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ON THE COVER-A WWII Anti Aircraft Gun at the Red Ball Show
in Gilbert, PA. (Picture courtesy of David Steinert).

MTA 2011 Officers and Staff
Tel: 973-738-4624

President- Jim Moore
Email: jmoore@mtaofnj.us

Parade & Events Report - Peter Schindo has resigned as
the Parade & Events Coordinator. Even though Peter did not
attend the meeting, many members expressed their respect
to Peter and thanked him for his time, effort and dedication to
the position. Now…the MTA needs a volunteer.

Vice President-Ken Coanshock
Tel: 732-541-1073

Email:37mmgunner@comcast.net

Treasurer-Ginnie McDevitt
Tel: 845-987-7896

Membership Chairman-Fred Schlesinger
Tel:908-617-5066

Email:fred@mtaofnj.us

Parade/Events

Coordinator-None

Recording Secretary-Gary Schultz
Tel: 908-852-4520

Email:grsschultz@aol.com

Newsletter Editor-Dave Steinert
Tel: 973-347-9091

Email:dsteinert@optonline.net

Web Master-George Wagner
Tel: 973-927-7616

Email:wagnergm@verizon.net

2011 Sussex Show Chairman- Fran Antico
Tel: 973-670-1277
Email:FranA@mtaofnj.org
The next MTA monthly meeting will be on Monday, July
11th 2011 at the Whippany American Legion Post, Legion
Place, Whippany, NJ. Refreshments at 7:00 PM, meeting
begins at 8:00 PM.

Military Transport Association
Meeting Minutes for June 13th 2011

The June meeting was called to order at 8:02 p.m. by
President Jim Moore with the salute to the flag and a minute
of silence in honor of our fallen troops.
The minutes of the May meeting were approved as
they appeared in the newsletter. Ken Coanshock read the
detailed Treasurer’s report for May:

Some suggestions were made at the meeting for
MTA members to share the responsibility of the absent
Parade Coordinators position by dividing the parades into
regions and having a separate coordinator for each region
rather
than
one
person
coordinating
all
the
parades…discussion to be continued!
Membership – Fred Schlesinger announced that the club
has 172 paid members, 15 Life members, 1 Santa Claus and
1 Elf and the MTA continues to grow. Jim reminded the club,
if you didn’t get a newsletter this month, you are probably no
longer a MTA member (Editor’s Note: I just write what’s been
said)
Adoptees - John Dwyer reported that we have a new
Adoptee that’s been sent to serve in Korea and reports that
Laurie Johnson of Stockton, NJ donated $100 to the
Adoptees fund…thank you Laurie!
John also reported that he received donated cases of
Dunkin Donuts coffee pods…the only problem is that they are
outdated and he will not include them in the shipments to the
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Adoptees, but if any MTA members have a need for
them…please see John.
(Note: Please read the latest letters from our Adoptees in this
issue of the newsletter).

NOTICE: Any members who are interested in taking a bus
trip to the MVPA convention August 3 - 6, Dayton, Ohio,
please contact Ken Coanshock at 732-541-1073. If enough
people are interested I'll check into pricing and logistics.

Statistician Report- Paul Dormont announced that he is the
new owner of a military wrecker.
Quartermaster’s Report- Randy Emr reported that he did
not bring any of the MTA T-shirts or hats with him to the
meeting, but he has MTA magnets with him if anyone is
interested in purchasing after the meeting.
Newsletter Report- David Steinert thanked Harold
Ratzburg for his contribution to last month’s issue of the
newsletter and Dave Ahl for taking minutes at the last
meeting.
Swap Meet - Fran Antico reported that the final profit total
from this year’s swap meet was $3,404. Fran mentioned that
her and her husband Vito, recently met with the Sussex
fairground’s management and everything is a go for next
year. Next year’s swap meet will be held on April 28th & 29th.
Jim announced that if any members still have signs from this
year’s show, he needs them back so that they can be updated
with next year’s show dates.
Fran mentioned that based on a random survey taken
at the front gate of this year’s show that the advertising signs
were the most effective way to promote the show. Based on
the same survey, radio advertising was the least effective.
In closing, Fran added that additional MTA members
are welcomed to join the show committee and attend the
committee meetings. If interested, please contact Fran for
information on when the next show committee meeting will be
held.
Old Business-The request by David Steinert for a $300
donation to the WWII National Museum in New Orleans was
voted on and approved.
The discussion on gas reimbursement was initiated
again, but was quickly extinguished by President Jim Moore
when he reminded everyone that we are beyond the
discussion stage of this subject and a written proposal needs
to be presented to the club before we can move forward.
A committee was to be formed by Vinny Schwartz,
and this committee needs to come up with some written
proposals that the club can digest and then vote on.
New Business- Sven’s Picnic will be held this year on
Saturday, August 13th, starting at approximately 11:00AM.
Pat Dolan announced that a local paint ball range is
looking for old deuce tires for their obstacle course. They will
pay $10 per tire. Please contact Pat Dolan for details.
Meeting ended at 9:02PM
Minutes reluctantly taken and submitted by
Dave Steinert
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ESTATE SALES FOR DUMMIES
By Harold “The Ole Geezer” Ratzburg

I would guess that most people who know me, know
by now that I am a junkie for estate sales, garage sales, and
flea markets. I believe that I fall into a "Picker" category, that
compares to the "American Pickers", that TV show on
Monday nights that has the two guys, Frank and Mike, who
go around to junk yards and junk collectors and buy anything
that they think they can make a buck on.
To me it is a hobby, because I sure as hell don't make
enough at it to make a living what with the cost of gasoline
and the cost in time and money to sell the stuff I find on ebay
or at rallies or gun shows.
But I love it---as a collector. As I have said before, there
doesn't have to be a rational reason for it, I just love it going
to estate and garage sales.
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Of the three sources of junk…estate sales, garage
sales, or flea markets, I like estate sales the best, because
over the last 20 years of serious picking, since I retired, I have
come up with almost all of my best "deals" at estate sales,
where the price is right because the operator of the sale really
doesn't know the value of the collectibles that she has for
sale. (I say she, because most folks out there running the
sales are women, sometimes helped by their male partners or
other women) It is not really her fault because how in the
world can she know the value of all the old stuff that comes
up in different sales. Mostly, she, the operator, knows a lot
about fancy dishes and old furniture, but she has to guess at
the value of old golf clubs, or militaria, or airplane propellers,
or medical equipment, or uniforms, all of which I have picked
and made some pretty good profit on. One of these days, I
am going to do an article
about some of those items,
and call it my "bragging
list". To be fair, I'll also
have to include some of my
not so good deals that I
thought were going to be
good deals and did not turn
out that way.
The
ladies,
or
operators that run the sales,
come
in
all
different
personalities, pretty much a
cross section of the general
public. Some are grouchy,
some are friendly, and some
are downright impossible.
That may come from having
to deal with the public, and
observing the public in the
competition of an estate
sale, well...it gets to be like a
shark
feeding
frenzy
sometime…so
I
can
understand
an
operator
getting very fed up with the
public from time to time.
After a time however, if you
stick to it like I have, you can tell from the newspaper ad who
you will run into at most of the sales.
Sometimes, the kids of the departed parents will run
the estate sale by themselves. What you will find then is that
the prices of the stuff is too high or maybe even ridiculously
low, and then you can make out like a bandit. You never know
ahead of time and that is what keeps me going.
Part of the fun of picking comes from the unknown,
because you are out there looking for pleasant surprises, kind
of like panning for gold, as I like to say. The only information
that you start with before you get to the door is a short ad in
the classified or maybe a longer Internet email notice that you
get from an estate sale operator that sends you an email with
photos after you sign up to receive them from her.
Anyway, you can't usually tell from the address if the
house is old or new, organized or junky, clean or a little bit
ragged as far as dirt goes, or of rich or poor owners, or
somewhere in between.
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Personally, I find that the ones I like best are the ones
from a family that never threw anything away, even if it is
disorganized or dirty…after all, it is usually only dust, and I am
not going to eat there, just dig around. (Bring a good
flashlight) One example that I have is one house that I dug
through and came up with a pair of WWI britches, with a belt,
which indicates to me that they didn't clean up or throw away
anything in the last ninety years or so. That is MY kind of
house. Look for the paper ads that say "Diggers Delight",
‘cause that is what it is.
Another sale that I went to was quite the opposite. It
was a really nice house in a high class neighborhood, and
would you believe, they had Valet Parking. They needed the
Valet it because the house was up on a rise with a very long
circular driveway only wide enough to park cars on one side
and you know how stupid
people can be sometimes and
screw things up by parking
and blocking people in. To
park on the street and walk in,
and up the hill, was quite a
chore
for
some
folks,
including me, but I passed up
the Valet Parking, probably
because I was too cheap to
tip the Valet.
So I got into the
house and found a most
classy home and decor, way
out of my class and price
range, ‘cause I don't go
around buying fur coats and
fancy
furniture. Even
the
kitchen utensils were too
classy,
for
instance,
a
dish drying rack of stainless
steel which had a price tag of
$75.00
I like old tools but
there were none, In a house
like this one, the guy usually
doesn't do his own repairs or
maintenance, he simply picks
up the phone to order somebody else to take care of it…he is
too busy out there making lots money, so he doesn't worry too
much about saving it.
Also in a house like this, I don't expect to find any
military stuff that many of us are looking for. If the owner did
happen to be in the military in the past, I believe that he
quickly dumps the old uniforms and equipment because he
can't be bothered having the old junk around. He needs to fill
up the space with all the new fancy golf clubs or whatever
else that will impress visitors and friends when they come to
visit. But, to each his own. I'm sure that that house owner
would certainly NOT agree with me and my way of living and
having fun.
Another interesting part of the estate sale is being
able to prowl through a house and peek into every corner of a
person’s attic, basement, garage, and even into the owners
dresser drawers. It is fascinating to me to try to figure out
what the owner and his lifestyle was all about.
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You are able to tell if the previous owner was in ill
health by the medical equipment, like walkers or potties or
crutches that are there for sale. The type and style of the
clothes in the closets can tell you if he was a middle class
working guy or a professional man (or woman). The age of
the previous owner can be guessed at, and usually, you will
find that the owner was part of an older generation.
Most
frequently, the previous owner has gone to the happy hunting
grounds and his kids are selling off the stuff and the house
because they are grown and have no use for the house and
the house contents. So…up for sale it goes, which gives us
pickers something to look into. And so…enough of my
rambling writing for now.
If you haven't tried an estate sale, give it a shot
sometime. If you are a little shy about it, take a friend
along. Whenever we have visitors that are around on Fridays,
I try to take them picking with me, and invariably they think it
was a fun day. Don't forget, the sales run on Saturdays also,
if you are not retired like I am.
Here are a couple of interesting websites that list
upcoming garage sales and estate sales in the area:

are my Law Enforcement Professionals (LEPS) former
police officers and investigators who’re over here
helping to train the Afghans, I’m lucky enough to
have two, and they’ve been invaluable.
We also
have a Marine MAJ on loan who’s helping with the
Rule of Law(ROL).Technically he doesn’t belong to
us, but we’ve adopted him, as the ROL and the
Police are pretty intertwined.
The rest of the crew consists of one Colonel
who mentors the District Governor, Myself who
mentors the District Chief of Police, a Major, two
Lieutenants and a squad of MP’s (to keep us out of
trouble).
Unfortunately we’re missing our two Embedded
Police Mentor/ Trainers who are assisting in
training the police force, however we’ll get them
in at the next team photo.
Unlike my last deployment to Iraq where we
drove up-armored 1151’s, we now travel in MRAPs
and MATV’s. Additionally our lead vehicle has a
mineroller!

http://www.estatesales.net/estate-sales/NJ/Northern-NewJersey.aspx
http://njgaragesales.com/
.

UPCOMING MTA EVENT: It’s time for Sven Johnson’s
Annual Red Ball Express/MTA picnic. This year the
picnic will be on Saturday, August 13th.

Letters from the Front
It’s a far cry from the mine-rollers I’m used to
seeing on tanks. We also have RPG netting on the
sides.

John,
Sorry it’s taken me so long to respond, we
received the box a couple of weeks ago, but
between blackouts and mission I’ve been lax in
sending out e-mails, still, no excuse and I hope
to make it up with the pictures I just took today.
First is the team photo, front row kneeling
are my interpreters (minus one on mission). You
may also notice some “older” looking gentlemen who
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Not to mention the assorted electronic
“stuff”, we’re also lucky to have a CROWS (Crew
served Remotely Operated Weapons Station), which
means the gunner isn’t exposed and also has a wide
array of optics to choose from with the safety of
the interior.
It is definitely a fan favorite
around here.
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PEO Soldier PM groups that we currently share a space
with. Your support is truly appreciated!
Thanks!
Kendra A. Olson
In-Theatre OIC - PM SMS/SSL & PM SW
TACOM - Total Package Fielding
Bagram, Afghanistan

This last picture is just to give a sense of
the size (I’m 6’). Another positive, besides the
fact that they can take a hit and I have a MK 19
Grenade launcher, is that the air conditioning
works pretty well.
Temps lately have been
hovering around 115 degrees and we still have
what’s called the 120 days of wind coming up. I’m
pretty sure it’s not going to be a cool breeze.
Well I’m sure someone somewhere is enjoying
the first box you sent, we’re definitely enjoying
the second box, as are some of the children who
we’ve dubbed the “Chocalate Bde”.
Along some of
our walking patrol routes the children ask us for
“chocolate” which means any type of candy as
chocolate specifically doesn’t do well this time
of year. It’s always a good sign to see the kids
outside, and that they’re not afraid to come up to
us.
As always, Thank You to you and the other
members of the club who’re supporting us, we truly
appreciate it.
V/R
LTC Pat Clune
Dagger 6

John,
We received the goodies that you sent yesterday.
Thanks so very much! We have been sharing with the other
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For Sale: I need to raise some cash to pay for some unexpected financial

To add or remove listings from the Classifieds, please
email Dave Steinert at dsteinert@optonline.net or call
973-347-9091
For Free- A CJ-2 hood, in decent shape for its age, solid hinge. Must
be picked up in Parsippany, NJ. If interested, please call Harold at
973-887-2574
For Sale- 1959 M-100 trailer with a clean N.J. title,no rust,with extra
set of wheels. Someone cut a small door into the back panel that
doesn't take away from it. Otherwise in nice cond.that looks
good.It comes with two military generators (years unknown) also a
bow and both brackets for a M-38 jeep canvas top in it. $700. for
all,located in central N.J. Call Phil Galvano 732-539-4919
For Sale: 1987 HMMWV. One of the very best vehicles from the
August 1999 auction in Atlanta. 10,363 miles. Always garaged.
Meticulously maintained. 6.2 liter diesel. Ex-Marine Corps. Painted
camo. Has both brand new two-man and 4-man vinyl tops and doors
that match the camo paint. Has extra tire and rim, standard seat
cushions in front and double-thick on rear seats, convoy light, M16
rifle bracket, and two antennas. Also included but not installed: radio
mount, pioneer tool rack, fuel can bracket, fuel can, backup light,
front axle boots, body panels for conversion to pickup truck, tow
strap. Includes all manuals (operator, field and depot maintenance,
parts).
This is one of the few vehicles from the auction not used in salt
water, so wheel hubs and undercarriage are perfect. No dents or
dings. No corrosion. Driven only to parades and shows an average
of 300 miles per year in the 12 years I’ve owned it. Cruises easily at
65 mph. Located in Morristown, NJ. Registered in NH. Asking
$35,000. David Ahl, 973-285-0716, Photos at daveahl.jalbum.net
For Sale: M151A2 Jeep. Award winning vehicle. New carb, new
distributor, professional overhaul last fall. Runs like a charm. Vehicle
has top, doors, side curtains, ROPS kit, pioneer tools and all the
normal equipment. Also RT-524 radio & accessories, rocket tubes
(empty), weapons mounts (M1 carbines available at extra charge),
extra rim, jack, complete tool kit, jumper cables, web gear, all
manuals, and much more. Asking $11,000. David Ahl, 973-2850716, Photos at daveahl.jalbum.net
For Sale-Parting out a M37, have both body & engine parts. I also have MB,
GPW and CJ Jeep parts, plus some wheels for a CJ. One bench seat for a
1953 Chevy pickup. Call Tom Weaver at (973)-627-9448.

expenses and sadly, I am selling my M43 Dodge ambulance. Overall, the
truck is in very good condition. It's been in the Colorado plains for the past
thirty years and was on the road ten years ago. I purchased it last summer
and got it running but I think it needs a fuel pump. The body has almost no
rust except for a quarter sized spot on the rear door. The interior is clean and
the only thing missing from the truck is the rear step. This is a well preserved
vehicle that needs little work to get it on the road. I also have a crated engine
that I will sell separately for $500. The engine is used but complete. Asking
$4,500 for the M43 and it's located in Eureka, NV. I can haul it to you for a
fee. Please email Mike at mpop5555@aol.com. Pictures at:
http://s457.photobucket.com/albums/qq292/junormaneureka/1952%20D
odge%20M43/
For Sale-Mil Spec primers and paints, OD and Camo. WWII Jeep frames,
front, rears, transmissions, PTOs, GI grease and oils. Call Paul Wadeson at
(607)-637-2275.
For Sale: 1952 Dodge M-37, rebuilt engine with about 40 miles on rebuild.
Runs good. Body needs minor work. Has hard top on now but have all frame
work and canvas for soft top. Clear N.J. title. Garage kept. Call Jim Mundy at
609-889-0907(home) or 973-713-9190(cell) (2/11)
For Sale-1951 M38 4-cylinder Army Jeep. Has had frame-up restoration and
garage kept. Bikini top, winter top doors, 24V system and has original tool kit
with tools. Parade ready and trophy winner. $12,999. Call Jack White (908)647-3367 or cell phone at (908)-448-7432. (2/11)
For Sale-2-1/2 ton Vietnam era troop seats, muliti fuel, bows & winch. Runs
great, needs a little cab work, $3500. Ben Hale Trailer - 1 ton with bows,
lightly rusted, $300. 1968 M725 Ambulance - very nice shape - everything is
there. Rear gas heater, fresh paint, European tires, $3,500. M37 parts,
complete truck, part out with winch. Halftrack parts - call for your needs hood,
doors, radiators, rims, winch, lights, cab parts, armor, electrical etc. Call Dave
@917-567-6419, NY
FOR SALE-1999 GRACO G MAX Airless Paint Sprayer, with extra
hole, gun, filters, tips; $1500.00. ITW Ransburg Electrostatic Paint
Unit; $1000.00. Call John Peterson at 732-485-1555 or email me at
awol@ptd.net.
For Sale-1952 M37 for parts, no engine, 1951 M37 in mint shape, heat,
winch, troop seats, 1968 M725 Jeep ambulance in great shape, 1-ton
trailer with bows, 2.5-ton w/winch, multi-fuel, troop seats, runs great, needs
sheet metal work. I’m looking for halftrack parts, T16 carrier parts, 105 MM
Howitzer. I will buy train wrecks for cash.!! , or trade call me Dave at 1-917567-6419.
For Sale-I have just received some of the adjustable legs for the rear of the
M-101, ¾-ton trailers. These are new in the box (NOS), CARC color, $40
each plus shipping. I'm in Zip 21071 (Maryland). E-mail at
glengar@verizon.net, if interested. Tim Clark.
For Sale: Looking for a military vehicle? From projects to ground-up
Restorations and everything in between!
Check out: WWW.USMILITARYVEHICLES.COM
Eastern Surplus & Equipment Co. is celebrating its 12th year!

For Sale-M109A3 2 1/2 ton 6X6 shop-van. No expense spared in this fullyequipped mobile command-post. Radial tires, on-board diesel generator, heat
and air-conditioning. Lock-out hubs, upgraded seats, rear-awning, deck and
much more! Drive anywhere! Seller is asking $13,500. or best reasonable
offer. Call Bob Howard at 860-346-9015. Located in Connecticut. (6/11)
FOR SALE -1953 M37 All original, very good condition $2,500.00. 1942
CCKW open cab, no bed, sandblasted and primed, needs to be finished
$3,500.00. 1945 DUKW completely operational Chevy 350 turbo 400 former
tour boat painted WWII OD $47,500.00. 1966 -36 foot Navy landing craft
LCPV, 200 hours, 671 Detriot Diesel completely operational, $ 75,000.00.
Tires; 9-20 NDT 90 to 100 % tread $115.00 each. HUMVEE tires 37,12.5,
16.5 radial with beadlock & run flat 95 to 100 % tread $135.00 each. 16-20
XZL Michellin radials 85 to 100 % tread $160.00 each. All items are in
Central Connecticut . Call Dave Camp at 860-906-7113. (6/11)
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We are now offering 100% PARTS SUPPORT for 2½ TON and 5 TON ALL WHEEL
DRIVE MILITARY VEHICLES Stocking a large inventory of trucks, including: 2-½ ton
M35A2 Turbo Diesel powered all wheel drive in various body configurations; 2-½ ton
M35A3 upgraded trucks with Caterpillar Diesel engines and Allison Automatic
transmission; 5-ton M800 series, Cummins Diesel powered, 6 x 6 trucks in Cab and
Chassis, Long-Medium-Short Frames, Dump Trucks, 5th Wheel Tractors, Hydraulic
Wreckers, Van Bodies-expandable, Cargo Beds-Flatbeds; 5-ton M900 series; 5-ton with
Naturally aspirated or Turbo charged Cummins diesel engines, Allison
Automatic transmission, single tires We can EXPORT to any location, properly handle all
required export documentation, and provide approved transportation to any US port for
overseas shipment. Domestic shipment offered to anywhere in the US. Services by our
team of mechanics in our modern shop include: Full rebuild, component replacement,
paint and more. We offer pickup and return service for trucks to be repaired/rebuilt in
our shop via self unloading flatbed trailer. PAY-PAL online and credit cards now
accepted.
Please take a look at our web page to see many of the parts and trucks we have in
stock http://www.easternsurplus.net
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Military Transport Association
Of North Jersey
P.O. Box 393
Budd Lake, NJ 07828

Next MTA Meeting
th
Monday, July 11 2011
Whippany American Legion

Military Transport Association of North Jersey
A Chapter of the Military Vehicle Preservation Association
The Military Transport Association of North Jersey is a non-profit
organization for people interested in collecting, restoring,
displaying, and operating historic military vehicles. Members of the
club participate in 15 to 20 parades every year as well as
educational events, militaria and truck shows, rallies, trail rides and
visits to veteran’s homes.
Members also participate in projects such as restoring a jeep for
the National Guard Museum, the National Night Out, USMC Toys for
Tots campaign, fund raising for the National WWII and Korean War
Memorials, Boy Scout projects, and National Guard recruiting
campaigns.
Meetings are held on the second Monday of every month at the
Whippany American Legion Hall, Legion Place, Whippany, NJ. You
can come between 7:00 and 7:30 p.m. to eat pizza, sandwiches and
enjoy other refreshments. Beer and wine is available from the
Legion Hall. The meeting starts at 8:00 p.m. and is normally over by
9:00 p.m.
Join the MTA now and receive:

12 issues of the Motor Pool Messenger newsletter.

FREE classified sales and want ads in the newsletter.

Notices of parades and events in which you can
participate.

FREE annual picnic and FREE annual pizza party.

FREE MTA embroidered patch (when you attend an event).
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To join the Military Transport Association, send this form (or the
same information on a blank sheet of paper) with $20.00 annual
membership dues ($25.00 for Family Membership) to the address
below. Dues are for the calendar year.
Name______________________________________________
Address____________________________________________
City, State, Zip_______________________________________
Telephone (________)________________________________
Email______________________________________________
Military vehicle(s) owned_____________________________
Mail completed application with $20.00 annual dues to:

Military Transport Ass’n of North Jersey

P.O. Box 393
Budd Lake, NJ 07828
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