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ON THE COVER-A Ford GTB Bomb Service Truck owned
by John Headley, one of many military vehicles on display at
the 2009 MTA Military Vehicle Swap Meet & Show. (Picture
courtesy of Dave Ahl).

MTA 2009 Officers and Staff
President- Dave Ahl
Tel: 973-285-0716

Email:SwapMeetDave@aol.com

Vice President-Linda Schwartz
Tel: 973-635-2404

Treasurer-Ginnie McDevitt
Tel: 845-987-7896

Membership Chairman-Fred Schlesinger
Tel:973-228-7257

Email:fred@mtaofnj.us

Parade/Events Coordinator-Peter Schindo
Email:schindop@optonline.net
Newsletter Editor-Dave Steinert

Tel: 201-444-3198
Tel: 973-347-9091

Email:Steinert@worldnet.att.net

be shipping out to Iraq by the end of April and another
group will be returning in early June.
If you have a name of a particular soldier you would
like to add to our MTA care package list, please feel free to
contact John.
Some emails from our Adoptees:
Sir and Members of the MTA,
Thank you very much for the package
you sent me. Still nice to know that people
back in the states (NJ) still know what we
are dealing with. It was nice of you to send
this package. I will share it with the
younger enlisted that we have on our team.
Thank you again for your support and
thoughts.
SSG (P) Matthew A. Helmer
P.S. I attached a picture sure of me in
Baghdad, Iraq

Web Master-George Wagner
Tel: 973-927-7616

Email:wagnergm@optonline.net

2008 Sussex Show Chairman-Jim Moore
Tel: 973-738-4624

Email:Moorerus3@AOL.com

NOTICE: The May 2009 MTA monthly meeting will be
held on Monday, May 11th at the Whippany American
Legion
Post,
Legion
Place,
Whippany,
NJ.
Refreshments at 7:00 PM, meeting begins at 8:00 PM.

Military Transport Association
Meeting Minutes for April 13TH 2009
The meeting started at 8PM. President Dave Ahl
followed the pledge of allegiance with the inaugural prayer
used by President Rutherford B. Hayes. The meeting was
heavily attended with 39 people in attendance.
The March 2009 minutes as posted in the newsletter were
approved.
Treasurer’s Report: Jack McDevitt
Operating Balance:
$16,677
Swap Meet Balance: $14,686
Adoptee Balance:
$ 2,325
Membership Report: Fred Schlesinger reported that we
have now purged our membership roles of members that
have not paid their dues for this year. Our current paid
membership count is 121 members.

…And another email:
Thank you for the generous packages
over the course of our deployment. I received
the last a couple weeks ago, sorry for the
delay in replying. Everything is going well
and planning for the incoming unit and our
redeployment. Tell everyone I said Hello and
see you all soon.
V/R
MARK A. PITERSKI
LTC, IN
Commander, 2-113 IN
FOB Bucca Base Defense Commander
APO AE 09375
DSN 318-853-1544
SVOIP 242-5035
WARRIOR 6 "Faithful and Brave"

Newsletter Report: Dave Steinert thanked those that
contributed to the March issue of the Motor Pool
Messenger. Harold Ratzburg mentioned that he got a few
comments about his article on the military P-38 can
openers.
Harold came prepared with a few dozen
samples of P-38’s which he passed around for free to
members at tonight’s meeting….Thanks Harold!

John also noted that Picatinny Arsenal will again host
an open house on May 9th and the MTA is invited. We are
meeting at the Dover Armory at 9AM and will convoy over
to Picatinny. So far, 12 vehicles and members are signed
up…you will need to contact John to get your name on the
attendee list before you can join us!

Adoptee Report: John Dwyer noted that more boxes
were shipped out to support our NJNG troop during the first
week of April. A large aviation contingent of our NJNG will

Railroad Operations Battalion Report: Dave Ahl
reporting for John Sobatka gave us an update on the
progress for this year’s Operation Toy Train (Toys For
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Tots). The train drive will kick off the second weekend of
December with various stops through out North Jersey.
Dave noted that the MTA will organize two work parties to
help prepare for the event. The first work party will be
focused on making a 4’ x 4’ wooden platform so people can
gain access to the caboose. Santa Clause will be in the
caboose car to great kids and receive wrapped toy
donations. The second work day will be a painting
day….we will be painting our MTA baggage car in a
camouflage theme. We are also looking for members to
provide vehicle displays at the various stops though out the
weekend. Look for more news soon on dates for the work
parties and how to sign up for vehicle displays and support.
Events Committee: Peter Schindo noted that we are
going to have a very busy Memorial Day parade schedule
this year. Please go on line and check out the parade
schedule and sign up for any parades you can help
support. Peter noted that due to the increased parade
requests we are getting, that we are only committing to 3
vehicles per parade for Memorial Day. If you see a
particular parade commitment filled you are still welcome to
join, but possibly you can consider supporting another
parade location if it’s not too far of a drive.
MTA Web Site Report: George Wagner repots that he
has received email inquiries in the past from movie studios
looking for vehicles to rent. George has passed these
inquiries on to Jack McDevitt for follow up, but he also
reminds members to send him photos of their vehicles for
posting to our MTA web site. This is turning out to be one
of the best ways for movie studio’s to select the type of
vehicles they need for upcoming film shoots.
Swap Meet Show Report: Fran Antico and Jim Moore
reported that promotional efforts for the show has been
proceeding extremely well and this year’s PR efforts
included radio announcements on various stations and a
very coordinated effort to get signs posted on local
roadways.
 The town of Frankford has surprised us with a
requirement to pay for more permits then we
expected. Prior years the permits had been free.
 Blue Ridge Ambulance Squad will be on site this
year. We are making a $300 donation for their
services.
 Cleaning of the new larger kitchen facilities will
start on Thursday April 16th. Volunteers for kitchen
help are urgently needed!
 Randy Emr will be handling the vehicle parking
and vehicle judging again this year. Randy noted
that this year’s judging will be following many of the
MVPA judging rules and that the plaques we award
this year are even better then our previous awards.
If you have been reading your newsletters or attending
any of our recent meetings, you know how hard Fran, Jim
and the rest of the show team have been working to make
this our best show yet. We had a big round of applause this
evening…Thanks Fran and Jim for all you have done!
New Business: Dave Ahl reports that Bob Robino has
invited the MTA to have one of our monthly meetings at his
MTA of NJ Newsletter
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Military Vehicle restoration shop in Belvidere NJ. For those
of us who have had an opportunity to visit Bob’s shop, it is
an opportunity not to be missed. A vote of hands has
approved the invite and Dave will work with Bob to find a
date for a meeting some time this summer.
Meeting closed at 9:05PM
Submitted by: Gary Schultz

MTA Spring Show & Swap Meet, April 18-19, 2009
Article and photos by David H. Ahl
Filling one bookcase in my office are scores of books
on management from serious Harvard tomes to light “One
Minute Manager” type books. But what it all boils down to
whether running a company or planning an event is
planning, resources, and execution. You need all three.
You can plan an event for a year, but if you don’t have the
people to carry out the plans, the event will be a flop. You
can have a group of enthusiastic people but without good
plans, the event will flop.
So it wasn’t just luck, the later date, or good weather
that made the MTA Spring Show such a resounding
success—it was good management—planning, resources,
and execution. Kudos definitely go to the core team: Fran
Antico, Jim and Ellen Moore, Fred Schlesinger, Randy
Emr, and Al Mellini, as well as to the many people who
took over specific areas: Jack Pellington on show signs,
John Dwyer on publicity, John Sobotka, Jack Bennett,
and many others.

Planning a show actually starts a year earlier at the
previous show. What worked well? What went wrong?
Where can we make improvements? What did people want
that we didn’t have?
Six months in advance of the show, the process picks
up steam. Contracts have to be signed. Ads must be made
up and placed with the magazines. Press releases sent out
to publications with a long lead time. Exhibitors (vendors)
must be contacted. Look over the show grounds to see if
there have been changes. Contact other clubs to nail down
their participation.
May 2009

The pace picks up as the show date gets closer.
Recruit people for the various functions. Coordinate with
other clubs. Press releases out. Signs made and
distributed to members. Park vehicles with signs in highvisibility locations. Buy food. Set up schedules for
everything under the sun. Design and order dash plaques.
Design and print flyers, T-shirts. The list goes on and on;
just ask Fran. But the point is, it was all done, done well,
and done on time.

Oh sure, there were a few glitches at the show. The
huge tents set up by the Sussex Fairgrounds for the next
weekend event that ate up half of out parking area. Fewer
display vehicles from our partners (Historic Construction
Equipment and Antique Truck Club) than we expected
(although I doubt if anyone noticed because of the huge
number of military vehicles on display). Did the food
pavilion being more conveniently located this year lead to
people eating more? Who knows, but by 3:00 p.m.
Saturday we had run out of food. And despite Ken
Coanshock’s all new heavy-gauge wiring, the PA system
still had spotty coverage outside.

pool ready classes, 25+ in the two re-enactment areas, and
120 non-display and vendor MVs, tractors, construction
equipment, plus two lonely antique trucks. Randy Emr ably
managed the vehicle display area and two teams of judges
inspected and judged the WWII, M-series, and foreign
vehicles selecting 35 vehicles to receive a range of awards.
Best of show went to the M38A1 Jeep and trailer of Terry
Weaver. The Jeep and entire display were first class but
there were many other vehicles that were outstanding as
well. The display vehicles were certainly in the same class
as the national MVPA Conventions and other “big” shows
like Aberdeen and Iola.

What was the total attendance? That’s a good
question. We didn’t charge people with military or other
display vehicles and many people had accompanying
family or friends. We didn’t charge vendors, of course. We
didn’t charge CAP or CERT members who were helping
with parking and security. And we didn’t charge MTA
members who agreed to help. We also didn’t charge for
young children or people in uniform. Everyone else was
charged $5 a head to enter? Or were they? At one point we
had discussed charging $5 per car and at least for part of
the time, that rate seemed to be in effect. So when the dust
settled, we came up with a ridiculous range of attendance
of from 2,000 to 5,000. I’m thinking that 3,000 to 3,500 is
probably near the mark. So that’s something to aim at next
year: an accurate attendance count. But whatever the
number, the show was extremely successful for all:
attendees, vendors, people with display vehicles, reenactors, and MTA club members. The organizers and club
can feel proud: job well done!
Living History at the 2009 MTA Show
Article and photos by John Dwyer

But the glitches were minor when measured against
the overall success of the show. More than 100 vendors
inside and out were delighted with sales, not only Saturday,
but Sunday as well. Nearly 180 vehicles were displayed
including 50-some-odd judged MVs in factory and motor
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The 2009 MTA Show is history. By any measure it was
a great success, with vendors, exhibitors, volunteers, and
visitors all satisfied with the show. In addition to the great
showing of military vehicles, this year the show had two
living history displays up and running – one for the Vietnam
War and the other for World War Two.
May 2009

The Vietnam display was centered around Ken
LeSoine’s MP Impression and Jim Moore’s basic soldier
display. Four GP Small tents marked the camp which was
populated by a couple of M151’s an M37 and a pair of
yellow-nosed deuces. Ken and his MP’s worked the site all
weekend explaining the equipment, gear, uniforms, and
daily life in a front-line MP unit. They were joined by the
“enemy” on Saturday as a small contingent of North
Vietnamese (NVA) and Viet Cong re-enactors showed up
to display their uniforms and equipment.

The tents were set up with cots, uniforms and gear
from the period – “junk on the bunk” – all the stuff that
soldiers would have worn and carried throughout the sixties
and early seventies. C-rations, mosquito nets, bug
repellant, Playboy…. It brought back fond memories.
The World War Two area was quite large this year –
especially on Saturday. 14 jeeps , two Harley motorcycles,
two command cars, a couple of CCKW’s, a WC-54
ambulance, a bomb truck, a British Bren Gun carrier, a
37mm anti-tank gun, a weasel, several ¼ ton trailers, and
an airborne bicycle filled the company area. Re-enactors
from the 94th Infantry Division, 2nd Ranger Battalion, and
the 78th Infantry Division were present with full blown
exhibits of weapons, equipment, uniforms, personal soldier
items, and supply items. Three tents were erected and
several of the troops spent the nights sleeping in period
accommodations. Visitors were invited to handle weapons
and try on helmets and see how a soldier in 1944 would
have dressed and lived.
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Another part of the WWII area was the 695th Armored
Field Artillery battalion aid station complete with a litter
carrier jeep. This represented the collection point for frontline casualties who would get emergency treatment and
then be evacuated to the rear in ambulances. Visitors are
always fascinated by the “doctor’s office” and the sparse
equipment and few drugs available to medics up near the
front lines. Lots of kids (and adults) tried out the EE-8 field
phones – which crank to produce a ring – but nobody
volunteered to try out the IV setup again this year!
The WWII exhibit also had some impressive weapons
on hand. In addition to Ken Coanshock’s 37mm anti-tank
gun there was an M2 .50 caliber machine gun and an
81mm mortar set up in the area. Hundreds of kids (and
some adults) tried out the seats and machine guns in the
armed jeeps and generally had a great time dreaming of
being part of a new “Rat Patrol.”

The “enemy” was also present at the show. Bob
Krauss brought out an impressive display of German
vehicles – a communications van, two Kubelwagons, and
two motorcycles were exhibited along with a great
collection of uniforms, weapons, and artifacts. On Sunday
we were joined by a Volkswagon serving in the German
Army along with a display of weapons and uniforms. Both
exhibits got lots of visitors and plenty of attention.
After hours at the living history camp is also
interesting. Braving the cold night temperatures a few
hardy souls strung a sheet from a jeep top and showed old
films each night. It was like a 1944 drive-in (and some guys
on mules and 4-wheelers actually did drive in!) except
there was no backseats! Next year you should join us for
the “European Theater theater.”
Many thanks need to go out to all of the volunteers,
reenactors, and vehicle owners who brought their stuff out
to the living history displays. It is one of the things that sets
this show apart from many others – it provides the public
with something more to do than just shopping for parts and
militaria. Kids get to really sit in jeeps, try on uniforms, hold
a tommy gun, speak to a soldier from 1944 or 1967. It
keeps them coming back year after year.

May 2009
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To add or remove listings from the Classifieds, please
email Dave Steinert at steinert@worldnet.att.net or call
973-347-9091.
For Sale-1965 original m-151 Ford Army jeep. Runs good! New
Top and tires and batteries. Have spare tire and all doors and
flaps and title and extra parts... Everything works except fuel
gauge and heater works but only blows cold air. Jeep in great
shape. MUST SEll !! ASKING $7.000 firm. New Milford N.J.
JAMES P. CONNORS 1(201)248-3166 (5/09)
For Sale-1984 CUKV-Chevy, 79000 miles, runs good, passes NJ
inspection, needs some body work. If interested, olease call Greg at 908872-8375 . (4/09).
For Sale-Current military CARC 383 green paint.and other expoxy paints.
Crash truck yellow, interior green, etc. $30 gal. Call 607-637-2275. (3/09).
For Sale-Fall 2008 special.*****Resin guns*****M1919 .30 caliber aircooled, $185.00, M16A1 $125.00, M16A2 $125.00. While supplies last.
Bill (732)-489-1012 e-mail: bpeaslee@aol.com (11/08)
For Sale-9-ton Tag Along Trailer, 8-years old, great shape, $3000. Three
M35A2, soft tops, air ride seats, good rubber, troop seats and cargos
covers, $3000-$5000. M37 parts-used and NOS, please call with your
needs. Don Covart, 973-390-4876. (11/08)
For Sale-1967 M416 ¼-ton trailer, good condition, no dents, little surface
rust, but needs paint. Has National Guard made metal top, $800. 1986
M1009 Blazer, 118K, camo color, good condition, has radio racks,
antenna mounts, engine block heater, manual and spare parts. Clear NJ
Title. Call John Sobotka, 862-266-6284. (11/08)
For Sale-Jeep MB grill with all the lights, $225. Call Tom Weaver at 973627-9448. (11/08)
For Sale-1972 M35A2-$2900, 1970 M109 (Shop Van)-$2800, 1967 Mule$4000, 1956 International Harvester farm tractor, restored-$4000. Call
Jude Meehan 732-528-5422.
(8/08)
For Sale-1968 M51-A2 5-ton Dump. New clutch, wire harness and
tailgate. Has cargo cover on dump. Many spare parts and manuals. Looks
and runs great, $8000. 1962 M422A1, American Motors Mighty Mite, fully
restored, great runner, rare and only 2,400 made, $8000. Both located in
Ridgefield, CT, about 1 hour north of the Tappan Zee Bridge. Call Charlie
Popp, 203-438-3459. (6/08)
For Sale- Front and rear axle assembly for MB or M38, $90 each. Core
engine blocks will fit CJ, MB, M38 and F Head block for M38A1, $75 each.
Alaskan lumber making chain saw ATT, $50. Chevy running gear for
1953 1-ton pick-up truck. Engine will fit 1-1/2 ton truck. Many misc. jeep
body parts, call Tom Weaver 973-627-9448. (6/08)

For Sale-M38A1 tub. Original but poor conditon. Lots of rust and
holes. Great for the serious restorer. Photos on request. Pick-up
only in Denville, NJ. $500 or best offer. Call Al Mellini at 973723-2166. (5/08)
For Sale:1949 Dodge power wagon transmission with power take off,
make offer. 1941 Ford. 1-1/2 ton pickup, with Marmon Herrington 4-wheel
drive, not running but complete, needs resto. Also have 1945 parts truck,
make offer. Call 718-429-7590 Peter Mark. (5/08)

For Sale-For those members who might be interested in synthetic
lubricants and related products for their military and personal
vehicles, they can try my website, www.LUBE-1.com. Jonathan
Frank, 201-568-7854.
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For Sale -1943 Dodge WC-54 3/4 ton Ambulance--- with winch. Vehicle
has 2 speed transfer case from a WC-63, Engine rebuilt in 2002, new
rear doors and all new gages, good condition tires with new tubes, new
wiring harness and side windows and windshield. Body sandblasted and
repainted but paint has faded and needs touchup. Lots of Extras
included. Vehicle is located in Carmel, NY -----Asking $17,500----Phone "Mark Tolf" at 845-225-1405, cell phone 845-531-9577, email
marktolf@hotmail.com

For Sale-M38 parts, painted OD spare tire rim-$35, OD front
bumper-$35, distributor cap-$5, brake and clutch pedal arms-$10
for both. Call Art Hornung @908-852-0272. (8/08))
For Sale: 2 M-1009 Blazers in good condition, Bill of sale only, call for
details. $2500.00ea. Blazer rear bumpers w/pintal and mounting brackets,
no blackout lights or clevises, $125.00. Blazer rears, 3.08 locking in very
good condition, $200.00ea. Blazer front rears, 3.08 locking complete in
V/G cond.,$150.00ea. Seats, M-1009 blazer no plastics, seats in V/G
used condition sold in pairs only $125.00. Transmission, TH-400 untested
but fluid looks great, $175.00. Fuel Tank in excellent condition, no sender,
$50.00. Straps in like new condition, $40.00 pair. Windshields, $35.00ea.
Drive shafts, rear $35.00, front, $50.00. Complete nose w/blackout drive
light, brush guard, blackout in bumper, bridge tag.etc.no radiator, $500.00.
Transfer case, $125.00. Fiberglass rear top in v/g condition,
$50.00ea.This is just a small sampling of the M-1009 blazer parts that I
have available call me for any other parts that you might need that aren't
listed here. Dan Werner thecpsurplus@yahoo.com or 570-350-2765.
(09/07).
For Sale-M35 Rims-$40.00 each. Pad locks (Steel)-$12.00 each.
M211/M135 Rims-$40.00 each. Pad locks (Brass)-$17.00 each. Bias
Rims M998-$50.00 each. Field Desk-$ 25.00 each. 2 ½ /5 ton Troop seat
hardware-$6.00. Run flat alum ring for M998-$17.00 each. Drip pans
extreme cold-$6.00 each. 5-ton cargo cover (green) NOS-$225.00. Kevlar
helmets-$45.00 each. Silverware-$1.25. Sleeping bags cold weather$55.00 each.M998 air filter-$30.00. Bomb rack 2 ½ /5 ton-260.00. Seals
for M900A2 5 ton. Field file cabnets-$12.00 each (Vietnam era). Outer
axle seal-$12.00. Antenna rope-$6.00. Front air seal-$12.00. Lug
wrenches & bars 2 ½ /5 ton-$20.00 each. Inner axle seal-$12.00.
Reflector trangles-$12.00 each. Water cans, metal-$20.00 ea. Blister
bags-$30.00. Call John at 732-317-2146 or sandman9@optonline.net
(9/07)
For Sale-Prices Reduced-New vinyl .50 cal MG cover (not canvas),
$100. 2-1/2-ton and 5-ton used truck canvases-$250 each. 1975
Chevrolet Automatic C60 Air Force Tanker, $100. M151 Jeep curtains$50 a set. Jeep rims-$50 with tire and tube-$100. Heavy duty tow bar $150. 1964 American La France Fire Truck, Class A Spartan Pumper
(1000 gals per minute). Repowered in 1980 with a Detroit Diesel Engine
6-71N, new power steering, new clutch, new air brakes, kept inside, good
condition $3000. 8” snatch block-$75. Boarding ladder-$25, 8ft. pick up
cap-$100, Water Buffalos, good condition, $500. M105 trailers, $250
each. Tandem car trailer-$750, Search Light trailer-2 spots and new
generator-$500. 30 ft. Army Box trailer with drop sides, tandem 9:20 tires$500. Jeep pedestal gun mount-$250. Call Wally Carter between 7PM
and 8PM (973) 366-5140. (7/06)

For Sale: Looking for a military vehicle? From projects to
ground-up Restorations and everything in between!
Check out: WWW.USMILITARYVEHICLES.COM
Wanted-Jeep Wrangler for Restoration Vintage 1985 to 1995--Engine and
Automatic Tranny should be operational, body may be poor but
restorable.
Contact:
Art
Frost,
973-386-1490
or
Arthur@Frosthome.com

WANTED-Tail gate assembly for a M-1009 Blazer-Call Paul
Wadeson, (607)537-2275.
WANTED-Parade ready WWII Command Car w/or without winch.
Call Bob Benson at 973-293-7101.
WANTED: Coleman camping lanterns or stoves, any condition.
Cash paid. Call Jake (201)-874-5044.
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Next MTA Meeting
Monday, May 9th
At the Whippany
American Legion!

Military Transport Association
Of North Jersey
P.O. Box 393
Budd Lake, NJ 07828

Military Transport Association of North Jersey
A Chapter of the Military Vehicle Preservation Association
The Military Transport Association of North Jersey is a nonprofit organization for people interested in collecting,
restoring, displaying, and operating historic military
vehicles. Members of the club participate in 15 to 20
parades every year as well as educational events, militaria
and truck shows, rallies, trail rides and visits to veteran’s
homes.
Members also participate in projects such as restoring a
jeep for the National Guard Museum, the National Night Out,
USMC Toys for Tots campaign, fund raising for the National
WWII and Korean War Memorials, Boy Scout projects, and
National Guard recruiting campaigns.
Meetings are held on the second Monday of every month
at the Whippany American Legion Hall, Legion Place,
Whippany, NJ. You can come between 7:00 and 7:30 p.m. to
eat pizza, sandwiches and enjoy other refreshments. Beer
and wine is available from the Legion Hall. The meeting
starts at 8:00 p.m. and is normally over by 9:00 p.m.
Join the MTA now and receive:

12 issues of the Motor Pool Messenger newsletter.

FREE classified sales and want ads in the
newsletter.

Notices of parades and events in which you can
participate.

FREE annual picnic and FREE annual pizza party.

FREE MTA embroidered patch (when you attend an
event).
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To join the Military Transport Association, send this form
(or the same information on a blank sheet of paper) with
$20.00 annual membership dues ($25.00 for Family
Membership) to the address below. Dues are for the
calendar year.
Name______________________________________________
Address____________________________________________
City, State, Zip_______________________________________
Telephone (________)________________________________
Email______________________________________________
Military vehicle(s) owned_____________________________
Mail completed application with $20.00 annual dues to:

Military Transport Ass’n of North Jersey

P.O. Box 393
Budd Lake, NJ 07828
May 2009

