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ON THE COVER-This year all Santa’s Reindeer have

come down with the Swine Flu, so he’s using his other
vehicle for delivering gifts to good boys and girls.
(Picture courtesy of John Dwyer).

MTA 2010 Officers and Staff
President- Jim Moore
Tel: 973-738-4624

Email:James.Moore@hatchmott.com

Vice President-Ken Coanshock
Tel: 848-219-5181

Email:37mmgunner@earthlink.net

Treasurer-Ginnie McDevitt
Tel: 845-987-7896

Membership Chairman-Fred Schlesinger
Tel:973-228-7257

Email:fred@mtaofnj.us

Parade/Events Coordinator-Peter Schindo
Email:schindop@optonline.net
Newsletter Editor-Dave Steinert

Tel: 201-444-3198
Tel: 973-347-9091

Email:Steinert@worldnet.att.net

Web Master-George Wagner
Tel: 973-927-7616

Email:wagnergm@optonline.net

2010 Sussex Show Chairman- Fran Antico
Email: FranA@mtaofnj.org

Tel: 973-670-1277

NOTICE: The next MTA monthly meeting will be on
Monday, December 14th 2009 at the Whippany
American Legion Post, Legion Place, Whippany, NJ.
Refreshments at 7:00 PM, meeting begins at 8:00 PM.

Military Transport Association
Meeting Minutes for November 9th 2009
Meeting started at 8pm with our normal Pledge of
Allegiance and a brief prayer lead by President Dave Ahl.
Previous months minutes were approved.
Treasury Report: No report this month.
Newsletter:Dave Steinert thanked Harold Ratzburg aka
”The Old Geezer”, for his contribution to last month’s
newsletter.
Membership: Fred Schlesinger advised that we are
gearing up for our membership dues renewal again.
Reminder to all members that 2010 club membership dues
should be paid by the end of January. Avoid the holiday
rush…get your dues in early please!
ID Badge Committee: Peter Schindo was on hand this
evening to take member photos for the new ID badges that
he and Ken Coanshock are working on. If you missed
getting your picture taken this evening, please contact
Peter and make arrangements for your picture at an
upcoming meeting.
An update on the Membership Badges from Ken
Coanshock...New MTA ID Badges are coming! As many
of you have heard the processing for the new MTA ID
badges is underway. The badge project is a joint effort
MTA of NJ Newsletter
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between Peter Schindo and myself. This is how it
works...Members who have attended an MTA sanctioned
event with a vehicle or have worked at the swap meet
during the 2009 season get a new ID badge for free. If you
weren't able to participate in a club activity, as previously
mentioned, during 2009 you'll have to pay a fee of $7.00
for a badge (club cost). To obtain a badge simply attend
the
December
MTA
meeting to have your
picture taken and to
provide
the
required
information. If you can't
make the meeting you
can provide your own
digital
photo.
Using
Harold Ratzburgs' ID as a
sample, stand in front of
an American Flag and
have someone take a hiresolution photo of you.
E-mail it along with
your name (the way you
want it printed on the ID),
year you joined the MTA,
your MVPA membership status (include your member # if
you're a member) and the type of vehicle you own.The email addy to use for sending in ID pictures and information
is...IDbadgephotos@mtaofnj.us
New Members: Two new members were in attendance at
tonight’s meeting:
Philippe Chateau, Philippe has an excellent 1943 MB
under restoration
Brad Korber, recently joined the club and has a 1970
M35A2
Welcome to both of our new members!
Website: No report this month
Adoptee Report: John Dwyer reported the last of our
support boxes for the NJNG Helicopter Battalion stationed
in Iraq are on their way. We will soon be suspending
shipments to the Helicopter Battalion as most are heading
home by January. John requests that anyone with family or
friends posted overseas to please submit their name and
APO address so we can add them to our support list. The
Adoptee Committee will soon be sending out Christmas
Boxes to those on the list. Each Christmas box contains a
set of lights and ornaments. John noted that on average
the Adoptee Committee sends out two – 20lb boxes of
snacks and support materials per week to those on our
growing Adoptee list. That’s an average of eight boxes a
month. Good job John and the rest of the Adoptee Support
Team!
Railroad Operating Battalion: John Sobotka provided
the following update on the Toys For Tots Train:
 Box car has been painted and is now at the
Morristown train yard
 Minor painting and lettering is still needed and the
team will meet Nov. 30th to complete the final
painting tasks.
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John expects the final train to consist of two
locomotives, two box cars and one caboose.
Twelve members chipped in recently to build a
platform for the train at the Roxbury siding location
on Rt. 10.
Skylands Bank will now be supporting the Toys For
Tots effort with collections at 30 of their branches.
The Toys For Tots Train will be running Dec. 12th
and 13th. Members are still needed to support the
train activities at each stop.
Members are
encouraged to show up with your vehicles if
possible. Check out the following web site for full
details
and
train
stop
locations:
www.njoperationtoytrain.com
Email John Sobotka if you can provide some
support during the train weekend.

Parades/Events: Peter Schindo advised that we officially
finished our parade activities last weekend with the Clifton
parade….we had 11 vehicles show up and the weather
was great!






There will be a Vendor Dinner on Friday night
during the meet, to show our support and thanks
for the vendors that participate in the event.
The committee is spending more this year on show
signs and banners.
We start to sell vendor sports in January. See
Fred if you are interested in signing up for a vendor
spot.
Very important…..we need members to show up
with vehicles! Please support the show committee
by bringing one or more of your vehicles to next
years show. We need vehicles on both days of
the show!

For The Good Of The Club: Jack McDevitt had some
military signage available at tonight’s meeting that was left
over from a recent movie location shooting.
After some discussion, a motion was passed to have
the club provide pizza at the monthly meetings “free of
charge” on a trial basis starting next month.
Dave Ahl also noted that it is time once again to start
planning for our MTA Holiday Party…which we normally
have in February.
Next month will be the start for the new slate of MTA
officers which were elected at last months meeting.
On
behalf of the club, I would like to take this opportunity to
thank Dave Ahl and Linda Schwartz for their executive
services in leading the club over the last two years. Our
club has grown substantially in both membership and
financial backing over the last two years and it’s through
the dedication of Dave Ahl and his executive teams that
have helped guide our club to be not only one of the oldest
chapters in the MVPA but also among the largest and most
active in the MVPA. A big thank you….to all those that
have helped our club grow and prosper over the last two
years! The new officers and executive teams look forward
to continuing to serve and grow our fine club.
Submitted by: Gary Schultz

Swap Meet Report: Fran Antico provided and excellent
recap on activities for next April’s MTA Swap Meet:
 The committee met with the new fairgrounds
management and was pleased to report that all
prices will remain the same as last year’s
show….great job Fran.
 The Richards Building will be cleared out well in
advance of our MTA set up next year, avoiding the
last minute shuffle that has hindered us in the past.
 Kitchen activities will still be managed by our MTA
members as in years past. We are always looking
for members to pitch in with cleaning and cooking
chores! Please see Fran or Jim if you can help out
next year.
MTA of NJ Newsletter
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THE ZIPPO
LIGHTER STORY
By Harold “The Ole Geezer” Ratzburg
Once upon a time, in 1932 to be exact, George G.
Blaisdell invented the Zippo lighter in his garage. He
wanted to design a lighter that was sturdy and that you
could light in the wind using one hand. He named his
windproof lighter after the word "zipper" because he
thought it sounded "modern".
The first Zippos were square cornered and formed
from rectangular brass tubing with the top and bottom
pieces soldered to the hollow tubing to form the lid and
bottom of the case. The hinge was soldered to the outside
December 2009

and the lighter was chrome plated. It sold for $1.95 and
came with a lifetime guarantee.
The original design called for a shiny metallic nickelplated case, but with WWII came shortages, including the
brass and chrome used for Zippo lighters, so George used
porous steel coated with black paint instead. The result
was a black, crackled paint job, so today's collectors refer
to these rare models as "black crackle" lighters.

From 1943 through 1945, Zippo lighters, with that
distinctive click they made when flipped open, were
available only to Military personnel at U.S. Army
exchanges and naval ship stores around the world.
Soldiers liked to personalize their Zippos by scratching the
surface of the lighters with their names, places they'd been,
messages to loved ones or simple pictures. The lighter
was so popular that it was named "the GI's friend", and
after the war, the vets came home to civilian life as
dedicated Zippo customers.

The company's archives are filled with letters from
GIs detailing the services a Zippo lighter was called to
perform, such as heating rations in a helmet, lighting
campfires, sparking fuses for explosives, hammering nails
and even signaling to fellow soldiers with the famous Zippo
click. On several occasions, a Zippo lighter in a shirt or
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pants pocket even saved a life or prevented a wound by
deflecting enemy bullets or shrapnel
It would be nice to say that George Blaisdell sent all
his lighters to the military because he was super patriotic,
but that was only part of it. George, being the smart guy
that he was, didn't want the Zippo Manufacturing Plant shut
down for the war's duration as "unnecessary to the war
effort" or refitted to make parachutes or fatigue caps. By
working with the government, he could keep his factory at
full production levels.
George Blaisdell became "Mr. Zippo" with the help of
war correspondent Ernie Pyle, who hung out with the front
line troops in England, Italy, Sicily, Africa and later in the
Pacific. Pyle's columns dealt mostly with the civilian
soldiers and their day-to-day lives. Blaisdell enjoyed the
column and sent the correspondent a Zippoo lighter with
Pyle's signature engraved on the side. He sent 50 more
for Pyle to give away, even though as George wrote in his
letter, "You probably know nothing about the Zippo
lighter." Fact was, Pyle knew all about the Zippo, as did
every other American GI. "If he only knew how soldiers
coveted them! Why, they're so popular I had three of them
stolen from me in one year," wrote Pyle in his column. He
finished the column by giving Blaisdell his nickname: "The
fifty other lighters went like hot cakes. I found myself
equipped with a wonderful weapon for winning friends and
influencing people. All fifty-one of us were grateful to Mr.
Zippo."

The tradition from WWI of decorating lighters with
coins and crude engravings, or "trench art" continued on
the Zippo in WWII. The GIs soldered coins or unit insignia
to them or even scratched or engraved maps and names of
places they had been to personalize their prized Zippos.
The majority of the lighters from 1936--1945 can be
easily recognized by rounded corners and the absence of
the post 1946, concave bottom. The WWII bottoms are flat
or bulge outwards in varying degrees even to the point that
the Zippo will not stand upright on a flat surface. That must
have annoyed some soldiers because other GIs could use
their lighters as a light source if they had a surface to stand
it up on.
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The WWII lighters with the black crackle finish,
distributed only to the PXs for the people in service,
mistakenly were stamped with patent number 203695. The
correct number should have been 2032695. Now that is
something for the really picky collector to look for and
rejoice over and brag about when one is found.

Date: Monday, December 14, 2009
Place: Whippany American Legion Hall
Swap Meet Meeting
Time: 18:30 (6:30 PM)
MTA Monthly Meeting
Time: 20:00 hrs (8:00 PM)

THE ZIPPO AS A COLLECTIBLE
The Zippo company has produced more that 325
million lighters since its founding in 1934, so there is plenty
to go around. Today the company produces several
lighters for all the branches of the services and for all the
specialty units such as Navy SEALs and Rangers. Every
Navy ship has had its own lighter that includes a picture of
the ship, its name, and its number.
Zippos commemorate leaders and Battles of WWII,
the Wartime surrenders, the Civil War, the Korean War, the
Vietnam War, Operation Desert Storm and the more recent
Wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, so you really can have your
pick of fields for a collection.
From what I have found however, it is the WWII
lighters that have fueled the most interest and
command the highest prices. On ebay, a black crackle
finished lighter in almost any condition will go for $100.00
or more, and one adorned with coins or insignia or other
trench art will go as high as $300.00, maybe even more.
So check out your Grand Daddy's or your Daddy's souvenir
box-----you never know. However, as I have said before,
something that personal to your relative, like his dog tags,
should really stay in the family showing your respect for his
service to our country.
A VISIT TO THE ZIPPO MUSEUM
I have visited the Zippo Museum in Bradford;, PA
(located about 150 miles north of Interstate Route 80 in
northwest PA) and found it pretty awesome. There are
literally thousands of Zippos on display, although I found
the WWII lighters to be just a very small part of the overall
museum.
More interesting, (to me), was a work room visible
from the visitor's center where about a dozen workers were
busy repairing Zippo lighters that had been returned to the
company. Zippo has a lifetime guarantee on every lighter
that they make that they will repair it for free if it fails for
any reason, and the company does stand behind that
guarantee. Send them your broken lighter, and it will be
repaired.
If you are into Zippos as a collector, the company
produces the Zippo Lighter Collectors' Guide containing
illustrations of the lighters and descriptions of the series, as
well as an explanation of the date code found on the
bottom of every Zippo lighter.
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I.
II.
III.
IV.

V.
VI.

VII.
VIII.
IX.

Flag Salute
a. Moment of Silence
Approval of Minutes of Last Meeting
Treasurer’s Report
Committee Reports
a. Events
b. Newsletter
c. Membership
d. Web Site
e. Adoptees
f.
Swap Meet
g. Railroad Operating Battalion
i. report - Toys for Tots Train
Old Business
a. ID Badges
New Business
a. Holiday Dinner
i. location (same as last year or
Picatiny)
ii. date (January)
b. MTA Picnic
i. location (Hunterdon County Park)
ii. dates (6/26&27)
c. Other New Business
Introduction of New Members
For the Good of the Club
50/50
Jim Moore
President-Elect
jmoore@mtaofnj.us
(973)738-4624

Again this year, the MTA is supporting the US Marine
Corps “Toys For Tots” Campaign. Please bring your
unwrapped toys to the December 14th meeting.

Touch a Truck
By John Dwyer
One of the kid oriented
activities that the MTA has
supported for several years is the
Hunterdon County Department of
Parks and Recreation “Touch-aTruck” day in November. This
event brings together vehicles of
all types – police cars, garbage
trucks, car transporters, fire
engines, cattle cars, tow trucks…
and many others. It also has a
squad of military vehicles from
the MTA.
This year Fred Schlesinger,
Scott Fleck, and I brought our vehicles to Deerpath Park in
December 2009

Flemington on a rare, warm November Saturday. Before
we were even set up we were getting mobbed by small
warriors who wanted to see the “Army trucks.” From that
point on, there was no rest, as hordes of kids and adults
donned helmets, put on jackets, and climbed in our four
trucks at the event. By day’s end, my jeep was in more
photos than a Hollywood star. Scott’s deuce and a half was
consistently filled with children and some brave adults, and
Fred’s contact truck had a constant stream of little
backsides in the seats.

Robert received multiple commendations and life saving
awards over his many years in law enforcement. Beloved
husband of Anna Serio (nee Lytwin) of Rochelle Park.
Devoted father of Robert A. Serio and his wife Amy of
Ringwood and Josette Zube and her husband Gregg of
Blairstown and step-father of Mary Kelly of Rochelle Park.
Loving grandfather of Halie, Nicole, Timothy, Thomas,
James and Ashley. The family requests memorial
donations be made in Robert's memory to American Legion
Post.

“Timing is Everything”
By John Dwyer

When I get too old to drive my military vehicles, I want
to have an audience of willing buyers clamoring to buy my
toys. That is one of the reasons I do so many events that
are “kid oriented.” I would have had little trouble selling the
jeep that day!
By the end of the day, the crowd was estimated to have
been 1500 to 2000 visitors, and our display was by far the
most visited. This is an annual event – held each
November. More trucks are always welcome, so come join
us next year!
A MTA Member n Memoriam

Robert J. SERIO
SERIO Robert J., 75, of
Rochelle
Park
on
December 4, 2009. Born
in Brooklyn, New York
he lived in Hackensack
before
moving
to
Rochelle Park 20 years
ago. He served in the
United States Marine
Corps during the Korean
War and was a Sheriff's
officer with the Bergen County Sheriff's Department in
Hackensack. He formerly worked for the New York/New
Jersey Port Authority from 1958-1989 retiring as a Police
Lieutenant. He was a member of the Rochelle Park Fire
Department, Ambulance Corps and American Legion Post
#170. Robert was a member of the Military Transport
Association Military Vehicles Association and Together
We Served Association. He was a Lieutenant with the
Bergen County Mounted Sheriff's Unit and received the
Medal of Valor Award and the Carnegie Medal in 1967.
MTA of NJ Newsletter
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You know the old saying
“timing is everything?” I
recently found out that it is
absolutely true. This is the
number one piston from my
1942 Ford GPW. This is my
hanger queen that has one
problem after another. I call
her the “witch” for obvious
reasons. This is the result of
BAD timing. I can only advise
you to never try timing your
WWII jeep by sound… it is
both a costly and very
inconvenient lesson. What you see here is caused by preignition, where the fuel ignites at
the wrong time in the piston
stroke,
causing
tremendous
overpressure and an abrupt
failure of the jeep to continue at
highway speeds. It makes it
somewhat hard to start as well.
So buy that timing light! It might
just save you down the road!
Happy Travels!

MTA Members in Action!

(Picture submitted by Bill Peaslee)
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Military vehicle & equipment hauling: references,
experience, and reliability. Affordable rates, anywhere in
the US. Mike Pop, 732-245-8317. mpop5555@aol.com
9/09

To add or remove listings from the Classifieds, please
email Dave Steinert at steinert@worldnet.att.net or call
973-347-9091
For Sale-M35 truck bed, solid condition w/surface rust on

inside of bed, straight tailgate; latest 3-color camo, $500.
M200A1, 2-1/2 ton, single-axle, 4 wheel trailer, nice
condition, $500. Call 973.702.7366 (11/10)
For Sale-I have just received some of the adjustable legs

for the rear of the M-101, ¾-ton trailers. These are new in
the box (NOS), CARC color, $40 each plus shipping. I'm in
Zip 21071 (Maryland). E-mail at glengar@verizon.net, if
interested. Tim Clark.
For Sale---JEEP HOOD, for GPW or MB. Original WWII
with;markings and star. Very Good Condition, with good hinge.
No other hardware. $195.00 Harold Ratzburg, 973-887-2574
or Cplratz@aol.com. (11/09)
For Sale-Dodge M37, 1959 ¾-Ton. Disc brakes-new canvas on
seats and top, low mileage. New racks, garage kept and runs
well. Manty extras. $7500 or best offer. Call Don at 609-655-3395
or 732-890-3173. 11/09.
For Sale-Korean War era helicopter evacuation bag. Insulated for
cold weather, $225. Call Jack White, 908-647-3367. 11/09.

For Sale: 1968 Kaiser M715 with hard top, spare parts and
extras, come with a complete extra cab, needs work$2500. 1955 CJ/M38 rolling frame with axles, VG condition,
$550. Call Brian at 845-457-1575 (Days). 10/09.
For Sale: 1952 M-37 with mid 60's 331 V8 Dodge engine
(engine rebuilt in 2008 with only about 20 miles on it). It
has a hard top on now, but have soft top frame with soft top
condition so-so. $10,000 Firm. Registered in N.J. Located
in Cape May Court House, N.J. Call Jim Mundy at (609889-0907) 9/09
For Sale: M-37 windshield frame, fair condition, no major
rust $100.00. Two M37 rear fenders, minor rust, easily
fixed $50.00 pr. M37 front bed panel, rough, $20.00. M-37
upper grille, good shape, surface rust $30.00 Contact M.
Ziegler at 973-445-3890. 9/09
For Sale: MB front and rear differential assemblies. MB
front end, complete and ready to hook up. Front end
includes both brake drums with all brake parts still
attached. Also includes bell crank and both tie rods. MB
rear end has broken ring gear, no axles or brake drums but
could be rebuilt or used for parts. Price for both is
$195.00 Contact Gary Schultz 908-852-4520 or email
grsschultz@aol.com. Items located in Long Valley NJ.
9/09

MTA of NJ Newsletter

Page 7

For Sale- One-ton ball bearing chain block with 11-inch
wheel for gear reduction. Very easy to operate and HEAVY
duty. All you need is a strong beam. $150.00 Call John
Lamond at 201-291-9663. Located in Saddle Brook, NJ.
For Sale-One M-38 passenger seat frame with mounting
hardware $75. Wheels for CJ Jeeps and M151 $25 each.
Cannon Towing Lights, one set with brackets $50. Also
many more Jeep parts, too many to list. Call Tom Weaver
at 973-627-9448. (7/09)
For Sale-1984 CUKV-Chevy, 79000 miles, runs good, passes NJ
inspection, needs some body work. If interested, olease call Greg
at 908-872-8375 . (4/09).
For Sale-Current military CARC 383 green paint.and other
expoxy paints. Crash truck yellow, interior green, etc. $30 gal.
Call 607-637-2275. (3/09).
For Sale-Fall 2008 special.*****Resin guns*****M1919 .30 caliber
air-cooled, $185.00, M16A1 $125.00, M16A2 $125.00. While
supplies last. Bill (732)-489-1012 e-mail: bpeaslee@aol.com
(11/08)
For Sale-1968 M51-A2 5-ton Dump. New clutch, wire harness
and tailgate. Has cargo cover on dump. Many spare parts and
manuals. Looks and runs great, $8000. 1962 M422A1, American
Motors Mighty Mite, fully restored, great runner, rare and only
2,400 made, $8000. Both located in Ridgefield, CT, about 1 hour
north of the Tappan Zee Bridge. Call Charlie Popp, 203-4383459. (6/08)
For Sale-M38A1 tub. Original but poor conditon. Lots of rust and
holes. Great for the serious restorer. Photos on request. Pick-up
only in Denville, NJ. $500 or best offer. Call Al Mellini at 973723-2166. (5/08)

For Sale -1943 Dodge WC-54 3/4 ton Ambulance--- with
winch. Vehicle has 2 speed transfer case from a WC-63,
Engine rebuilt in 2002, new rear doors and all new gages,
good condition tires with new tubes, new wiring harness
and side windows and windshield. Body sandblasted and
repainted but paint has faded and needs touchup. Lots of
Extras Phone "Mark Tolf" at 845-225-1405, cell phone
845-531-9577, email marktolf@hotmail.com
For Sale: Looking for a military vehicle? From projects
to ground-up Restorations and everything in between!
Check out: WWW.USMILITARYVEHICLES.COM
WANTED-Tail gate assembly for a M-1009 Blazer-Call
Paul Wadeson, (607)537-2275.
WANTED-Parade ready WWII Command Car w/or without
winch. Call Bob Benson at 973-293-7101.
WANTED: Coleman camping lanterns or stoves, any
condition. Cash paid. Call Jake (201)-874-5044.
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The next MTA Meeting is
Monday, December 14th
At the Whippany American
Legion Post!

Military Transport Association
Of North Jersey
P.O. Box 393
Budd Lake, NJ 07828

Military Transport Association of North Jersey
A Chapter of the Military Vehicle Preservation Association
The Military Transport Association of North Jersey is a nonprofit organization for people interested in collecting,
restoring, displaying, and operating historic military
vehicles. Members of the club participate in 15 to 20
parades every year as well as educational events, militaria
and truck shows, rallies, trail rides and visits to veteran’s
homes.
Members also participate in projects such as restoring a
jeep for the National Guard Museum, the National Night Out,
USMC Toys for Tots campaign, fund raising for the National
WWII and Korean War Memorials, Boy Scout projects, and
National Guard recruiting campaigns.
Meetings are held on the second Monday of every month
at the Whippany American Legion Hall, Legion Place,
Whippany, NJ. You can come between 7:00 and 7:30 p.m. to
eat pizza, sandwiches and enjoy other refreshments. Beer
and wine is available from the Legion Hall. The meeting
starts at 8:00 p.m. and is normally over by 9:00 p.m.
Join the MTA now and receive:

12 issues of the Motor Pool Messenger newsletter.

FREE classified sales and want ads in the
newsletter.

Notices of parades and events in which you can
participate.

FREE annual picnic and FREE annual pizza party.

FREE MTA embroidered patch (when you attend an
event).
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To join the Military Transport Association, send this form
(or the same information on a blank sheet of paper) with
$20.00 annual membership dues ($25.00 for Family
Membership) to the address below. Dues are for the
calendar year.
Name______________________________________________
Address____________________________________________
City, State, Zip_______________________________________
Telephone (________)________________________________
Email______________________________________________
Military vehicle(s) owned_____________________________
Mail completed application with $20.00 annual dues to:

Military Transport Ass’n of North Jersey

P.O. Box 393
Budd Lake, NJ 07828
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