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ON THE COVER-The recently restored 1945 DUKW of MTA
Member Dave Welch. The story of the maiden launching of this
vehicle in the September issue of Motor Pool Messenger.
(Picture courtesy of David Steinert).

ride with a member that does and still have a great time.
Attendees to the event can have an opportunity to ride in a
historic military vehicle in an environment it was designed for.

MTA 2007 Officers and Staff
President……………….. Fred Schlesinger, 973-228-7257
Vice President…………...…John Sobotka, 973-398-3692
Recording Secretary………..…Bob Rooke, 973-605-8151
Corresponding Secretary….……Dave Ahl, 973-285-0716
Treasurer……………….…Ginnie McDevitt, 845-987-7896
Parade/Events Coord.……..Peter Schindo, 201-444-3198
Newsletter/Membership……Dave Steinert, 973-347-9091
Web Master………………George Wagner, 973-927-7616
2007 Sussex Show Info……Ed Marchese, 973-779-6283

NOTICE: THERE WAS NO MTA MEETING IN
JULY, THUS NO MEETING MINUTES.
The August 2007 MTA Meeting will be at Sven’s
”Time sure flies when you’re having fun!…I can’t believe it’s
August already and once again it’s time for Sven Johnson’s
Annual Red Ball Express/MTA picnic. This year the picnic will
be on Saturday, August 18th.
For the last few years, this picnic has become the highlight
of the summer for many members of these two military
vehicle clubs. Because of the close proximity of the two MV
clubs, many are active members of both organizations. Club
members plan their vacations and mark their calendars to
make sure they are available to attend this event. Members
are encouraged to bring family, friends and military vehicles
to the picnic.
There are many aspects that make this event so unique
from other club activities. Sven Johnson and his family host
the picnic on their 160-acre tree farm in Green Township,
New Jersey. The property has a variety of different terrains
that provides a perfect opportunity for military vehicle
enthusiasts to test their equipment at
various stages of difficulty. For club
members who want to take it easy on their
antique vehicles there are acres of level
fields that offer a nice off road but gentle
ride that is easy on both the vehicle and
passengers. For the more aggressive
members who want to test their equipment
on more strenuous terrain, there are old
logging trails that lead into the wooded
sections of the property. Some of these
trails have become overgrown over the
years and will not allow some of the larger
vehicles an access without major scratches
and damage to fenders and protruding
equipment. On some of the trails you must
transverse large rocks and fallen trees.
These trails are a great test for the military
jeep of any era. What’s especially nice
about this event is even club members
without military vehicles can always hitch a
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In my opinion, this event exemplifies what our hobby is all
about. It offers an opportunity for those outside of our hobby
to experience something that cannot be experienced at a
parade, static display or military vehicle show. It gives us
within the hobby an opportunity to share a day with the
tangibles that are so close to our hearts…family, friends and
our military vehicles. The MTA sincerely thanks Sven and
Helga Johnson for this opportunity. Like the commercial
says…Priceless!
DIRECTIONS: From the north, east and south, take Route
I-80 West towards Delaware Water Gap. Take Exit 19 onto
Route 517 towards Andover. After a few miles turn left
onto Route 611 (Kennedy Road). Follow Route 611 a few
miles to Greendell. At Greendell, make a left onto
Hamilton Road. Sven Johnson’s is a mile or so on the
right. There will be signs to follow. If you are coming from
the west, also take Exit 19 on Route I-80.
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The Trail Less Traveled
Story and Pictures by John Dwyer
The Delaware Water Gap area contains some of the
prettiest territory in all of New Jersey and the MTA got to see
a bunch of it on our “OnRoad-OffRoad Road Ride” on July 8,
2007. Ten vehicles and 22 people braved the dirt roads and
July heat to test their 4 –wheel drive (or 6 wheel drive in the
case of the deuces) on this 40+ mile trek.

Troops gathered for breakfast at the Blairstown Diner,
where the line went out the door on Sunday morning. After
being fortified by helpings of pancakes, eggs, bacon and
coffee our band was treated to an impromptu “free garage
sale” by Mike Laner who cleared some great Olive Drab stuff
out of his barns. With his CUCV now empty and ours more
loaded down we headed for the Delaware Water Gap.

One prerequisite for the trip is good working brakes. We
tested them a short time after the trip began on Millbrook
Road – a long steep downhill ride into Historic Millbrook
Village. Luckily everyone had done their maintenance and we
all stopped in Millbrook for a picture. It would not have been
such a good picture if the deuces did not have good brakes!
At Millbrook, we were confronted by swarms of gypsy
moths – which would be with us all day. The air and forest
were alive with the bugs that are part of the largest infestation
since the late 1960’s. In some places it literally looked like a
snowstorm of moths. My radiator was quite full of moth bodies
by the end of our day!

Flatbrookville was our next destination. This settlement still
has a few resolute residents who managed to keep their
houses and farms despite the Government takeover for
Tock’s Island Dam. Most of the Water Gap area is dotted with
deserted and deteriorating houses and barns which are
succumbing to neglect, weather, and vandals. We passed
more than a dozen on our ride.

We crossed the Flatbrook on an old truss bridge – just
barely wide enough for the deuces – and started on the dirt
roads that would mark much of our ride. A long and large
black snake greeted us on the way to Buttermilk Falls – and
we stopped for more pictures. Buttermilk Falls is the tallest
falls in New Jersey, but it was little more than a trickle when
we were there. At one time – about 1900 - a saw mill was
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located on the site with the falls providing power by a water
wheel. Today we were greeted by a club of 20 Mini Coopers
powering their wheels the same way we were.
A quick pit stop at Tilman’s Ravine and the convoy went
off-road on some of the fire roads within Stokes State Forest.
Mike Laner led our group up a steep and eroded old road that
was once the site of a vacation development that never got
off the ground. It is now state game lands and a link to the
Appalachian Trail. We
drove several miles along
dirt tracks until we
stopped for a break deep
in the woods. It hardly
seemed like we were in
the most populated state.
We backtracked to a road
junction and took an
equally challenging trail
back to the hardtop to
continue our journey.
When planning the
ride, I had seen a road on
a topographic map that
looked interesting. We
proved it was interesting,
but calling it a road would
be a gross exaggeration!
We followed Mike Laner down this “path” which was a road
many years ago. Erosion, encroaching vegetation, and
flooding had rendered this road all but impassible – but
military vehicles are built for this kind of terrain and bullied
their way where few dare to go. After exiting this stretch, our
members paused to pluck leaves, branches, and vines from
their trucks.
We followed the Flatbrook upstream to Layton, where
more than half of our number opted to head for home on
paved roads while we continued our trip. The Layton General
Store provided snacks, ice cream, and cold drinks for those
remaining and a chance to use a real bathroom. At Layton,
the rest of our members chose the follow their better instincts
and also headed for home since it was late afternoon. Gail
and I chose to hit the Old Mine Road and make our own way
south.
Our last stop was the Van Campen Inn. Built in 1750 it has
been partially restored by the National Park Service and is
open Sunday afternoons and staffed by volunteers. I had not
been in the Inn in decades so we took the tour before heading
home. The volunteer was a wealth of knowledge about the
area and was involved in the Walpack Historical Society
which is trying to preserve some of the park’s buildings before
they disappear from neglect. It was worth the stop.
Many miles later, we put the jeep in the garage. It was a
great day and a really nice ride. Something we should plan on
doing every year! Photos are at:

Canadian Oshawa Museum Show
Story and Pictures by Peter Schindo
Just came back from the Oshawa Military Museum Show
eh?…And well worth the trip. I met two members from the
Ferret Club during the Aberdeen show, Wilfred Alexander and
Frank Moore, who invited me and other MTA members
hanging around at the time to come up and take a look at
their museum operation. Having an interest in obtaining a
ferret, I was invited to come to their show and drive one. And
I did just that!, eh?
The incredible thing is that practically every vehicle
located in their yard works! They drove all the vehicles out
onto the display area and lined them up amongst the dealers
and vendors who were selling “CDN OD stuff” in the morning.
I never saw so many M38’s (CDN versions look almost
identical) in one place before. I guess the M38 up there is to
our MB or GPW down here. The Oshawa GM plant
assembled the Canadian Military Pattern (Battery repair truck
in one of the pictures) and the Iltis was manufactured in
Valcourt, Quebec under license from VW in Stuttgard
Germany. They will do 85 MPH!
I spent an hour with their chief Ferret expert, Ken Lee, who
gave me more information than I could chew, but kept at it
with him and learned what to ask and where to look when
buying a Ferret. (I reciprocated to help him buy an HD TV
when he’s ready, eh?)
The Ferrets are owned by the Ferret Club, which is hand
in hand with the Ontario Regiment Museum.
They also do parades within their areas and if they can
break even with their fuel charges, life is good. They are
located next to the Oshawa airport and if able, Nick Kapotes
can fly up and park right up to the Museum gate at next year’s
show. Several members are planning to come down to the
Gilbert show in the fall looking for M38 “stuff”. Should you
have a supply of parts available, let me or Art Swain know.
(Wilfred is also a fireman and there’s a fireman’s bond thing
between the two of them, eh?)
Why the “eh?” in the copy? They talk like that up there
and I just got in the habit of it. Should have written this a
week later eh?
Can’t wait till next year’s show, eh?
Website: http://www.ontrmuseum.org

http://smg.photobucket.com/albums/v79/doctord
irt/DelawareWaterGapRide/
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The 1942 Jeep----Love of My Life
`

Story and Pictures by Harold Ratzburg

I guess that I developed my affection for Jeeps way
back in the WW II days. I was twelve years old when the war
started, so I saw lots of photos of Jeeps in magazines and
newspapers. When we went to the movies on Saturday night,
jeeps could be seen in the old MovieTone war newsreels. As
time went on, Jeeps showed up more and more in movies
and on TV in such features as Rat Patrol, Combat, and
M*A*S*H*, and my interest continued to grow.
I was raised on a dairy farm in Wisconsin and when they
started producing Jeeps for the civilian market, my brother
and I convinced my Dad that a Jeep would really be a handy
thing to have on the farm with all its available attachments like
plows, cultivators, pulleys, and wood power saws, etc. But
comes the day when Dad goes to town to order a Jeep, that
darned Jeep dealer says to my Dad, "Louie, you really don't
need a Jeep. A Ford-Ferguson tractor would serve you
better.” Yes, the dealer just happened to also handle Ford
tractors, so there went our dreams of having a Jeep on the
farm.
I've hated that dealer ever since. Of course, he is long
gone now. But looking at it more realistically, with the benefit
of more mature judgment at my age, I'd say that the dealer
was probably correct.
Fast-forward about 25 years, and I am 41 years old and
still fascinated about owning a Jeep. My career is established,
the family is started, and there is a little extra money and time
for big toys. I found an ad in the local paper for a WW II Jeep
in a town nearby and went to check it out. There in back yard,
sat a real honest to goodness WW II Jeep, slowly sinking into
the mud after many years of being just parked there. It had
the most god-awful looking, wooden, homemade top on it, no
fabric on the seats, and a good abundance of rust, but----it
was at a price I could afford, so the deal was made and I
dragged it home. My wife was not impressed by my purchase.
The wooden top was stripped off immediately and I found
some seat cushions for it somewhere and I had my very first
Jeep. Without the wooden top, it started to look like a Military
Jeep and I was a happy Green Machine owner. Mechanically
speaking, it was not in great shape. It would start reliably only
when I jumped it with a spare 12-volt battery that I always had
to carry, but it was my JEEP, and life was good.
Remember now, that my story is now taking place in the
early 1970s. Military vehicle collecting was in its infancy, and
there were no military vehicle magazines or clubs around that
one could turn to for advice or guidance. The only literature
that I could find was an Army manual on the jeep, and
somewhere I accumulated a copy of "Hail to the Jeep" by A.
Wade Wells. These were to be my bibles showing how a
military jeep should look.
So, armed with all this limited information, I began to look
for parts and equipment that I could buy to restore the Jeep to
look like a real, combat ready, WW II Jeep as shown in the
photos of my reference books.
After a few months of searching, I ran across an ad in a
"Rock and Dirt" publication for heavy-duty equipment for
building contractors. It showed me that there was a Military
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Surplus Truck dealer named Sarafan located in Spring Valley
NY, not too far away from my home. The ad even showed a
picture of a Jeep, so you know where I had to go as soon as
possible.
I visited Sarafan a couple of times looking for parts for my
rust bucket, and then, on another visit in February, 1972, I
found the so-called ‘Love of my Life’. There sat this WW II
Military Jeep in a snow bank. As far as I could tell, it was
complete and in great condition. There were no rust holes
through which I could see the ground. Even the toolboxes at
the rear of the fenders were without rust holes. It even had
the original little chains that held the thumbscrews for the top
bows and the windshield so they would not get lost. I was
impressed.
In addition to that, the Jeep had neat little modifications,
like the following:
1. There was a field-installed toolbox under the rear seat. It
held equipment in place directly beneath the folding rear seat
that had a padlock hasp that could be locked to prevent
pilferage.

2. There was a turn
signal
system
installed. The lights
were neatly set into
the rear corners of
the body and into the
front of the grill in
front so that they did
not detract from the
military appearance
of the Jeep.
3. In front of the radiator, but behind the grill, was mounted,
what appeared to be a window shade. The shade could be
raised or lowered by means of a chain that ran up and over
the radiator and engine so that the shade could be adjusted
from the drivers seat inside the cab.
4. There was a small heater neatly installed up under the
dash directly over the driver’s feet.
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Also, remember we will be starting our regularly
scheduled meetings Monday, September 19th at the
Whippany American Legion Post, Legion Place, Whippany, NJ.
Refreshments at 7:00 PM, meeting begins at 8:00 PM.

Other Upcoming September Events
Sunday, September 9th-Static Display at the Whippany
Train Station, Route 10, Whippany, NJ. Time of event
9:00AM. For info, please call John Sobotka at 973-3983692.
Monday, September 24th-John Basilone Memorial Parade.
Time of event 12:00PM. For info, please call Peter
Schindo at 201-348-7565.
What some MTA Members were busy doing this summer.
The things that the Jeep did not have that bothered me a
little bit, was that it didn't have a gas can bracket or combat
rims, but I figured that I could add them later. My dilemma of
course, was that I already had a Jeep at home, which did not
impress my wife at all, and to come home and tell her I
bought another one would certainly impress her even less. I
kept walking away from the jeep to look in other parts of the
yard for stuff I needed for my hulk, but the jeep in the snow
bank kept drawing me back. I had to have it! So, throwing
caution to the winds, I went for it and put a $50.00 deposit
down for the $950 Jeep, as is, with a full GI canvas top, with
swinging doors and side curtains included. I would return the
following weekend to take it home.
I had trouble sleeping that week because I kept thinking
that something had to go bad. Maybe the dealer misquoted
the price on this, in my eyes, a near perfect jeep. Maybe the
deal would fall through for some reason out of my control. I
was nervous about my good fortune.
On the appointed day however, I returned to drive my
treasure home, and all went well. I found that it would move
only in 4WD, but it would move and that was all that
mattered. I drove it home. Then the challenge began. What
more could I learn about jeeps, how could I fix whatever was
wrong with it etc, etc, and etc. To be continued next month….

Upcoming Events
We have 4 parades scheduled as MTA sanctioned events
this fall: Clifton, East Hanover, Mendham and North
Haledon.
1. The Parade Committee needs members to sign up and
make these commitments. For information on dates and
times of these parades, please call me.
2. We need to increase this schedule. Please scout local
towns in your area that are planning parades/events in this
time period. Simply provide the name and phone number of
the parade committee chairman to Peter Schindo, 201-3487565 daytime and that's all there is to it. The MTA is on a roll
this year and with just a few more parades, it could be a
Record Year! –Peter Schindo
MTA of NJ Newsletter
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MTA Member Ken Coanshock with something other than his
37mm AT Gun. Taken at "Camp Olden" Trenton, NJ on
Saturday 21 July.
August 2007

If you miss a meeting and want to post an item in the
Classified Advertising column of the newsletter, please
feel free to call Dave Steinert at 973-347-9091 or you can
email him at: steinert@worldnet.att.net.
FOR SALE-1967 Deuce, M35A2, new belts, hoses, filters and
oil, NEW brake shoes all the way around, NEW wheel cylinders
ALL the way around, repacked the bearings,. Again, NEW inner
and outer seals, again, yes the cork is in and correctly, and the
brakes were adjusted correctly with the MAJOR BRAKE
ADJUSTMENT and in 3000 miles will need a MINOR BRAKE
adjustment, as they all do but nobody I’ve ever talked to knows
how to but my guy! As you may have noticed all that has been
done to this truck is correctly done. This truck had a frame off
resto about 7 years ago, its the BIG color glossy on the back of
David Doyles 'standard catalog of US MILITARY VEHICLES, and
was honored on a COVER of MILITARY VEHICLES Magazine.
Won a National Best in Class when the MVPA show was in
Virginia, and has won 2, yes 2 in a row best in class in Aberdeen,
with one year being best in show, so you get some t-shirts with it
on too!!! Before i lose my mind and paint it again, I’m offering it
on a buy it now price of $8,500.00. There is close to 30 in it. I’m
into 5 tons now, and although it is killing me to sell her, I cant
keep em’ all. Oh and the brake master cylinder and air pack were
changed to new not because they went but because a friend
gave me new ones so they went in too. Tires are real good. New
Weebee cab canvas, Beachwood yuck cargo canvas. Ok, that’s
the only canvas they sold me that fit so it’s still on. It also has the
correct tool bag and contents, and 3 ton jack, also correct. It also
has the cool loop holder things for lifting or tying down between
the duellys, never seen anybody else with these either. Well
known truck I may say maybe one of the most well known,
carried goods into the hole on 9/11 and carried firemen till early
Saturday morning, and the pictures go with her, she deserves
em’. cash . Call Randy Emr at (973)-219-4499.

FOR SALE, 1946 Willys CJ2A, runs good, new NDT tires,
new brakes and cylinders, hoses and lines. New battery, gas
tank, fuel pump, rebuilt generator and carb, complete exhaust
system. Body fair. $2500.00 OBO. Mike Shaw, Caldwell,
973-228-5722
For Sale- Pair of M38 take off fenders, good shape $75. Mark
973-857-5154.

FOR SALE: WWII Ben Hur G518 trailer. Needs
restoration. Body is solid with some small rust holes in
bed. Needs tires. Missing landing leg. $300. Trailer
has a PA title. Located in Wall, NJ. Call Mike Pop: 732245-8317.
For Sale-1943 White Halftrack. $22,500. Call Andy
Gamble for details at (201)-697-9417.
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For sale- Jeep, 1946 CJ2A, rolling chasis, frame
sandblasted and painted, engine rebuilt, new
springs/shocks, drive train in good shape, new crank out
split windshield. Tub and body parts dismantled, need to
be mounted and painted. Front seat frames. Runs great!
Needs new tires. Asking $4,000 o.b.o. Call Ollie (732)356-6789 or email at JBream418@aol.com.
For Sale: Hand tools, MV Manuals, WWII Patriotic
covers, Patton memorabilia. Back issues of Military
Vehicles magazine. All at swapmeetdave.com or call
Dave Ahl, 973-285-0716. (12/06)
For Sale- Transmission w/PTO from '53 M37, very low
miles $100 firm. Robert 908-770-0111 Far Hills.
For Sale-Prices Reduced-New vinyl .50 cal MG cover (not
canas), $125. 2-1/2-ton and 5-ton used truck canvases-$300
each. 1975 Chevrolet Automatic C60 Air Force Tanker, $2500.
M151 Jeep curtains-$50 a set. Jeep rims-$75 with tire and tube$125. Heavy duty tow bar -$200. 1964 American La France Fire
Truck, Class A Spartan Pumper (1000 gals per minute).
Repowered in 1980 with a Detroit Diesel Engine 6-71N, new
power steering, new clutch, new air brakes, kept inside, good
condition $3000. 8” snatch block-$75. Boarding ladder-$25, 8ft.
pick up cap-$100, Water Buffalos, good condition, $500. M105
trailers, $250 each. Tandem car trailer-$750, Search Light trailer2 spots and new generator-$500. 30 ft. Army Box trailer with
drop sides, tandem 9:20 tires-$500. Jeep pedestal gun mount$250. Call Wally Carter between 7PM and 8PM (973) 366-5140.
(7/06)

For Sale: Looking for a military vehicle? From projects to
ground-up Restorations and everything in between!
Check out: WWW.USMILITARYVEHICLES.COM
For Sale: 2-½ ton M35A2 cargo trucks most with winches,
turbo diesel, air shift front ends, MWO rebuilds. 5 tons in
stock: M812 bridge/trucks, M818 Tractors, M817 Dumps,
M813 Cargo Trucks, C&C. Light plants, Snow plow and
sander for 5 ton, Auger truck, M36 Long Chassis Truck- 2 ½
ton, MORE……. All inventory listed on web
www.easternsurplus.net Dave 215-598-8227
For Sale-Carpenter’s Shop Trailer with lift gate on M105 11/2 ton trailer. 15” radial Delta arm saw. Great condition, must
see
$3500.
Art
Swain
201-387-8961
E-mail:
aws@mtaofnj.us (8/05)
WANTED: Two Convoy Lights complete or just hardware.
Two 9 X 20 tires must be in very good condition. Call Jack
(845)987-7796.
Wanted- M211 parts. Front bumper, front composite lights,
rear composite lights, brake switch and ID plate. Contact Paul
Dormont at (908)-451-0536 or Pedormont@msn.com.
Wanted-M442 Receiver-good shape and working. Call Peter
at (201)-348-7565 days.
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Sven’s Picnic is
this Saturday, August 18th!
Details inside this issue!

Military Transport Association
Of North Jersey
P.O. Box 393
Budd Lake, NJ 07828

Military Transport Association of North Jersey
A Chapter of the Military Vehicle Preservation Association
The Military Transport Association of North Jersey is a nonprofit organization for people interested in collecting,
restoring, displaying, and operating historic military vehicles.
Members of the club participate in 15 to 20 parades every year
as well as educational events, militaria and truck shows,
rallies, trail rides and visits to veteran’s homes.
Members also participate in projects such as restoring a
jeep for the National Guard Museum, the National Night Out,
USMC Toys for Tots campaign, fund raising for the National
WWII and Korean War Memorials, Boy Scout projects, and
National Guard recruiting campaigns.
Meetings are held on the second Monday of every month at
the Whippany American Legion Hall, Legion Place, Whippany,
NJ. You can come between 7:00 and 7:30 p.m. to eat pizza,
sandwiches and enjoy other refreshments. Beer and wine is
available from the Legion Hall. The meeting starts at 8:00 p.m.
and is normally over by 9:00 p.m.
Join the MTA now and receive:
•
12 issues of the Motor Pool Messenger newsletter.
•
FREE classified sales and want ads in the newsletter.
•
Notices of parades and events in which you can
participate.
•
FREE annual picnic and FREE annual pizza party.
•
FREE MTA embroidered patch (when you attend an
event).
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To join the Military Transport Association, send this form (or
the same information on a blank sheet of paper) with $20.00
annual membership dues ($25.00 for Family Membership) to
the address below. Dues are for the calendar year.
Name_______________________________________________
Address____________________________________________
City, State, Zip_______________________________________
Telephone (________)________________________________
Email_______________________________________________
Military vehicle(s) owned_____________________________
Mail completed application with $20.00 annual dues to:

Military Transport Ass’n of North Jersey

P.O. Box 393
Budd Lake, NJ 07828

August 2007

