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ON THE COVER-A German Tiger tank at Operation Nordwind at
Indiantown Gap, PA. (Picture courtesy of John Dwyer).

MTA 2007 Officers and Staff
President……………….. Fred Schlesinger, 973-228-7257
Vice President…………...…John Sobotka, 973-398-3692
Recording Secretary………..…Bob Rooke, 973-605-8151
Corresponding Secretary….……Dave Ahl, 973-285-0716
Treasurer……………….…Ginnie McDevitt, 845-987-7896
Parade/Events Coord.……..Peter Schindo, 201-444-3198
Newsletter/Membership……Dave Steinert, 973-347-9091
Web Master………………George Wagner, 973-927-7616
2007 Sussex Show Info……Ed Marchese, 973-779-6283
NOTICE: The April 2007 MTA monthly meeting will be held on
Monday, April 9th at the Whippany American Legion Post,
Legion Place, Whippany, NJ. Refreshments at 7:00 PM, meeting
begins at 8:00 PM.

Meeting Minutes of the March 12th, 2007
Military Transport Association
There were about thirty of us present at tonight’s meeting
at the Whippany American Legion Hall. President Fred
Schlesinger started the meeting at 8:10 PM with the Flag
Salute. There was a moment of silence for all our troops
abroad who are in harms way. The minutes from last months
meeting were amended to include the fact that a moment of
silence for all our troops and also for longtime MTA Member
Joe Botto. Joe recently had heart surgery and is recuperating
at a state Veteran’s facility. He is in our thoughts and prayers.
Treasurer’s Report:-There was no Treasurer's report as
Jack and Ginny DeWitt are vacationing in the islands. This
brought up a round of laughter as we all wondered about the
missing treasurer and the appropriate use of MTA Club funds!
Newsletter and Membership: Dave Steinert thanked John
Dwyer, Wally Carter, and Harold Ratzburg for their
contribution of articles to last month's newsletter. Dave
reminded everyone that club dues are due at the end of April.
Dave is going to cull the newsletter mailing list and drop
anyone who hasn't renewed membership by then. The
President, Fred Schlesinger, said that he would answer any
questions about the club dues. So please contact him with
questions.
We introduced three new members this evening:
Dennis Vecchiarelli-from Bloomfield, NJ. He has a
newly restored M 38 Jeep.
Patrick Dolan from Parsippany, NJ-Owns a 1944 Willys
Jeep
Art Hornung from Hackettstown, NJ-He owns a M38
Jeep.
The MTA welcomes them to the club.
Parades and Events: Movie Shoot: There is a need for
current camouflaged Army National Guard military vehicles.
Contact Frank Eichenlaub for information or post questions
to the MTA Email list.
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Coffee and donuts are going to be supplied at various
parade events. Logistics to handle the multiple events on
Memorial Day weekend are to be worked out. Randy Emr is
conducting a 50/50 as an incentive to show up at the
parades. There will a 50/50 drawing at most of the parade
events. A raffle ticket will be put in a bucket for each vehicle
that shows up at a MTA parade or event. At the end of the
season, probably at the Xmas party, there will be a megadrawing for cash and prizes.
There is a reminder to all vehicle owners attending
parades: License, Registration and Insurance cards are
required, as per club policy. Make sure you have a fire
extinguisher and wheel chocks.
There are ten (10) towns wanting vehicles for parades this
season already. Hawthorne requested two (2) deuces as they
have many veterans' attending the parade.
Adoptees Committee: Fred Schlesinger reported on our
continued efforts to support local area soldiers who are
stationed overseas. Everyone on the Adoptee's list has
received care packages from the MTA.
Gary Schultz was contacted by a representative of the
Girl Scouts. There is a large distribution of Girl Scout cookies,
which will be packaged and shipped to the military personnel
in Iraq,
There is approximately $1000.00 left in the Adoptees'
fund.
Railroad Operating Battalion (ROB): No report.
Web Site: George Wagner indicated that the Web Site has a
“Member’s Vehicles” Web Page. An MTA member personal
web page can be developed for any member. The link to the
Member’s Vehicles Page can be found on the Home page.
This page can be used to show movie people who are looking
for particular vehicles to hire. A big plus! Contact George for
additional information.
2007 Swap Meet: Ed Marchese brought us all up to date on
what was accomplished so far with the 2007 show. Members
of the Civil Air Patrol are going to handle vehicle direction and
parking.
Fran Antico mentioned that we are going to rent the Boy
Scout facility on the fairgrounds, where we are going to cook
and serve food. Three members are attending a 'safe food
preparation and handling course' so they can obtain the
required permits. Contract paperwork with Sussex Co.
Fairgrounds in process.
The Fairgrounds is going to make and display and events
banner for our show.
There will be camping allowed and there will be a $10 per
vehicle fee; which covers the access to the dumping station.
The Antiques Museum will be open to the public that
weekend.
Jack Pellington made wonderful looking signs for the
Vehicle Display area and the HQ. More signs to come, too!
Hiring ticket workers, at $75.00/each per day was
discussed. A total number was not figured out as of tonight's
meeting. Cost concerns drove the discussion.
Vendor sales are going very well.
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A Membership Page and a Vehicle Attendance Page are to
be printed for the show flyer.
Old Business: MVPA Directors and MTA & Red Ball meeting
have been scheduled, roughly sometime in the spring, after
our show but before the Memorial Day weekend. Logistics are
still being worked out.
Art Swain mentioned that the East Coast Convoy to
Aberdeen is scheduled to start out Thursday May 10th, 2007.
Participants are to meet at the Vince Lombardi Truck stop,
the same time as last year. Here is a website with additional
information: http://www.eastcoastconvoy.com/
New Business: The MTA owns two (2) Water Buffaloes,
each of which are currently residing in different places. The
MTA has been requested to move them to new 'homes'.
Discussion proceeded as to who would be likely donation
candidates. A local American Legion might be a willing
recipient.

Fort Indiantown Gap had 8 to 12 inches of driven snow
and nothing was plowed. Not the best scenario in a light twowheel drive pickup. I guess that is why we all own military
vehicles – so we can go in the snow. After registering and
parking in what I thought was a lot, we trudged our gear
through knee-deep drifts to our World War II era barracks for
an evening of 150 degree heat. These uninsulated barracks
have two heat settings: Sahara in June or Nome in January.
We had the Sahara setting.
After a night in the sauna we woke and used the WWII era
plumbing – itself a historical experience – and joined the other
brave souls in a trek to the mess hall. Since it was Saint
Patrick’s Day all of the US forces wore green. About 200
German forces and 80 Allied forces had fought the weather to
get to Indiantown Gap, and would soon fight each other in the
woods surrounding the post in Operation Nordwind.

For the Good of the Club: There was plenty of pizza to go
around. For those who have not made a meeting recently,
think about coming out to a meeting. Fran Antico won the
50/50. The meeting adjourned at 9:00 PM.
Submitted by George Wagner.

Armor in the Snow
By John Dwyer
If you wanted a small first-hand taste of the Battle of the
Bulge, then Operation Nordwind at Fort Indiantown Gap
would have provided it a couple of weeks ago. Deep snow,
thick pine forests, sub-freezing temperatures, and German
halftracks and a Tiger tank all combined to provide a highly
authentic recreation of the winter of 1944 in Europe.
It was absolutely, certifiably crazy to drive out Route 78 in
the height of the March 16th blizzard that struck the East
Coast. Some of us are just that crazy, however. It took more
than 5 ½ hours to make a drive that normally takes 90
minutes to 2 hours. White knuckle all the way and praying
that the eighteen-wheelers didn’t start to skid…..
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Following a hearty breakfast of coffee and doughnuts we
all donned our warm-weather gear, checked our weapons
and ammunition, and boarded busses for the training areas.
Three very brave American soldiers had brought military
vehicles to the event and they formed up a small convoy of
two jeeps and a weapons carrier and followed us to the field.
The Germans would follow one hour later, giving us time to
form defensive positions to stop their advance along a road
deep in the woods.
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We were dropped off where the blacktop ended and then
walked about two kilometers up a dirt road following two deep
tire tracks in the snow. Platoons of Allied troops were
positioned about every 500 meters up this road, in belts about
100 meters on each side of the road. They dug hasty fighting
positions in the snow and frozen ground and set up their
weapons (mainly rifles and light machine guns) and waited for
the German advance.
Always punctual, the Germans struck the first positions
almost exactly one hour later. They had some elite mountain
troops who had forged a trail though the deep snow and
attacked down a steep ridge that nobody thought was
passable. At the same time German halftracks and armored
cars were leading an assault up the road supported by whiteclad shock troops. You could really picture yourself in the
Ardennes in December of 1944 when those same kinds of
troops and armor broke through the thinly held American
lines.

Three times the Allies established new defensive lines
and three times the Germans overwhelmed them with infantry
and armor. There was very little doubt about the victor in this
mock battle. By the end of the day, both sides were tired and
cold and retired back to the barracks for a spaghetti dinner
served in your mess kit.
With light snow falling in Indiantown Gap and more
predicted overnight, most of us from New Jersey packed and
beat a hasty retreat for home before Route 78 became
impassible once more. It was a day well spent – and a very
short glimpse of the past that made you truly appreciate what
our veterans did day after day in WWII.
Photographs from the event - including that big ol’ Tiger tank
– can be found at:
http://smg.photobucket.com/albums/v79/doctordirt/Nordwind
%2007/?
NOTE:If you would like to join us at an event like this one
we participate in several throughout the year as the 44th
Infantry Division. Vehicles are welcome and appreciated,
but foot-slogging infantry is always welcome!

MTA Project…
A Sherman Tank?
By Harold Ratzburg

The Germans had another surprise for the Allies on Saint
Patrick’s Day – they showed up with a Tiger tank! Actually it is
a visually modified T-34 that was used in filming Saving
Private Ryan – I think this is the one Tom Hanks blows up.
VisMod or not, it was an incredible sight to see a Tiger-I
rolling up that snow covered road blowing smoke and
rumbling like thunder! It even has a gas firing mechanism that
creates the sound and flash of the 88mm gun. It did not take
much imagination to see why it was the king of battle in
Europe.
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Once upon a time, sometime after World War II, a
contractor in Paterson, New Jersey, was operating a
demolition business. He demolished houses and just about
anything else that he could get a contract on to demolish.
As ever, trying to do things the easy way as contractors
do, he conceived the idea that maybe a WW II Sherman Tank
might be useful for his purpose.
The contractor
purchased two M4
Sherman Tanks.
He found that if he
would drive the
tank through the
side of a building
and stop inside, he
could rotate the
turret
with
the
76MM
cannon
barrel
still
attached, and the
cannon barrel would take out all the interior supports of the
building. The building would then come crashing down on the
tank, but he would simply drive out from under, and I imagine,
he had a lot of fun driving over the debris to crush it and make
it smaller with his forty-ton tank.
The Idea worked very well for a while, until one day, he
drove the tank into a building without knowing that there was
a cellar under the floor that he drove in on. Of course, there
are not many floors designed to hold the weight of a forty-ton
tank, so the Sherman crashed through to the cellar below.
April 2007

I don't know if anyone was hurt, but the contractor decided
to find a better way, and so he pushed or drove the two tanks
over the bank of his construction equipment yard and there
they sat, and sat, and sat.
Comes along a member of the Military Transportation
Association of North Jersey, and thinks-------Wow, what a
Club Project one of the tanks would be, and the contractor
only wanted $10,000 apiece.
At the next meeting, the idea was proposed that maybe
the MTA should go for it. It was discussed and cooler heads
pointed out a few of the problems with the idea, such as:
1. The club treasury did not have $10,000. In those days the
club probably had closer to $200 if we were lucky.
2. Who had the property to store or hide a forty-ton tank
while the club (?) worked on it?
3. How could we lift a ten-ton turret off the tank to work on it?
4. Who had wrenches big enough to work on it?
5. How would we move it around, or even out of the
contractors yard without a big bundle of money?
So the idea did not get beyond the talking and dreaming
stage.

But just imagine if you will, after all the problems the Club
has had with Water Buffalos, bomb Trailers, Gun Trucks, etc.,
what a hassle a forty-ton tank would have been.
But on the other hand, (now this is really stretching the
imagination) suppose the club had raised the money and
parked the tank in somebody's back yard for thirty years or
so, how much that little collectible is worth today. (I told you it
was a stretch of imagination----it could never have worked
out, but it is fun to think about it.)
So Folks, this story is just a little bit of the MTA history
from an old Charter Member. I hope you have enjoyed it.

ATTENTION-MTA Membership dues for 2007
are now due. Deadline date for membership
dues is April 30th 2007…If we don’t receive your
dues by then, this will be the last newsletter
you will received. Thank you for your support.
Please send $20 to: MTA, P.O. BOX 393, Budd
Lake, NJ 07828.
April 14th and 15th is the MTA Militaria Show at
the Sussex Fair Grounds in Augusta, NJ. We
are hoping for great support and help from its
membership. We hope to see you all there!
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tracked dump, 520 hours, $7000. 1996 Takeuchi TBO35 excavator, 4500
hours, rubber tracked, well maintained, $15000. Call Sheila at (973)-8277795 or (201)-602-0588 after 4:30 PM.

For Sale: Looking for a military vehicle? From projects to
ground-up Restorations and everything in between!
Check out: WWW.USMILITARYVEHICLES.COM
If you miss a meeting and want to post an item in the Classified
Advertising column of the newsletter, please feel free to call
Dave Steinert at 973-347-9091 or you can email him at:
steinert@worldnet.att.net.
For Sale-24Volt 60AMP Diesel Generator. Starts any M-Series
vehicle having the slave receptacle . Comes with cable and adaptors
for original and new slave connectors. About the size of a footlocker.
Asking $750. I will be at the MTA Swap Meet. Call Peter at (201)348-7565 for additional info.
FOR SALE: WWII Ben Hur G518 trailer. Needs restoration. Body
is solid with some small rust holes in bed. Needs tires. Missing
landing leg. $300. Trailer has a PA title. Located in Wall, NJ. Call
Mike Pop: 732-245-8317.
For Sale-1943 White Halftrack. $22,500. Call Andy Gamble for
details at (201)-697-9417.
For sale- Jeep, 1946 CJ2A, rolling chasis, frame sandblasted and
painted, engine rebuilt, new springs/shocks, drive train in good
shape, new crank out split windshield. Tub and body parts
dismantled, need to be mounted and painted. Front seat frames.
Runs great! Needs new tires. Asking $4,000 o.b.o. Call Ollie (732)356-6789 or email at JBream418@aol.com.
For Sale: Hand tools, MV Manuals, WWII Patriotic covers, Patton
memorabilia. Back issues of Military Vehicles magazine. All at
swapmeetdave.com or call Dave Ahl, 973-285-0716. (12/06)
For Sale- Transmission w/PTO from '53 M37, very low miles $100
firm. Robert 908-770-0111 Far Hills.
For Sale-1953 M37 Dodge with winch, soft top, troop seats, good
rubber. Looks and runs great. $14,000 or BO. I also have lots of M37
Doge parts and a M37 dump model project truck. Give me a call with
your needs. Call Don Covart at 973-390-4876. (12/06)
For Sale-Prices Reduced-New vinyl .50 cal MG cover (not canas), $125. 21/2-ton and 5-ton used truck canvases-$300 each. 1975 Chevrolet Automatic
C60 Air Force Tanker, $2500. M151 Jeep curtains-$50 a set. Jeep rims-$75
with tire and tube-$125. Heavy duty tow bar -$200. 1964 American La France
Fire Truck, Class A Spartan Pumper (1000 gals per minute). Repowered in
1980 with a Detroit Diesel Engine 6-71N, new power steering, new clutch,
new air brakes, kept inside, good condition $3000. 8” snatch block-$75.
Boarding ladder-$25, 8ft. pick up cap-$100, Water Buffalos, good condition,
$500. M105 trailers, $250 each. Tandem car trailer-$750, Search Light trailer2 spots and new generator-$500. 30 ft. Army Box trailer with drop sides,
tandem 9:20 tires-$500. Jeep pedestal gun mount-$250. Call Wally Carter
between 7PM and 8PM (973) 366-5140. (7/06)

For Sale-1969 AMG M35A2, multi-fuel, new canvas, about 2800 hrs,
good condition, $8000. 1953 Checker trailer M105A1, good condition
$2000. Both truck and trailer, $9000. Call Pat Coughlan @ (908)459-4696.
For Sale: 1970 Kaiser Jeep M35A2 Deuce, now a dump truck retrofit with a
9-ton Rugby hoist, $4000. M35A2 tow bar, $200. STE/ICE military vehicle
test set, $300.Bosch Brute Jackhammer, just rebuilt by Bosch, $800.
Oxy/Acetylene torch set with wheeled cart, $500. Automotive creeper that
folds into a seat, $10. Heavy duty vise, $50. Heavy duty anvil, $50. 8 Jack
Stands, 3-1/2-ton, 4 Craftsman, 4 off brands, $100. Yanmar C30 rubber-
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For Sale-2 ½ ton & 5 ton trucks in stock- 30 to choose from. M812
Bridge truck with front and rear winches, Cummins diesels, some
with recent MWO rebuilds. 5 ton with twin boom wrecker, gas
engine, rough but runs $3750. Military International Paystar 5000
dump truck with turbo Cummins, auto trans, 1500 hours- super clean
$16,750. M813 Cummins C&C with 14 foot rock body dump truck. 2½ ton van truck, photographic development body, gas engine,
$3000, bill of sale only. 6- M35A2 coming in, some with winches.
M880 dodge pickup truck, 1976, $2775. M38A1 with plow, no cab
top, runs well, rough, $975. Bulldozers: AC HD5 Detroit diesel & Cat
D8 cable blade with pony start- both run operate $1275 really bright
lights! Dave Newman 215-598-8227 www.easternsurplus.net or email dave @easternsurplus.net. (9/06)
For Sale- Transmission w/PTO from '53 M37, very low miles $100
firm. Robert 908-770-0111 Far Hills.
For Sale-Prices Reduced-1952 GMC M211 2-1/2 ton Cargo truck with 50
cal. MG.-$2500, 1975 Chevrolet Automatic C60 Air Force Tanker, $2500.
M151 Jeep curtains-$50 a set. Jeep rims-$75 with tire and tube-$125. Heavy
duty tow bar -$200. 1964 American La France Fire Truck, Class A Spartan
Pumper (1000 gals per minute). Repowered in 1980 with a Detroit Diesel
Engine 6-71N, new power steering, new clutch, new air brakes, kept inside,
good condition $3000. 8” snatch block-$75. Boarding ladder-$25, 8ft. pick
up cap-$100, Water Buffalos, good condition, $500. M105 trailers, $250
each. Tandem car trailer-$750, Search Light trailer-2 spots and new
generator-$500. 30 ft. Army Box trailer with drop sides, tandem 9:20 tires$500. Jeep pedestal gun mount-$250. Call Wally Carter between 7PM and
8PM (973) 366-5140. (7/06)

For Sale-1969 AMG M35A2, multi-fuel, new canvas, about 2800 hrs,
good condition, $8000. 1953 Checker trailer M105A1, good condition
$2000. Both truck and trailer, $9000. Call Pat Coughlan @ (908)459-4696.
For Sale-Trailer, 1/4 ton, M-415, (with the square fenders) Pretty
decent condition, needs WD-40, sand blasting, and some work on
the Floor which is rusted in places, but holds water. Price is $250.
Shop Trailer, 3/4 ton, suitable for M-37 Truck. It has a metal,
domed, lockable, water-tight cover and the inside is compartmented
to hold tools. Needs sandblasting and some TLC. Price is $300.
The trailers may be seen at the Sterling Hill Mining Museum in
Ogdensburg, NJ. Call Bob Hauck at 973-875-9444 after 6 PM.
For Sale-Carpenter’s Shop Trailer with lift gate on M105 1-1/2 ton
trailer. 15” radial Delta arm saw. Great condition, must see $3500.
Art Swain 201-387-8961 E-mail: aws@mtaofnj.us (8/05)
WANTED: M38 rearview mirror, arm and mounting bracket. NOS or
Used/take off OK. Also looking for M38 door frame kit (both sides)
and side curtain mounting rods for both sides. Call Ed 973-7796283 (evenings/wknds).
Wanted- M211 parts. Front bumper, front composite lights, rear
composite lights, brake switch and ID plate. Contact Paul Dormont at
(908)-451-0536 or Pedormont@msn.com.
Wanted-M442 Receiver-good shape and working. Call Peter at
(201)-348-7565 days.
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The MTA Military Vehicle Show
and Swap Meet
April 14-15, 2007
At The Sussex County Fairgrounds

Military Transport Association
Of North Jersey
P.O. Box 393
Budd Lake, NJ 07828

Military Transport Association of North Jersey
A Chapter of the Military Vehicle Preservation Association
The Military Transport Association of North Jersey is a nonprofit organization for people interested in collecting,
restoring, displaying, and operating historic military vehicles.
Members of the club participate in 15 to 20 parades every year
as well as educational events, militaria and truck shows,
rallies, trail rides and visits to veteran’s homes.
Members also participate in projects such as restoring a
jeep for the National Guard Museum, the National Night Out,
USMC Toys for Tots campaign, fund raising for the National
WWII and Korean War Memorials, Boy Scout projects, and
National Guard recruiting campaigns.
Meetings are held on the second Monday of every month at
the Whippany American Legion Hall, Legion Place, Whippany,
NJ. You can come between 7:00 and 7:30 p.m. to eat pizza,
sandwiches and enjoy other refreshments. Beer and wine is
available from the Legion Hall. The meeting starts at 8:00 p.m.
and is normally over by 9:00 p.m.
Join the MTA now and receive:
•
12 issues of the Motor Pool Messenger newsletter.
•
FREE classified sales and want ads in the newsletter.
•
Notices of parades and events in which you can
participate.
•
FREE annual picnic and FREE annual pizza party.
•
FREE MTA embroidered patch (when you attend an
event).
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To join the Military Transport Association, send this form (or
the same information on a blank sheet of paper) with $20.00
annual membership dues ($25.00 for Family Membership) to
the address below. Dues are for the calendar year.
Name_______________________________________________
Address____________________________________________
City, State, Zip_______________________________________
Telephone (________)________________________________
Email_______________________________________________
Military vehicle(s) owned_____________________________
Mail completed application with $20.00 annual dues to:

Military Transport Ass’n of North Jersey
P.O. Box 393
Budd Lake, NJ 07828
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