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ON THE COVER-A WWII Scout Car at the 2009 WWII
Weekend at Reading, PA. (Picture courtesy of John
Dwyer).

MTA 2009 Officers and Staff
President- Dave Ahl
Tel: 973-285-0716

Email:SwapMeetDave@aol.com

Vice President-Linda Schwartz
Tel: 973-635-2404

Treasurer-Ginnie McDevitt
Tel: 845-987-7896

Membership Chairman-Fred Schlesinger
Tel:973-228-7257

Email:fred@mtaofnj.us

Parade/Events Coordinator-Peter Schindo
Email:schindop@optonline.net
Newsletter Editor-Dave Steinert

Tel: 201-444-3198
Tel: 973-347-9091

Email:Steinert@worldnet.att.net

Web Master-George Wagner
Tel: 973-927-7616

Email:wagnergm@optonline.net

2008 Sussex Show Chairman-Jim Moore
Tel: 973-738-4624

Email:Moorerus3@AOL.com

NOTICE: THERE WILL BE NO REGULAR MONTHLY
MTA MEETING IN AUGUST. THE REGULAR MONTHLY
MEETINGS WILL CONTINUE IN SEPTEMBER. THE
AUGUST MEETING WILL BE AT BOB RUBINO’S
MILSPEC SHOP IN BELVIDERE, NJ ON SATURDAY,
AUGUST 22nd.

Military Transport Association
Meeting Minutes for August 2009
No Meeting...No minutes!
Some appreciation from our Adoptees

The following letter is from Army Chaplain (Major)
Dave Bolus (Back row, extreme right).
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Bob Rubino, owner of Mil Spec Vehicles, is a Jersey
guy, born and raised in Garfield, NJ. His first association
with a military vehicle occurred when he was still in high
school. On his way to and from high school, he passed a
shed, belonging to the school, which housed a surplus M38
Jeep with a snow plow. To him at the time, a jeep was just
a jeep.

THE BOB RUBINO STORY
By Harold Ratzburg
We have all looked at photos of a Sherman Tank, and
most have seen the real thing, maybe in a park or
museum, or even in a parade or at a MV Rally.

But have you ever thought about what it would be like
to see a Sherman from the inside out, or maybe a better
way to say it, would you like to see a Sherman tank
disassembled and so be able to see the thickness of the
armor, the breech of its cannon, its drive train, and so
on, which is usually sealed up inside?
At the MTA's next meeting on Saturday, August 22, at
Mil Spec Vehicle, in Belvidere NJ, you will be able to do
just that, plus see a whole bunch of other MV's in various
stages of restoration at the Mil Spec Vehicle Company
work shop.

This is the story of Bob Rubino and Mil Spec Military
Vehicle Shop and how this opportunity became possible for
the MTA.
MTA of NJ Newsletter
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Over a period of time, the school needed the shed
space for something else, so the jeep was sold to a scrap
dealer in the neighborhood, where Bob again ran across
it in his post high school wanderings. It had a for sale sign
on it...$600, and that was for the snow plow attached to it.
The jeep was included in the deal because the scrap yard
guy couldn't get the jeep to start unless he pushed it
to jump start it.
Bob already had a lot of mechanical knowledge, (later
on he attended a number of formal schools to up scale his
mechanic's abilities), but even at this point he noticed that
the funny hole on top of M38's cowl was a battery box, and
not a tool box like the scrap yard owner thought. The jeep
had a 24-volt vehicle system, not a 12-volt, so how could it
start with only one battery? Bob made the deal and came
back the following day with the 600 bucks and an extra
battery

After he closed the deal and got the title, Bob dropped
the extra battery in the funny tool box hole and connected
August 2009

the existing cables therein, which easily started the jeep,
and he then proceeded to drive away. The scrap yard
owner was left standing there, with his jaw kinda’ hanging
wide open with surprise, and needless to say was not a
very happy camper.
To Bob at the time, a jeep was just a jeep, something
to go four wheeling in and even dropping in a more
powerful engine to make the mud runs more interesting.
But, when Bob slowly found that he could get parts for the
ex-military jeep, he decided to restore the jeep back to its
original military form. And so folks, that is how
Bob Rubino's interest in restoring military vehicles began
and after that, like most of us, continued to grow.

As a professional mechanic in his field, Bob worked for
a number of large companies maintaining big trucks. Over
a period of time, he became acquainted with Frank Buck,
who owned a Peterbilt truck franchise near Tobyhanna,
Pennsylvania. Frank was also a military vehicle collector
and enthusiast and a member of the MVPA. With Bob's
interest in military trucks, Frank hired Bob as a part time
mechanic to work on his MV collection, and as time went
on, Bob went full time with Frank.

When Frank Buck decided to move his collection to
Gettysburg, PA, Bob decided not to move with him and
took a job with a MV restoration company in his area. It
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was while working for this company, Bob told me, that he
learned how NOT to treat customers, i.e., by overcharging,
being nasty, not following agreements that were made, and
so on. The boss was also a jerk when dealing with his own
employees,
While at the new company, he met Sven Johnson and
worked on one of Sven's military vehicles, a half-ton
truck, and when Sven pulled his truck home after an
altercation with the restoration company’s nasty owner,
Bob continued to work on the half ton at Sven's place.
Then in June, 2004, came the offer Bob could not
refuse. Sven offered to rent the large workshop behind his
machine shop and mill house to Bob, so Bob could go into
a military restoration business full time on his own. He
recalls that it meant that he went from working for a nasty
SOB to working for a bigger jerk...HIMSELF! (I personally
don't quite believe that, but that's what he said.)
The years since then have been good for Mil Spec,
and pretty much recession proof. There is enough work
lined up in the yard right now to keep Mil Spec busy for the
next two years. Bob kinda’ feels that people who have the
money to buy and restore a tank feel that their funds are
better invested in old military hardware than in the stock
market these days. Not a bad situation for a restorer like
Mil Spec. The company now has three full time employees
and two part time guys, all of them with great mechanical
skills, besides Bob.
So, if you would like to look at big military vehicles
from the inside looking out, or vintage military vehicles in
various stages of restoration, don't miss the MTA meeting
at Mil Spec on August 22.
Here is a partial list of the restoration vehicles in the
shop or in the yard: A M4 Sherman Tank...dismantled, a
M5 Stewart Tank...dismantled, a GPW Jeep, a GPA
amphibian jeep, an M 36-B1 Tank destroyer, a huge GI
Wrecker, and several other pieces of big and little military
hardware.
So, all you MTA guys, I hope that I'll see you at the
meeting on Aug 22nd at Mil Spec Vehicles, 4 Hardwick
Street, Belvidere, NJ, 07823 (Tel 908-475-2799)

ATTENTION MTA MEMBERS: If you are going to the
August meeting at Mil Spec, please notify me by August
14 at the very latest, so we can have an idea on how many
people to feed. The meeting is Saturday, August 22nd at
11:00 a.m. at Mil Spec, Bob Rubino's restoration shop at 4
Hardwick St, Belvidere, NJ 07823. Bob promised to have
some restoration demos for us but I'm not sure what he
has lined up. You might call him and find out (908-4752799). People can join a convoy to Belvidere at the Target
parking lot on Route 46 in Hackettstown at 10:00 a.m. if
they wish. But it's really important that people let me
know if they are going and how many people are in their
group. Notify me by e-mail (swapmeetdave@aol.com), by
phone (973-285-0716) or fax (973-539-5934). Thanks...Dave

Ahl.
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The Rare Jeep “Barn Find”
Story and pictures by John Dwyer
The “barn find” is one of the Holy Grail relics in the
military vehicle hobby. It is way below the “jeep-in-a-crate”
but it is one of those highly sought after prizes that keeps
us cruising back roads, peering into back yards and old
buildings for a glimpse of round headlights and a slotted
grille.
I recently chanced upon two such barn finds – mine
were more “behind the barn” finds since they were under
tarps in the weeds behind a barn in Hunterdon County. I
bought one of them – a 1944 Willys MB that was pretty
much all there – but with some real condition ‘issues.’

How do you find these treasures? Well, you can either
scour the countryside peering into people’s barns, or they
can fall into your lap. In my case, the latter keeps
happening. When I am at parades, car shows, road rides,
or exhibits I am frequently the only – or one of very few –
military vehicles present. People who have old stuff, or
know people with old stuff, or want to get rid of dad’s old
stuff frequently ask if I am interested in buying/picking
up/hauling away this “STUFF.” Most times I am
uninterested or already have lots of the same stuff – but
once in a while a gem presents itself. It pays to do MV
events!

While at the Lebanon, NJ parade I was approached by
a man who said he had a couple of old jeeps on his farm
that he had bought years ago as projects. He never got to
MTA of NJ Newsletter
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them and asked if I knew anyone who might be interested
in buying them cheap. CHEAP JEEPS? That’s for me. I
drove over the next week and found a ‘44 Willys MB and a
’46 Willys CJ-2A in his yard under tarps crying for attention.
I bought the MB on the spot for very little money.

It is in rough condition, but one of the most complete
jeeps to come out of a backyard. The frame is in OK
condition, the steering works, the trans and transfer work, it
has four good CJ rims with knobby tires that hold air, and
all of the body parts except the windshield were present. It
even came with a very nice snake coiled up on the fender
well. Sure, it has a postwar Kaiser Supersonic engine and
the body is toast, but it has matching data plates, frame tag
and good NJ TITLE!
After the barn-find, you have to cope with two big
questions: 1. How do I get it home; and 2. What do I do
with it once I get it home. (…and there is always #3. What
will the wife say when she finds another orphan MV in the
yard?)

The answer to #1 was to put out a call for help to the
MTA. This resulted in a number of MTA members who
loaned me a truck and trailer, then assisted me in getting it
loaded on the trailer, unloading it and pushing it into my
yard. You are never without help in this club!
The answer to #2 is more complex – When initially
offered for parting out I had more than 28 E-mails looking
for original MB parts. I am resisting that option for now
because it would result in the loss of one more “original”
jeep. I am currently seeking a buyer who wants a
August 2009

restoration project, but it may end up as an organ donor to
keep several other jeeps alive and running.
What is a barn find worth? In an e-Bay world it would
appear to be solid gold. In the real world it is something
less. I would estimate right now something in excess of
$2000 in original parts remains on the vehicle. Some of the
parts that seem to be in high demand for MB’s and GPW’s
are:
Original data plates and matching frame tag; A valid
New Jersey title; T84 transmission and transfer case;
headlights, buckets, and mounting arms; grille with original
blackout lights; Carter carburetor; original temp, amp, &
fuel gauges; speedometer; rims and tires – especially
combat rims; frame in good condition; Sheller steering
wheel; steering column and brackets; engine; horn and
horn button; steering gear; glove box; seat frames; engine
mounts; bumperettes; fenders; mounting brackets; radiator;
axles; differentials; pintle; and tail lights.
The downside of parting a jeep out is that you have to
do all of the disassembly, packing and shipping, so your
‘profit’ decreases as your labor increases. Nonetheless, it
is a great way to see just how a jeep is put together!
So my advice to you all is to keep doing MTA and
other MV events! Always have pen and paper available to
get the names of folks who have “stuff” they no longer
want…and keep prowling around the countryside looking in
barns and backyards – there really is Gold in them thar’
hills!
Photos:
http://smg.photobucket.com/albums/v79/d ... %20343035/
Speaking of barn finds, another of our members picked
up a WWII 10K generator from this same seller’s barn. This
is a BIG generator that is powered by a Willys 4-cylinder
engine. The engine he bought turned out to be a WWII
Willys MB engine in very good condition. Another gem!

His genius on the battlefield is well documented and
they also describe the accident that led to his tragic death
soon after the war ended. Patton was riding in his staff car,
a Caddy that they have on display, with another officer for
an outing of quail hunting. His driver accelerated to pass a
slow moving vehicle and swung back into the right lane. A
deuce and a half traveling in the on coming lane made a
left into an Army depot and Patton's Caddy collided with it.

Patton had been sitting on the edge of the back seat
and was thrown into the cars petition. Sadly Patton's neck
was broken. The officer that investigated the accident
found fault with Patton's driver for speeding and also fault
with the truck’s driver for making the quick left that cut off
the Patton’s Caddy.

A Trip to the Patton Museum
Story and pictures by Bill and Jon Murphy
My son, Jon and I
recently
visited
the
Patton Museum while on
vacation in the great
state of Kentucky. The
armor displays were
great and we learned
much about one of the
greatest military leaders
of all time.
General Patton was named after his grandfather
Colonel George Smith Patton who was killed at the Battle
of Opequon during the Civil War. It is also now thought that
he had dyslexia as there are many miss-spellings in his
personal journals. He also struggled with math at West
Point and only passed because of his fierce determination
to succeed so that he could fulfill his military destiny.
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This same officer then visited Patton in the hospital;
he was paralyzed from the neck down and read him the
report. General Patton told this officer to change the report
to read that neither driver was at fault and that this was just
an accident, plain and simple. General Patton died a few
days later from complications.
Here are some photos of the museum dedicated to his
name.
http://s302.photobucket.com/albums/nn107/jwalnuts/Patton%20Museum%20-%20MTA/
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M38A1, $75 each. Alaskan lumber making chain saw ATT, $50.
Chevy running gear for 1953 1-ton pick-up truck. Engine will fit 11/2 ton truck. Many misc. jeep body parts, call Tom Weaver 973627-9448. (6/08)

To add or remove listings from the Classifieds, please
email Dave Steinert at steinert@worldnet.att.net or call
973-347-9091.
For Sale- One-ton ball bearing chain block with 11-inch
wheel for gear reduction. Very easy to operate and HEAVY
duty. All you need is a strong beam. $150.00 Call John
Lamond at 201-291-9663. Located in Saddle Brook, NJ.
For Sale- MB Rear End Housing, dated: 1-11-43. Selling
rear end housing from MB. Needs new ring gear. Spider
gears and pinion shaft look good, includes good case
cover. Does not include drive shafts or brake backing
plates. The housing is clearly dated 1-11-43. Painted OD.
Must Pick UP...No Shipping available. Price $50. Email
with questions: grsschultz@aol.com (7/09)
For Sale-One M-38 passenger seat frame with mounting
hardware $75. Wheels for CJ Jeeps and M151 $25 each.
Cannon Towing Lights, one set with brackets $50. Also
many more Jeep parts, too many to list. Call Tom Weaver
at 973-627-9448. (7/09)
For Sale-M151A2 w/ROPS uncut project Jeep, $3,500. Two axle
Landscraper open trailer with new oak deck, dual lights, 12V or
24V lights as well as a 2-5/16” ball hitch, $1,600 or OBO. Sixteen
foot equipment trailer good for Bobcat or Jeep, great tires and
wood deck, $1,500 or best offer. Call Vinny Schwartz at 973-6352404.
For Sale-1984 CUKV-Chevy, 79000 miles, runs good, passes NJ
inspection, needs some body work. If interested, olease call Greg
at 908-872-8375 . (4/09).
For Sale-Current military CARC 383 green paint.and other
expoxy paints. Crash truck yellow, interior green, etc. $30 gal.
Call 607-637-2275. (3/09).
For Sale-Fall 2008 special.*****Resin guns*****M1919 .30 caliber
air-cooled, $185.00, M16A1 $125.00, M16A2 $125.00. While
supplies last. Bill (732)-489-1012 e-mail: bpeaslee@aol.com
(11/08)
For Sale-Jeep MB grill with all the lights, $225. Call Tom Weaver
at 973-627-9448. (11/08)
For Sale-1972 M35A2-$2900, 1970 M109 (Shop Van)-$2800,
1967 Mule-$4000, 1956 International Harvester farm tractor,
restored-$4000. Call Jude Meehan 732-528-5422.
(8/08)
For Sale-1968 M51-A2 5-ton Dump. New clutch, wire harness
and tailgate. Has cargo cover on dump. Many spare parts and
manuals. Looks and runs great, $8000. 1962 M422A1, American
Motors Mighty Mite, fully restored, great runner, rare and only
2,400 made, $8000. Both located in Ridgefield, CT, about 1 hour
north of the Tappan Zee Bridge. Call Charlie Popp, 203-4383459. (6/08)
For Sale- Front and rear axle assembly for MB or M38, $90 each.
Core engine blocks will fit CJ, MB, M38 and F Head block for
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For Sale-M38A1 tub. Original but poor conditon. Lots of rust and
holes. Great for the serious restorer. Photos on request. Pick-up
only in Denville, NJ. $500 or best offer. Call Al Mellini at 973723-2166. (5/08)
For Sale -1943 Dodge WC-54 3/4 ton Ambulance--- with winch.
Vehicle has 2 speed transfer case from a WC-63, Engine rebuilt
in 2002, new rear doors and all new gages, good condition tires
with new tubes, new wiring harness and side windows and
windshield. Body sandblasted and repainted but paint has faded
and needs touchup. Lots of Extras Phone "Mark Tolf" at 845225-1405,
cell
phone
845-531-9577,
email
marktolf@hotmail.com
For Sale-M35 Rims-$40.00 each. Pad locks (Steel)-$12.00 each.
M211/M135 Rims-$40.00 each. Pad locks (Brass)-$17.00 each.
Bias Rims M998-$50.00 each. Field Desk-$ 25.00 each. 2 ½ /5
ton Troop seat hardware-$6.00. Run flat alum ring for M998$17.00 each. Drip pans extreme cold-$6.00 each. 5-ton cargo
cover (green) NOS-$225.00. Kevlar helmets-$45.00 each.
Silverware-$1.25. Sleeping bags cold weather-$55.00 each.M998
air filter-$30.00. Bomb rack 2 ½ /5 ton-260.00. Seals for M900A2
5 ton. Field file cabnets-$12.00 each (Vietnam era). Outer axle
seal-$12.00. Antenna rope-$6.00. Front air seal-$12.00. Lug
wrenches & bars 2 ½ /5 ton-$20.00 each. Inner axle seal-$12.00.
Reflector trangles-$12.00 each. Water cans, metal-$20.00 ea.
Blister bags-$30.00. Call John at 732-317-2146 or
(9/07)
sandman9@optonline.net
For Sale-Prices Reduced-New vinyl .50 cal MG cover (not
canvas), $100. 2-1/2-ton and 5-ton used truck canvases-$250
each. 1975 Chevrolet Automatic C60 Air Force Tanker, $100.
M151 Jeep curtains-$50 a set. Jeep rims-$50 with tire and tube$100. Heavy duty tow bar -$150. 1964 American La France Fire
Truck, Class A Spartan Pumper (1000 gals per minute).
Repowered in 1980 with a Detroit Diesel Engine 6-71N, new
power steering, new clutch, new air brakes, kept inside, good
condition $3000. 8” snatch block-$75. Boarding ladder-$25, 8ft.
pick up cap-$100, Water Buffalos, good condition, $500. M105
trailers, $250 each. Tandem car trailer-$750, Search Light trailer2 spots and new generator-$500. 30 ft. Army Box trailer with drop
sides, tandem 9:20 tires-$500. Jeep pedestal gun mount-$250.
Call Wally Carter between 7PM and 8PM (973) 366-5140.
(7/06)

For Sale: Looking for a military vehicle? From projects
to ground-up Restorations and everything in between!
Check out: WWW.USMILITARYVEHICLES.COM
Wanted-Jeep Wrangler for Restoration Vintage 1985 to 1995-Engine and Automatic Tranny should be operational, body may
be poor but restorable. Contact: Art Frost, 973-386-1490 or
Arthur@Frosthome.com

WANTED-Tail gate assembly for a M-1009 Blazer-Call
Paul Wadeson, (607)537-2275.
WANTED-Parade ready WWII Command Car w/or without
winch. Call Bob Benson at 973-293-7101.
WANTED: Coleman camping lanterns or stoves, any
condition. Cash paid. Call Jake (201)-874-5044.
August 2009

No regular MTA
Meeting in August,
See you at Bob Rubino’s
August 22nd! See page 4
for details!

Military Transport Association
Of North Jersey
P.O. Box 393
Budd Lake, NJ 07828

Military Transport Association of North Jersey
A Chapter of the Military Vehicle Preservation Association
The Military Transport Association of North Jersey is a nonprofit organization for people interested in collecting,
restoring, displaying, and operating historic military
vehicles. Members of the club participate in 15 to 20
parades every year as well as educational events, militaria
and truck shows, rallies, trail rides and visits to veteran’s
homes.
Members also participate in projects such as restoring a
jeep for the National Guard Museum, the National Night Out,
USMC Toys for Tots campaign, fund raising for the National
WWII and Korean War Memorials, Boy Scout projects, and
National Guard recruiting campaigns.
Meetings are held on the second Monday of every month
at the Whippany American Legion Hall, Legion Place,
Whippany, NJ. You can come between 7:00 and 7:30 p.m. to
eat pizza, sandwiches and enjoy other refreshments. Beer
and wine is available from the Legion Hall. The meeting
starts at 8:00 p.m. and is normally over by 9:00 p.m.
Join the MTA now and receive:

12 issues of the Motor Pool Messenger newsletter.

FREE classified sales and want ads in the
newsletter.

Notices of parades and events in which you can
participate.

FREE annual picnic and FREE annual pizza party.

FREE MTA embroidered patch (when you attend an
event).
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To join the Military Transport Association, send this form
(or the same information on a blank sheet of paper) with
$20.00 annual membership dues ($25.00 for Family
Membership) to the address below. Dues are for the
calendar year.
Name______________________________________________
Address____________________________________________
City, State, Zip_______________________________________
Telephone (________)________________________________
Email______________________________________________
Military vehicle(s) owned_____________________________
Mail completed application with $20.00 annual dues to:

Military Transport Ass’n of North Jersey

P.O. Box 393
Budd Lake, NJ 07828
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