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ON THE COVER-Refueling on the front lines.

MTA 2011 Officers and Staff
President- Jim Moore
Tel: 973-738-4624
Email: jmoore@mtaofnj.us
Vice President-Ken Coanshock
Tel: 732-541-1073

Email:37mmgunner@comcast.net

Treasurer-Ginnie McDevitt
Tel: 845-987-7896

Membership Chairman-Fred Schlesinger
Tel:908-617-5066

Email:fred@mtaofnj.us

Parade/Events

Coordinator-None

Recording Secretary-Gary Schultz
Tel: 908-852-4520

Email:grsschultz@aol.com

Newsletter Editor-Dave Steinert
Tel: 973-347-9091

Email:dsteinert@optonline.net

Web Master-George Wagner
Tel: 973-927-7616

Email:wagnergm@verizon.net

2011 Sussex Show Chairman- Fran Antico
Tel: 973-670-1277
Email:FranA@mtaofnj.org
The next MTA monthly meeting will be on Monday,
October 10th 2011 at the Whippany American Legion
Post, Legion Place, Whippany, NJ. Refreshments at 7:00
PM, meeting begins at 8:00 PM.

Parades: Dave Ahl reported that he was the only MTA
member who showed up for the Mendham Labor Day parade,
said it was awkward making excuses to veterans looking for
rides with us, and that he tried to entertain the crowds as well
as possible with his “Fast Attack” go-kart.
Former parade chairman Peter Schindo commented
passionately about the ball being dropped by those who
should be coordinating MTA parade participation and the lack
of attendance at Mendham, formerly one of the best parades
for the club. He also reported that he contacted the Mendham
parade organizer and apologized for the MTA. Ken
Coanshock took him to task for doing this for reasons unclear.
There was a great deal of further spirited discussion, which
reminded me of two truths: 1) Talk is cheap because supply
exceeds demand, and 2) Even a fish wouldn't get into trouble
if he kept his mouth shut. (Editor’s Note: The proceeding
message does not reflect the opinion, views or political
position of the editor, who is just happy to have someone
volunteer to take the minutes for this particular meeting!).
Membership: Fred Schlesinger reported that the MTA
currently has 159 paid members. He also reported that there
are some e-mail servers that for one reason or other are
rejecting e-mail from the MTA list. This had previously been a
problem with AOL and apparently is now a problem with
Yahoo and possibly some others. Fred said he will attempt to
contact webmasters that are rejecting MTA e-mail but also
said if you have a alternate e-mail address to give it to him. In
addition, he pointed out that archived e-mail is available.
Quartermaster: Randy Emr reported that Jim Moore had
ordered hoodies and will have them at a future meeting.
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Adoptees. In the absence of John Dwyer, it was noted that
the financial report for the adoptees account is not updated
monthly, but only when bills are submitted.

The meeting with 24 members present was opened
by Vice President Ken Coanshock at 8:00 p.m. with the
Pledge of Allegiance followed by a minute of silence to honor
those who died on 9-11 as well as our troops.
Ken called for a motion to approve the minutes as
they appeared in the newsletter, but as the newsletter had not
yet been published, no motion was forthcoming.

Railroad Operating Battalion: John Sobotka reported that
due to a lack of money in the budget and lack of time, we
would be putting off painting the baggage car until next
spring. He’s looking for ideas of how to paint the car. The
Whippany Railroad Museum hopes to have the steam
locomotive running some time in 2012 and they would like to
inaugurate the occasion with a weekend show featuring WWII
vehicles and memorabilia.
The Toys for Tots train is scheduled for Dec. 10-11
with much the same schedule as last year. The event is moreor-less under control, but there are a number of issues
pertaining to rolling stock, coordination with the Susquehanna
Rwy, support for/from the USMC, web site, etc. that must be
resolved. Obviously, volunteers are needed for all aspects of
the event.

Meeting Minutes for September 12th 2011

Treasury Report:

Newsletter: Dave Steinert explained that the September
newsletter would be late because the election ballot had to be
included and that he had to wait for the meeting to see if there
were any additional nominations.
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Picnic: John Sobotka reported that the Red Ball/MTA picnic
at Sven Johnson’s farm was very successful. The Blackhawk
helicopter arranged by Sheila Zelaskowski was a huge hit as
were the trail rides and excellent food. The MTA approved
spending $850 for the picnic, but John said he held expenses
to just $635. In addition, the 50-50 coordinated by Tom
McHugh pulled in $330. John thanked Al Melini for cooking
and Don Covart for cleaning up and taking away all the
garbage
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Donations. Ken Coanshock read two requests for donations
in painstaking detail that should appear in this newsletter.
There was a great deal of discussion that seemed to
culminate with agreement that the amount of a donation could
be changed by the members at the meeting where it is
approved. (Explanation: if a donation form in the newsletter
asks for $100 for XYZ Charity and someone at the meeting
makes a plea to raise it to $1,000, the members at the
meeting can vote to do so or not.)
Old Business: Reimbursement Requests. On behalf of
treasurer Ginnie McDevitt, Jack emphasized that requests
for reimbursement must be submitted using the proper form.
There was a question of whether the form was available on
the web site, which it is not.
New Business: John Parrinello mentioned again that
Wheels for the Wounded event would be on Sept 17. (Details
last newsletter.)

THE FIRST MILITARY AMPHIBIAN VEHICLETHE AQUA-CHEETAH
By Harold ‘the Ole Geezer” Ratzburg
Once upon a time, way back in the ancient days of
the Military Transportation Association's adolescence,
approximately 1974 A.D., the very first issue of Army Motors
Magazine was published. It was Vol. 1, No. 1, and on its
cover was a photo of Aqua-Cheetah No. 1, the first of its
kind. The Aqua-Cheetah was a proto-type vehicle made by
the Amphibian Car Company of Buffalo, N. Y. Subsequent
vehicles were based on the 1/2 ton Dodge Command cars
(upgraded to use 3/4 ton CC), and it was amphibious. The
photo shown was taken in 1941 at Fort Belvoir, VA.

Andy Salzanno reported that the Teterboro Air Show was a
big success with plane rides, six military vehicles on display, a
salute to vets, and an affiliated car show.
Dave Ahl presented the list of candidates for the four MTA
officer slots for 2012-13 and asked if there were any
volunteers or nominations from the floor. There were none, so
the slate is as appeared on the yellow ballot in the September
2011 newsletter. (A personal note: two meetings ago, I was
pleased to hear that we would have more than one candidate
for several of the positions and expressed that at the meeting.
However, as time has progressed, I’m disappointed to see
that the negativity that pervades our national politics has
infected the MTA as well. To me, what counts is ICE: integrity,
competence, and experience, but what we seem to have is a
campaign of BAP: BS, accusations, and pettiness. – DHA).
(Editor’s Note: Again, the proceeding message does not
reflect the opinion, views or political position of the editor, who
is just happy to have someone volunteer to take the minutes
for this particular meeting!).
For the Good of the Club: Frank Eichenlaub had a bad fall
and is recuperating at home. We all wish you well, Frank.
Also Linda Schwartz has been diagnosed with lung
cancer. The prognosis looks good, but cancer is never a good
thing. Our prayers go out to you, Linda.
Fred Schlesinger reported that as a Red Cross
volunteer, he and the entire organization were very busy after
Hurricane Irene. Thanks, Fred.
Many members breathed a sigh of relief when the
“Jerry Springer” meeting was adjourned at 8:53.
Respectfully submitted by Dave Ahl (ex officio)
(Editor’s Note: Thank you Dave for taking the minutes!
Anyone having any questions about this month’s recorded
minutes, please submit them to Dave…uh…Ahl)
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What makes the photo interesting to us now, is that
Aqua-Cheetah No 1, the vehicle in the photo, has shown up
recently, in person, after 70 years.
Dan Janquitto, (MVPA No. 215) of Beachwood
Canvas fame (because he is the owner), heard of old No. 1
being in a wooded area outside Buffalo, NY, and after
extensive negotiations, finally made the purchase and had the
vehicle hauled home.
The vehicle was designed and built by a man named
Roger W. Hofheins who noted that a war was in the offering
and that three-quarters of the world was covered by water
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and had the vision of amphibious vehicles for the US Army
before the designs of the GPA Jeep, the Dodge truck and the
DUKW. I guess that his idea may have even lead to these
later designs. The Brunn Body Works, builder of the Pierce
Arrow automobiles, put together 14 of these experimental
vehicles and Roger went through a good deal of trouble and
expense to demonstrate them to the US Army and foreign
dignitaries from as far away as China.

The demonstrations were recorded on film and really
show the versatility of the vehicle hauling Generals and other
big shots around in the water and on dry land. When I visited
Dan to take pictures of his latest pride and joy for this article,
Dan showed me the film and I have to admit that the part I
enjoyed most was when Hofheins, with a load of Generals,
drove up out of the water and got the Cheetah stuck in the
mud by the river bank. The generals were irritated at
having to climb out of the truck by going over the side, and
the expressions on their faces as they jumped into the mud
with their shiny low quarter shoes tickled my heart. Thinking
about it, you know, that might be the real reason that
Hofheins didn't get an Army contract. We know how "testy"
Generals can get sometimes. But I digress----back to the
Aqua-Cheetah.
Hofheins built 14 of the experimental vehicles and at
least one of them was shipped to England for trials. Of the 14,
there are only two known to be still in existence, and Dan
Janquitto of Beachwood Canvas is the proud owner of both of
them.
Ted Bromage, one of the Charter Members of the
MTA (No. 117C), was the first to acquire one, and it was then
in good enough condition that he could drive it into his
garage. At the time, he chased down Roger who lent him all
the blueprints and films and allowed Peter Berendsen (MVPA
No. 147) to photograph his scrapbook. Ted's priorities
changed, as it does with so many of us collectors and he
traded it to Dan, mostly in crates of parts, motor, and body.
That Cheetah body now stands on end in a corner of
the Beachwood Canvas works and the parts are still in crates.
Dan’s restoration efforts have been slowed by his priority of
running and operating the Beachwood Canvas business.
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However recently, when Dan heard about Cheetah No. 1
being for sale, his collector instincts came to fore again and
he completed the purchase.

The Cheetah is in pretty rough condition as you can
see from the photos. Dan feels that he has two options, one
of them is to spend the time and the money (which would be a
lot) and rebuild the vehicle for display, or just leave it like it is
so that people can see the real thing as it was built and what
70 years of use and neglect can do to a piece of automotive
history. My personal feeling is that completing the restoration
of the Bromage Cheetah and then parking it next to the old
Cheetah No. 1, left at its current condition, would make for an
interesting display.
While Ted Bromage was working on his Cheetah, (it
was number 13, Model XAC-2, upgraded by the factory to a
¾-ton version) he did extensive research and made closer
acquaintance of Roger Hofheins himself. Ted made the
arrangements and Hofheins came to a meeting of the MTA
and spoke to us (about six weeks before his untimely
passing) to tell us about some of the problems with dealing
with the US Army and designing and building a prototype
vehicle.
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For instance, it was not easy to move the headlights
from one spot to another on an existing vehicle, but you will
notice that it was done on No. 1 and No. 13, where the lights
are relocated from the front of the hull to a higher location on
the top of the hull just in front of the windshield. Forming the
curved sections of the hull was also something that the
average machine shop could not handle, but that was no
challenge to the firm that made Pierce Arrows.

Application for Charitable Donation
Project: Wheelers for the Wounded

I Googled "Amphibian Car Company" to see if I could come
up with any more information on this Military vehicle of WW
II. Surprisingly, Google came back with about 760 references
to Amphibian cars, but after checking about 250 of them, I got
just plain tired and quit, since none of them referred to
Amphibians that far back. I had better luck by Google-ing
"Aqua-Cheetah Amphibian", so if you are interested in
knowing more about the vehicle, try that. One of the sites
show the Aqua Cheetah swimming in its try-outs for the US
Army and other Foreign Dignitaries.
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Here are some pictures from the Wheelers for the Wounded
event held on September 17th, 2011:
A day out on the trails for some wounded Veterans;

Application for Charitable Donation
Project: Wounded Warrior

A break for lunch!

Mission Satement: The Wounded Warrior Project has 5 core
values: Fun, Integrity, Loyalty, Innovation and Service (FILIS). Armed with
FILIS and a culture of teamwork, WWP staff work to foster the most
successful, well-adjusted generation of wounded warriors in our nation’a
history. WWP lists their purposes as: 1. To raise awareness and enlist the
public’s aid for the needs of injured service members. 2. To help injured
service members aid and assist each other. 3. To provide unique, direct
programs and services to meet the needs of injured service members. WWP
has been voted as the best non-profit to work for in 2011, and they have
several outstanding programs to help injured service members and their
families cope with the challenges of reintergrating. 14% of funds generated in
2009 went towards management and general expenses while 61% of funds
went towards program expenses.

Pictures of the MTA at the John Basilone Parade held on
September 25th in Raritan, NJ:

“A politician is a person who can make waves and then make you
think he's the only one who can save the ship”.- Ivern Ball

Don’t forget to send in your MTA Ballot before October
15th
MTA of NJ Newsletter
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For Sale: I need to raise some cash to pay for some unexpected financial

To add or remove listings from the Classifieds, please
email Dave Steinert at dsteinert@optonline.net or call
973-347-9091
For Free-Want to heat and cool your garage or work shop? Janitrol Goodman 2.5 Ton (capacity) A/C with Gas Heat, complete system.
30 Amps, 230 Volts, Single Phase; Natural Gas. Small footprint for
roof top or ground hard pad. 4'(w) X 5'(l) X 2.5'(h). Free. Must pickup,
Flanders, NJ. George 973-927-7616
For Free- A CJ-2 hood, in decent shape for its age, solid hinge. Must
be picked up in Parsippany, NJ. If interested, please call Harold at
973-887-2574
For Sale- 1959 M-100 trailer with a clean N.J. title,no rust,with extra
set of wheels. Someone cut a small door into the back panel that
doesn't take away from it. Otherwise in nice cond.that looks
good.It comes with two military generators (years unknown) also a
bow and both brackets for a M-38 jeep canvas top in it. $700. for
all,located in central N.J. Call Phil Galvano 732-539-4919
For Sale: 1987 HMMWV. One of the very best vehicles from the
August 1999 auction in Atlanta. 10,363 miles. Always garaged.
Meticulously maintained. 6.2 liter diesel. Ex-Marine Corps. Painted
camo. Has both brand new two-man and 4-man vinyl tops and doors
that match the camo paint. Has extra tire and rim, standard seat
cushions in front and double-thick on rear seats, convoy light, M16
rifle bracket, and two antennas. Also included but not installed: radio
mount, pioneer tool rack, fuel can bracket, fuel can, backup light,
front axle boots, body panels for conversion to pickup truck, tow
strap. Includes all manuals (operator, field and depot maintenance,
parts).
This is one of the few vehicles from the auction not used in salt
water, so wheel hubs and undercarriage are perfect. No dents or
dings. No corrosion. Driven only to parades and shows an average
of 300 miles per year in the 12 years I’ve owned it. Cruises easily at
65 mph. Located in Morristown, NJ. Registered in NH. Asking
$35,000. David Ahl, 973-285-0716, Photos at daveahl.jalbum.net
For Sale-Parting out a M37, have both body & engine parts. I also
have MB, GPW and CJ Jeep parts, plus some wheels for a CJ. One
bench seat for a 1953 Chevy pickup. Call Tom Weaver at (973)-6279448.
For Sale-M109A3 2 1/2 ton 6X6 shop-van. No expense spared in
this fully-equipped mobile command-post. Radial tires, on-board
diesel generator, heat and air-conditioning. Lock-out hubs, upgraded
seats, rear-awning, deck and much more! Drive anywhere! Seller is
asking $13,500. or best reasonable offer. Call Bob Howard at 860346-9015. Located in Connecticut. (6/11)
FOR SALE -1953 M37 All original, very good condition $2,500.00.
1942 CCKW open cab, no bed, sandblasted and primed, needs to
be finished $3,500.00. 1945 DUKW completely operational Chevy
350 turbo 400 former tour boat painted WWII OD $47,500.00.
1966 -36 foot Navy landing craft LCPV, 200 hours, 671 Detriot
Diesel completely operational, $ 75,000.00. Tires; 9-20 NDT 90 to
100 % tread $115.00 each. HUMVEE tires 37,12.5, 16.5 radial with
beadlock & run flat 95 to 100 % tread $135.00 each. 16-20 XZL
Michellin radials 85 to 100 % tread $160.00 each. All items are in
Central Connecticut . Call Dave Camp at 860-906-7113. (6/11)
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expenses and sadly, I am selling my M43 Dodge ambulance. Overall, the
truck is in very good condition. It's been in the Colorado plains for the past
thirty years and was on the road ten years ago. I purchased it last summer
and got it running but I think it needs a fuel pump. The body has almost no
rust except for a quarter sized spot on the rear door. The interior is clean and
the only thing missing from the truck is the rear step. This is a well preserved
vehicle that needs little work to get it on the road. I also have a crated engine
that I will sell separately for $500. The engine is used but complete. Asking
$4,500 for the M43 and it's located in Eureka, NV. I can haul it to you for a
fee. Please email Mike at mpop5555@aol.com. Pictures at:
http://s457.photobucket.com/albums/qq292/junormaneureka/1952%20D
odge%20M43/
For Sale-Mil Spec primers and paints, OD and Camo. WWII Jeep frames,
front, rears, transmissions, PTOs, GI grease and oils. Call Paul Wadeson at
(607)-637-2275.
For Sale: 1952 Dodge M-37, rebuilt engine with about 40 miles on rebuild.
Runs good. Body needs minor work. Has hard top on now but have all frame
work and canvas for soft top. Clear N.J. title. Garage kept. Call Jim Mundy at
609-889-0907(home) or 973-713-9190(cell) (2/11)
For Sale-2-1/2 ton Vietnam era troop seats, muliti fuel, bows & winch. Runs
great, needs a little cab work, $3500. Ben Hale Trailer - 1 ton with bows,
lightly rusted, $300. 1968 M725 Ambulance - very nice shape - everything is
there. Rear gas heater, fresh paint, European tires, $3,500. M37 parts,
complete truck, part out with winch. Halftrack parts - call for your needs hood,
doors, radiators, rims, winch, lights, cab parts, armor, electrical etc. Call Dave
@917-567-6419, NY
FOR SALE-1999 GRACO G MAX Airless Paint Sprayer, with extra
hole, gun, filters, tips; $1500.00. ITW Ransburg Electrostatic Paint
Unit; $1000.00. Call John Peterson at 732-485-1555 or email me at
awol@ptd.net.
For Sale-1952 M37 for parts, no engine, 1951 M37 in mint shape, heat,
winch, troop seats, 1968 M725 Jeep ambulance in great shape, 1-ton
trailer with bows, 2.5-ton w/winch, multi-fuel, troop seats, runs great, needs
sheet metal work. I’m looking for halftrack parts, T16 carrier parts, 105 MM
Howitzer. I will buy train wrecks for cash.!! , or trade call me Dave at 1-917567-6419.
For Sale-I have just received some of the adjustable legs for the rear of the
M-101, ¾-ton trailers. These are new in the box (NOS), CARC color, $40
each plus shipping. I'm in Zip 21071 (Maryland). E-mail at
glengar@verizon.net, if interested. Tim Clark.
For Sale: Looking for a military vehicle? From projects to ground-up
Restorations and everything in between!
Check out: WWW.USMILITARYVEHICLES.COM
Eastern Surplus & Equipment Co. is celebrating its 12th year!
We are now offering 100% PARTS SUPPORT for 2½ TON and 5 TON ALL
WHEEL DRIVE MILITARY VEHICLES Stocking a large inventory of trucks,
including: 2-½ ton M35A2 Turbo Diesel powered all wheel drive in various
body configurations; 2-½ ton M35A3 upgraded trucks with Caterpillar Diesel
engines and Allison Automatic transmission; 5-ton M800 series, Cummins
Diesel powered, 6 x 6 trucks in Cab and Chassis, Long-Medium-Short
Frames, Dump Trucks, 5th Wheel Tractors, Hydraulic Wreckers, Van Bodiesexpandable, Cargo Beds-Flatbeds; 5-ton M900 series; 5-ton with Naturally
aspirated or Turbo charged Cummins diesel engines, Allison
Automatic transmission, single
tires
We
can
EXPORT to
any
location, properly handle all required export documentation, and provide
approved transportation to any US port for overseas shipment. Domestic
shipment offered to anywhere in the US. Services by our team of mechanics
in our modern shop include: Full rebuild, component replacement, paint and
more. We offer pickup and return service for trucks to be repaired/rebuilt in
our shop via self unloading flatbed trailer. PAY-PAL online and credit cards
now accepted.
Please take a look at our web page to see many of the parts and trucks
we have in stock http://www.easternsurplus.net

Page 7

October 2011

Military Transport Association
Of North Jersey
P.O. Box 393
Budd Lake, NJ 07828

Next MTA Meeting
th
Monday, October 10 2011
Whippany American Legion

Military Transport Association of North Jersey
A Chapter of the Military Vehicle Preservation Association
The Military Transport Association of North Jersey is a non-profit
organization for people interested in collecting, restoring,
displaying, and operating historic military vehicles. Members of the
club participate in 15 to 20 parades every year as well as
educational events, militaria and truck shows, rallies, trail rides and
visits to veteran’s homes.
Members also participate in projects such as restoring a jeep for
the National Guard Museum, the National Night Out, USMC Toys for
Tots campaign, fund raising for the National WWII and Korean War
Memorials, Boy Scout projects, and National Guard recruiting
campaigns.
Meetings are held on the second Monday of every month at the
Whippany American Legion Hall, Legion Place, Whippany, NJ. You
can come between 7:00 and 7:30 p.m. to eat pizza, sandwiches and
enjoy other refreshments. Beer and wine is available from the
Legion Hall. The meeting starts at 8:00 p.m. and is normally over by
9:00 p.m.
Join the MTA now and receive:

12 issues of the Motor Pool Messenger newsletter.

FREE classified sales and want ads in the newsletter.

Notices of parades and events in which you can
participate.

FREE annual picnic and FREE annual pizza party.

FREE MTA embroidered patch (when you attend an event).
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To join the Military Transport Association, send this form (or the
same information on a blank sheet of paper) with $20.00 annual
membership dues ($25.00 for Family Membership) to the address
below. Dues are for the calendar year.
Name______________________________________________
Address____________________________________________
City, State, Zip_______________________________________
Telephone (________)________________________________
Email______________________________________________
Military vehicle(s) owned_____________________________
Mail completed application with $20.00 annual dues to:

Military Transport Ass’n of North Jersey

P.O. Box 393
Budd Lake, NJ 07828
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