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ON THE COVER-MTA Member Ryan Schindo and his 1986
CUCV M1009 on display at last September’s Red Ball Show in
Gilbert, PA. (Picture courtesy of David Steinert).
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Treasurer-Ginnie McDevitt
Tel: 845-987-7896

Membership Chairman-Fred Schlesinger
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Email:fred@mtaofnj.us

Parade/Events Coordinator-Peter Schindo
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Tel: 908-852-4520

Newsletter Editor-Dave Steinert
Tel: 973-347-9091

Email:dsteinert@optonline.net

Web Master-George Wagner
Tel: 973-927-7616

Email:wagnergm@verizon.net

2011 Sussex Show Chairman- Fran Antico
Email:FranA@mtaofnj.org
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The next MTA monthly meeting will be on Monday,
March 14th 2011 at the Whippany American Legion
Post, Legion Place, Whippany, NJ. Refreshments at
7:00 PM, meeting begins at 8:00 PM.

The Annual MTA Dinner 2011

Military Transport Association

By John Dwyer

No February Meeting-No Minutes

NOTICE: Any members who are interested in taking a
bus trip to the MVPA convention August 3 - 6, Dayton,
Ohio, please contact Ken Coanshock at 732-541-1073.
If enough people are interested I'll check into pricing
and logistics
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On 17 February the MTA held its annual holiday
dinner at the Cannon Gate Club at Picatinny Arsenal. 127
members, guests and friends attended the affair. The buffet
dinner was carved roast beef and carved turkey joined by a
medley of hot side dishes, vegetables, and salad. Dessert
was layer cake or apple pie. (If you were patient you could
have both!!)
The dinner is held to thank the membership for their
efforts in parades, shows, and projects during the year. It
is also a chance to see each other in a social surrounding.
It was great to see Art Swain at the event recovering well
from his recent surgery.
Peter Schindo presented a video of the 2010 Toys for
Tots Train; John Sobotka presented plaques and awards to
several people who helped make the Toys Train a success;
Randy Emr and members of three veterans organizations
made presentations to the MTA in gratitude for the
assistance in moving the M60 tank in Paterson, NJ; the US
Marine Corps Reserve presented the MTA with a certificate
of appreciation for assistance with Toys For Tots.
A drawing was held for various prizes and gifts
donated by the MTA and some members. Prizes included
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military-themed DVD’s, New Jersey Lottery tickets, HBO
“Pacific” posters, and some various military surplus
items. One scratch-off ticket winner was reported to
have won $75 – and others may have won as well. The
evening ended about 10:00 PM.

Welcome to the new monthly newsletter corner,
“Where in the World is Bill Peaslee?” As many of us
know MTA member Bill Peaslee is noted for his uncanny
ability to appear at MV events throughout the United
States and the United Kingdom. I asked Bill to send me
a photo of himself at the events he goes to and I will
post it in the newsletter along with a blurb about the
event he attended.
To begin here’s a picture of Bill at the Southern
Outpost Military Vehicle Winter Rally & Swap Meet held
at the Market of Marion in Belleview, Florida on
February 11th to 13th, 2011…

Battle of the Bulge 2011
By John Dwyer
As has been our custom, seven of our MTA members
and I head out to Fort Indiantown Gap during the last week
in January to participate in the commemoration of the 1944
Battle of the Bulge. This year we had the added realism of
twelve to fifteen inches of snow added to the terrain – so it
really did look like the Ardennes 67 years ago.
There are three basic components of the Battle of the
Bulge event – cantonment life, the flea market, and the
tactical exercise. You can participate in one or all aspects
of the program.

The cantonment portion of the event involves living in
a rehabilitated WWII-type barracks – 30 beds to a floor and
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a gang-latrine on one end of the ground floor. The only
concession to the current day is that they are heated by a
fuel oil furnace rather than the coal fired furnace which
would have been there in WWII. Unshielded light bulbs
running down both sides of the bays provide the light –
which is always on too late at night and on too early in the
morning! Double steel frame bunks and metal wall lockers
are the only furnishings in the spartan buildings. If sleeping
with men is your thing, this may be right up your alley!

Activities around the barracks area include formal
classes on military and civilian subjects from the WWII era
- stuff like radio procedures, vehicle safety, photo
composition, naval rank identification, 1940’s drink
mixology and classes for female re-enactors about
makeup, hair styling, knitting…). Units practice weapons
drill and perform close-order drill, train new soldiers in the
wear of the uniform and maintenance of weapons, and
some units prepare meals in period field kitchens. Two
pay-as-you-go mess halls provide meals for the majority of
troops in the barracks. There are also clubs for both Axis
and Allied soldiers- one a French Café in “occupied
France” and the other an enlisted man’s club somewhere in
the rear area in Belgium. Both have live music, liquid
refreshment, and typical club fare.

There are also a number of unit parties that one can
attend. The event sponsors also host a 1940’s dinner
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dance in the post community club. These are the chance
for re-enactors to break out their best dress uniforms, for
the women to deck themselves out in 1940’s finery, and
dance, drink and party. For some, this is the entire reason
to attend the event. Picture a frat party where everyone has
guns.

The WWII Flea Market is one of the biggest in the
country, with most of the major uniform suppliers
represented at the event. You can arrive naked – not that it
is recommended – and leave fully dressed and equipped
as a soldier from any one of several nations represented in
WWII. Even 1940’s civilian clothing is available. Weapons
and live ammunition are prohibited, but you can buy blanks
of every kind and caliber. In additions to uniforms and
equipment, vendors sell DVD’s, pinups, crates, signs,
medals, watches, eyeglasses, military memorabilia… you
name it. Most of the vendors I saw were doing brisk
business, even in this slack economy.
The battle – or “tactical”- is staged on several hundred
acres of training area in the hills around Fort Indiantown
Gap. This area is
normally used for
training
infantry,
artillery, and Stryker
soldiers who are
getting ready to
deploy, and these
training areas offer
a realistic setting for
a
WWII
winter
battle. Miles from
the
main
post,
participants ride school busses to the staging areas. Some
members convoy in the vehicles they or their unit brought
to the event. With more than 600 soldiers to move, the
small number of WWII vehicles present could only
transport a small share. The nine-mile trip is made over
narrow, unpaved, and snow-covered range roads – a real
challenge in a school bus – and an adventure in a period
jeep.
Allied and Axis troops are dropped at different points
and begin their preparation for battle. The battle is
designed so one side normally defends one day, and
attacks the following day. Hits are determined on an honor
system – although real ammo would be a more accurate
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way to gauge hits, it would cut down on attendance on day
two dramatically. Units maneuver, shoot, communicate and
attempt to gain advantage over the other side while
maintaining order and control over their own soldiers. The
terrain is realistic and the weather not very forgiving –
especially with six to ten inches of snow hiding many of the
holes and rocks!
Meals in the field must be carried. Food is eaten in the
time between moves, or during a lull in the action. Latrines
are where you dig them. Injuries are not common, but they
do (and did) occur, and medical personnel are on-hand, as
are civilian ambulances.
Axis and Allied commanders will agree when to end
the exercise. This year the day one battle was cut short
because of excessive injuries (falls, cuts, broken bones) to
the disappointment of many. The second day went more
smoothly with fewer injuries.

Military Vehicles in Guatemala
By Dave Ahl

The MTA contingent was joined by three more MTA
members on Saturday who came out to shop the flea
market, but did not participate in the barracks or battle. Due
to the 14-15 inches of snow that fell across New Jersey
and the East Coast on Thursday before the event, the
number of military vehicles was the smallest number at the
operation in years. The Axis had a couple of Ford trucks, a
communications van, a couple of Kubelwagons, and a
couple of motorcycles. The Allies had a single halftrack, a
ton and a half truck, three ¾-tons, several jeeps, and a
single motorcycle. The company street looked very empty
where normally it would be crowded with parked military
vehicles. I did bring my 1944 Willys MB litter carrier – which
I loaned out to serve as an evacuation vehicle- but I
choose to walk in order to get photographs with the troops.
We will be going back to Indiantown Gap again in March
for the Battle of Nordwind, and hopefully more
photographs! If you are interested in joining us for an
event, you may contact me at: dirt@eclipse.net
My photographs from this year are located here:

Historically, no Central American country has any
motor vehicle production of its own and, since WWII the
U.S. has been selling, lending, and giving its surplus
military vehicles, including armor, to these countries. The
U.S. also has a policy of not selling surplus armor to its
own citizens. Where then must a collector go to get a
tank? Either Europe or Central America. Well, it’s a lot
cheaper to haul a tank from, say, Guatemala by road
through Mexico back to the U.S. than it is to ship it by sea
from France. So Guatemala, being the northernmost
Central American country, has become a major supplier of
40s, 50s, and 60s vintage tanks to U.S. armor collectors.
Not too many years ago, one member of the MTA bought
fourteen WWII and 50s vintage tanks from Guatemala,
which he restored and sold to other collectors. (Sadly, one
did not find its way into my yard).

http://smg.photobucket.com/albums/v79/doctordirt/Bulge%202011/

Do people in Guatemala collect military vehicles? I
didn’t think so. There is no collector group there affiliated
with the MVPA and when I asked on previous mission trips
to the country, my question was met with blank stares.
However, last year when we were leaving the airport on
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Sunday, March 1 for another mission trip, there were signs
promoting a car show at the local craft market. As we had
some free time, we stopped and, lo-and-behold, mixed in
with the old Volkswagens, Fords, and Toyotas were nine or
ten assorted military vehicles. These were by no means the
typical MV’s you’d find at a show here in the US. Yes, there
were a few jeeps (two M151A2s and a CJ-5 lamely
masquerading as an M38A1). There was an M925 (or
possibly an M813) 5-ton cargo truck painted white. But
after these ‘ordinary’ vehicles, one found some other
fascinating vehicles indeed.
In the early 70s, with the Sandinista insurrection
raging in Nicaragua and the US unwilling to sell its latest
armor to other countries in the area, Guatemala undertook
to develop its own armored personnel carrier/
reconnaissance vehicle using mostly standard commercial
components. The resulting vehicle, the Armadillo is
generally similar to the Cadillac Gage V-100 Commando
APC. The first prototype Armadillo was completed in June
1981 by the Servicio de Material De Guerra (SMG) in
Guatemala City. The first five production vehicles were
completed in 1983 and five batches, each of three vehicles,
have been completed since then.
The Armadillo uses a Detroit Diesel Model 6V-53
water cooled engine producing 212 bhp and from vehicle
#10 on, the more powerful 6V-475 (automatic) or MT 643
(manual) transmission has four forward and one reverse
gear. Maximum road speed is 100 km/h (62mph) and
maximum Range is 1,200 km (745 miles).
The hull is of welded steel construction with the
commander and driver seated at the front of the vehicle.
The troop compartment is in the center with the engine at
the rear. Mounted on the top of the hull is a cupola with
roof hatches that open right and left. Some vehicles, such
as the early one at the show, have a one-man manually
operated turret with mountings for 12.7 mm and 7.62 mm
machine guns.
This show also included a U.S. M8 Greyhound
armored car and a couple of interesting Israeli Military
vehicles from the 1970s, making the event a most
interesting start to our week of missionary work in
Guatemala.

And now letters from our Adoptees…
Sir,
Thank you so much for the goodies box. It just
so happened that the day after I received the
box, there was a platoon cookout. I took it out
to the BBQ where it was a big hit with the guys
and they greatly appreciated it. Care packages
are always welcomed no matter who sends them, or
what’s in them. It shows that people back home
are thinking of them.
Thank you for the support,
2LT Lauren De Jesus
John,
Just wanted to jump on here and say thank
you for the box of goodies. Thank the guys that
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put this together from me and for caring about
Soldiers.
Bob,
Lainhart, Robert C MSG NG NG"
-------------------------Sent using BlackBerry
Sir,
My name is 1LT Joseph Halter.
I am from
Hackensack, NJ and I recently received a package
from your MTA office. I wanted to thank you for
your support and let you know that the snacks
were much appreciated by myself and the rest of
the 2nd Brigade Combat Team STRIKE Soldiers that
work in my operations center. The member of your
association that put my address in was Mr. John
(goes by Jack) Shuart. My family has been next
door neighbors to him and his family for as long
as I can remember. I don't have his email
address otherwise I would send this to him as
well. Again, thank you for taking the time to
ship this out to me. The little things really
do make a big difference over here, especially
when you're not expecting anything.
v/r,
Joseph Halter
1LT, AR
Squadron AS
41st Squadron, 75th Cavalry Regiment
(WIDOWMAKERS)
2nd Brigade Combat Team, 101st Airborne Division
(STRIKE)
Caveats: FOUO

Any we say a sad goodbye to:

John Edward Eklund
We are sad to report
that John Eklund, former
USMC Marine and MTA
Member, an active member
of the Central Jersey Military
Vehicle Association and the
54th Viet Nam Living History
Group, passed away on
February 27th 2011.
John was born in
Kansas City, Kansas, but
has lived in Plainfield, NJ for
the past 10 years. He joined
the Marine Corps in 1974
and served in the USMC
Reserve
before
being
discharged in 1980. He was
a graduate of Durham Technical Community College in
Durham, NC.
Up to a few years ago John was a very active member
of the MTA. He was always kind, patient and friendly and
always there to lend a helping hand at many of the events that
the MTA was involved in. He leaves us at the very young age
of 55. He will be sorely missed by many of us.
The MTA wishes condolences to his wife, Reverend
Carolyn Eklund and the rest of his surviving family
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shocks, new belts, cooling hoses, new brake hoses, silicone fluid
installed. Truck is complete with all lights, markers, trailer hitch
with receptacle. Manual included and some spare parts. Green
camo pattern paint. Asking $5200. Contact Gary Kuipers Sr. after
5pm weekdays and anytime weekends. 908-813-0090. (4/10)

To add or remove listings from the Classifieds, please
email Dave Steinert at dsteinert@optonline.net or call
973-347-9091
For Sale: 1952 Dodge M-37, rebuilt engine with about 40 miles
on rebuild. Runs good. Body needs minor work. Has hard top on
now but have all frame work and canvas for soft top. Clear N.J.
title. Garage kept. Call Jim Mundy at 609-889-0907(home) or 973713-9190(cell) (2/11)
For Sale-1951 M38 4-cylinder Army Jeep. Has had frame-up
restoration and garage kept. Bikini top, winter top doors, 24V
system and has original tool kit with tools. Parade ready and
trophy winner. $12,999. Call Jack White (908)-647-3367 or cell
phone at (908)-448-7432. (2/11)
For Sale - M416 1/4 ton trailer. 1967 Stevens, completely
disassembeled, sandblasted, primed with Red Oxide, repainted with
Gilispie 24087 and reassembeled with new nuts & bolts. New bearings,
races, shocks, tires, tubes, flaps were also used. Markings are all orginal
#'s taken off trailer before sandblast and currently put back on with vinyl
decals that can easily be removed. Tail lights are 12V Wrangler style but
not yet hooked up. Trailer comes with a mounted Spare, vinyl cover and
a clear Pa. title & is stored inside since 2006.
Located just 2.5 miles from Gilbert, Pa.. $975.00 obo.......e-mail
ParksWR@ptd.net
12/10
For Sale- A 1973 AMG M35A2C White Multi-Fuel Engine, 32,795 miles,
1657.8 hours of run-time, drop-Sides, newly-installed siren vinyl soft top
over cab, newer heavy-duty military batteries, 11.00 x 20 Michelin X Tires
(11 total) Convoy Light. The truck is in good working condition and would
be considered parade ready. The paint is good, and there is very little
rust. The tires were replaced with 11.00 x 20 Michelin tires last year, and
includes 1 spare. The body of the truck is in good shape. The fuel gauge
does not work and the truck needs a new four-way flasher unit. The horn
is not working, but a rebuild kit will be included. You do not need a CDL to
drive this truck. It is road-ready and able to be driven; (it works well as a
moving truck, it just moved me from NJ to NY!) EXTRAS INCLUDED:
Spring loaded driver seat with new canvas included (needs to be
installed), Heater Kit (mostly complete), tow Bar, Troop Seats, Bows and
Vinyl Top and Ends, Working Two-Way Military Radio and Antenna, many
extra filters (fuel/oil), two Rifle mounts in cab, spare master cylinder,
ladder (to access bed of truck). Additional spare parts in a box, $6,200
or Best offer. Call Frank at (607) 267-2122. (11/10)
For Sale-2-1/2 ton Vietnam era troop seats, muliti fuel, bows &
winch. Runs great, needs a little cab work, $3500. Ben Hale Trailer - 1
ton with bows, lightly rusted, $300. 1968 M725 Ambulance - very nice
shape - everything is there. Rear gas heater, fresh paint, European tires,
$3,500. M37 parts, complete truck, part out with winch. Halftrack parts call for your needs hood, doors, radiators, rims, winch, lights, cab parts,
armor, electrical etc. Call Dave @917-567-6419, NY

For Sale-GRC 66 radio. Korean war era used in Jeeps and
armored vehicles. Includes three pieces- radio, 24v amp, aux.
radio, mount, canvas cover, antenna with base. Not tested. Best
offer. Call Rick (908)-689-1411.
For Sale-Body parts, some engine parts for M37, MB, GPW and
CJ Jeeps plus some wheels for a CJ. One bench seat for a 1953
Chevy pickup. Call Tom Weaver at (973)-627-9448.
For Sale -1985 CUCV M1009 for sale, 62,140 Miles. Current NJ
inspection valid till 4/11. Trans and differentials serviced with new
fluids and seals. New fuel tank and straps. New fuel pump, new
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FOR SALE-1999 GRACO G MAX Airless Paint Sprayer, with
extra hole, gun, filters, tips; $1500.00. ITW Ransburg
Electrostatic Paint Unit; $1000.00. Call John Peterson at 732-4851555 or email me at awol@ptd.net. (4/10)
For Sale-1952 M37 for parts, no engine, 1951 M37 in mint
shape, heat, winch, troop seats, 1968 M725 Jeep ambulance in
great shape, 1-ton trailer with bows, 2.5-ton w/winch, multi-fuel,
troop seats, runs great, needs sheet metal work. I’m looking for
halftrack parts, T16 carrier parts, 105 MM Howitzer. I will buy train
wrecks for cash.!! , or trade call me Dave at 1-917-567-6419.

For Sale-I have just received some of the adjustable legs for
the rear of the M-101, ¾-ton trailers. These are new in the box
(NOS), CARC color, $40 each plus shipping. I'm in Zip 21071
(Maryland). E-mail at glengar@verizon.net, if interested. Tim
Clark.
For Sale: Looking for a military vehicle? From projects to
ground-up Restorations and everything in between!
Check out: WWW.USMILITARYVEHICLES.COM
WANTED- one or two 3/4-ton Dodge Combat Wheels with or
without tires. Call Joe (201)-803-3192.
WANTED-Original seats for WC-51, any condition. Also any other
parts for same vehicle. Call Tom Virden at 304-269-4215.

Eastern Surplus & Equipment Co. is celebrating its 12th
year!
We are now offering 100% PARTS SUPPORT for 2½ TON and
5 TON ALL WHEEL DRIVE MILITARY VEHICLES Stocking a
large inventory of trucks, including: 2-½ ton M35A2 Turbo Diesel
powered all wheel drive in various body configurations; 2-½ ton
M35A3 upgraded trucks with Caterpillar Diesel engines and
Allison Automatic transmission; 5-ton M800 series, Cummins
Diesel powered, 6 x 6 trucks in Cab and Chassis, Long-MediumShort Frames, Dump Trucks, 5th Wheel Tractors, Hydraulic
Wreckers, Van Bodies-expandable, Cargo Beds-Flatbeds; 5-ton
M900 series; 5-ton with Naturally aspirated or Turbo charged
Cummins diesel engines, Allison Automatic transmission, single
tires We can EXPORT to any location, properly handle all
required export documentation, and provide approved
transportation to any US port for overseas shipment. Domestic
shipment offered to anywhere in the US. Services by our team of
mechanics in our modern shop include: Full rebuild, component
replacement, paint and more. We offer pickup and return
servicefor trucks to be repaired/rebuilt in our shop via self
unloading flatbed trailer. PAY-PAL online and credit cards now
accepted
Please take a look at our web page to see many of the parts
and trucks we have in stock http://www.easternsurplus.net
Dark Angel Graphics 908-745-8137 Apparel: T-Shirts, Hats,
Fleece, Crewneck Sweatshirts, Hoodies, Sweatpants &
Jackets. Vinyl: Signs, Graphics, Banners, Store Signage,
Logos, Coroplast, Window Vinyl & much more. Supplier of
MTA Show Shirts & Club Shirts. Super great prices.
Discounts for Military, Veterans, & MTA members. Our
Prices cannot be beat. Ask for Chris McHugh.
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Next MTA Meeting
th
Monday, March 14 2011
Whippany American Legion

Military Transport Association
Of North Jersey
P.O. Box 393
Budd Lake, NJ 07828

Military Transport Association of North Jersey
A Chapter of the Military Vehicle Preservation Association
The Military Transport Association of North Jersey is a non-profit
organization for people interested in collecting, restoring,
displaying, and operating historic military vehicles. Members of the
club participate in 15 to 20 parades every year as well as
educational events, militaria and truck shows, rallies, trail rides and
visits to veteran’s homes.
Members also participate in projects such as restoring a jeep for
the National Guard Museum, the National Night Out, USMC Toys for
Tots campaign, fund raising for the National WWII and Korean War
Memorials, Boy Scout projects, and National Guard recruiting
campaigns.
Meetings are held on the second Monday of every month at the
Whippany American Legion Hall, Legion Place, Whippany, NJ. You
can come between 7:00 and 7:30 p.m. to eat pizza, sandwiches and
enjoy other refreshments. Beer and wine is available from the
Legion Hall. The meeting starts at 8:00 p.m. and is normally over by
9:00 p.m.
Join the MTA now and receive:
•
12 issues of the Motor Pool Messenger newsletter.
•
FREE classified sales and want ads in the newsletter.
•
Notices of parades and events in which you can
participate.
•
FREE annual picnic and FREE annual pizza party.
•
FREE MTA embroidered patch (when you attend an event).
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To join the Military Transport Association, send this form (or the
same information on a blank sheet of paper) with $20.00 annual
membership dues ($25.00 for Family Membership) to the address
below. Dues are for the calendar year.
Name______________________________________________
Address____________________________________________
City, State, Zip_______________________________________
Telephone (________)________________________________
Email______________________________________________
Military vehicle(s) owned_____________________________
Mail completed application with $20.00 annual dues to:

Military Transport Ass’n of North Jersey

P.O. Box 393
Budd Lake, NJ 07828
March 2011

