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ON THE COVER-A WWII Anti-Aircraft Gun guards the sky at
the Red Ball Military Show in Gilbert, PA. (Picture courtesy of
David Steinert).

MTA 2010 Officers and Staff

Membership Chairman: Fred Schlesinger reports that
membership dues are to be paid in January 2011.
Membership is $20 for individual membership and $25 for a
family membership. Your address label on your newsletter
will have a 2011 below the address when your membership
is paid. If it reads 2010, you need to pay your dues.

President- Jim Moore
Email: jmoore@mtaofnj.us

Tel: 973-738-4624

Vice President-Ken Coanshock
Tel: 732-541-1073
Email:37mmgunner@earthlink.net

Adoptees Report: John Dwyer reports that 84 boxes
were recently shipped to our list of Adoptees. Each
Adoptee got three boxes of treats between Thanksgiving
and Christmas. Boxes are getting to most of our Adoptees
within 6 days. Please contact John if there is an Adoptee
you know who has returned home so that the person can
be removed from the list.

Treasurer-Ginnie McDevitt
Tel: 845-987-7896

Membership Chairman-Fred Schlesinger
Tel:908-617-5066

Email:fred@mtaofnj.us

Parade/Events Coordinator-Peter Schindo
Email:schindop@optonline.net

Tel: 201-444-3198

Recording Secretary-Gary Schultz
Email:grsschultz@aol.com

Quartermasters Report-Randy Emr reports that Chris
McHugh’s Company Dark Angel Graphics will be doing the
latest order of MTA shirts and sweatshirts and they should
be available at the January meeting.
The hooded sweatshirts will be a special order item
and Randy will be taking orders from members who are
interested at the January meeting. Jim reports that four
dozen olive drab hats have been delivered and he will have
them at the January meeting.

Tel: 908-852-4520

Newsletter Editor-Dave Steinert
Tel: 973-347-9091

Email:dsteinert@optonline.net

Web Master-George Wagner
Tel: 973-927-7616

Email:wagnergm@verizon.net

2011 Sussex Show Chairman- Fran Antico
Email:FranA@mtaofnj.org

Tel: 973-670-1277

NOTICE: The next MTA monthly meeting will be on
Monday, January 10th 2011 at the Whippany American
Legion Post, Legion Place, Whippany, NJ.
Refreshments at 7:00 PM, meeting begins at 8:00 PM.

Military Transport Association

MTA Meeting Minutes ~ December 13th 2011 th
Meeting opened at 8:03PM by MTA President Jim
Moore. Meeting commenced with the Pledge of
Allegiance followed by a few moments of silence for the
troops.
November 2010 minutes approved.
Meeting was well attended.
No Treasurer’s report
Parades/Events Report: Peter Schindo mentioned
that The Marine Goonie Birds organization needs help
moving approximately 1000 Toys for Tots on
Wednesday, December 15th. If any MTA members could
help, please contact Peter for details.
Newsletter Report: David Steinert thanked both
Harold Ratzburg and John Dwyer for their
contributions to the December newsletter.
Dave encouraged other members to submit articles
about many of the events that the MTA is involved in
that does not get coverage in the newsletter, such as the
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recent Veteran’s Day Parade in NYC and the Tank move in
Paterson. Just a few words and some pictures would be
sufficient.

Page 2

Website Report- George Wagner reports that there will
be a demo presented at the next meeting by him and Peter
Schindo demonstrating how to browse the MTA website
and the events page.
George also mentioned you can get a personal email
account on the MTA website also. See George if you are
interested.
Swap Meet for 2011 Report-Jim Moore reported that
logistics will be different this year at the Sussex
fairgrounds. Public parking will be in the front of the
fairgrounds and admission will be collected as attendees
walk through the gate.
More details will follow in upcoming meetings. Again,
the 2011 MTA Swap Meet will be on April 17th & 18th.
Railroad Operational Battalion: John Sobotka was not
in attendance, but Jack Pellington reports that the early
numbers on the collection of toys from the “Toys for Tots”
train drive was 5,413 toys, 1 boy’s and 2 girl’s bikes on
Saturday and 3,266 toys, including 14 bikes on Sunday for
a total of 8,679 toys and 17 bikes.
Additional toys will be collected later in the week, so
the final totals won’t be known until the next meeting. Jack
wanted to especially thank Scott Fletcher for loaning a
generator to light up the box car this year. Thank you Scott!
Old Business: There was a long discussion involving
Sheila Zelaskowski’s submission of an application for a
MTA donation to the “There and Back Again” organization.
This organization provides soldiers with an opportunity to
adjust to issues of returning home from overseas
deployment through the effects of Yoga and other
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consultation feedback. Unfortunately Sheila was not in
attendance to answer questions and our Vice President,
Ken Coanshock was unable to answer some of the more
difficult questions that were asked by our membership
about the organization. Most agreed that it sounded like a
worthwhile cause and a decision was made to let the
Executive Committee discuss the issues with Sheila and
then have them make the decision whether to donate $550
dollars to the organization.

Vinny Scwartz announced that his Viet Nam Gun
Truck Untouchable was running again. Great news Vinny!
The MTA had one new member in attendance and his
name is Tim Farrell…Welcome aboard Tim!
Having our President back to run the meeting this month,
the meeting didn’t end until 9:26PM…Ugh!
Submitted by David Steinert

New Business: Fred mentioned that longtime MTA
member Art Swain was going to have some serious
surgery after the Holidays and asked that the membership
keep Art in their prayers. Art get well soon!
The MTA Holiday Party is scheduled for Thursday,
February 17th 2011, 6:45PM at the Picatinny Arsenal
Officer’s Club. The dinner is free to MTA Members and
their spouses (or significant other) and if you would like to
bring additional people the cost would be $20 per person.

Since the February MTA Meeting falls on
Valentine’s Day this year, it was voted that there
would not be a meeting in February, just the
Holiday Dinner.
The MTA would like to thank John Trontis for his
donation of a U.S. Flag Kit and a POW Flag to the club.
Thank you John!
John Trontis also mentioned there are plans for a
History Fair on May 7th, 2011 at Allaire State Park in Spring
Lake, NJ. The History Fair would be a presentation of all
venues and periods of history and asked if any MTA
members would like to participate with their military
vehicles. There were several volunteers.
MTA of NJ Newsletter

Page 3

THE ULTIMATE MILITARY VEHICLE
COLLECTIABLE
By Harold “The Ole’ Geezer” Ratzburg
How is this for something to think about? What if you
won the lottery and could have any military vehicle in the
world as your very own that you could take to a rally and it
would draw more attention and photographers than any
other MV at the show? I ran a lot of possibilities through
my mind and came up with my pick, (and it is not a WWII
Jeep---like hey, I've got one, right?)
January 2011

How about owning and showing one of Adolf Hitler's
Mercedes Benz limousines?
Everyone who has ever watched the movies and
videos of WWII has seen the parades of big shinny black
Mercedes Benz automobiles that Hitler used to criss-cross
Europe after he gained control of most of the countries he
invaded.
Hitler had his own, specially designed cars for his own
personal use and records show that he ordered 44
Mercedes vehicles during his time in power.

driving range of only about 150 miles, but I'm sure that
Adolf never hurt for gas for his Mercedes, whichever one
he used. Equipped with independent front and back power
brakes that surpass U.S. safety requirements, the cars
could be lubricated while being driven by a couple of
pumps on a pedal on the drivers side.
Hitler's seat, next to the driver, was hinged, and it
could be lifted to expose a platform, about 3 inches high on
which Der Fuhrer could stand to do his thing during a
parade. There was also a grip on top of the windshield for
him to steady himself.

To be more specific about one order, in 1941, it
appears that Hitler ordered two or more 770K Mercedes
Benz cars equipped for his personal use. The cars were
20 feet long, and to the chassis was added a ton of armor
plate and bulletproof glass, which when loaded with 500
pounds of fuel, oil and radiator fluid, came to nearly 5 tons,
10,000 pounds of weight per car. The armor plate was ½inch thick and the glass was 1-1/4-inch thick. They say
that Hitler himself tested the glass for its penetration
resistance by firing a 9 mm Luger at it.

The engine in the 770-K MB, was a straight eight
engine with dual carburetors and dual ignition, two plugs
for each cylinder. Superchargers kicked in automatically
when the gas pedal was floored. In spite of this, about 100
MPH was probably the highest speed reached by these
cars. The cars were gas guzzlers and barely got 3 MPG,
so with a gas tank capacity of 51 gallons, the cars got a
MTA of NJ Newsletter
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Facing the passenger seat was a compartment in the
dashboard which held a pistol with the butt facing
toward Hitler so he could help protect himself if things got
dicey. Remember, there were 42 attempts on his life
during his brief reign of the Thousand Year Reich. Two
folding armrests added to his comfort.
Hitler had his own personal standard, or flag, that flew
on the right fender of his car when he was using it. In order
to impress visiting big shots, he allowed them to use his
car, but then his standard was flown on the left fender. (I
wonder what that little flag would be worth today on the
Nazi collectors market?)
Mercedes Benz made other, larger vehicles for Der
Fuhrer's use, such as the Mercedes Benz, 6 wheeled 770
G-4 Model which also appears in the old movies. These
were painted with camouflage paint, and used for his trips
into the field to visit his troops because they had better
cross country capability.
Toward the end of the war, US Troops captured a
number of Mercedes of various models. One Sergeant T3,
Joe Azara, of the 20th US Armored Division "found" one of
Hitler's cars on a railroad car in Salzburg, and after driving
January 2011

off the German snipers in the area, appropriated the car
and drove it away to his HQ. That car wound up being
painted olive drab, with a big white star on the back door,
and it was used by the Commanding General of the 20th
Armored instead of using his Jeep.

The 101st Airborne Division captured Berchtesgarden
and the area around the city which contained Hitler's
mountain hang out and the home of a number of big shot
Nazi's like Goering and Borman, so a number of shinny
black Mercedes automobiles became available to them.
(Remember the movie "Band of Brothers?) For a time the
GI's had a ball tooling around the Alps in these big fancy
cars and drinking the liberated German booze, but then
came the inevitable order from HQ----Turn the cars over to
Army control so that the higher officers could tool around in
the Alps. The GI's had to follow the orders, but as most all
troops are resourceful about things like that, they figured
ways to show their displeasure at such orders in ways that
no one could nail an individual for misbehavior.

that bullet proof either because 7 shots went right through
it.
I also remember reading somewhere that the troops
tested the survivability of another car by allowing it to run
off the side of a cliff. I don't imagine that it was of much
use to the Commanding Generals after that.
After the war, records show that only three of the cars
came to the USA by Military shipment and only one of the
three can presently be accounted for. That car is the one
that was captured by the 20th Armored Div. and it now
reposes in the Canadian War Museum in Ottawa, Canada.
The article about the car that I read, tells that the holes in
the glass and armor plate are still there, and since there
was no blood found in the area, the holes were
unexplainable. How about that?

Another information source tells that records show
that one of the cars was sold at US Army Surplus auction
in Aberdeen in 1946 for $2725.00. The whereabouts of
that vehicle now is unknown.
While researching Hitler's cars for this article, I came
across an interesting connection in Google which tells that
there are three of Hitler's cars----the big six wheeled G 4
models -----for sale somewhere, for only $9,000,000. (that
is nine million dollars) Since the cars have been appraised
at $3.3 million each, that is a saving of $900,000.00.
So there you have it----if you win the Lottery----go for it.

It’s Project Time
By Peter Schindo

What they did was conduct their own experiments on
the cars to see if what they heard about them was true.
One GI was able to report that the glass in the windshield
and doors was not really bullet proof to M1 Rifle fire.
Another reported that the armor plate in the doors was not
MTA of NJ Newsletter
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Now that winter is approaching, it’s time to start
“overhaulin” the vehicle and getting it ready for next year’s
parades and events. Drain the fluids, re-grease the fittings,
check the mechanical tolerances, etc.
But that really takes only one day if major repairs are
not required. So what can I do as a project? I could buy
another weapon but where would I put it? There’s no more
room on the roof of the HMMWV to do anything. And
people think the HMMWV is a huge vehicle. I need to do
something exciting …different…an eye catching project.
Yeah, there’s lots of stuff I can do! …Can’t think of a
thing! What I need are ideas. Big ideas, wild ideas, out of
the box ideas that will turn heads and get people talking. I
need to get in touch with an IDEA man. A visionary! A noJanuary 2011

holds barred type of a guy. That’s it, Vinnie Schwartz!
Yeah, he has lots of ideas that I can use. I’ll call him and
get a POW WOW going. He’ll get me on a real cool project
I can do this winter. Will let you know how it comes out in
the next newsletter…to be continued!

And now letters from our Adoptees…
John,
I want to thank you and Gail for the box:)
It was chock full of goodies. My SGM has a sweet tooth
for sweet and sours and when he saw the bag he was
almost dancing:)) I put the box out for the troops.
Not a lot left after 2 days:)) Thank you very much.
I just came back from Bagram on Sunday. I was
up there for a meeting. They live a whole lot better
than we do. They even had ice cream:) I happened to
be up there when Pres. Obama was there. I flew up
there but had the opportunity to ride back in a convoy
with one of our downtrace units. A twelve hr drive
and I recognized very shortly that there is not enough
room in an MATV to be comfortable in:)
I also am
realizing I am not as young as I used to be:) But the
troops liked it and I made some money with that unit
doing that. The Ring road isn't much of a road, and
there are burnt vehicles and containers all over the
place.
Bridges out, the road cratered from IED's.
makes for a lot of slow go. I saw a fortress that
Alexander the Great built during his stay:) Well gotta
go.
Thank you for the box, the troops appreciated
it. My best to Gail:)
Regards, Rick
Dear Colonel.
Thanks again! The box was really great, I say
was because I have passed it out already, the map
guys, Ops Center, mailroom, carpentry, Company Orderly
room and my office. I spread the wealth around., the
phone cards go to the junior enlisted. They are very
appreciative with the phone cards – just in time for
tomorrow-Thanksgiving. Please pass my sincere thanks
and the thanks of many 10th Mountain soldiers that a
just a little happier today.
Right now we are experiencing some shortages
across the board. That’s OK because we have a really
great support system, all of our families, friends,
and new friends that help us out. The NATO officers
are amazed at how much support comes from home.
Frankly, so are we, it’s really great. Letters and
packages from all over.
Thanks again, we are indebted to you and your
club.
Sincerely,
Walter Hill, SFC
Hello Sir,
I received a package two days ago and I have
been very busy, I'm just now getting around to
responding to my emails. Thanks again for your
support, its constantly like Christmas around here and
the boys are very thankful. Thanks again.
1SG Baker
Dear COL,
The box arrived today, thanks again for the
support. The folks around here appreciate the effort,
we're all enjoying the support from you and many other
people and organizations. The support is fantastic.
Thanks again. Have a Merry Christmas and a Happy
New Year.
Walter Hill SFC
10th Mountain Div
Hi Mr. Dwyer,
Yesterday I received my Christmas box and it
was WONDERFUL! Of course I shared the stockings and
treats with the ladies and they absolutely loved it.
We hung the stockings up around our room and posted
the cute cards and letters from the elementary
children up on the walls. I assured the ladies that I
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would thank you
Appreciated!

on

behalf

of

all

of

us.

Greatly

We all wish you and your family a very Safe and
Merry Christmas!
Take Care,
Henrietta
All,
I wanted to let you know that a care package arrived
today. Thank you or the letters from the kids and for the
stockings filled with goodies. It is appreciated and will be
distributed to Soldiers tonight. Have a blessed Christmas and
Happy New Year!!!
John S. Hargash
TACOM / PM - Soldier Weapons
Total Package Fielding - Small Arms
US Army (Ret.)
Kandahar, Afghanistan

For Sale-1958 CJ5 Stock, No body, No Seats, Good Frame,
Good Running Gear, Brakes Ok but need attention. There is a
windshield, glass & frame. This Jeep starts and runs, can drive

around with no problems. $800 and open to offers. Call Bob
201-226-9289 (7/10)
For Sale -1985 CUCV M1009 for sale, 62,140 Miles. Current NJ
inspection valid till 4/11. Trans and differentials serviced with new fluids
and seals. New fuel tank and straps. New fuel pump, new shocks, new
belts, cooling hoses, new brake hoses, silicone fluid installed. Truck is
complete with all lights, markers, trailer hitch with receptacle. Manual
included and some spare parts. Green camo pattern paint. Asking $5200.
Contact Gary Kuipers Sr. after 5pm weekdays and anytime weekends.
908-813-0090. (4/10)

FOR SALE-1999 GRACO G MAX Airless Paint Sprayer, with
extra hole, gun, filters, tips; $1500.00. ITW Ransburg
Electrostatic Paint Unit; $1000.00. Call John Peterson at 732-7776828 or email me at sandman9@optonline.net. (4/10)
For Sale-1952 M37 for parts, no engine, 1951 M37 in mint
shape, heat, winch, troop seats, 1968 M725 Jeep ambulance in
great shape, 1-ton trailer with bows, 2.5-ton w/winch, multi-fuel,
troop seats, runs great, needs sheet metal work. I’m looking for
halftrack parts, T16 carrier parts, 105 MM Howitzer. I will buy train
wrecks for cash.!! , or trade call me Dave at 1-917-567-6419.

For Sale- A 1973 AMG M35A2C White Multi-Fuel Engine, 32,795
miles, 1657.8 hours of run-time, drop-Sides, newly-installed siren
vinyl soft top over cab, newer heavy-duty military batteries, 11.00
x 20 Michelin X Tires (11 total) Convoy Light. The truck is in good
working condition and would be considered parade ready. The
paint is good, and there is very little rust. The tires were replaced
with 11.00 x 20 Michelin tires last year, and includes 1 spare. The
body of the truck is in good shape. The fuel gauge does not work
and the truck needs a new four-way flasher unit. The horn is not
working, but a rebuild kit will be included. You do not need a CDL
to drive this truck. It is road-ready and able to be driven; (it works
well as a moving truck, it just moved me from NJ to NY!) EXTRAS
INCLUDED: Spring loaded driver seat with new canvas included
(needs to be installed), Heater Kit (mostly complete), tow Bar,
Troop Seats, Bows and Vinyl Top and Ends, Working Two-Way
Military Radio and Antenna, many extra filters (fuel/oil), two Rifle
mounts in cab, spare master cylinder, ladder (to access bed of
truck). Additional spare parts in a box, $6,200 or Best offer. Call
Frank at (607) 267-2122. (11/10)
For Sale-2-1/2 ton Vietnam era troop seats, muliti fuel,

bows & winch. Runs great, needs a little cab work, $3500.
Ben Hale Trailer - 1 ton with bows, lightly rusted, $300.
1968 M725 Ambulance - very nice shape - everything is
there. Rear gas heater, fresh paint, European tires, $3,500.
M37 parts, complete truck, part out with winch. Halftrack
parts - call for your needs hood, doors, radiators, rims,
winch, lights, cab parts, armor, electrical etc. Call Dave
@917-567-6419, NY
For Sale-GRC 66 radio. Korean war era used in Jeeps and
armored vehicles. Includes three pieces- radio, 24v amp, aux.
radio, mount, canvas cover, antenna with base. Not tested. Best
offer. Call Rick (908)-689-1411.
For Sale-Body parts, some engine parts for M37, MB, GPW and
CJ Jeeps plus some wheels for a CJ. One bench seat for a 1953
Chevy pickup. Call Tom Weaver at (973)-627-9448.
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For Sale-I have just received some of the adjustable legs for
the rear of the M-101, ¾-ton trailers. These are new in the box
(NOS), CARC color, $40 each plus shipping. I'm in Zip 21071
(Maryland). E-mail at glengar@verizon.net, if interested. Tim
Clark.
For Sale: Looking for a military vehicle? From projects to
ground-up Restorations and everything in between!
Check out: WWW.USMILITARYVEHICLES.COM
WANTED----Canvas, (not Vinyl) door panels for the M151 Jeep.
No metal door frames needed, but panels should be in "decent"
condition. Harold Ratzburg Tel 973-887-2574. (11/10)
WANTED-Original seats for WC-51, any condition. Also any other
parts for same vehicle. Call Tom Virden at 304-269-4215.

Eastern Surplus & Equipment Co. is celebrating its 12th
year!
We are now offering 100% PARTS SUPPORT for 2½ TON and
5 TON ALL WHEEL DRIVE MILITARY VEHICLES Stocking a
large inventory of trucks, including: 2-½ ton M35A2 Turbo Diesel
powered all wheel drive in various body configurations; 2-½ ton
M35A3 upgraded trucks with Caterpillar Diesel engines and
Allison Automatic transmission; 5-ton M800 series, Cummins
Diesel powered, 6 x 6 trucks in Cab and Chassis, Long-MediumShort Frames, Dump Trucks, 5th Wheel Tractors, Hydraulic
Wreckers, Van Bodies-expandable, Cargo Beds-Flatbeds; 5-ton
M900 series; 5-ton with Naturally aspirated or Turbo charged
Cummins diesel engines, Allison Automatic transmission, single
tires We can EXPORT to any location, properly handle all
required export documentation, and provide approved
transportation to any US port for overseas shipment. Domestic
shipment offered to anywhere in the US. Services by our team of
mechanics in our modern shop include: Full rebuild, component
replacement, paint and more. We offer pickup and return
servicefor trucks to be repaired/rebuilt in our shop via self
unloading flatbed trailer. PAY-PAL online and credit cards now
accepted
Please take a look at our web page to see many of the parts
and trucks we have in stock http://www.easternsurplus.net
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Next MTA Meeting
Monday, January 10th
Whippany American Legion

Military Transport Association
Of North Jersey
P.O. Box 393
Budd Lake, NJ 07828

Military Transport Association of North Jersey
A Chapter of the Military Vehicle Preservation Association
The Military Transport Association of North Jersey is a nonprofit organization for people interested in collecting,
restoring, displaying, and operating historic military
vehicles. Members of the club participate in 15 to 20
parades every year as well as educational events, militaria
and truck shows, rallies, trail rides and visits to veteran’s
homes.
Members also participate in projects such as restoring a
jeep for the National Guard Museum, the National Night Out,
USMC Toys for Tots campaign, fund raising for the National
WWII and Korean War Memorials, Boy Scout projects, and
National Guard recruiting campaigns.
Meetings are held on the second Monday of every month
at the Whippany American Legion Hall, Legion Place,
Whippany, NJ. You can come between 7:00 and 7:30 p.m. to
eat pizza, sandwiches and enjoy other refreshments. Beer
and wine is available from the Legion Hall. The meeting
starts at 8:00 p.m. and is normally over by 9:00 p.m.
Join the MTA now and receive:
•
12 issues of the Motor Pool Messenger newsletter.
•
FREE classified sales and want ads in the
newsletter.
•
Notices of parades and events in which you can
participate.
•
FREE annual picnic and FREE annual pizza party.
•
FREE MTA embroidered patch (when you attend an
event).

MTA of NJ Newsletter

Page 8

To join the Military Transport Association, send this form
(or the same information on a blank sheet of paper) with
$20.00 annual membership dues ($25.00 for Family
Membership) to the address below. Dues are for the
calendar year.
Name______________________________________________
Address____________________________________________
City, State, Zip_______________________________________
Telephone (________)________________________________
Email______________________________________________
Military vehicle(s) owned_____________________________
Mail completed application with $20.00 annual dues to:

Military Transport Ass’n of North Jersey

P.O. Box 393
Budd Lake, NJ 07828
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