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ON THE COVER-Just two of the many M35s that were on
display at the 2010 MTA Swap Meet at the Sussex County
Fairgrounds in Augusta, NJ. (Picture courtesy of Dave
Steinert).

MTA 2010 Officers and Staff

Newsletter: Dave Steinert thanked those that contributed
to the April newsletter, Harold Ratzburg, Pete Shindo and
Al Mellini. Dave also mention they will be giving out free
past issues of the newsletter at the MTA Swap Meet.

President- Jim Moore
Tel: 973-738-4624
Email: jmoore@mtaofnj.us
Vice President-Ken Coanshock
Tel: 848-219-5181

Membership Report: Fred Schlesigner advises that as
of tonight, we have 140 paid members. If you haven’t paid
your dues at the conclusion of the MTA Swap Meet on
April 18th, you will no longer be a member of the MTA.

Email:37mmgunner@earthlink.net

Quartermaster Report: Jim Moore reports that the new
MTA hats have arrived and are on sale for club members
at $10 per hat. Your choice of OD or Tan.

Treasurer-Ginnie McDevitt
Tel: 845-987-7896

Membership Chairman-Fred Schlesinger
Tel:973-228-7257

Email:fred@mtaofnj.us

Parade/Events Coordinator-Peter Schindo
Email:schindop@optonline.net

Tel: 201-444-3198

Recording Secretary-Gary Schultz
Email:grsschultz@aol.com

Tel: 908-852-4520

Newsletter Editor-Dave Steinert
Tel: 973-347-9091

Email:dsteinert@optonline.net

Web Master-George Wagner
Tel: 973-927-7616

Email:wagnergm@optonline.net

2010 Sussex Show Chairman- Fran Antico
Email: FranA@mtaofnj.org

Tel: 973-670-1277

NOTICE: The next MTA monthly meeting will be
on Monday, May 10th 2010 at the Whippany
American Legion Post, Legion Place, Whippany,
NJ. Refreshments at 7:00 PM, meeting begins at
8:00 PM.

Adoptee Report: John Dwyer noted that some boxes we
shipped out have been returned as some of the recipients
have now returned home. But, new names are always
being added to the list!
R.O.B Report: John Sobotka reports our box car is safely
parked on a siding in Rockaway NJ and is now sporting a
sign advertising our show. The Morristown and Erie RR will
be displaying at our show to promote RR safety. John
reports that we are again invited to the Whippany Train
Museum show on September 13th. We plan to have our
locomotive and possibly our camo box car on display at the
museum. Look for more info as we get closer to the event.
MTA Show Report: Fran Antico reports:





Military Transport Association
Meeting Minutes for April 12th 2010
Meeting started at 8pm. President Jim Moore opened
the meeting with our traditional pledge of allegiance and a
moment of silence for the troops.
Prior minutes were approved



New Business:


Treasurer’s Report: Ken Coanshock presenting:
Closing Balances:
Operating Account:
Show Account:
Adoptee Account:

$17139.89
$21811.78
$ 540.67




Treasurer’s report approved
Event Committee: Peter Schindo reported that our 2010
parade schedule is off to a great start. We already have
conducted 4 parades and collected $1425 in parade fees
and its only April! We are on track to at least match last
year’s parade record. Please check the parade schedule
on www.mtaofnj.org It would support the club if you can
attend one or more parades this year.
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All is progressing well as we lead up to the show
this month
Banners and advertising is working well. Lots of
calls for inquiries about the show.
Vendor sales going well.
Remember to register if you are going to display a
vehicle
Please remember to collect your yard signs
and return them to Jim Moore at the May
meeting.
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Ken Coanshock passed out our eagerly awaited
new MTA ID cards. See Ken if you ordered an ID
card and haven’t received it yet. The ID cards
will be renewed each year. Lanyards will be
available at the show
Ken Coanshock requested a motion to approve
$500 per year toward the purchase of membership
reward plaques. Motion was approved.
Vito Antico suggested we initiate a Mechanics
Corner section of our newsletter where members
could request help with their projects or simply
recommend a solution to fix common vehicle
problems that many of us face. Paul Dormont
offered to update the membership database to
reflect member’s most recent vehicle ownership so
members can easily find others with similar
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vehicles and ask questions about maintenance and
repairs.
Dennis Vellhiarelli submitted a $100 donation
for our MTA Adoptee Committee from his
relatives - Nick and Tony Makarow in memory
of their mother Lizabeth Makarow. The MTA
sends our thanks to the Makarow family!

Meeting closed: 9:25
Submitted by Gary Schultz

The MTA received a beautiful 3’ X 5’ American Flag
with the following documents from some of our
Adoptees:

An article from the NJ Herald...

Military Vehicles on Display at Fairground
By LYNDSAY CAYETANA BOUCHAL
FRANKFORD -- A little boy outfitted in his grandfather's
official military gear walked at his father's side and
MTA of NJ Newsletter
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clenched a toy rifle; the oversized sleeves covered his
hands and nearly dragged on the ground.
A 5-ton cargo carrier rolled by with twin girls wearing
pink camouflaged hats bouncing in their parents' laps.
They leaned in and listened as Military Transport
Association members shared the history of the burly green
vehicles displayed throughout the Sussex County
Fairgrounds.
The association hosted a historic military vehicle show
and militaria vendor sale Saturday and Sunday at the
fairgrounds.
From restored World War II bicycles and Vietnam
Willys Jeeps to mid-'90s M35 cargo carriers, the
association brought more than 121 vehicles, said MTA
President Jim Moore, who has been running this swap
meet for five of the nine years it's been held. Three of
these shows have been hosted at the fairgrounds.

He said the club estimated more th an 7,500 people
attended this year's two-day event.
"Originally, it was in the Dover Armory in 2001 with a
dozen club members, jeeps and a half a dozen vendors.
Now it's grown to over 121 historic vehicles and 80
vendors," said the proud president.
The MTA is a nonprofit organization dedicated to the
education and preservation of historic military vehicles. The
club, which was established in 1972, is made up of about
200 club members throughout New Jersey and 200
privately owned military vehicles, said the show chair, Fran
Antico.
"It's more than just a four-wheel drive club, it's about
patriotism and it has that old home town club feel to it," said
12-year member and former President Randy Emr. He said
50 percent of the members are veterans, while the rest are
fans and family members.
Emr said a large portion of the admission fee from the
club's military vehicle shows goes into the hands of New
Jersey soldiers overseas in the form of care packages.
This year the MTA will donate money to armed forces that
are mobilized and deployed to Iraq and Afghanistan.
"(The show) is a great way to connect people to our
history. You don't get this opportunity very often, and it
preserves history, especially for the kids," Col. John Dwyer,
of Clinton, said as he showed onlookers around a World
War II aid station tent and a front line ambulance.
Twenty-one-year-old Joseph Gilgunn of Roxbury said, "I
got involved about a year ago because of my natural love
of history and to honor my grandpa."
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Gilgunn performed re-enactments of World War II war
scenes with a .30-caliber light machine gun.
A replica of a Vietnam radio shack was also on
display; resin guns lay among the radio equipment meant
to relay messages from unit to unit.
"It's to pay homage to those who served in Vietnam,"
said Vietnam veteran Mike Davidson, a former Vernon
resident, who came up for his first MTA show from Virginia.
He joked, "(The Military Transport Association) is the other
woman in (my life)."
In addition to numerous vendors and displays, the
MTA also offered rides on Emr's 1970 5-ton M813, a
monstrous vehicle that was used in Vietnam. The
mammoth cargo carrier and troop transport crawled up hilly
terrain as Emr gave a brief history of the M-series, built
between 1950 and 1990 as a means of standardizing
military vehicles.
He said the most rewarding part of being a member of
the MTA is lending his M813 to carry veterans who can no
longer physically walk in parades. As the veterans ride in
back, Emr said, they begin to share war stories they've
kept inside for all these years.
"When they get these green army vehicles, they feel
safe and they release stories," Emr said.
"Unfortunately," he said, "we can't preserve the
soldiers, but we can preserve their legacy through these
vehicles."

Patrick was a member of the MTA many years ago
when the club was first organized and the membership was
very small. His interest was in WWII vehicles and he
owned a couple of WWII Jeeps. But his dedication to family
and career left him very little time for the hobby and his
membership to the MTA lapsed.
But Patrick’s earlier passion with the hobby left an
impression on his son Chris. A seed was planted and as
Chris grew older his attraction to military vehicles grew.
Now that Patrick has retired he has returned to the
hobby and both him and Chris are now MTA Members.
Chris now owns a M35 and Patrick still has his WWII
vehicles and has recently bought a few M Series vehicles
including his award winning Radio Truck.
We congratulate Patrick on his award!

The 2010 MTA Military Vehicle Swap Meet
Best of Show
Probably one of the toughest tasks when you host a
Military Vehicle Swap Meet and have over 120 vintage
military vehicles on display is to pick the Best of Show
Award. It’s especially difficult when you have a variety of
military vehicles that represent all eras of U.S. Military
History from WWII to vehicles that were used in recent
conflicts.
This year’s “Best of Show” was awarded to Patrick
Tamburro of Sussex and his recently acquired 1970 M35
Radio Truck.

OPERATION NORDWIND 2010
Article and Photos by John Dwyer
Dateline: 1-25 January 1945
Location: Alsace, France
Situation: Three corps of the German 1st Army launched a
surprise attack on the American 7th Army which was thinly
holding a 45-mile line while many of its units and much of
its supplies were diverted to fight the German attack in the
Ardennes.
Outcome: German forces were finally reduced and
repulsed by 25 January 1945, although costly for both
sides, Operation Nordwind permanently cleared the
majority of all German forces from southern France.
Dateline: 26-28 March 2010
Location: Fort Indiantown Gap, Pennsylvania
Situation: Recreated units of the German Army launched
a planned attack on reenacted American and Allied forces
MTA of NJ Newsletter
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on the morning of 26 March. Using fast mobile forces
backed by light armored vehicles, armor and artillery, the
Germans seized and held their planned objectives deep in
the Allied lines.
Outcome: By the afternoon of 27 March, American and
Allied forces, supported by mechanized cavalry and armor,
pushed the invading force to pre-invasion positions and
continued the counterattack until ordered to stop by higher
headquarters.

barracks, wear authentic WWII uniforms and gear, and
carry live WWII weapons. Unlike the Battle of the Bulge,
Nordwind is a non-public event and is conducted without
spectators and is by invitation-only.

Threatening weather turned into two fine cool days in
the field. Although the event would be held rain or shine –
sun is always better when you are in the woods.
To see the photographs of the event and the many military
vehicles that were on-hand please visit:
That is the synopsis of the historical and the
reenacted battle of Operation Nordwind. Every year, an
evenly matched number of German and Allied forces meet
at Fort Indiantown Gap to battle for supremacy of the
forested training areas. Using authentic weapons and blank
ammo, as well as historical military vehicles and armor, the
sides maneuver against each other and attempt to force
the opposing units to retreat or “die.”
Several MTA members – and some MTA vehicles participate on both sides of the conflict. This year there
were about 600 participants with approximately sixty
vehicles on the field including an M4E8 Sherman, M20
armored car, three halftracks, three anti-tank guns, and
many jeeps and trucks. The Germans fielded about 20
motorcycles, several Kubelwagons and trucks, two
halftracks, and a STU III assault gun (tank). It was a like a
military vehicle show, except everything moved – and most
of it shot back!

http://smg.photobucket.com/albums/v79/doctordirt/Nordwind%202010/

If you would like to participate in one of these events
with other MTA members, we always have both the room,
weapons, and plenty of gear to loan. You do not need a
WWII vehicle, just a great attitude and willingness to go get
dirty.
See you in the woods.

JD

Like the recreated Battle of the Bulge, which is held at
Ft Indiantown Gap every January, participants live in WWII
MTA of NJ Newsletter
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any other parts for same vehicle. Call Tom Virden at 304269-4215.
Eastern Surplus & Equipment Co. is celebrating its 12th
year!

To add or remove listings from the Classifieds, please
email Dave Steinert at dsteinert@optonline.net or call
973-347-9091
For Sale -1985 CUCV M1009 for sale, 62,140 Miles.
Current NJ inspection valid till 4/11. Trans and differentials
serviced with new fluids and seals. New fuel tank and
straps. New fuel pump, new shocks, new belts, cooling
hoses, new brake hoses, silicone fluid installed. Truck is
complete with all lights, markers, trailer hitch with
receptacle. Manual included and some spare parts. Green
camo pattern paint. Asking $5200. Contact Gary Kuipers
Sr. after 5pm weekdays and anytime weekends. 908-8130090. (4/10)
For Sale-Tow Bar, medium for sale with 1” adapters for 2
½ ton and up. Art Swain 201-387-8961 aws@mtaofnj.us
FOR SALE-1999 GRACO G MAX Airless Paint Sprayer,
with extra hole, gun, filters, tips; $1500.00. ITW Ransburg
Electrostatic Paint Unit; $1000.00. Call John Peterson at
732-777-6828 or email me at sandman9@optonline.net.
(4/10)

We are now offering 100% PARTS SUPPORT for 2½ TON
and 5 TON ALL WHEEL DRIVE MILITARY VEHICLES
Stocking a large inventory of trucks, including: 2-½ ton M35A2
Turbo Diesel powered all wheel drive in various body
configurations; 2-½ ton M35A3 upgraded trucks with
Caterpillar Diesel engines and Allison Automatic transmission;
5-ton M800 series, Cummins Diesel powered, 6 x 6 trucks in
Cab and Chassis, Long-Medium-Short Frames, Dump Trucks,
5th Wheel Tractors, Hydraulic Wreckers, Van Bodiesexpandable, Cargo Beds-Flatbeds; 5-ton M900 series; 5-ton
with Naturally aspirated or Turbo charged Cummins diesel
engines, Allison Automatic transmission, single tires We can
EXPORT to any location, properly handle all required export
documentation, and provide approved transportation to any
US port for overseas shipment. Domestic shipment offered to
anywhere in the US. Services by our team of mechanics in
our modern shop include: Full rebuild, component
replacement, paint and more. We offer pickup and return
service for trucks to be repaired/rebuilt in our shop via selfunloading flatbed trailer. PAY-PAL online and credit cards now
accepted
Please take a look at our web page to see many of the parts
and trucks we have in stock http://www.easternsurplus.net

For Sale-M35 truck bed, solid condition w/surface rust on
inside of bed, straight tailgate; latest 3-color camo, $500.
M200A1, 2-1/2 ton, single-axle, 4 wheel trailer, nice
condition, $500. Call 973.702.7366 (11/10)
For Sale-1952 M37 for parts, no engine, 1951 M37 in mint
shape, heat, winch, troop seats, 1968 M725 Jeep
ambulance in great shape, 1-ton trailer with bows, 2.5-ton
w/winch, multi-fuel, troop seats, runs great, needs sheet
metal work. I’m looking for halftrack parts, T16 carrier
parts, 105 MM Howitzer. I will buy train wrecks for cash.!! ,
or trade call me Dave at 1-917-567-6419.
For Sale-I have just received some of the adjustable legs
for the rear of the M-101, ¾-ton trailers. These are new in
the box (NOS), CARC color, $40 each plus shipping. I'm in
Zip 21071 (Maryland). E-mail at glengar@verizon.net, if
interested. Tim Clark.
For Sale-Dodge M37, 1959 ¾-Ton. Disc brakes-new
canvas on seats and top, low mileage. New racks, garage
kept and runs well. Manty extras. $7500 or best offer. Call
Don at 609-655-3395 or 732-890-3173. 11/09.
For Sale-Korean War era helicopter evacuation bag.
Insulated for cold weather, $225. Call Jack White, 908-6473367. 11/09.
For Sale: Looking for a military vehicle? From projects
to ground-up Restorations and everything in between!
Check out: WWW.USMILITARYVEHICLES.COM
WANTED-Original seats for WC-51, any condition. Also
MTA of NJ Newsletter
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The next MTA Meeting is
Monday, May 10th
At the Whippany American
Legion Post!

Military Transport Association
Of North Jersey
P.O. Box 393
Budd Lake, NJ 07828

Military Transport Association of North Jersey
A Chapter of the Military Vehicle Preservation Association
The Military Transport Association of North Jersey is a nonprofit organization for people interested in collecting,
restoring, displaying, and operating historic military
vehicles. Members of the club participate in 15 to 20
parades every year as well as educational events, militaria
and truck shows, rallies, trail rides and visits to veteran’s
homes.
Members also participate in projects such as restoring a
jeep for the National Guard Museum, the National Night Out,
USMC Toys for Tots campaign, fund raising for the National
WWII and Korean War Memorials, Boy Scout projects, and
National Guard recruiting campaigns.
Meetings are held on the second Monday of every month
at the Whippany American Legion Hall, Legion Place,
Whippany, NJ. You can come between 7:00 and 7:30 p.m. to
eat pizza, sandwiches and enjoy other refreshments. Beer
and wine is available from the Legion Hall. The meeting
starts at 8:00 p.m. and is normally over by 9:00 p.m.
Join the MTA now and receive:

12 issues of the Motor Pool Messenger newsletter.

FREE classified sales and want ads in the
newsletter.

Notices of parades and events in which you can
participate.

FREE annual picnic and FREE annual pizza party.

FREE MTA embroidered patch (when you attend an
event).
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To join the Military Transport Association, send this form
(or the same information on a blank sheet of paper) with
$20.00 annual membership dues ($25.00 for Family
Membership) to the address below. Dues are for the
calendar year.
Name______________________________________________
Address____________________________________________
City, State, Zip_______________________________________
Telephone (________)________________________________
Email______________________________________________
Military vehicle(s) owned_____________________________
Mail completed application with $20.00 annual dues to:

Military Transport Ass’n of North Jersey

P.O. Box 393
Budd Lake, NJ 07828
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