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ON THE COVER-An American Convoy makes its way to the
front at the 2011 Operation Nordwind at Fort Indiantown Gap,
Pa. (Picture courtesy of John Dwyer).

MTA 2011 Officers and Staff
President- Jim Moore
Email: jmoore@mtaofnj.us

Tel: 973-738-4624

Vice President-Ken Coanshock
Tel: 732-541-1073
Email:37mmgunner@earthlink.net

Treasurer-Ginnie McDevitt
Tel: 845-987-7896

Membership Chairman-Fred Schlesinger
Tel:908-617-5066

Email:fred@mtaofnj.us

Club Parade and Events Report: Peter Shindo reported
that contracts are currently being offered by various towns
and municipalities for their Memorial Day and Fourth of
July parades. The club has been invited to the Scranton,
PA, Memorial Day Parade. Peter passed around a clip
board of parades that we currently have contracts on
looking for those members who can attend.
Membership badges were handed out to thos
members who had their pictures taken at the MTA Holiday
Dinner in February. If you need a membership badge,
please contact Peter.

Parade/Events Coordinator-Peter Schindo
Tel: 201-444-3198
Email:schindop@optonline.net
Recording Secretary-Gary Schultz
Email:grsschultz@aol.com

Tel: 908-852-4520

Newsletter Editor-Dave Steinert
Tel: 973-347-9091

Email:dsteinert@optonline.net

Web Master-George Wagner
Tel: 973-927-7616

MTA Vice President Ken Coanshock presented
the details of both January and February treasury report.
This was followed by a lengthy discussion about
the time that’s spent while Ken reads the treasury report in
detail at every meeting. A suggestion was made that are
lengthy meetings could be shortened if Ken read only the
opening and closing balances on the accounts. The point
was made by Ken that the club needs to be accountable for
the allotment and disposition of its money, so that any
questions from members on the amount of money spent on
services and items bought can be quickly dispelled. After
about a 20 minute discussion (far longer than it takes Ken
to read the treasury report), a motion was made and
passed to have Ken continue reading the complete details
of each month’s treasury report.

Email:wagnergm@verizon.net

2011 Sussex Show Chairman- Fran Antico
Email:FranA@mtaofnj.org

Tel: 973-670-1277

The next MTA monthly meeting will be on Monday,
April 11th 2011 at the Whippany American Legion Post,
Legion Place, Whippany, NJ. Refreshments at 7:00 PM,
meeting begins at 8:00 PM.

Military Transport Association
Meeting Minutes for March 14th 2011

The March 14th 2011 MTA Meeting was called to
order at 8:02PM by President Jim Moore and began with
the Pledge of Allegiance followed by a moment of silence
in remembrance of those who have made the Ultimate
Sacrifice defending our country and for those currently
serving.
There was no February meeting, so there were no
minutes to approve.

MTA Newsletter Report: Dave Steinert thanked John
Dwyer and Dave Ahl for their contributing articles in the
March newsletter. He announced that a new column,
contributed by Ken Coanshock called “Where in the World
is Bill Peaslee?” would occasionally appear in future
newsletters. We were lucky enough to have Bill at the
meeting this night, but I’m sure he has his bags packed
and ready for his next adventure.
Dave also mentioned that members who haven’t
paid their dues would no longer get their newsletter after
the MTA Military Swap Meet on April 16th & 17th.
MTA Membership Chairman Report: Fred Schlesinger
reported we now have 111 paid members and reinforced
Dave Steinert’s comment about the deadline for the 2011
membership dues being April 17th.
So please check your address label on the
front of this newsletter. If it reads “2010”, you need to
renew your dues to continue being a MTA member.
The Adoptees Report: John Dwyer reported that a small
battalion of the New Jersey National Guard was recently
deployed overseas and packages would soon be
distributed to some of those soldiers. John reminds
everyone if you know of a friend or relative that is currently
serving our country, he can arrange for a package be sent
to them. Also, if the club is currently sending a package to
someone you know that has returned stateside, please let
John know so he can discontinue sending them packages.
A motion was made and passed to move $5000
from the Swap Meet account into the Adoptees account for
future needs.
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Quartermaster’s Report: Jim Moore reports that more of
the tan club T-shirts ($12.00 to members) and sweatshirts
($20.00 to members) are in and large MTA logo magnets
will arrive shortly.
A short discussion followed about what price to
charge the public at the show for the T-shirts and
sweatshirts. The price agreed upon was $15.00 for T-shirts
and $25.00 for sweatshirts.
MTA Swap Meet Committee Report: Fran Antico reports
that plans for the Swap Meet are proceeding on course.
Members from CERT and the Civil Air Patrol will be there
again this year to help out where needed. This year there
will be a Blood Mobile parked before entering the event
and those who give blood will get a free admission to the
show.
Dennis Vecchiarelli has volunteered to show his
M38 Jeep at the Chatterbox restaurant at the intersection
of Route 15 and Route 206. Final plans are being made to
have a Black Hawk Helicopter land sometime during the
show. Press releases were sent out on March 13th.
Scott Fleck reports that the tent for registration of
display vehicles will be in the same location as last year.
Hang tags will be available for MTA members working or
displaying at the show.
Fran mention that there are VIP cards available to
members which can be given to friends to get $1.00 off the
entrance fee. It’s asked that you put your name on the back
of the cards and the MTA member that has the most cards
handed in will be eligible for a prize.
There was a short discussion about the club
getting rain insurance again this year, but it was voted
down by the majority of the members after some very good
points made by Fred and Jim against acquiring it.
Old Business: Nada
New Business: There was a discussion about how the
club is spending its money. Points were made by a few that
we need to distribute more money towards charitable
organizations that are recognize by the club’s Mission
Statement. Most members agreed and ideas will be
presented in future meetings.
Jack McDevitt reports that after this year, his wife Ginnie
will continue to maintain the club’s finances, but she will no
longer be the keeper of the club’s check book.
The MTA welcome new member Pete Woolse…Welcome
Pete!
Meeting ended at 10:01pm (Ugh!)
Minutes submitted by Dave Steinert

NOTICE: Any members who are interested in taking a
bus trip to the MVPA convention August 3 - 6, Dayton,
Ohio, please contact Ken Coanshock at 732-541-1073.
If enough people are interested I'll check into pricing
and logistics
MTA of NJ Newsletter
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The LARC-LX
By Harold “The Ole Geezer” Ratzburg
So there I was, cruising west on SR16, out of St
Augustine, FL, when I noticed, beside the road, the
BIGGEST, wheeled U.S. Army vehicle I had ever seen. It
was parked in front of the Military Museum of North Florida
in Green Cove Springs, FL, as an attention getter for the
museum, and believe me, it really got my attention. Of
course, being in the Military Vehicle hobby, anything that is
OD gets my attention, but this thing had lettered on its side
"U.S. Army LARC-LX 46". And…it was BIG!..and on
wheels!
At this time, my little Frau and I were on our way to
a BBQ cook off, but I knew I would have to come back.
On a return trip to the site, I was able to really look
the vehicle over and visit the museum and meet some of
the volunteer Veterans that were working there and kept
the place in operation.
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The big vehicle was a LARC-LX, which stands for
"Lighter, Amphibious Resupply, Cargo, 60 ton",…and so,
yes…it also floats.
The LARC-LX was used to transport wheeled and
tracked vehicles, including beach preparation equipment
and general cargo from ship to shore or to supply points
inland. It was also capable of transporting 40-foot shipping
containers which could be landed from the LARC either by
crane, straddle carriers, or rollers. Because it was so big, it
was the only amphibious vehicle in the U.S. Army service
capable of landing on a beach through surf.

propellers, which propelled the vehicles in the water. Its
top speed was 20 mph on land or 7.5 mph when it was
afloat.
The operator drove from a small cab on the port
(left side ---for us land-lubbers) on the rear of the vehicle.
Size wise, the LARC as a wheeled vehicle is BIG.
Its length is over 62 feet, its width is over 26 feet and its
height is 19 feet. Kind of like the size of a billboard when
you look at it from the side.
The first LARC type vehicle had its maiden voyage
in 1952 in Washington State. The first action they saw was
in 1967 when they were sent to Vietnam to support the
101st Airborne and the 1st Cavalry Division in 1968.
The last amphibious LARC company in the U.S.
Army was deactivated in 2001, so they had a service life of
49 years. I don't know how many LARC's were built, but to
my personal knowledge, only two remain, the one in Green
Cove Springs and another in the Marshall Museum in
Overloon, Netherlands.

As big as it was, the LARC-LX was carried as deck
cargo on a commercial vessel or heavy lift ship to where it
was needed overseas.
The LARC is a welded steel hulled amphibious
cargo vehicle. It could carry up to 100 tons of cargo or 200
people, but a more typical load was 60 tons of cargo or 120
people.

The vehicle was powered by four 265 hp GMC
diesel engines positioned in the sides of the hull, each of
which drove one wheel on land. Pairs of engines were
coupled to drive each of the two 1.2 meter diameter
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A retired USMC Sergeant Major Earl Salmons
working at the museum told me what happened to some
40 of the old war vehicles in Vietnam. When they were no
longer needed, they were piloted out into the Pacific Ocean
and sunk, of use only to the fishes to hide in. It kind of
brings a tear to my eye, but that's the way it is in this world.
The LARC parked by the museum has an
interesting history, as told to me by the curator, Herb
Speidelman, (Lt Col, USMC Ret.)
It seems that the government decided that old
LARC No. 46 needed a rebuild at one point in its career.
The Government then spent like $400,000 on the rebuild
and then decided to sell it off as surplus. (Notice a little
waste of funds here?) Along came a man from New
Jersey, a casket maker of all things, who must have made
a lot of money at what he was doing. The man owned an
island somewhere down in the tropics and wanted a LARC
to help with construction work, so he bid on it and won it.
Something went wrong and he parked No.46 about two or
three miles from the Museum
It stood there for about eight years. The Vets
working at the museum noticed it of course, and proceeded
to nag the guy about donating it to the museum instead of
April 2011

letting it set where it was and just rot away, unseen
and unappreciated. Eventually, the man gave in and made
the donation and the Vets had a big bill board sized vehicle
to park by the road.
Then came the problem of moving the OD vehicle.
After setting for 8 years or more, the main diesel fuel tank
was fouled up and unreliable to hold clean fuel, so the
resourceful Vets modified each of the engines----one for
each wheel----so that a five gallon fuel can could feed the
diesel for running the couple of miles to the museum.
Of course, driving a 26 foot wide vehicle down a
two lane highway uses up a lot of the available roadway, so
permits had to be obtained from local traffic officials and
police cars were needed for escort and traffic control. I
wish I could have been there for the big day because it
must have been quite a sight to see it rolling along on its
own. (See the photo connected to this article.) The LARC
is certainly not a parade type vehicle to be privately
owned.
I have made a big deal about the nearby LARC as
a big military vehicle, but I would like to emphasize that the
museum by which it stands is well worth a visit. The
museum has an excellent collection of other military
vehicles,----trucks, jeeps, trailers, etc,---- parked around the
outside of the large Quonset hut which is the museum's
main building. The mementos inside are gathered with the
idea of "Honoring Those Who Serve",…and they do the job
nicely, covering all branches of service, our
nation's POWs, and most all time periods.

The Volunteer Vets who have put it all together
have done a great job and I admire them for it.
On the weekday that I returned to visit, there were
about 6 Vets there, like Frank Haggard, USN, scraping
paint from a vintage life boat, or building stuff to make the
museum more complete and enjoyable, and I salute their
efforts.
One of the things that struck me when I arrived
was the abundance of old U.S. Army ammo boxes for
artillery shells. It seemed that every wall or divider inside
and outside the building was made up of stacked ammo
boxes. I asked the guys there how that came about and
they told me that all the boxes were donated by Camp
MTA of NJ Newsletter
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Blanding Joint Training Facility which is located about five
miles west on SR16. Camp Blanding was a WWII Infantry
training base and has remained a training facility since
then. Evidently, they trained Artillery troops also and had
literally mountains of old wooden ammo boxes that they
were happy to be rid of. The Vets told me that they were
able to haul truck load after truck load of boxes away for
use in the museum.
So that's it, Folks. If you get a chance to visit
Florida and want to see what I consider the biggest U.S.
Army wheeled vehicle plus a fine museum, set your GPS to
----1 Bunker Ave, Green Cove Springs, FL----and away you
go.

The Festival will take place in Downtown Butler and at the
Butler County Fairgrounds along Route 422, just west of
Butler. Our goal is to create a premier annual event that
attracts Jeep enthusiasts from all over the Mid-Atlantic
region.
April 2011
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And from our Adoptees…
Hi Mr. Dwyer,
Hope all is well. I am fine. I received the
box you sent me yesterday. Once again, the box was
wonderful!
And, it is always a joy to read your
letters, lol. The ladies are really going to hate to
see me leave. ;-) I am scheduled to redeploy next
week.
John Hargash from Kandahar will relocate to
Bagram and remain here for the next couple of weeks;
Daniel Campbell will arrive shortly after. Gary Story
will replace John in Kandahar.
The ladies and I would like to thank you and
the Military Transport Association, along with all of
the other organizations for your thoughtfulness and
generosity.
We truly enjoyed all of the goodies.
Your
support
really
meant
a
lot!
;-)
Take Care,
Henrietta
COL (Ret) Dwyer,
Thank you very much for the box of munchies.
The fellas and I were surprised by all the great
treats!!
While we have access to a Post Exchange,
receiving letters and boxes of goodies from the home
front certainly lifts the spirits.
As a military history enthusiast, I am encouraged by
your organization's committment to acquiring and
preserving military vehicles. I'll have to coordinate
with my brother to visit your Military Transportaion
Association the next time I visit New Jersey.
Thank you again.
Very Respectfully,
Mark

ladder (to access bed of truck). Additional spare parts in a box, $6,200
or Best offer. Call Frank at (607) 267-2122. (11/10)
For Sale-2-1/2 ton Vietnam era troop seats, muliti fuel, bows &
winch. Runs great, needs a little cab work, $3500. Ben Hale Trailer - 1
ton with bows, lightly rusted, $300. 1968 M725 Ambulance - very nice
shape - everything is there. Rear gas heater, fresh paint, European tires,
$3,500. M37 parts, complete truck, part out with winch. Halftrack parts call for your needs hood, doors, radiators, rims, winch, lights, cab parts,
armor, electrical etc. Call Dave @917-567-6419, NY

For Sale-GRC 66 radio. Korean war era used in Jeeps and
armored vehicles. Includes three pieces- radio, 24v amp, aux.
radio, mount, canvas cover, antenna with base. Not tested. Best
offer. Call Rick (908)-689-1411.
For Sale-Body parts, some engine parts for M37, MB, GPW and CJ
Jeeps plus some wheels for a CJ. One bench seat for a 1953 Chevy
pickup. Call Tom Weaver at (973)-627-9448.
FOR SALE-1999 GRACO G MAX Airless Paint Sprayer, with extra
hole, gun, filters, tips; $1500.00. ITW Ransburg Electrostatic
Paint Unit; $1000.00.
Call John Peterson at 732-485-1555 or email me at
awol@ptd.net.
For Sale-1952 M37 for parts, no engine, 1951 M37 in mint shape, heat,
winch, troop seats, 1968 M725 Jeep ambulance in great shape, 1-ton
trailer with bows, 2.5-ton w/winch, multi-fuel, troop seats, runs great,
needs sheet metal work. I’m looking for halftrack parts, T16 carrier parts,
105 MM Howitzer. I will buy train wrecks for cash.!! , or trade
call
me Dave at 1-917-567-6419.
For Sale-I have just received some of the adjustable legs for the rear of
the M-101, ¾-ton trailers. These are new in the box (NOS), CARC color,
$40 each plus shipping. I'm in Zip 21071 (Maryland). E-mail at
glengar@verizon.net, if interested. Tim Clark.

To add or remove listings from the Classifieds, please
email Dave Steinert at dsteinert@optonline.net or call
973-347-9091
For Sale: 1952 Dodge M-37, rebuilt engine with about 40 miles
on rebuild. Runs good. Body needs minor work. Has hard top on
now but have all frame work and canvas for soft top. Clear N.J.
title. Garage kept. Call Jim Mundy at 609-889-0907(home) or 973713-9190(cell) (2/11)
For Sale-1951 M38 4-cylinder Army Jeep. Has had frame-up
restoration and garage kept. Bikini top, winter top doors, 24V
system and has original tool kit with tools. Parade ready and
trophy winner. $12,999. Call Jack White (908)-647-3367 or cell
phone at (908)-448-7432. (2/11)
For Sale- A 1973 AMG M35A2C White Multi-Fuel Engine, 32,795 miles,
1657.8 hours of run-time, drop-Sides, newly-installed siren vinyl soft top
over cab, newer heavy-duty military batteries, 11.00 x 20 Michelin X Tires
(11 total) Convoy Light. The truck is in good working condition and would
be considered parade ready. The paint is good, and there is very little
rust. The tires were replaced with 11.00 x 20 Michelin tires last year, and
includes 1 spare. The body of the truck is in good shape. The fuel gauge
does not work and the truck needs a new four-way flasher unit. The horn
is not working, but a rebuild kit will be included. You do not need a CDL to
drive this truck. It is road-ready and able to be driven; (it works well as a
moving truck, it just moved me from NJ to NY!) EXTRAS INCLUDED:
Spring loaded driver seat with new canvas included (needs to be
installed), Heater Kit (mostly complete), tow Bar, Troop Seats, Bows and
Vinyl Top and Ends, Working Two-Way Military Radio and Antenna, many
extra filters (fuel/oil), two Rifle mounts in cab, spare master cylinder,
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For Sale: Looking for a military vehicle? From projects to
ground-up Restorations and everything in between!
Check out: WWW.USMILITARYVEHICLES.COM
Eastern Surplus & Equipment Co. is celebrating its 12th year!
We are now offering 100% PARTS SUPPORT for 2½ TON and
5 TON ALL WHEEL DRIVE MILITARY VEHICLES Stocking a large
inventory of trucks, including: 2-½ ton M35A2 Turbo Diesel powered all
wheel drive in various body configurations; 2-½ ton M35A3 upgraded
trucks with Caterpillar Diesel engines and Allison Automatic transmission;
5-ton M800 series, Cummins Diesel powered, 6 x 6 trucks in Cab and
Chassis, Long-Medium-Short Frames, Dump Trucks, 5th Wheel Tractors,
Hydraulic Wreckers, Van Bodies-expandable, Cargo Beds-Flatbeds; 5-ton
M900 series; 5-ton with Naturally aspirated or Turbo charged Cummins
diesel engines, Allison Automatic transmission, single tires We can
EXPORT to any location, properly handle all required export
documentation, and provide approved transportation to any US port for
overseas shipment. Domestic shipment offered to anywhere in the

US. Services by our team of mechanics in our modern shop
include: Full rebuild, component replacement, paint and more.
We offer pickup and return servicefor trucks to be repaired/rebuilt
in our shop via self unloading flatbed trailer. PAY-PAL online and
credit cards now accepted
Please take a look at our web page to see many of the parts and
trucks we have in stock http://www.easternsurplus.net

Dark Angel Graphics 908-745-8137 Apparel: T-Shirts, Hats,
Fleece, Crewneck Sweatshirts, Hoodies, Sweatpants &
Jackets. Vinyl: Signs, Graphics, Banners, Store Signage,
Logos, Coroplast, Window Vinyl & much more. Supplier of
MTA Show Shirts & Club Shirts. Super great prices.
Discounts for Military, Veterans, & MTA members. Our
Prices cannot be beat. Ask for Chris McHugh.
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Next MTA Meeting
th
Monday, April 11 2011
Whippany American Legion

Military Transport Association
Of North Jersey
P.O. Box 393
Budd Lake, NJ 07828

Military Transport Association of North Jersey
A Chapter of the Military Vehicle Preservation Association
The Military Transport Association of North Jersey is a non-profit
organization for people interested in collecting, restoring,
displaying, and operating historic military vehicles. Members of the
club participate in 15 to 20 parades every year as well as
educational events, militaria and truck shows, rallies, trail rides and
visits to veteran’s homes.
Members also participate in projects such as restoring a jeep for
the National Guard Museum, the National Night Out, USMC Toys for
Tots campaign, fund raising for the National WWII and Korean War
Memorials, Boy Scout projects, and National Guard recruiting
campaigns.
Meetings are held on the second Monday of every month at the
Whippany American Legion Hall, Legion Place, Whippany, NJ. You
can come between 7:00 and 7:30 p.m. to eat pizza, sandwiches and
enjoy other refreshments. Beer and wine is available from the
Legion Hall. The meeting starts at 8:00 p.m. and is normally over by
9:00 p.m.
Join the MTA now and receive:

12 issues of the Motor Pool Messenger newsletter.

FREE classified sales and want ads in the newsletter.

Notices of parades and events in which you can
participate.

FREE annual picnic and FREE annual pizza party.

FREE MTA embroidered patch (when you attend an event).
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To join the Military Transport Association, send this form (or the
same information on a blank sheet of paper) with $20.00 annual
membership dues ($25.00 for Family Membership) to the address
below. Dues are for the calendar year.
Name______________________________________________
Address____________________________________________
City, State, Zip_______________________________________
Telephone (________)________________________________
Email______________________________________________
Military vehicle(s) owned_____________________________
Mail completed application with $20.00 annual dues to:

Military Transport Ass’n of North Jersey

P.O. Box 393
Budd Lake, NJ 07828
April 2011

