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ON THE COVER-A WWII era GMC Deuce carries its cargo to the
front lines at the Battle of the Bulge reenactment at Ft.
Indiantown Gap, PA, January 2008. (Picture courtesy of John
Dwyer).

MTA 2008 Officers and Staff

By Harold Ratzburg

President……………….……….. Dave Ahl, 973-285-0716
Vice President……….…...Linda Schwartz, 973-635-2404
Recording Secretary……….Paul Dormont, 908-665-1649
Corresponding Secretary….……Dave Ahl, 973-285-0716
Treasurer……………….…Ginnie McDevitt, 845-987-7896
Parade/Events Coord.……..Peter Schindo, 201-444-3198
Newsletter/Membership……Dave Steinert, 973-347-9091
Web Master………………George Wagner, 973-927-7616
2008 Sussex Show Info……….Jim Moore, 973-514-1250

NOTICE: The March 2008 MTA monthly meeting will
be held on Monday, March 10th at the Whippany
American Legion Post, Legion Place, Whippany, NJ.
Refreshments at 7:00 PM, meeting begins at 8:00
PM.

Sorry, because of technical difficulties there are
no Meeting Minutes for the February 11th MTA
Meeting
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It is interesting to look around at a Military Vehicle Rally
and observe the different types of collectors. They come in all
sizes and professions with different sized wallets, big and
small vehicles, pay more or less attention to details and
have many different philosophies of what MV collecting is all
about.
To list the different types or classifications is quite a
task but I am going to try. What follows are my own
ideas of classifications and come from my own observations.
The Perfectionist-This is the guy who is restoring a
vehicle to be a sculpture in the garage. It never runs, because
it will burn off the paint from the manifold, and he can't have
that! I have seen such a collector arrive at a rally with his
Jeep and trailer wrapped in soft quilts, so that it could not
even be dinged with flying gravel on the highway. When he
pushed the vehicle off the trailer, he inadvertently nicked the
paint job on one of the links of the safety chains to his trailer,
so he whipped out a touchup bottle of paint (glossy #24087 of
course) that he carried in his pocket and immediately took
care of that flaw to his sculpture. I imagine that he spends
most of his spare time at home sitting in the garage and
admiring his creation and occasionally wiping a spot of dust
off the hood.
When it goes on display at the rally, he thoughtfully puts
it up on jack stands (probably padded) and places large
mirrors under it so that you can see the perfect underside,
(with no oil drips showing), without the visitor having to crawl
under the vehicle.
The Gizmo Guy---This collector has every GI accessory
that the Army ever issued for his vehicle attached to his
showpiece. In addition, he has every field modification that
the soldiers of any nation ever dreamed of. These could
include cargo racks, sandbags, wire cutters, sirens, lights,
winches, first aid kits, etc., etc., etc. The list could go on
forever.
Come to think of it, I fit in this category, because I've
always felt that the more stuff you hang on a jeep, the better it
looks.
Better than Factory New Owner-He brings his vehicle
to the shows and at least drives it off the trailer. It does look
really good and may even have a fingerprint or two on it. The
owner sometimes brings his handy dandy mirror to lay under
it (like the perfectionist) so that you can see the neat clean
underside, because the vehicle has never been driven
through a water puddle since it was restored.
Straight Off the Front Lines Vehicle Driver-This is my
kind of a guy. He is very likely to be a re-enactor of the war
his vehicle represents. His vehicle is hung with or loaded
with all kinds of equipment like web gear, helmets, tools,
ropes, ration and ammo boxes, sandbags and lets not
overlook the machine guns or other Weapons of Mass
Destruction. His vehicle has been off road at the battle
reenactments and it shows it.
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The leader of the pack for this classification is of
course none other than DOC MORTHIER with his WW II
Jeep. It shows up at rallies with the greatest assortment of
junk attached to it that I have ever observed. If you have
ever seen it, you know what I mean.
It is not a well known fact, but Doc carries in his jeep a
good supply of a special kind of dirt, so that if the coating
of mud on his jeep gets washed off in the rain, he can mix
up a new batch of mud and skillfully reapply it so that the
jeep retains its "character." What a guy!
Doc's jeep never wins 'best of show,' but it draws a
bigger crowd. And it also shows up on more calendar
pages than any other single vehicle that I know of.
My Truck is Bigger Than Your Truck Guy-Way back,
like 35 years ago, when the MV collecting was just getting
organized, it seems like every club chapter could almost
be called "The Jeep Club," because that is what most of
the members had. Someone who had a CCKW or ¾ton truck was a relative rarity. Of course, there were still
jeeps to be found behind gas stations or tucked away in
barns or sheds, or behind the house that could be bought
and dragged out for restoration at a reasonable price.
The big trucks were available at dealers like Sarafan in
Spring Valley, NY, but contractors that needed FWD
capabilities for construction mostly bought them. The
average MV collector shied away from them.
Things have changed, and now one can buy a great
big OD army truck for much less than the cost of the much
smaller, but more rare, old Army Jeep.
What a change this has made to the big MV Rally
shows. Vehicles are showing up that were almost unheard
of thirty years ago, like Gun Trucks, DUKWs, bridge
building trucks, the BIG wreckers, even landing craft, and
so on.
The one truck that most sticks in my mind as most
unusual is one that I saw in a show in England. It was a
CCKW, 2-1/2 ton truck with a pile driver mounted in the
bed. Now that is something you don't see at many shows,
or any shows, in the USA that I have heard of.
I have to give the BIG truck guys a lot of credit for their
work and ambition. Their vehicles take up a lot more space
in their storage or working areas than my little jeep in the
family two-car garage. When a tire needs changing, they
may have to bring in a couple of friends and a forklift to
help, but they tackle the job and get it done. (Speaking for
myself, I was once almost a part owner of a DUKW about
thirty years ago, and I considered myself fortunate that my
partner and I backed out of the deal in time).
Oh, What the Hell--it Runs--Collector-This is the
Practical Collector. His vehicle runs, but it probably has a
snowplow attached to the front. Or, it is parked eleven
months of the year behind the deer-hunting shack up in
the northern woods and the owner keeps it to haul a deer
carcass out of the woods, if he gets lucky. It may be the
old jeep parked by the house with the floor panels rusting
out over the years, but the owner has plans to
someday take it to the farm up in NY State and get it
running.
I ran across such a jeep many years ago on one of
my MV hunting trips up in northern NJ. The jeep was just
sitting there, rusting away in a side yard, but the owner
would not even consider an offer. It had to go up to the

farm-someday. (But he was nice enough to let me remove
and take home a part for my rust bucket at home, at no
charge).
So, my friends, enough of my rambling for this month.
Just in case I have insulted anybody, and/or just to cover
my butt, I will reprint the warning label that was posted in
the first Collectors Corner article back in December 2006.
Warning Label-----Any bitching, bellyaching, or criticism
of this column or its writer automatically obligates the
complainer to write the next column !
To All MTA Members-There are a lot of members who
own great military vehicles that don't get out much. As a
club we need your support at the April show. We Need
"YOU" to bring "YOUR" vehicles out!
PLEASE! PLEASE! Make every effort to come on out!
Last year the display of military vehicles was dismal at
best. I know the club can have a great showing, because
we’ve done it in prior years.
You can bring your vehicles up THURSDAY EVE
(April 11th), around the clock, until Saturday, or even if you
can only come Sunday bring it out! We are expecting
record crowds this year. We will have a special display
area for WWII military vehicles with a great showing of
WWII Re-enactors.
There will be 24/7 security from Thursday until
Sunday. Vehicles will be carefully watched and guarded.
There’s a rumor that there might be one or two
Blackhawk Helicopters flying in for display.
So Please support YOUR club and show the public
how proud we are to own these vehicles. Get ‘em started
and come on down! This looks like it’s going to be the
BIGGEST SHOW YET! The vendor areas are selling out
quickly. Bring EVERY VEHICLE YOU HAVE! Show ‘em
off.
Call me anytime for any and all the info you might
need or assistance in getting your vehicle to the show.
Call me at 973-219-4499…over and out, Randy.

MTA MEMBERSHIP DUES FOR 2008
If you haven’t done so already, it’s that time of the
year when members must renew their membership by
sending $20 (Individual Membership) or $25 (Family
Membership) to the following address:
MTA
P.O. Box 393
Budd Lake, NJ 07828
THANK YOU!

For Sale -1943 Dodge WC-54 3/4 ton Ambulance--- with winch.
Vehicle has 2 speed transfer case from a WC-63, Engine rebuilt in
2002, new rear doors and all new gages, good condition tires with
new tubes, new wiring harness and side windows and windshield.
Body sandblasted and repainted but paint has faded and needs
touchup. Lots of Extras included. Vehicle is located in Carmel, NY
-----Asking $17,500----- Phone "Mark Tolf" at 845-225-1405, cell
phone 845-531-9577, email marktolf@hotmail.com
For Sale-M38 parts, painted OD spare tire rim-$35, four front seat cushions,
black naugahyde, with L & R bottoms and backs, no tears-$30. OD front
bumper-$35, distributor cap-$5, brake and clutch pedal arms=$10 for both.
M37 speedometer cable (NOS)-$10. Call Art Hornung @908-852-0272.
(11/07)

For Sale-1970 M-816 5-ton Military Wrecker complete 250
Cummings engine. New style NATO 11.00X20 tires, all new brakes,
new clutch/pressure plate, etc. Great truck that’s been stored inside.
NJ title and license. .$18,000. Call 973-635-2404. Leave message
for Vinny. (10/07)
For Sale-M151 Hard top, OK condition, $200. Call Jim Moore at
973-738-4624. (10/07)
For Sale: 2-M105A2 Trailers w/ racks bows and canvas. $550.00, 20
Marmite Cans $30.00 each, 2- Pistol Boxes for 45 cal. or 9mm $25.00 each.
Radio Mount for M998 $65.00 –M16 gun rack-$100.00. BDU shirt & pants
$30.00 a set (used), M-65 Field jackets $65.00. Mike Bilecki-732-356-2911.
(9/07)
For Sale-I have just picked-up 100 five-gallon cans of OD #34088 flat, quick
drying enamel. I have other colors also, red, white, grey, blue, and black. Five
gallon cans of OD is $50 per can, other colors $20 per can. Call Paul
Wadeson at 607-637-2275.

For Sale: 2 M-1009 Blazers in good condition, Bill of sale only, call for
details. $2500.00ea. Blazer rear bumpers w/pintal and mounting brackets, no
blackout lights or clevises, $125.00. Blazer rears, 3.08 locking in very good
condition, $200.00ea. Blazer front rears, 3.08 locking complete in V/G
cond.,$150.00ea. Seats, M-1009 blazer no plastics, seats in V/G used
condition sold in pairs only $125.00. Transmission, TH-400 untested but fluid
looks great, $175.00. Fuel Tank in excellent condition, no sender, $50.00.
Straps in like new condition, $40.00 pair. Windshields, $35.00ea. Drive
shafts, rear $35.00, front, $50.00. Complete nose w/blackout drive light,
brush guard, blackout in bumper, bridge tag.etc.no radiator, $500.00.
Transfer case, $125.00. Fiberglass rear top in v/g condition, $50.00ea.This is
just a small sampling of the M-1009 blazer parts that I have available call me
for any other parts that you might need that aren't listed here. Dan Werner
thecpsurplus@yahoo.com or 570-350-2765. (09/07).
For Sale- Pair of M38 take off fenders, good shape $75. Mark 973-857-5154.
(9/07)
For Sale- Four Combat Rims off WC 63-$50.00 each. Tank tow bar w/1 bent
arm-$150.00. 1988 Dodge ¾ ton 4X4 Utility Body, ran when parked w/ rebuilt
trans-$650.00. M416 tub only-$100.00. GMC M215 Dump truck racks$50.00. 1952 M100 ¼ ton trailer (flatbed)-$100.00. 1952 M104 1 ½ ton trailer
w/ gates & racks-$150.00. M715 Hood-$35.00 & Front fenders-$30.00 each.
1954 M100 ¼ ton trailer, need TLC-$250. M35A2 Radiator-$100.00. Four370 gal drop tank & ejector-Call for price. 1954 M37 Ex-firetruck$1500.00. 1943¼ Dump Trailer-$850.00. Military tire cage-$75.00. M715
Battery Box & Inner door panels-$25.00. Barnes Pump on trailer-$350.00.
M35 Tool box-$25.00. Call Richie Havens-609-259-2379.
(9/07)
For Sale-M35 Rims-$40.00 each. Pad locks (Steel)-$12.00 each.
M211/M135 Rims-$40.00 each. Pad locks (Brass)-$17.00 each. Bias Rims
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M998-$50.00 each. Field Desk-$ 25.00 each. 2 ½ /5 ton Troop seat
hardware-$6.00. Run flat alum ring for M998-$17.00 each. Drip pans extreme
cold-$6.00 each. 5-ton cargo cover (green) NOS-$225.00. Kevlar helmets$45.00 each. Silverware-$1.25. Sleeping bags cold weather-$55.00
each.M998 air filter-$30.00. Bomb rack 2 ½ /5 ton-260.00. Seals for M900A2
5 ton. Field file cabnets-$12.00 each (Vietnam era). Outer axle seal-$12.00.
Antenna rope-$6.00. Front air seal-$12.00. Lug wrenches & bars 2 ½ /5 ton$20.00 each. Inner axle seal-$12.00. Reflector trangles-$12.00 each. Water
cans, metal-$20.00 ea. Blister bags-$30.00. Call John at 732-317-2146 or
(9/07)
sandman9@optonline.net
For Sale-1943 White Halftrack. $22,500. Call Andy Gamble for details at
(201)-697-9417.
For Sale: Hand tools, MV Manuals, WWII Patriotic covers, Patton
memorabilia. Back issues of Military Vehicles magazine. All at
swapmeetdave.com or call Dave Ahl, 973-285-0716. (12/06)

For Sale-Prices Reduced-New vinyl .50 cal MG cover (not canvas),
$100. 2-1/2-ton and 5-ton used truck canvases-$250 each. 1975
Chevrolet Automatic C60 Air Force Tanker, $100. M151 Jeep
curtains-$50 a set. Jeep rims-$50 with tire and tube-$100. Heavy
duty tow bar -$150. 1964 American La France Fire Truck, Class A
Spartan Pumper (1000 gals per minute). Repowered in 1980 with a
Detroit Diesel Engine 6-71N, new power steering, new clutch, new
air brakes, kept inside, good condition $3000. 8” snatch block-$75.
Boarding ladder-$25, 8ft. pick up cap-$100, Water Buffalos, good
condition, $500. M105 trailers, $250 each. Tandem car trailer-$750,
Search Light trailer-2 spots and new generator-$500. 30 ft. Army
Box trailer with drop sides, tandem 9:20 tires-$500. Jeep pedestal
gun mount-$250. Call Wally Carter between 7PM and 8PM (973)
366-5140. (7/06)
For Sale: Looking for a military vehicle? From projects to ground-up
Restorations and everything in between!
Check out: WWW.USMILITARYVEHICLES.COM
For Sale: 2-½ ton M35A2 cargo trucks most with winches, turbo diesel, air
shift front ends, MWO rebuilds. 5 tons in stock: M812 bridge/trucks, M818
Tractors, M817 Dumps, M813 Cargo Trucks, C&C. Light plants, Snow plow
and sander for 5 ton, Auger truck, M36 Long Chassis Truck- 2 ½ ton,
MORE……. All inventory listed on web www.easternsurplus.net Dave 215598-8227
WANTED-Parade ready WWII Command Car w/or without winch. Call Bob
Benson at 973-293-7101.
WANTED: Coleman camping lanterns or stoves, any condition. Cash paid.
Call Jake (201)-874-5044.
WANTED:Two Convoy Lights complete or just hardware. Two 9 X 20 tires
must be in very good condition. Call Jack (845)987-7796.
Wanted- M-37 Operator and Maintenance Manuals bottom dollar paid (since
that is what I have left). Driver's side spare tire mount and latch kit for M-37.
Name of a good non-VA psychiatrist. Bed bows and canvas for M-37.
Fender mount heater unit and any other items to dress up an M-37. Paul
Dormont- pdormont@comcast.net or 908-451-0536.
Wanted-Hardtop for M-37 Dodge, know where one is? Call Warren-732-7355155

Help Needed-Trying to finish 1943 MB have engine,axles, brake
linesand wheel cylinders on.Also attached is transfercase,motor and
transmisssion. Have new radiator. Bumpers are on drive shaft is in. Tub
and wiring not in, but have complete harness. Have jeep in my garage. I
have tools,a compressor and necessary tools,engine hoist and lifts. Can
only work on vehicle in warmer weather. Can't afford $$$, however will
give gas money for whoever comes to my aid. I am willing to do the
work-just need someone to supervise-or provide critical assistance when
required. Available most weekends in June just about ALL of July 2008
and weekends in April and May. - Vince Sposato (973)580-7011
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Next MTA Meeting
Monday, March 10th
At the Whippany
American Legion!

Military Transport Association
Of North Jersey
P.O. Box 393
Budd Lake, NJ 07828

Military Transport Association of North Jersey
A Chapter of the Military Vehicle Preservation Association
The Military Transport Association of North Jersey is a nonprofit organization for people interested in collecting,
restoring, displaying, and operating historic military vehicles.
Members of the club participate in 15 to 20 parades every year
as well as educational events, militaria and truck shows,
rallies, trail rides and visits to veteran’s homes.
Members also participate in projects such as restoring a
jeep for the National Guard Museum, the National Night Out,
USMC Toys for Tots campaign, fund raising for the National
WWII and Korean War Memorials, Boy Scout projects, and
National Guard recruiting campaigns.
Meetings are held on the second Monday of every month at
the Whippany American Legion Hall, Legion Place, Whippany,
NJ. You can come between 7:00 and 7:30 p.m. to eat pizza,
sandwiches and enjoy other refreshments. Beer and wine is
available from the Legion Hall. The meeting starts at 8:00 p.m.
and is normally over by 9:00 p.m.
Join the MTA now and receive:
•
12 issues of the Motor Pool Messenger newsletter.
•
FREE classified sales and want ads in the newsletter.
•
Notices of parades and events in which you can
participate.
•
FREE annual picnic and FREE annual pizza party.
•
FREE MTA embroidered patch (when you attend an
event).
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To join the Military Transport Association, send this form (or
the same information on a blank sheet of paper) with $20.00
annual membership dues ($25.00 for Family Membership) to
the address below. Dues are for the calendar year.
Name_______________________________________________
Address____________________________________________
City, State, Zip_______________________________________
Telephone (________)________________________________
Email_______________________________________________
Military vehicle(s) owned_____________________________
Mail completed application with $20.00 annual dues to:

Military Transport Ass’n of North Jersey

P.O. Box 393
Budd Lake, NJ 07828
March 2008

