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ON THE COVER-A British FV601 Saladin awaits some
restoring at Bob Rubinos’s Mil Spec Restoration Shop.
(Picture courtesy of David Steinert).

MTA 2009 Officers and Staff

After the meeting Al and Mark Mellini provided hot
dogs and other edibles for our pleasure. The membership
appreciates their efforts.
The gathering was very memorable for those that
attended and we thank those that made it possible.
David Steinert

President- Dave Ahl
Tel: 973-285-0716

Email:SwapMeetDave@aol.com

Vice President-Linda Schwartz
Tel: 973-635-2404

Treasurer-Ginnie McDevitt
Tel: 845-987-7896

Membership Chairman-Fred Schlesinger
Tel:973-228-7257

Email:fred@mtaofnj.us

Parade/Events Coordinator-Peter Schindo
Email:schindop@optonline.net
Newsletter Editor-Dave Steinert

Tel: 201-444-3198
Tel: 973-347-9091

Email:Steinert@worldnet.att.net

Web Master-George Wagner
Tel: 973-927-7616

Email:wagnergm@optonline.net

2008 Sussex Show Chairman-Jim Moore
Tel: 973-738-4624

Email:Moorerus3@AOL.com

NOTICE: The MTA resumes it’s regularly scheduled
meetings on Monday, September 14th 2009 at the
Whippany American Legion Post, Legion Place,
Whippany, NJ. Refreshments at 7:00 PM, meeting
begins at 8:00 PM.

From a note card:
"Thank you so much for the goodie
box. You should see everyone's face light
up when they see the box and sort through
the tasty treats. We really appreciate your
continued kindness”.
Kari
LTC Kari St John
Iraq
Several other soldiers sent comments in the
same note:

Military Transport Association
Meeting Minutes for August 2009
The MTA held its August 2009 meeting at Bob
Rubino’s Mil Spec restoration shop in Belvidere, NJ on
Saturday, August 22nd. The club had an excellent turn out
with between 40 and 50 members attending. The gathering
consisted of self-guided tours through the different areas of
the Mil Spec operation having military vehicles in various
stages of restoration both inside the shops and out in the
yard. It was very rewarding for many of us to peek inside
some of these vehicles and see their inner workings and
the different stages needed to restore some of the rarer
military vehicles such as a Sherman Tank or a GPA. Bob
Rubino, Jim Gilmour and Sven Johnson were all available
to provide answers to the numerable questions being
asked by our attending membership. The MTA thanks
these gentlemen for their hospitality.
Around 12:30PM, President Dave Ahl had us gather
for a brief club meeting in the coolness of a ground level
“meeting” room in Sven’s historic house.
With this being an election year for the selection of
officers for the MTA and the organizational By-Laws
dictating that the election process begin in August, Dave
Ahl suggested that because we had no organize meetings
over the summer months, that we push the election
protocol back one month and start the election process in
September. A vote was taken and it was unanimously
approved by the membership.
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Thanks for the snacks! They arrived just at
the right time. "Bill"
Thanks for all the great goodies. We LOVE
when your packages arrive!!!
It makes our day. "Kenny"
Thanks so much
yummy! "Julia"

for

Thanks for making
Bless. "Keith"

the
my

snacks,
day

they

are

brighter.

God

...and another note.
Commons Memorial Chapel
Dear MTA,
We at Commons Memorial Chapel want
to thank you for your selfless service in
helping our ministry here in Afghanistan.
Your
actions
provide
us
with
many
opportunities to help America’s soldiers,
sailors, airmen, and marines find an answer
to the most important questions in life.
The incoming support you have given
is greatly appreciated by everyone who
steps foot here in this chapel. With your
help we have been able to make home seem a
little closer to those who are bearing the
burdens of the war on terror. Just as men
and women hear the call of their country,
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you have heard the call of those who serve.
We would like to thank you for your gifts
but more than that, we would like to thank
you for your humble giving heart. From all
of the chapel staff we would like to say
thank you for the snacks and supplies.
May the Lord reward you for your kindness…
Chaplain Dave Bowlus
Afghanistan

US MILITARY DOG TAGS
By Harold “The Ole Geezer” Ratzburg
Dog Tag History
Dog tag use sorta’ started back in the Civil War days,
when the organized mayhem of hundreds, sometime
thousands of soldiers, were killed in a single day when they
marched shoulder to shoulder into the fire of the opposite
force who could hardly miss such a massed target. With
so many casualties to be disposed of after a battle, little
thought was given to record-keeping. The main thought
was just to get them underground. As a result, it is felt that
almost 40 percent of the dead soldiers were not identified
and simply listed as "Missing in Action" and their
families never knew what happened to them. Soldiers took
to writing their name on a piece of paper or cloth and
pinning it into their clothing before the onset of a battle.
Some soldiers made their own tags by writting their name
on a wooden disk or grinding off one side of a coin and
etching their name on it. So the dog tag was born, but it
wasn't called a dog tag just yet.
Retail merchants saw an opportunity to make some
money, so they started making and selling disks to
soldiers, sometimes out of silver or gold, and etched with
the soldiers name and unit. And, since dogs at that time
wore
similar
ID
tags
showing
their
owners
names, naturally, the GIs of that time started calling their ID
tags "dog tags" and the name was born.
By the time of WWI, the Army had developed the dog
tags to the point that all soldiers were issued two
round, aluminum tags that were stamped by hand with their
owner's name, rank, serial number, unit and religion, and
worn on a cord or tape around the neck.
By the time WWII rolled around, a special machine had
been developed to more quickly make up the tags for the
millions of servicemen that were to be inducted. The WWII
tags were rectangular with rounded ends and a notch to
one end. Rumor had it that the notch was put there so the
tag could be wedged between the teeth of a dead soldier’s
mouth by aligning the notch between top and bottom teeth
and kicking or hitting the lower jaw. This would reportedly
secure the tag firmly between the teeth for future
identification. The truth was much less gruesome----the
stamping machine required a notch to hold the blank tag in
place while it was being stamped.
The WWII tags were first made of brass and changed
later to a stainless steel alloy. They were suspended from
MTA of NJ Newsletter
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the neck by a cord, a beaded chain, or a stainless steel
wire with a plastic cover. The PX sold more fancy silver
chains for the more well to do soldier if he so desired.
During the Vietnam War, stamping machines were
used that did not require the notch, so it was eliminated.
Soldiers started taping their tags together to hold down the
noise which might give away their position, and later on,
rubber covers were issued to keep the tags silent. The
soldier often would lace one of his dog tags into the laces
of his boot, so that if he was dismembered by an explosion,
he was more likely to be identified. What a nice pleasant
thought that is.
American style dog tags are used all over the world,
thanks to the post World War II export of stamping
machines and blanks by the USA. I understand that during
the two Persian Gulf Wars, the enemy Iraqi soldiers wore
dog tags that were identical to their American counterparts---except that the printing was in Arabic.
Dog Tags as a Collectible
Who in the world would want to collect dog tags? Dog
tags are very personal items, in that when you wore them
in your time in the military service, they were kinda’ next to
your heart at all times, hanging on that chain around your
neck. You knew by heart every bit of information that was
stamped into them, and they were with you as part of every
inspection that you ever stood.

Personal or not, they are a part of history, and they
define a person in a particular time in history. If you want
to get real picky, if you have a WWII vehicle, the dog tag
chain and tags hanging from your rear view mirror should
you display them there, should really be of that vintage.
(OK, OK, not too many collectors are that picky, but I bet
that there is at least one or two out there somewhere).
I met a dog tag collector at a gun show one time, who
clamed that he had over 3000 of them in his collection.
That is an awesome amount of dog tags and I wondered
just how he filed them or displayed them. Maybe he did
neither, and just kept them in a drawer and took them out
once in a while and counted them. Remember a previous
article I wrote in which I pointed out that in this world of
collecting-irrationality reigns supreme. The main thing is,
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he loves his collection, and no doubt is adding to it ever
chance he gets.
Dog tags show up for sale from time to time. At estate
sales they usually show up in the glass cases along with
the family jewelry, or maybe you find them when you are
digging through Grandpa's old desk in the basement. They
seem to be showing up more and more at militaria shows
at prices around $10.00 for a single tag of the WWII
vintage. A pair of tags on a nice silver chain can bring $25
to $35 or even more if they are the early brass kind..
In a way, I kinda’ hate to see Grandpa's dog tags out
there with a price tag on them. My own feeling is that they
should be part of a family's heritage, because Grandpa did
his part for the history of this country, no matter how minor
that part might have been.
But then, what’s a family to do with them to show off
Grandpa's contribution? Speaking for my own family,
when I was a kid, I rescued my Great-Grand-Daddy's
metals from the Wars of 1866 and 1871-72 in Europe from
Grandma's "button box" that she kept in her sewing
machine. Now they hang on the wall of our family room
because old family history is important to me, but of
course, not everyone feels the same way.
Since the dog tag chain was always there around your
neck, a lot of GIs attached other little things that needed to
be handy for use when needed. That good old P-38 ration
can opener was hung there by a lot of the GIs, ‘cause meal
time came around three times a day, that’s if the troops
were lucky under combat conditions and had the rations.
Another thing hung on the chains were crucifixes and
other religious medals, which were also a great comfort to
a solider when things got really hot when the shooting
started. Remember that the definition of a "collection" of
anything is that you have three or more of the same thing.

Here is an interesting personal aside to this story of
things you carry with you around your neck. One of our
Ratzburg family heirlooms is a small golden cross which
has a dent in it. That cross was worn by my little Frau,
Anneliese, as a kid as she sweated out the bombing
raids in Germany during WWII. She hated to get out of her
warm bed at 2AM and run to the bomb shelter three or four
times a week for false alarms, so she would frequently fib
to her mother when Mother pounded on her door to get up
and get dressed. She would tell Mother that she would
come a little later, and then snuggle back under the bed
covers and go back to sleep. She did this one night and
awoke later when the British Air Force in their Lancaster
Bombers roared over Ulm on their way to bomb Munich,
and she realized that tonight could be the night that her
hometown could be hit. Scared half to death, she prayed
with the cross between her teeth, that if the Lord would
prevent the bombing that night, she would never again fail
to run to the bomb shelter. She bit down so hard on the
cross that she dented it and that dented cross is still
around as a reminder of the not so good old days back
when. The cross has already been passed along to our
Grand Daughter as part of the Ratzburg family history and
heritage. The night----that Anneliese was so afraid of,
occurred later on December 17, 1944, when 3/4 of the
town was destroyed or damaged but that is another story,
maybe for another time. I don't really know what this little
story has to do with collecting----but I thought you might
enjoy it.
If you would like more info on dog tags and you have a
little computer savvy, try Google-ing "dog tags". Enough
information will pop up to keep you occupied for a long,
long time.
As to the collector of dog tags (in volume) with over
3000 in his collection, I feel for the widow someday when
she may have to say to herself-"What am I gonna’ do with
all this stuff?" It beats the heck out of me!

Riding with the Central Jersey MV Club
By John Dwyer

So guess what, I have a small collection of dog tag
sized, religious items that I accumulated from somewhere,
and now that it is started, it will probably grow as I poke
around at estate sales.
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I recently went on a road ride with the guys from the
Central Jersey Military Motor Pool. This was a very
different experience for me since this was the first ride that
I had not planned myself.
Like our rides, it began with breakfast at a local diner –
in this case, the Amwell Diner in Ringoes, NJ. I must say,
their food is especially good, and I recommend it for
anyone travelling Route 31 south towards Trenton. The
CJMMP all showed up attired in their club shirts which was
a nice touch.
After breakfast, eight vehicles – six ¼ ton types, one
CUCV, and one 5-ton - set out for a winding journey
through the back, back roads of Hunterdon County. Dave
Peters and his wife Karen laid out a great circuitous ride
through Kingwood Twp, Delaware Twp, Amwell Twp,
Rosemont, Sergeantsville, and Sandy Ridge. Although I
September 2009

have lived in Hunterdon County for more than 20 years, I
had never been on some of these hidden little roads – it
was eye opening to say the least. You would have thought
you were in rural New England for most of the ride – it was
very unspoiled and mostly undeveloped.

We stopped for lunch at Bull’s Island State Park on the
Delaware River – where we saw what 5-ton tire tubes were
really for! (floating down the river) We then resumed our
trip down dirt roads and through tiny villages. The 5-ton
certainly tested the driver’s skills as we travelled mostly
single lane roads. I even got to drive my M151 through the
Sergeantsville covered bridge – the only surviving example
of its type in New Jersey.

I am planning an MTA ride for the end of September up in
Sussex County to catch some of the Fall foliage, but might
plan a ride later in the Fall as well and steal some of the
roads that the Central Club used in their ride. New Jersey
remains a beautiful place to see from behind the wheel of a
MV.

The group was also treated to a great, one hour show, put
on by three, honest to “gawd” official USO girls called "The
Liberty Bells", one of which holds the title of "Miss USO,
2009". To say that they were beautiful and talented is an
understatement. They sang and danced and put on a terrific
patriotic show, and carried on with some of the old Veterans to
everyone’s enjoyment.

A group of WWII re-enactors, portraying a Russian
Calvary unit and the 82nd Airbourne Division displayed their
weapons and equipment, which certainly added to the
atmosphere. A good time was had by all!
A thank you email from the President of the Battle of the Bulge
Veterans Association:

VETERANS of THE BATTLE OF THE BULGE PICNIC
REPORT
By Harold Ratzburg

Gentlemen:
All of the Veterans of the Battle of the Bulge thank you for
helping to make our picnic the highlight of the summer.
At our monthly meetings on the second Wednesday at
Picatinny, to which all of you are welcome, we have speakers

On Saturday, August 8th, twelve Veterans of the Battle of
the Bulge were honored at a picnic at Horseshoe Lake, in
Succusunna, NJ.
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Five members of the MTA, John Headly, with his
command car, Ken Coanshock, with his jeep and 37mm Antitank gun, Dennis Vecchiarelli, with his jeep and trailer full of
goodies, and Harold Ratzburg and Grandson Brian with
Brian's Jeep, showed off their vehicles and equipment to the
old troopers. Bill Murphy and son Jon of the MTA were also
on hand. In return all were served a very nice picnic lunch
and treated to conversations with the veterans who had "been
there and done that" in combat in the Ardennes, sixty five
years ago.
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who brief us on military topics. Their speeches are always
interesting and welcome. But there is nothing like touching
and climbing onto the vehicles which we rode. They brought
back a variety of memories for us all.
It's also great to be able to show and explain some of
those great weapons to our grandkids. Thanks again for that.
Your vehicles were beautiful, and they were made even
more so when they carried the great "Liberty Belles" into our
encampment.
Thanks so much for taking the time to be with us at the
picnic.

Street (dead end and traffic light),
then turn Right to the Museum. Huyler becomes
Fred Wehran Drive at Route 46.

400 Fred Wehran Drive, Teterboro Airport, Teterboro, New
Jersey 07608
Contact us at 201-288-6344 Fax 201-288-5666

Jerry Mount-President
PS Call Jim Cullen at 973-584-6126 if you want to join us at
Picatinny on September 9th, our next meeting. We are having
a briefing on WWII artillery.

NOTICE
If you receive your renewal notice for your Historic
Plates and it mentions a renewal fee, you can ignore the fee,
as per the following email received from NJ MVC:
Thank you for your email inquiry. Historic plates are renewed
every 3 years. There is no fee for the renewal. Some
November renewals for Historic plates went out with a fee on
it. The fee can be ignored. Just complete the application and
send it in.
Bill
MVC Customer Advocacy Office

Sunday, September 13th :Whippany Train Museum,
Whippany, NJ. The MTA has been invited to the
Whippany Railroad Museum. Bring your military
vehicles for display. The MTA Engine will be there
giving caboose rides throughout the day. The event is
from 10:00AM to 4:00PM.

Upcoming Events for September
WINGS & WHEELS EXPO 2009
COMING SEPTEMBER 19 & 20

If you would like to display your military vehicle or participate
as a re-enactor contact Andy Wagner, 201-248-7025.

This year's exhibits to include:
B-17 FLYING FORTRESS "YANKEE LADY"
C-54 SKYTRAIN "SPIRIT OF FREEDOM"
F4U CORSAIR
B-25 MITCHELL BOMBER
TBM AVENGER
MILITARY AIRCRAFT
CLASSIC CARS,CYCLES AND MILITARY VEHICLES
VENDORS
EXHIBITORS
AND MUCH, MUCH MORE!

I received this from Picatinny Public Affairs:

http://www.njahof.org/calendar.html
DIRECTIONS
We are on the EAST side of Teterboro Airport
(KTEB), just past the Control Tower. From Route
17, take Route 46 East and turn Right on Fred
Wehran Drive. Route 80(either direction), take the
Green Street/Teterboro exit, turn East to Huyler
MTA of NJ Newsletter
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"Would it be possible to have the support of the MTA at
the Liberty Science Center's Heroes Day? It is scheduled for
Sept 26th and we would like to have military vehicles on
display for the kids to learn about them at the event. Last
year we had the M198 (155mm Howitzer) there and it was a
big hit. LSC is asking me to bring more military equipment
because the attendees were so interested.
There will be free lunch, snacks and a nice break room,
the MTA will be in the Picatinny Arsenal / ARDEC display for
Heroes Day. Our poc at LSC is Joe Cacciatore, at 201 253
1324."
It looks like any MTA members wishing to display their
vehicles would be part of the US Army ARDEC display and
treated as part of the Picatinny contingent.
I don't have times yet, but please let me know via e-mail if
you are interested.

John Dwyer
(john.dwyer1@conus.army.mil)
September 2009

For Sale-Jeep MB grill with all the lights, $225. Call Tom Weaver
at 973-627-9448. (11/08)
For Sale-1972 M35A2-$2900, 1970 M109 (Shop Van)-$2800,
1967 Mule-$4000, 1956 International Harvester farm tractor,
restored-$4000. Call Jude Meehan 732-528-5422.
(8/08)

To add or remove listings from the Classifieds, please
email Dave Steinert at steinert@worldnet.att.net or call
973-347-9091
For Sale: 1952 M-37 with mid 60's 331 V8 Dodge engine
(engine rebuilt in 2008 with only about 20 miles on it). It
has a hard top on now, but have soft top frame with soft top
condition so-so. $10,000 Firm. Registered in N.J. Located
in Cape May Court House, N.J. Call Jim Mundy at (609889-0907) 9/09
For Sale: M-37 windshield frame, fair condition, no major
rust $100.00. Two M37 rear fenders, minor rust, easily
fixed $50.00 pr. M37 front bed panel, rough, $20.00. M-37
upper grille, good shape, surface rust $30.00 Contact M.
Ziegler at 973-445-3890. 9/09
For Sale: MB front and rear differential assemblies. MB
front end, complete and ready to hook up. Front end
includes both brake drums with all brake parts still
attached. Also includes bell crank and both tie rods. MB
rear end has broken ring gear, no axles or brake drums but
could be rebuilt or used for parts. Price for both is
$245.00 Contact Gary Schultz 908-852-4520 or email
grsschultz@aol.com. Items located in Long Valley NJ.
9/09
Military vehicle & equipment hauling: references,
experience, and reliability. Affordable rates, anywhere in
the US. Mike Pop, 732-245-8317. mpop5555@aol.com
9/09
For Sale- One-ton ball bearing chain block with 11-inch
wheel for gear reduction. Very easy to operate and HEAVY
duty. All you need is a strong beam. $150.00 Call John
Lamond at 201-291-9663. Located in Saddle Brook, NJ.
For Sale-One M-38 passenger seat frame with mounting
hardware $75. Wheels for CJ Jeeps and M151 $25 each.
Cannon Towing Lights, one set with brackets $50. Also
many more Jeep parts, too many to list. Call Tom Weaver
at 973-627-9448. (7/09)

For Sale-1968 M51-A2 5-ton Dump. New clutch, wire harness
and tailgate. Has cargo cover on dump. Many spare parts and
manuals. Looks and runs great, $8000. 1962 M422A1, American
Motors Mighty Mite, fully restored, great runner, rare and only
2,400 made, $8000. Both located in Ridgefield, CT, about 1 hour
north of the Tappan Zee Bridge. Call Charlie Popp, 203-4383459. (6/08)
For Sale- Front and rear axle assembly for MB or M38, $90 each.
Core engine blocks will fit CJ, MB, M38 and F Head block for
M38A1, $75 each. Alaskan lumber making chain saw ATT, $50.
Chevy running gear for 1953 1-ton pick-up truck. Engine will fit 11/2 ton truck. Many misc. jeep body parts, call Tom Weaver 973627-9448. (6/08)
For Sale-M38A1 tub. Original but poor conditon. Lots of rust and
holes. Great for the serious restorer. Photos on request. Pick-up
only in Denville, NJ. $500 or best offer. Call Al Mellini at 973723-2166. (5/08)
For Sale -1943 Dodge WC-54 3/4 ton Ambulance--- with winch.
Vehicle has 2 speed transfer case from a WC-63, Engine rebuilt
in 2002, new rear doors and all new gages, good condition tires
with new tubes, new wiring harness and side windows and
windshield. Body sandblasted and repainted but paint has faded
and needs touchup. Lots of Extras Phone "Mark Tolf" at 845225-1405,
cell
phone
845-531-9577,
email
marktolf@hotmail.com

For Sale: Looking for a military vehicle? From projects
to ground-up Restorations and everything in between!
Check out: WWW.USMILITARYVEHICLES.COM
Wanted-Jeep Wrangler for Restoration Vintage 1985 to 1995-Engine and Automatic Tranny should be operational, body may
be poor but restorable. Contact: Art Frost, 973-386-1490 or
Arthur@Frosthome.com

WANTED-Tail gate assembly for a M-1009 Blazer-Call
Paul Wadeson, (607)537-2275.
WANTED-Parade ready WWII Command Car w/or without
winch. Call Bob Benson at 973-293-7101.
WANTED: Coleman camping lanterns or stoves, any
condition. Cash paid. Call Jake (201)-874-5044.

For Sale-1984 CUKV-Chevy, 79000 miles, runs good, passes NJ
inspection, needs some body work. If interested, olease call Greg
at 908-872-8375 . (4/09).
For Sale-Current military CARC 383 green paint.and other
expoxy paints. Crash truck yellow, interior green, etc. $30 gal.
Call 607-637-2275. (3/09).
For Sale-Fall 2008 special.*****Resin guns*****M1919 .30 caliber
air-cooled, $185.00, M16A1 $125.00, M16A2 $125.00. While
supplies last. Bill (732)-489-1012 e-mail: bpeaslee@aol.com
(11/08)
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The next MTA Meeting is
Monday, September 14th
At the Whippany American
Legion Post!

Military Transport Association
Of North Jersey
P.O. Box 393
Budd Lake, NJ 07828

Military Transport Association of North Jersey
A Chapter of the Military Vehicle Preservation Association
The Military Transport Association of North Jersey is a nonprofit organization for people interested in collecting,
restoring, displaying, and operating historic military
vehicles. Members of the club participate in 15 to 20
parades every year as well as educational events, militaria
and truck shows, rallies, trail rides and visits to veteran’s
homes.
Members also participate in projects such as restoring a
jeep for the National Guard Museum, the National Night Out,
USMC Toys for Tots campaign, fund raising for the National
WWII and Korean War Memorials, Boy Scout projects, and
National Guard recruiting campaigns.
Meetings are held on the second Monday of every month
at the Whippany American Legion Hall, Legion Place,
Whippany, NJ. You can come between 7:00 and 7:30 p.m. to
eat pizza, sandwiches and enjoy other refreshments. Beer
and wine is available from the Legion Hall. The meeting
starts at 8:00 p.m. and is normally over by 9:00 p.m.
Join the MTA now and receive:

12 issues of the Motor Pool Messenger newsletter.

FREE classified sales and want ads in the
newsletter.

Notices of parades and events in which you can
participate.

FREE annual picnic and FREE annual pizza party.

FREE MTA embroidered patch (when you attend an
event).
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To join the Military Transport Association, send this form
(or the same information on a blank sheet of paper) with
$20.00 annual membership dues ($25.00 for Family
Membership) to the address below. Dues are for the
calendar year.
Name______________________________________________
Address____________________________________________
City, State, Zip_______________________________________
Telephone (________)________________________________
Email______________________________________________
Military vehicle(s) owned_____________________________
Mail completed application with $20.00 annual dues to:

Military Transport Ass’n of North Jersey

P.O. Box 393
Budd Lake, NJ 07828
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