthly meeting will be held
on Monday, December 11th at the Whippany American Legion
Post, Legion Place, Whippany, NJ. Refreshments at 7:00 PM,
meeting begins at 8:00 PM.

Again this year, the MTA is supporting the US Marine
Corps “Toys For Tots” Campaign. Please bring your
unwrapped toys to the December meeting.

Meeting Minutes of the November 13th, 2006
Military Transport Association
With nearly 30 members in attendance our meeting was
brought to order as the clock swept into its eighth post
meridian hour. The National pledge was administered,
followed by a few moments of silence for our veterans and
current soldiers serving overseas.
As the flag was precariously suspended from cockeyed
fasteners on the wall, listing dramatically to the starboard side
I might add, it was decided that our official ‘Stars and Bars’
needed an official pole from which to display it. George
Wagner volunteered to obtain one.
With that issue resolved, last months minutes were
approved and seconded, thank goodness! Before moving on,
let me take but a brief moment here to pass my sincere
thanks and appreciation on to George Wagner. George filled
in as acting secretary last month during my absence, and did
an outstanding job.
Treasurer’s Report: Jack McDevitt gave us a brief, albeit
concise, snapshot of our financial posture. As of October 31,
2006 we had $7,336.00 available for cash operations, and
$8,488.00 earmarked for our upcoming swap meet.
Parades and Events: Chairman Peter Schindo stepped into
the limelight this evening announcing his anticipated
retirement from the one-man job. The announcement,
coupled with the fact that it is sometimes a ruthless position to
hold down (second only to that of club secretary!), dismayed
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many, and opened the door for a preponderance of solutions,
suggestions, and stipulations concerning our options.
Without a doubt, parades and events are our lifeblood and
something that everyone present had some sort of an opinion
about, be it passionate or humble. However, in the interest of
expediting the reading of these minutes, first, let me tell the
reader what resulted after nearly 35 minutes of discussion.
Then, for those of you with nothing better to do, well, you can
read of the details.
[Extended drum roll, please]…. We formed a Parades and
Events Committee to handle the issues! Gordan Hiltbold
offered to be the ring-leader, closely supported by Randy
Emr, George Wagner, and Peter Schindo. All four men let it
be known that they would love other members with interest,
but not present this evening, to step forth, let themselves be
known, and offer a hand as well. PLEASE. The committee will
advise us as to future policies and procedures after they have
had an opportunity to consolidate their thoughts and make
their ideas known to the constituency. Now for the details.
Peter Schindo got the ball rolling with his hands-on
observations and suggestion. He contends that those of us
that participate in events, particularly parades, tend to have
favorite ones; ones that we strive to attend year in and year
out. Peter proposed that we consider having these ‘parade
specific’ members handle the logistics and oversee the
running of ‘their’ parade or event for the club. That way, the
workload could be spread out among several members,
taking a lot of the burden off our ‘one man committee’.
Instead of having one man doing 30 events, we ideally could
have 30 men doing one event each. The concept was well
received and sounded appealing.
Then Dave Ahl was given the floor. Dave had a different
read on things and shared observations with us reminiscent
of and structured around his many years as a member of the
club. Dave spoke very fondly of what I will call ‘the good old
days’. Several other members, including, John Sobatka and
Brian Bancale also concurred with Dave’s vision. There was
a time when the club was not spread out quite so thin, when
we participated in less than a dozen or so events each year,
and when many members would show up for the events,
(presumably because there were not so many events: your
proverbial “Catch-22”.) and make a fun day of it. Events rarely
conflicted with each other and members had more time to
dedicate to each other and the club. Now-a-days we seem to
be spread too thin and do not have the time to stop and smell
the oiled canvas. Is this what we want?
It was easy to see the older members warm up to this
notion, but, as was pointed out by several others (in so many
words), the club has metamorphosed since way back when
and grown substantially in size: membership, events, and
offerings: not necessarily a bad thing. As I then pointed out, it
takes money to facilitate these changes, and our principle
(reliable) source of useable assets for all this comes from the
parades, and will remain so unless we raise our dues. Cutting
back on parade participation will not only diminish our cash
flow, but, once we stop providing vehicles for a town, may
preclude us from ever being asked back to provide vehicles
for compensation in that town again. I proceeded to point out
that despite most everyone’s general dislike for running the
parades program; we always have gotten the job done, every
year, with outstanding results. The underlying problem has
generally been getting one individual to spearhead the

December 2006

program. Towards that end, I suggested we form a committee
to run things and see how that works first, before we start
cutting back on parades and putting ourselves in a situation
we may regret later on.
Club President Fred Schlesinger pointed out that, year to
date, the Club has received $2,165 from dues, $1,170 from
movie deals, and $4,050 from parades.
Art Swain suggested that maybe we consider dividing the
parades up amongst Club members divvying the
responsibility up under an agreed upon designation such as
by: county, holiday, month, or like Peter Schindo mentioned
earlier, by town.
Jim Moore stepped up to bat and proposed that we form a
committee to handle parades and concurrently assess its
feasibility. His motion was seconded, and several members
graciously volunteered to be on it, as mentioned earlier.

restricting, even further, the private use of vehicles bearing
this identification. Randy has been corresponding with elected
officials about this proposition hoping to convince them to
drop the issue all together. Randy’s well founded fear is that if
changes are made, no matter how subtle, the QQ plate issue
will rise to the forefront and become something the law
enforcement officials begin to pay closer attention to.

Newsletter and Membership: Dave Steinert thanked John
Dwyer for his ongoing contributions to the newsletter. An off
the cuff reference was made to the decidedly WW2 flavor of
the articles printed in the publication, and the fact that a
POST-WW2 article as promised from Randy Emr still has not
shown up in Dave’s mailbox!!

New Business: It seems hard to believe, but once again it is
time for ‘TOYS FOR TOTS’. John Sobatka is overseeing
the program and asked for donations.
Dave Ahl mentioned that the Dover school district
contacted him about providing vehicles and guys in uniform
for a Veterans Day celebration the town plans to have, some
time in December. Details and information pertaining to it will
be put on our website when available.
Lastly, there was some discussion about having a holiday
dinner up at Picatinny Arsenal, possibly on Thursday January
18, 2007. The membership in attendance voted ‘YES’ to that,
and also for having the Club pick up the tab (what a nice
Club). Specific details will be put on the website.
The Fifty/Fifty was undertaken, after which the meeting
was officially declared over. It was 8:55 p.m.

World Wide Web Site: George Wagner kept things short
and sweet. I quote: “Everything is great.”

Submitted under my own free will,
Robert C. Rooke, Jr.

Military Adoptees: John Dwyer really has his finger on the
pulse of this operation. Presently he is out of shipping boxes
but expects more soon. He requested that we let him know of
any veterans returning home from duty overseas as soon as
possible. This will help alleviate the problem of sending a
“goodies” box to a GI no longer abroad and having it returned
to the States as undeliverable: a waste of time, expense, and
materials, something we all know the military hates to do!
2007 Swap Meet: Chairman Ed Marchese showed us a
glossy, color advertising flyer he had printed up to send to all
our vendors. Everyone thought it looked quite impressive.
Then Ed and John Sobatka talked back and forth about
the possibility of loaning our historic vehicles, particularly
jeeps, to local Dodge/Jeep dealerships. The concept had
appeal. Ideally, we could receive at least a cash donation for
the show, and possibly a vehicle to be raffled off. In return,
the dealerships would receive some unique, eye catching,
advertising for their showrooms. The concept will be looked
into, and implemented if possible.
Railway Operating Battalion: John Sobatka reported that
we were given a spare GM-671 engine block for our
locomotive. It was manufactured by General Motors, is 6
cylinders, and has 71 cubic inches per cylinder. John feels it
may be best for us to sell the block and apply the proceeds
towards other restoration costs as the engine presently
installed in the locomotive is in excellent condition and not in
need of replacement or parts.
Anyone interested in working on the locomotive should
periodically check our website for scheduled dates.
Governmental Liaison Committee: Randy Emr addressed
the gathering about New Jersey automobile ‘QQ’ Historic
license plates. Apparently there has been talk in Trenton of
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Touch a Truck
(Article and Pictures by John Dwyer)
This was definitely not an event for those who treat their
trucks with kid gloves!
th
On Saturday, November 4
the MTA supported a
Hunterdon County Parks Department event called “Touch-aTruck.” It was meant to introduce children and their families to
the wide variety of trucks, emergency vehicles, construction
equipment, and other special machines that are seen on the
streets and roads around New Jersey. It was certainly a
‘hands-on’ experience with more than 1900 visitors showing
up to sit in, sit on, climb in, climb about, turn the knobs, twist
the dials, blow the horns, and just have a great time with
trucks.

Kids, being kids,
were not shy about
climbing up and trying
out the dummy guns,
jumping around in the
bed of the deuce,
opening up all of the
glove
boxes,
tool
boxes, and ammo cans
– and finding every
nook and cranny in the
trucks. They crammed
into
the
seats
–
sometimes three at a
time, and practiced
their ‘driving.’ Every
item in the vehicle was
fair game – things I
thought
were
well
hidden or concealed
from small hands were
all found! I was very happy I disconnected the batteries when
I set up – no horns to blow or lights to get left on. The crowd
did not wane all day and we had to check there were no stray
kids aboard when we finally departed after 4 PM.
Other equipment at the event included a National Guard
Humvee, Hunterdon County’s Emergency Operation Center
Bus, a car carrier complete with cars, the Bookmobile, six
additional fire trucks, police cars, ambulances, a tractortrailer, garbage truck, bucket truck, tree chipper, mobile
horseshoeing van, dump trucks, and several construction
machines.

The MTA contingent was Fred Schlesinger with his 1968
M35A2 deuce and a half, Jim and Ellen Moore with their
1967 M151A1, me and Schmergel with my 1944 Willys MB
and my 1942 Ford GPW, and Sue Schlesinger with her 1981
Mack Fire Truck. (OK, it’s not OD, but it’s neat!) We set up
close together, put out a table of helmets, hats, web gear, and
jackets and invited the kids to try it all on. It was a huge hit
with parents and children who are used to the normal “lookbut-don’t-touch” displays at a show. For many visitors, this
was their first encounter with military vehicles – and for most
it was the first time they had ever tried on a “real Army
helmet!”

The MTA contingent rounded out the day with a huge BBQ
feast at a restaurant just south of Clinton. Kids and parents
continued to awe at the military vehicles in the parking lot of
the restaurant!
This was a truly worthwhile event – good weather (cold but
not too cold), tons of visitors, lots of great questions and
comments, and good friends. I know the MTA made a huge
hit with the visitors Park Commission and I am sure they will
want us back next year.
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the convoy and the vehicles were guided through their own
tube and released on the NY side of the river. For several
members this was their first experience driving an open MV or
a deuce and a half through the confines of a major tunnel –
great fun to say the least! After the Tunnel, those same
members got the thrill of braving cross-town traffic in New
York City – and NYC Cabs – although on a Saturday the
traffic was not too bad. My journey in my 1944 MB was as
exciting – Route 78 all the way to Jersey City and then
through the Holland Tunnel – all the time getting no respect
from trucks and SUV’s who deeply resented my 55 MPH top
speed!

Honoring Veterans
By John Dwyer
Photos by Ed Marchese
The day was everything you could hope for – sunny and in
the mid 60’s – a far cry from the freezing weather you
normally get for the Veterans Day Parade in New York City.
I joined about 30,000 other folks and participated in the
th
NYC parade to honor veterans on Saturday, November 11 .
The MTA was very well represented with at least 12 vehicles
– and one towed 37mm cannon. When combined with the
Long Island Military Vehicle Club and the Vietnam
Guntruckers we fielded almost 30 vehicles! Several of our
trucks carried veterans in the parade and several had children
and other family members in the best MTA tradition.

Most of the MTA contingent started very early and
convoyed in from around New Jersey and rallied at the
Lincoln Tunnel. Randy Emr had arranged a police escort for
MTA of NJ Newsletter
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The lineup on 26 Street and 5 Avenue occupied an
entire city block – and would have been more if the jeeps had
not parked up on the curbs. Organizers did their best to cram
as many pieces of iron into the narrow street – and they
packed ‘em in pretty tight. After parking, members used the
time to catch up with old friends, see what new stuff or trucks
had been added, and just “shoot the breeze.”

Once in position it was the usual “hurry-up-and-wait” that
is a hallmark of the parade. It may kick off at 11:00 AM, but it
was 12:15 PM before the first vehicles took to the parade
route. Once moving, it was apparent that the sparse crowds
December 2006

from previous years had been replaced by much more
th
th
sizeable numbers. All along the route from 26 Street to 56
Street, there were lots of people behind the barricades. The
NY Daily News estimated the crowd at 200,000 – a very
decent turnout to see the MTA!

This was a great parade – especially compared to the
bitterly cold days when there were almost no spectators lining
the route. Definitely worth the trip to take your MV down the
canyons of New York City – at least once!

Because of the lack of space in the assembly area, no
effort was made by the organizers to group the vehicles by
size or historical period. Some quick thinking by members did
get the Vietnam era trucks separated from the WWII, and the
Humvees at the end, but we were a pretty mixed lot going
th
down 5 Avenue. Nonetheless, the public cheered and
thanked us for coming and we were well received by the
reviewing party, and got duly blessed by the Archbishop as
we passed St. Patrick’s Cathedral. It is always quite a sight to
see heavily armed trucks and jeeps rolling by the Empire
State building – and have the police waving!

th

After getting unceremoniously directed off 5 Avenue onto
a side street at the end of the parade, the MTA contingent
made its way to the West Side Highway and back to the
Lincoln Tunnel. We suffered one casualty in New York – Ed
Marchese ’s Air Force Blue M37 was sputtering and finally
quit on the route. When last seen it was headed west under
tow by a Humvee. In the MTA nobody gets left behind!
MTA of NJ Newsletter
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Sitting around a miniature Christmas tree and opening a
Christmas package are (front row, left to right) S/Sgt. John F.
Suchanek; and Pfc. Joseph G. Pierro; and (back row) Sgt.
Charles M. Myrich; and Sgt. Leon L. Oben. All are members
of F. A. Bn., 3rd Div. Pietramelara, Italy. December 16, 1943.
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If you miss a meeting and want to post an item in the Classified
Advertising column of the newsletter, please feel free to call
Dave Steinert at 973-347-9091 or you can email him at:
steinert@worldnet.att.net.
For Sale: Brand New SPX #1178 slide hammer set with four sets of
jaws (2.4" to 7.5") for pulling bearings and seals. Retail $312.95.
Sale $179.95. Sun low voltage automotive military test set, $100.
Machine gun and CUCV manuals cheap. Back issues of Military
Vehicles magazine. All at swapmeetdave.com or call Dave Ahl,
973-285-0716. (12/06)

For Sale-1953 M37 Dodge with winch, soft top, troop seats,
good rubber. Looks and runs great. $14,000 or BO. I also
have lots of M37 Doge parts and a M37 dump model project
truck. Give me a call with your needs. Call Don Covart at 973390-4876. (12/06)
For Sale-1969 Mercedes Unimog 404, great shape, needs very little
and runs well, 17,500 KM, extra tires, tool boxes, $6500. Call Mike
Pop at 732-245-8317, email: mpop5555@AOL.com. Located in Wall,
NJ.
For Sale-Dual Range Welder, 30-140+40-230 AMP, $125. Located
in Rockaway Twp. Call Tom Weaver at 973-627-9448.
For Sale-OD Green Low Luster Paint, 4 gallons, #24087, $80, call
Jack 845-987-7796.

For Sale-Prices Reduced-1952 GMC M211 2-1/2 ton Cargo truck with 50
cal. MG.-$2500, 1975 Chevrolet Automatic C60 Air Force Tanker, $2500.
M151 Jeep curtains-$50 a set. Jeep rims -$75 with tire and tube-$125. Heavy
duty tow bar -$200. 1964 American La France Fire Truck, Class A Spartan
Pumper (1000 gals per minute). Repowered in 1980 with a Detroit Diesel
Engine 6-71N, new power steering, new clutch, new air brakes, kept inside,
good condition $5000. 8” snatch block-$75. Boarding ladder-$25, 8ft. pick
up cap-$100, Water Buffalos, good condition, $500. M105 trailers, $250
each. Tandem car trailer-$750, Search Light trailer-2 spots and new
generator-$500. 30 ft. Army Box trailer with drop sides, tandem 9:20 tires$500. Jeep pedestal gun mount-$250. Call Wally Carter between 7PM and
8PM (973) 366-5140. (7/06)
For Sale-1952 M38A1, good shape, $7500. 1970 John Deere Loader
Tractor, 3-point hitch & attachments, $4500. 1960s CJ5 Jeep, 1000 made w/
factory winch, rare vehicle, $3500. Two M35A2s, call for details. M416 trailer,
$500. Call Jude Meehan at (732)528-5422. (5/06)
For Sale-1969 AMG M35A2, multi-fuel, new canvas, about 2800 hrs, good
condition, $8000. 1953 Checker trailer M105A1, good condition $2000. Both
truck and trailer, $9000. Call Pat Coughlan @ (908)-459-4696.
For Sale-Trailer, 1/4 ton, M-415, (with the square fenders) Pretty decent
condition, needs WD-40, sand blasting, and some work on the Floor which is
rusted in places, but holds water. Price is $250. Shop Trailer, 3/4 ton, suitable
for M-37 Truck. It has a metal, domed, lockable, water-tight cover and the
inside is compartmented to hold tools. Needs sandblasting and some TLC.
Price is $300. The trailers may be seen at the Sterling Hill Mining Museum in
Ogdensburg, NJ. Call Bob Hauck at 973-875-9444 after 6 PM.
For Sale -Original WWII Manuals. TM 9-726-Light Tank M3 (Stuart), 252
pages, dated July 15, 1942, VG Cond.-$45. TM 9-1727B-Engine Cooling,
electrical and fuel systems for Light Tank M5 and 75 MM Howitzer Motor .
For Sale : M416 ¼-ton trailer sandblasted and ready for your custom paint.
Located near Quakertown, PA., $850. or best offer. Please call Ron at (267)377-0069. (3/06)

For Sale-1986 Chevy M1009 (Blazer), solid, good running truck,
used daily with 112K miles, has Block heater, radio racks and new
rear end. Passed NJ Inspection in May 2006 and has a clear NJ
Title, $6500 or BO. M23 Cradle for .50 cal with a ammo can holder,
new $485. Hot water cab heater kits for 2-1/2 and 5 ton trucks, $325.
New issue replacement mirrors for West Coast mountings on 2-1/2
and 5 ton trucks, $22 each. Call John Sobotka, at 862-266-6284

For Sale : 1987 Humvee loaded with options. NJ title AMG87xxxxx 20k miles,
4 door fiberglass hardtop, radials, high back buckets,winch, luverne brush
guard, airdrop bumper, swingaway spare tire & dual fuel can mounts, VIC1
intercom, new glow plugs/controller, manuals, spares, pioneer rack/tools, 3
radio antennas , radio mount, (sorry radios sold) sunvisors, wc mirrors. trans
park/led marker/fording kits need to be installed $35,000 free delivery within
100 miles. Pictures can be seen at
http://solo11.abac.com/zorroab1/VEHICLES/HUMVEE.htm
Jeff Ciccone 609-641-2594 email humveejeff@yahoo.com
(10/05)

For Sale: Looking for a military vehicle? From projects to
ground-up Restorations and everything in between!
Check out: WWW.USMILITARYVEHICLES.COM

For Sale-½ ton trailer racks- front or rear $25.00 each. Military Fuel Cans$10.00,. Allice belt clips- $0.50 each, P/S magazines $1.00 each, Hummer
Jack & Handle-$20.00, Complete set of bows & canvas for a M1101 trailer
(new in box) $300.00, Keith Boda-732-297-1751.
(10/05)

For Sale-2 ½ ton & 5 ton trucks in stock- 30 to choose from.
M812 Bridge truck with front and rear winches, Cummins
diesels, some with recent MWO rebuilds. 5 ton with twin
boom wrecker, gas engine, rough but runs $3750. Military
International Paystar 5000 dump truck with turbo Cummins,
auto trans, 1500 hours- super clean $16,750. M813 Cummins
C&C with 14 foot rock body dump truck. 2-½ ton van truck,
photographic development body, gas engine, $3000, bill of
sale only. 6- M35A2 coming in, some with winches. M880
dodge pickup truck, 1976, $2775. M38A1 with plow, no cab
top, runs well, rough, $975. Bulldozers: AC HD5 Detroit
diesel & Cat D8 cable blade with pony start- both run operate
well. Portable light sets, on wheels, on an generators, electric
start $1275 really bright lights! Dave Newman 215-598-8227
www.easternsurplus.net or e-mail dave @easternsurplus.net.
(9/06)

For Sale -Carpenter’s Shop Trailer with lift gate on M105 1-1/2 ton trailer. 15”
radial Delta arm saw. Great condition, must see $3500. Art Swain 201-3878961 E-mail: aws@mtaofnj.us (8/05)

For Sale- Transmission w/PTO from '53 M37, very low miles $100 firm.
Robert 908-770-0111 Far Hills.
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For Sale -24-volt portable Twiney Generator. Call Brian @ 973-209-0454.
WANTED: M38 rearview mirror, arm and mounting bracket. NOS or
Used/take off OK. Also looking for M38 door frame kit (both sides) and side
curtain mounting rods for both sides. Call Ed 973-779-6283
(evenings/w knds).
Wanted-Vietnam militaria for re-enactment. We want to educate people on
what life was like for soldiers in Vietnam. Items are not for resale. Ed Pavlick,
(973)-347-3866, leave message
Wanted-need front or back panel or both for a M416 trailer, need to repair a
trailer. contact BIG LOU. Call at 732 761 9317 or
EMAIL:topmikepapa@hotmail.com

Wanted: Oil pump pickup for MB/GPW/CJ L134 flathead engine.
Call George Wagner @ 973-927-7616.
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Don’t forget…

Military Transport Association
Of North Jersey
P.O. Box 393
Budd Lake, NJ 07828

The MTA wishes all its Members a very Happy and Healthy
Holiday!
Military Transport Association of North Jersey
A Chapter of the Military Vehicle Preservation Association
The Military Transport Association of North Jersey is a nonprofit organization for people interested in collecting,
restoring, displaying, and operating historic military vehicles.
Members of the club participate in 15 to 20 parades every year
as well as educational events, militaria and truck shows,
rallies, trail rides and visits to veteran’s homes.
Members also participate in projects such as restoring a
jeep for the National Guard Museum, the National Night Out,
USMC Toys for Tots campaign, fund raising for the National
WWII and Korean War Memorials, Boy Scout projects, and
National Guard recruiting campaigns.
Meetings are held on the second Monday of every month at
the Whippany American Legion Hall, Legion Place, Whippany,
NJ. You can come between 7:00 and 7:30 p.m. to eat pizza,
sandwiches and enjoy other refreshments. Beer and wine is
available from the Legion Hall. The meeting starts at 8:00 p.m.
and is normally over by 9:00 p.m.
Join the MTA now and receive:
•
12 issues of the Motor Pool Messenger newsletter.
•
FREE classified sales and want ads in the newsletter.
•
Notices of parades and events in which you can
participate.
•
FREE annual picnic and FREE annual pizza party.
•
FREE MTA embroidered patch (when you attend an
event).
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To join the Military Transport Association, send this form (or
the same information on a blank sheet of paper) with $20.00
annual membership dues ($25.00 for Family Membership) to
the address below. Dues are for the calendar year.
Name_______________________________________________
Address____________________________________________
City, State, Zip_______________________________________
Telephone (________)________________________________
Email_______________________________________________
Military vehicle(s) owned_____________________________
Mail completed application with $20.00 annual dues to:

Military Transport Ass’n of North Jersey
P.O. Box 393
Budd Lake, NJ 07828
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