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MTA 2010 Officers and Staff 
 

President- Jim Moore 
Tel: 973-738-4624            Email: jmoore@mtaofnj.us 
 

Vice President-Ken Coanshock 
Tel:  732-541-1073         Email:37mmgunner@earthlink.net 
 

Treasurer-Ginnie McDevitt 
Tel: 845-987-7896 
 

Membership Chairman-Fred Schlesinger 
Tel:973-228-7257                                     Email:fred@mtaofnj.us 

 

Parade/Events Coordinator-Peter Schindo 
Tel: 201-444-3198                   Email:schindop@optonline.net 
 

Recording Secretary-Gary Schultz 
Tel: 908-852-4520                   Email:grsschultz@aol.com 
 

Newsletter Editor-Dave Steinert 
Tel: 973-347-9091                     Email:dsteinert@optonline.net 
 

Web Master-George Wagner 
Tel: 973-927-7616                     Email:wagnergm@optonline.net 
 

2011 Sussex Show Chairman- Fran Antico 
Tel: 973-670-1277                   Email: FranA@mtaofnj.org

ON THE COVER-A WWII U.S. Half track on display at the 
2010 WWII Weekend at Reading, PA. (Picture courtesy of 
David Steinert). 

NOTICE:  The Editor apologizes for the tardiness of 
this month’s newsletter. With Action Copy being on 

vacation followed by a complete crash of my 
computer’s hard drive left me frustrated with the 

technology I’ve learnt to depend on, ugh! 
 

Military Transport Association 

MTA Meeting Minutes ~ June 14, 2010  

      The Flag Day 2010 meeting of the MTA was called to 
order at 8:04 p.m. by President Jim Moore who lamely 
apologized for the late start by saying he thought we 
wanted more time for pre-meeting bonding. He opened the 
meeting with the salute to the flag and moment (34 
seconds) of silence to honor our fallen troops. 
      The Minutes of the May meeting were approved as 
they appeared in the newsletter. Ken Coanshock read the 
treasurer’s reports for April and May which were approved. 
In summary:  
 

 Operating Swap Meet Adoptees 
April 1st Opening   $17,130.98         $21,811.78           $540.67 
April/May Income   $  3,120.13 $24.380.48 $198.01 
April/May Expense    $  2, 047.13 $10,009.04 $000.00 
May 31 Closing      $18,203.98         $36,183.22           $738.68 
 
Parade/Events Report: Peter Schindo reported that he 
did not yet have a summary list of payments from the 
Memorial Day parades. He mentioned that we participated 
in the Roxbury parade without a fee and read a nice thank 
you note from the town. He expressed hope that they will 
have the budget to pay us next year. He also noted that we 
have not yet been paid for the Clifton Veteran’s Day parade 
in November 2009. 

      The MTA is participating in five parades for 
Independence Day. Mr. Schindo presented a proposition to 
the members saying that if he got enough volunteers for 
the five July 4 parades for which no one had signed up, he 
would continue to manage parades in 2011. Hands went 
up all over the room before he even mentioned a parade. 
And indeed, within the next 10 minutes, enough people 
signed up for all the parades. If you have not signed up, we 
can still use more vehicles at all the Independence Day 
parades. Locations for forming up are on the MTA web site 
(www.MTAof NJ.org). An abbreviated list of parades and 
other upcoming events follows: 

• Sat, July 3, Randolph, 12:00 noon.  

• Mon, July 5, Paramus/Ridgefield, 9:00 a.m. 

• Mon, July 5, Florham Park, 9:30 a.m. 

• Mon, July 3, Chatham, 10:00 a.m. 

• Sat, July 10, Jefferson Twp, 11:00 a.m. 

• Sun, Aug 8, 75th I.D. Family Day at Fort Dix. The Central 
Jersey club requests that MTA members join them for this 
event. Info at www.cjmmp.org (possibly) 

• Sat, Aug 14, WWII Veterans of the Battle of the Bulge, 
Horseshoe Lake, Succasunna. Need 5 or more WWII era 
vehicles. Lots of volunteers, but wait....that’s also the day 
of Sven’s big Red Ball/MTA picnic. Yes, you can do both! 

• Mon, Sep 6, Labor Day, Mendham, 9:30 a.m.  

      Mention was made of other upcoming events such as 
the Berkeley College car show on Oct 24, which has a 
class especially for MVs and fire engines. Also the Bergen 
County Historical Society in Riveredge for an event on Nov 
6-7.  

Newsletter, Web Site: No reports.  

Membership: Fred Schlesinger reported that “we have 
members,” which is very encouraging. As of June 14, the 
MTA had 181 paid-up members in good standing.  

Quartermaster: Randy Emr reported that he will be 
ordering new T-shirts soon. There was some inconclusive 
discussion about getting some shirts in sizes 2XL, 3XL, 
and 4XL.  

Adoptees: John Dwyer reported that two more NJ units 
are scheduled to go to Iraq in November so it appears that 
we will be continuing in the care carton business for the 
foreseeable future.  

Railroad Operating Battalion: John Sobotka reported 
that the MTA will be joining with the Whippany Railroad 
Museum for a joint event for Grandparent’s Day on 
Sunday, September 12. We will provide an MV display and 
the museum will arrange rides on the rails which may 
include the MTA locomotive which, John says, is alive and 
well. Mr. Sobotka would also like to see some static 

http://www.cjmmp.org
http://www.mtaofnj.org
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displays of equipment, models, and whatever you have that 
would be interesting to the general public. 
      Mr. Sobotka also reported that the Museum has 
acquired a steam locomotive (#4039) used by the US Army 
in WWII. It has been sitting disused for the past 14 years 
and needs serious repairs and restoration. An anonymous 
donor has offered the Museum $100,000 on a matching 
grant basis, i.e., he will match contributions up to $100K. 
Mr. Sobotka asked that the MTA donate $500 to the 
Museum (one-half of one percent of the grant), which was 
approved by members.  
Swap Meet: Fran Antico reported that she reasoned with 
the Fairground management and our invoice was adjusted 
down. She said we can get the Fairground for the same 
amount next year if we sign a contract now (which seems 
like a good idea but was not voted on). As a result of about 
$500 of late bills, the net profit from the swap meet 
dropped a bit but still came in at a quite respectable 
$8,064. Just imaging what we’d make if it was sunny both 
days! 
 
      The NJ State Fair at Sussex Fairgrounds runs from 
August 6 to 15, 2010 and on Wednesday, Aug 11 fair 
organizers are considering some sort of event to honor 
veterans. If this comes off, the MTA will be invited to 
participate.  

Safety Tips: In light of the approaching July 4 holiday, 
Mort “Motormouth” Mullins offered several safety tips. First, 
partial decapitation can result from peering into the mouth 
of a fireworks launching tube. Keith Walsh found this out 
when he looked into the tube of what he thought was a 
malfunctioning aerial firework. Needless to say, that’s when 
the rocket went off, giving both Keith’s head and his party 
an unexpected and spectacular grand finale. 

      Rule number two is that if you’re bold, stupid, or drunk 
enough to play Russian roulette, play it with a revolver and 
not an automatic pistol. Do we have to say why? 

      Although none of you would do this, let it be a lesson: A 
Croatian man blew himself up while trying to open a hand 
grenade with a chainsaw. Friends say that he wanted to 
retrieve the powder to make fireworks for the holiday. 

      Lastly, Mr. Mullins asked members if they had heard 
about Paul Stiller, 47, of Andover? Paul and his wife 
Bonnie had a couple of beers on a hot night last week and 
were aimlessly driving around. They were bored and lit a 
small quarter stick of dynamite to toss out the window to 
see what would happen. Seems they forgot they had the 
A/C on and the windows closed. Miraculously, they 
survived and are now recuperating in Newton Memorial 
Hospital. 

Old Business: The main item was the MTA picnic to be 
held Saturday, June 26. The attendance list is growing; at 
the time of the meeting, 132 people had signed up to go. 
Note: if you signed up but do not show, you must pay 
$25 per person to the MTA for the caterer. President Jim 
Moore gave lots of details of the picnic but they are not 
reported here because it will be over by the time this 
newsletter is printed.  

New Business: Back on the podium, Mr. Sobotka reported 
that Sven Johnson’s picnic for the MTA and Red Ball clubs 
is scheduled for Saturday, August 14. Sven has a huge 
piece of land in Sussex County near Johnsonburg for trail 
rides (mild and wild), a pond for amphibious vehicles, a 
swimming pool for adults and kiddies, and much more. He 
and his wife Helga serve a fantastic meal of chicken, corn, 
baked beans, salad, beer, soda, etc. The MTA buys and  
contributes salads, desserts, beer, drinks, and a big cake. 
Mr. Sobotka encouraged members to bring any of the 
above (except the cake). He also asked for an approval to 
spend $1,000 for food, 50-50 prizes, door prizes, etc. which 
was approved by members. 

      Fran Antico enthusiastically promoted the Cherry Ridge 
Shooting Range in Highland Lakes, NJ and suggested that 
the MTA join as an institutional member for $35/year. She 
thought it would be a good way to promote the MTA and 
also said that members could shoot there as a group for 
free if we simply made a reservation. This news was met 
with enthusiasm but also some disbelief; nevertheless, the 
club approved spending $35 to join. 

      Mr. Emr reported that in early August several MTA 
members will be moving an M60A1 tank approx 1 mile 
across Paterson to the Veteran’s Council site. A few people 
are needed to assist in the move but mostly to set up a 
static display at the Veteran’s Council. The move cannot be 
done as an MV convoy because of safety restrictions. Mr. 
Moore questioned whether the move would cost the MTA 
any money and Mr. Emr assured him that it would not. Mr. 
Moore seemed dubious but agreed that the MTA would 
sanction the move as long as it wouldn’t cost any money 
and if someone else pay the insurance for the move. 
 

      Mr. Sobotka offered some extremely preliminary 
information about a “tank pull” in which 20 humans attempt 
to play tug-o-war with a tank and pay big bucks to do so. 
The $$ apparently goes to a charity of some sort. Details to 
follow.  
 

New Members: Two new members introduced 
themselves. First was Andy McNeill from Tenafly who owns 
both MB and GPW jeeps. Also joining was Ed Eyring who 
owns an M38A1.  
50-50: Play the MTA 50-50 and if you’re lucky you can get 
your wife a nice present on the way home.  
Pizza: Mr. Schindo bought five pizzas instead of the usual 
three. However, the fact that pizza is now free rather than 
$2.00 per slice has increased consumption dramatically. 
Mr. Schindo later observed, “I can’t believe we ate all that 
pizza last night! But with attendance being as it is, we will 
continue with the quantity to appease all. (Even John Lloyd 
was full.)” 
      Following the meeting, Mr. Schindo also added, “I want 
to thank all of you who committed last night for July 
parades. It will a great year for the MTA!...AGAIN!”  
The meeting was adjourned at 9:20 p.m. 
 
Submitted by Dave Ahl 
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THE STORY OF  
HAROLD'S 37MM A.T. GUN 

By Harold Ratzburg 
 

       I read with great interest the Story of Ken's 37mm AT 
(Anti Tank) Gun, because back in ancient times, like back 
in the 1970's, I also acquired a 37mm under rather different 
circumstances. 
    Here is my story. 
    Back in those good old days, the whole world was a lot 
more relaxed about guns, explosives and destructive 
devices than it is today.  All around, it was a lot nicer time 
than the world we live in now. 
    The history of my gun began back in WWII of course, 
when it was manufactured for the US Army.  When the war 
was over, a great many of these guns were demilitarized 
by the military by welding the blocks so they could not be 
moved or fired,  and putting a tack weld on the bolt head of 
all the bolts holding the gun together so that souvenir 
hunters could not easily remove parts. 
    The guns were given out to VFW and American Legion 
organizations so that they could set their themes of being 
sort of military by displaying the guns in front of their 
meeting halls.  The military also gave out larger cannons 
like Pack Howitzers, mortars, and other large artillery 
pieces, not to mention, Sherman and Stewart Tanks, which 
you can still see around the country in front of the veteran's 
halls or in municipal parks.  
    Way out in Pennsylvania somewhere, one of the VFW or 
Legion posts dissolved and the hall was abandoned and 
the two 37 mm's that had been given to the place by the 
US Army, were pulled around back into a woods and just 
sat there rusting away. 
 

 
 
    A guy named Joe, who I knew through WWII reenacting, 
lived in the area, found the guns and rescued them from 
the woods.  Having two guns to pull around in a parade is 
kind of silly, so it came to pass that he was working on 
restoring a 3/4 ton Dodge and needed a different engine for 
it.  I ran into him at a rally and he told me that he would 
trade one of the 37mm guns for a Dodge engine.  It 
certainly seemed like a good deal to me because I had 
recently acquired my WWII jeep that really needed 

http://www.mvpa.org
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something different than a trailer to pull behind it in 
parades, so I took him up on his offer. 
    Looking through a "Rock and Dirt" magazine, I found a 
dealer who had Dodge engines for sale, and so I arranged 
to purchase one and have it shipped to Joe.  Joe received 
it and eventually, he put one of his 37mm's on a trailer and 
delivered it to me-----and WOW, I HAD A 37MM A.T. 
GUN OF MY VERY OWN, and I was one happy collector. 
    The gun was in pretty good shape, the trail arms would 
move, and the only major thing missing was the shoulder 
guard that normally stuck out behind the breech.  It was 
originally there so that the gunner would be kept away from 
behind the gun when it recoiled. I have friends in High 
Places, like a brother-in-law who happened to be a 
foreman in a machine shop, and he made a repro of the 
missing guard from a pattern that I drew from another 
37mm that was displayed in front of a active VFW hall. 
    The battery box normally bolted on the gun shield (to 
light the gun sight) was also missing, and I scouted out all 
the 37mm's that I knew of in front of VFW halls, with my 
handy dandy wrench set, and at every one I found that I 
could not "liberate" the box because the Military had done 
such a good job with their tack welding.  It was probably a 
good thing, because it kept me honest. A box was 
eventually found at a militaria show and that problem was 
solved. 
    A telescopic sight, (called the M 6), for the gun, was 
found at a militaria show.  Back then, such sights turned up 
pretty regularly at the shows, but like so much of the other 
stuff from WWII, they get more and rare from having other 
collectors squirrel them away in their collections, so finding 
one today is not easy.  
    Two bore cleaning rods were found at the Aberdeen 
Military Vehicle Rally and over a period of time, I 
assembled a nice collection of inert dummy ammunition 
rounds for the gun. 
 

 
 
    I was always a little concerned about what the Feds 
would think about me having an artillery piece, so for a long 
time, the gun sported a barrel that I made out 
of approximately sized water pipes.  I would venture to say 
that not one person in a hundred watching a parade 
noticed that my cannon barrel was really a water pipe. 

    After a while however, I got so enthused that I really 
wanted to have my real barrel on the gun carriage.  I took a 
night course in welding at a local vocational school, and 
hauled my barrel and breech block to the class and 
proceeded to lay beads and beads of weld in and around 
the breech block, so that even a very picky BATF agent 
would find it hard to claim that I had a destructive device 
behind my jeep.  That breech block was one solid piece of 
iron when I got done, and there is no way, that sucker 
could ever be used to hold up a bank or be fired again as a 
destructive devise. 
    The gun got the usual TLC from me for years, like a new 
paint job, good tires, and cover as best I could provide it.  I 
had no place to park it except in the woods behind my 
house so I kept it covered with a tarp to keep it out of the 
weather. One time I parked it on the front lawn as an 
attention getter for a garage sale that we were having and 
it did indeed get attention when people stopped to shop.  
One of my neighbors who moved away told me later that 
when he woke up one morning and saw the cannon 
pointing at his house, he decided that maybe it was time to 
relocate, and so he did.  (I really think he was kidding me---
-I hope.  He was a good neighbor.) 
    One of the adventures that the gun created for my little 
Frau came about one time when I "recruited" her to drive 
my M-38 Jeep and pull the gun in a parade in a 
neighboring town. The road to the town had a series of 
long, pretty steep uphill's and downhill's, and at the time 
she was quite a novice driver. I had not explained to her 
the trick about down shifting on hills to have the engine 
help brake the extra load, so when she hit the down hills, 
all she knew was to put her foot on the brake, and the 
clutch pedal, and hold them down. That led to a rather 
merry ride downhill for her, but she was able to keep it 
under control and on the road so everything turned out 
OK.  She did get a special driving lesson after that about 
down shifting, but I have "heard" about that parade ride a 
good number of times since then ---from her--- about her 
lack of proper training to pull an artillery piece behind a 
jeep.  Seems like even her membership in the old German 
"Jung Madel" (Hitler Youth) back in Nazi Germany didn't 
cover that training either. They had to march were ever 
they had to go. 
    As with all projects, eventually the thrill wore off and the 
gun had to go, so I traded it to a guy up in New England 
somewhere.  As he hauled it away on his truck, I gotta’ 
admit it brought a little tear to my eye, but I was sure it was 
going to a good home.  
    I believe that I ran into my old 37mm at a rally up in New 
England later on.  The new owner or owners had altered it 
so that it was now a gas firing display piece.  It fired a 
gas mixture of oxygen and propane, touched off by a spark 
plug, and it made a very respectable bang when it when 
off.  The flash was about three feet long they tell me.  I 
never did see it in operation, but I did know it had a good 
home. 

End of the Story 
 

 



 
                            MTA of NJ Newsletter                                     Page 6                                          July 2010 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



 
                            MTA of NJ Newsletter                                     Page 7                                          July 2010 

To add or remove listings from the Classifieds, please 
email Dave Steinert at dsteinert@optonline.net or call 
973-347-9091 
 
For Sale-1958 CJ5 Stock, No body, No Seats, Good 
Frame, Good Running Gear, Brakes Ok but need 
attention. There is a windshield, glass & frame. This 
Jeep starts and runs, can drive around with no 
problems. $800 and open to offers. Call Bob 201-226-
9289 (7/10) 

 
For Sale -1985 CUCV M1009 for sale, 62,140 Miles. 
Current NJ inspection valid till 4/11. Trans and differentials 
serviced with new fluids and seals. New fuel tank and 
straps. New fuel pump, new shocks, new belts, cooling 
hoses, new brake hoses, silicone fluid installed. Truck is 
complete with all lights, markers, trailer hitch with 
receptacle. Manual included and some spare parts. Green 
camo pattern paint. Asking $5200. Contact Gary Kuipers 
Sr. after 5pm weekdays and anytime weekends. 908-813-
0090. (4/10) 

 
 
FOR SALE-1999 GRACO G MAX Airless Paint Sprayer, 
with extra hole, gun, filters, tips; $1500.00.  ITW Ransburg 
Electrostatic Paint Unit; $1000.00. Call John Peterson at 
732-777-6828 or email me at sandman9@optonline.net.  
(4/10) 

 
For Sale-1952 M37 for parts, no engine, 1951 M37 in mint  
shape, heat, winch, troop seats, 1968 M725 Jeep 
ambulance in great shape, 1-ton trailer with bows, 2.5-ton 
w/winch, multi-fuel, troop seats, runs great, needs sheet 
metal work. I’m looking for halftrack parts, T16 carrier 
parts, 105 MM Howitzer. I will buy train wrecks for cash.!! , 
or trade    call me Dave at 1-917-567-6419.  

 
For Sale-I have just received some of the adjustable legs 
for the rear of the M-101, ¾-ton trailers. These are new in 
the box (NOS), CARC color, $40 each plus shipping. I'm in 
Zip 21071 (Maryland). E-mail at glengar@verizon.net, if 
interested. Tim Clark. 

 
For Sale-Dodge M37, 1959 ¾-Ton. Disc brakes-new 
canvas on seats and top, low mileage. New racks, garage 
kept and runs well. Manty extras. $7500 or best offer. Call 
Don at 609-655-3395 or 732-890-3173. 11/09. 

 
For Sale: Looking for a military vehicle?  From projects 
to ground-up Restorations and everything in between! 
Check out: WWW.USMILITARYVEHICLES.COM 

 
WANTED-Original seats for WC-51, any condition. Also 
any other parts for same vehicle. Call Tom Virden at 304-
269-4215. 

 

Eastern Surplus & Equipment Co. is celebrating its 12th 
year! 

  
We are now offering 100% PARTS SUPPORT for 
2½ TON and 5 TON ALL WHEEL DRIVE MILITARY 
VEHICLES Stocking a large inventory of trucks, 
including: 2-½ ton M35A2 Turbo Diesel powered all wheel 
drive in various body configurations; 2-½ ton M35A3 
upgraded trucks with Caterpillar Diesel engines and Allison 
Automatic transmission; 5-ton M800 series, Cummins 
Diesel powered, 6 x 6 trucks in Cab and Chassis, Long-
Medium-Short Frames, Dump Trucks, 5th Wheel Tractors, 
Hydraulic Wreckers, Van Bodies-expandable, Cargo Beds-
Flatbeds; 5-ton M900 series; 5-ton with Naturally aspirated 
or Turbo charged Cummins diesel engines, Allison 
Automatic transmission, single tires We can EXPORT to 
any location, properly handle all required export 
documentation, and provide approved transportation to any 
US port for overseas shipment.  Domestic shipment offered 
to anywhere in the US. Services by our team of mechanics 
in our modern shop include: Full rebuild, component 
replacement, paint and more.  We offer pickup and return 
service for trucks to be repaired/rebuilt in our shop via self-
unloading flatbed trailer. PAY-PAL online and credit cards 
now accepted 
Please take a look at our web page to see many of the 
parts and trucks we have in stock 
http://www.easternsurplus.net  

 

 
 

 
 

mailto:sandman9@optonline.net
http://www.easternsurplus.net
mailto:glengar@verizon.net
http://www.usmilitaryvehicles.com
mailto:dsteinert@optonline.net
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Military Transport  Association 
Of North Jersey 

P.O. Box 393 
Budd Lake, NJ 07828 

 

 
 

 
                              
 
 
 
 
 
The Military Transport Association of North Jersey is a non-
profit organization for people interested in collecting, 
restoring, displaying, and operating historic military 
vehicles. Members of the club participate in 15 to 20 
parades every year as well as educational events, militaria 
and truck shows, rallies, trail rides and visits to veteran’s 
homes. 
     Members also participate in projects such as restoring a 
jeep for the National Guard Museum, the National Night Out, 
USMC Toys for Tots campaign, fund raising for the National 
WWII and Korean War Memorials, Boy Scout projects, and 
National Guard recruiting campaigns. 
     Meetings are held on the second Monday of every month 
at the Whippany American Legion Hall, Legion Place, 
Whippany, NJ. You can come between 7:00 and 7:30 p.m. to 
eat pizza, sandwiches and enjoy other refreshments. Beer 
and wine is available from the Legion Hall. The meeting 
starts at 8:00 p.m. and is normally over by 9:00 p.m. 
Join the MTA now and receive: 

 12 issues of the Motor Pool Messenger newsletter. 
 FREE classified sales and want ads in the 

newsletter. 
 Notices of parades and events in which you can 

participate. 
 FREE annual picnic and FREE annual pizza party. 
 FREE MTA embroidered patch (when you attend an 

event). 

Sven’s Annual Picnic 
Saturday, August 14th! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
To join the Military Transport Association, send this form 
(or the same information on a blank sheet of paper) with 
$20.00 annual membership dues ($25.00 for Family 
Membership) to the address below. Dues are for the 
calendar year. 
 
Name______________________________________________ 
 
Address____________________________________________ 
 
City, State, Zip_______________________________________ 
 
Telephone  (________)________________________________ 
 
Email______________________________________________ 
 
Military vehicle(s) owned_____________________________ 
 
Mail completed application with $20.00 annual dues to: 
 

Military Transport Ass’n of North Jersey 
P.O. Box 393 

Budd Lake, NJ 07828 
 
 

Military Transport Association of North Jersey 
A Chapter of the Military Vehicle Preservation Association 
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