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ON THE COVER-The M816 5-Ton Wrecker belonging to
Paul Dormont at the April 2012 MTA Military Vehicle
Show (Photo courtesy of Dave Ahl).

MTA 2012 Officers and Staff
President- Randy Emr
Tel: 973-219-4499

Email: randyemr@aol.com

Vice President- Dennis Vecchiarelli
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Sergeant at Arms- Scott Fleck
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Treasurer-Ginnie McDevitt
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Parade/Events

Coordinator-Peter Schindo

Tel: 201-456-4071
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Recording Secretary-George Wagner
Tel: 973-927-7616

Email: wagnergm@verizon.net

Newsletter Editor-Dave Steinert
Tel: 973-347-9091

Email: dsteinert@optonline.net

Web Master-George Wagner
Tel: 973-927-7616

Email:wagnergm@verizon.net

2012 Sussex Show Chairman- Fran Antico
Tel: 973-670-1277
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The next MTA monthly meeting will be on Monday, May
14th 2012 at the Whippany American Legion Post, Legion
Place, Whippany, NJ. Refreshments at 7:00 PM, meeting
begins at 8:00 PM.

Military Transport Association

Monthly Meeting Minutes for April 9th, 2012
Meeting Started at 8:01 PM
A Pledge of Allegiance & Moment of Silence –
Prayer, lead by Sergeant-At-Arms Scott Fleck started the
meeting.
Minutes of the previous meeting, as they appear in
the newsletter, were approved.
Club Office Reports
Treasurers Report – A summary of the monthly treasury
report as read by VP Dennis Vecchiarelli:

A detailed treasury report is available to any current
MTA Member with a request to Ginnie McDevitt at
ginnie.mcdevitt@gmail.com.
.
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Parades – Chairman Peter Schindo reminded members that
they can go to the MTA Parade Events web page on the club
website and see both the MTA sponsored events and the
non-sponsored events.
All but three parades for the Memorial Day Weekend
have met contractual commitments. The club still needs one
more additional vehicle for the parades in Roxbury, Rockaway
and Nutley. If any member can make any of these parades,
please contact Peter.
Peter also mentioned they are trying to organize a
convoy to Tobyhanna for the June 22nd, 23rd and 24th event. If
interested, please contact Peter.
Peter is looking to July 4th parade commitments and
will present an update at the May meeting.
Badges – Peter had the new MTA membership badges at the
meeting for those that were present to receive them. He will
also have them at the April show for those who were not at
the meeting.
Newsletter – Chairman Dave Steinert thanked Harold
Ratzburg and Dennis Spence for their contribution of the
article on the History of the MTA for the April newsletter. Also,
a big thank you to George Wagner for contributing the
minutes in last month’s newsletter and Dave Young for his
efforts in helping to bind, fold, and mail last month’s
newsletter, an eight pager plus insert.
Membership – Chairman Fred Schlesinger reported that he
had a recent computer burp and lost some of the more recent
membership information. If any member feels that he has paid
his dues for 2012 and it’s not reflected on his address label
with a 2012 date on this newsletter, please contact Fred at
fred@mtaofnj.us.
Fred will be purging the membership list before the next
newsletter and eliminating unpaid members for June. So, if you don’t
get a newsletter in June, we will consider you no longer a MTA
member and you will be also removed from the MTAofNJ.us email
list.

Railroad Operating Battalion – Chairman John Sobotka
reported that he had a request to bring the MTA Locomotive
to an event in Madison. Because of insurance reasons and
logistics, this is not possible.
John also reports that the rebuilding of the vintage
steam engine for the Whippany Railroad Museum, that the
club donated to last year, is going slowly.
He also reminded members that the picnic at Sven
Johnson’s will be on Sunday, August 12th.
2012 Toys For Tots – No report, John indicated that
if anyone wants to assist in this effort this year, to please
contact him now.
Show Report – Al Mellini reports that 85 lawn signs for the
show were put out stretching across northern New Jersey
from Essex County to Pennsylvania.
Al mentioned that unfortunately the management at
the Sussex County fairgrounds scheduled a horse show on
the same weekend as the MTA Military Show, so there is a
chance the Black Hawk helicopter landing on Sunday will
have to be cancelled (Unfortunately no War Horses will be
attending the horse show). Dennis Vecchiarelli will be
commanding the re-enactors area.
.
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Vendors - Chairman Fred Schlesinger mentioned
that the ‘Vendor List’ with the diagram of all spaces allocated
has been updated and placed on the website.
(http://mtaswapmeet.us). There are only (22) twenty-two
spaces remaining unrented in total and he was confident that
those will sell out before or on the days of the show.
40th Anniversary Display – Dave Steinert
mentioned that Gary Schultz had purchased two 17” digital
screens that will be flashing pictures and videos of past MTA
events at the show.
There is plans for a cake cutting ceremony on
Saturday at the show with past MTA Presidents and Members
present to share the 40th Anniversary Celebration.
Al concluded that everything was organized and set
to go, but emphasized that the members of the club need to
“step-up” and volunteer at the event to help out, especially in
the kitchen.

known "Dakota", the C-47 Skytrain, not only could the soldier
get to the nearest airstrip, but he could take with him the
means to travel to the actual battlefield in that well known
vehicle called a Jeep.

Old Business – None
New Business- OMS7 – (Organizational Maintenance
Shop 7) Chairman Steve Vidam and Lucus Nooter
addressed the Club with a variety related topics all concerning
proper vehicle maintenance.
Lucus mentioned that a
good source of mechanical topics
and issues pertaining to military
vehicles can be found in issues of
PS Magazine, the Preventive
Maintenance Monthly magazine
published by the Army every month
since 1951. He mentioned past
issues can be found from dealers at
military shows and even on ebay.
Steve presented information
on the proper sequence to torque the lug nuts on the wheels
of most military vehicles. He also demonstrated the testing of
the glow plugs on CUCV and Humvee engines. (Please see
Page 6).
Good of the Order – President Randy Emr ended the
meeting with a quick “pep” talk to the membership
encouraging members to pull together at the show and lend a
hand where they can.
The meeting adjourned at 9:22pm immediately following the
50-50 drawing.

IF YOU MUST FLY THERE-BRING YOUR JEEP
By Harold Ratzburg and Tony Hayter
The problem of getting the soldier to the battlefield
quickly over a long distance in a hurry was solved when the
airplane was invented. But of course, it was rare to have an
airstrip right next to the battlefield. With the coming of the well
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All this took time, because getting a jeep out of the
cargo door was not a simple matter, what with required ramps
etc., so a better method was looked for. It came in the shape
of a glider which could transport the soldier and his jeep into
the thick of the battle. Silent (well, almost), in its approach, the
glider proved to be very useful, and as the gliders got bigger
and better, more cargo could be carried.
The American and British gliders tended to differ in
how they were loaded and unloaded. The "Waco" was a
much used American glider which being low on the ground
had an entire front nose section that lifted up to "swallow" it's
load. This allowed for a very clever idea for unloading,
where a cable, pulled through a system of pulleys, lifted open
the front of the glider as it skidded to a stop, and so there
was no need to get out of the Jeep on landing, just drive the
jeep straight out IF the landing took place as planned. It must
have been a very merry ride for the troops in the jeep on the
way down.
The British gliders had in some cases a tail that could
be "blown off" but ramps then had to be put in position to
enable the Jeep to be driven out. A large side opening door
was also used, but it also required the use of ramps.
The next logical step was to hang a Jeep underneath
an airplane and drop it with the aid of a parachute. This is
where the British Army differed from the Americans----all
British Airborne Forces Jeeps were converted to enable them
to be slung under
the belly of a
bomber or carried
more easily in a
glider.
American
airborne Jeeps were
pretty much left as
they came from the
factory.
The first consideration was of course, weight, so all
non-essential parts were removed. Who needs rear bumpers,
so off they came. The height of the vehicle was most
important, with the highest point being the back of the front
seats, so the spare tire was removed. When in a glider, the
wheel was carried between the front bumper and the grill,
where a simple bolt held it in place. As soon as the jeep was
well away from the glider, the spare was put back on the rear
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mount because the wheel stopped the flow of air to the
radiator and caused over heating after a short distance.
When parachuted down, the spare was carried on the floor of
the Jeep.
The windshield would be carried in the folded down
position while in the glider, as was the canvas cover and
bows. These items were not carried on the parachuted Jeep.
Rear seats were never put into a Jeep of the British Airborne
Forces as the room was needed for the four parachutes which
lowered the jeep, or much needed supplies.
The front bumper was cut down to the width of the
chassis for weight reduction. There was never much room
inside a glider so off came the jerry can holder. The side and
rear grab handles stuck out from the body and could foul a
part of the glider so they were also removed.
The steering wheel stuck up above the level of the
seats, so a quick release arrangement was fitted so that with
a flip of the fingers, off came the steering wheel which was
then strapped to the front seat. The shock of landing, even
with four parachutes was quite severe so large pads with
reverse springs were fitted to each wheel to absorb the
shock. An eye witness told the story of seeing a Jeep come
down with the parachutes unopened and noted that it came
down in a most "spectacular fashion". I'll bet it was!!

An ever present danger was that after landing, the
parachutes would fill up with wind and tip the Jeep over. So,
two 'legs' were attached---with bowl shaped feet, and on
contact with the ground, hydraulic fluid was forced through
tubing
along
the legs
and
caused
the
main
parachute connecting ring to open allowing the parachutes to
blow away.
But that plan still left the problem on landing with only
one Jeep per airplane, until some 'genius' thought, "if we can
make a Jeep swim, (GPA), why not make it fly". So was born
the flying Jeep, the Rotaplane 10/42, (auto gyro), with its two
bladed rotor of 46-feet, 8 inches in diameter for lift. A pylon to
hold the rotor was bolted to the floor, a framework to hold the
tail plane and two fins was attached to the back of the jeep, a
tail skid, flying instruments plus a pilot was added and away
you went. At least, that was the idea. With several towed
behind an airplane, they would be cast off when the landing
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zone was reached and the auto gyro blades would auto-rotate
the jeeps slowly to the ground. The rotor, framework, and
other gadgets would be quickly unbolted and the Jeep would
then be ready for its normal duties. Yeah, RIGHT! Good luck
with that!
The only one ever built stood ready and was used for
the first trials. A rope was pulled causing the rotor to
start turning, and off down the runway roared the Jeep, being
pulled by a British Bentley dragging this weird contraption
behind it. When the speed got up to 65 mph, the Jeep took to
the air.
What an experience that must have been for the
soldiers inside the Jeep. I know that the top speed of my Jeep
is about 60 MPH and that driving it over 45 MPH makes it
seem like it might be coming apart. Considering the fact that
even a very slow airplane of WWII flew at perhaps 150 MPH,
what a ride it would have been to the GI's in the jeep as it was
towed-maybe even in tandem behind other Jeeps-in the
slipstream of the tow plane, had it ever gotten to that stage of
development.

They had a flying Jeep at last, but it certainly needed
to have some bugs removed. By the time all the snags had
been ironed out, bigger and better gliders had been built and
so the flying Jeep idea was abandoned.
There are a few surviving photographs of the flying
Jeep that show that this clever piece of engineering actually
existed and it is a great pity that the prototype was never kept.
NOTE: I need here to give credit to my co-author
Tony Hayter, who was a member of the National Military
Vehicle Collector Association in England back in the 1970's
when he wrote an article about the Jeeps. I found his article
in a back issue of the Motor Pool Messenger and felt that it
was worth reprinting again with a few of my very own smartaleck remarks and photos added to it. Thank you Tony!

LATEST ON MILITARY VEHICLE MUSEUMS IN U.S.A.
HISTORIC MILITARY VEHICLES
EMPHASIZING “NATIONAL”
SPRING 2012
By Dennis R. Spence
*** Patton Museum, Fort Knox, Kentucky: In September 2011,
most of its vehicles were moved to Fort Benning, Georgia,
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because the Armor School has merged with the Infantry
School to form the new Maneuver Center of Excellence at
Fort Benning. The U.S. Armor Center officially closed in June
2011, after more than seven decades at Fort Knox.
The Patton Museum of Cavalry & Armor at Fort Knox
has refocused its objective and is now the General George
Patton Museum and is currently raising funds for a new
museum at Fort Knox.
Fort Benning has the National Infantry Museum which
has a new building which opened in 2009, and which has
some vehicles for years.
A new National Armor and Cavalry Museum is
planned for Fort Benning.

*** The National Museum of the U.S. Air Force is near
Dayton, Ohio. A fourth building is planned. The Air Force
Museum Foundation publishes Friends Journal magazine.

*** Ordnance Museum, Aberdeen Proving Ground, Maryland:
The Ordnance School and the museum and many of its
armored vehicles are or were moved from Aberdeen to Fort
Lee, Virginia. However, some vehicles are staying at
Aberdeen. The vehicle movement from Aberdeen to Fort Lee
started in 2009, and is taking several years to complete. A
new ordnance museum is planned at Fort Lee.
The Ordnance Museum at Aberdeen was established
in 1919 and first opened to the public in 1924, but has been in
storage only some of the time. The museum building itself
closed in September 2010, and today only some of the
outside exhibits are viewable by the public. Security
clearances are required.
*** Transportation Museum at Fort Eustis, Virginia is staying
at Fort Eustis, although most of the Transportation Center and
School have moved to Fort Lee, Virginia.
*** Quartermaster Museum continues to be at Fort Lee,
Virginia. Fort Lee is now home of the Combined Army
Support Command, and the Sustainment Center of
Excellence. Fort Lee is near Petersburg.
*** National Museum of U.S. Army is planned at Fort Belvoir,
Virginia, just south of Washington, D.C. It is sponsored by the
The Army Historical Foundation, a non-profit organization.
The new museum is scheduled to open in 2015, and they are
now actively raising funds.
*** The National WWII Museum is in New Orleans was
founded by the late Stephen Ambrose. It opened in 2000 as
the National D-Day Museum. It was designated by U.S.
Congress in 2003 as the National WWII Museum. It has some
historic military vehicles, and also a Higgins landing craft.
*** The National Museum of the Pacific War is sponsored by
the Admiral Nimitz Foundation in Fredericksburg, Texas. It
was originally the Admiral Nimitz Center. A new gallery was
opened in 2009.
*** The National Museum of the Marine Corps and Marine
Corps Heritage Center uses a Dumfries, Virginia address but
is near Quantico, south of Washington, D.C. Although only
dedicated in 2006, it continues to expand and develop. It is
sponsored by the Marine Corps Heritage Foundation, which
publishes Sentinel magazine.
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Complete coverage of the MTA’s April 2012 Military Vehicle
Show coming in the next issue of Motor Pool Messenger…
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FOR SALE-1999 GRACO G MAX Airless Paint Sprayer, with extra
hole, gun, filters, tips; $1500.00. ITW Ransburg Electrostatic Paint
Unit; $1000.00. Call John Peterson at 732-485-1555 or email me at
awol@ptd.net.

To add or remove listings from the Classifieds, please
email Dave Steinert at dsteinert@optonline.net or call
973-347-9091
For Sale-Assortment of M-35 and M-135/211 parts. Please email
your requests to ajtucophc@comcast.net

For Sale-1952 M37 for parts, no engine, 1951 M37 in mint
shape, heat, winch, troop seats, 1968 M725 Jeep ambulance
in great shape, 1-ton trailer with bows, 2.5-ton w/winch, multifuel, troop seats, runs great, needs sheet metal work. I’m
looking for halftrack parts, T16 carrier parts, 105 MM
Howitzer. I will buy train wrecks for cash.!! , or trade call
me Dave at 1-917-567-6419.

For Sale- Aftermarket Fiberglass Hood For Early Willys CJ2A or
CJ3A. It would be fine for a M-38 also. Heavy duty late 60's early
70's era manufacturing. Good condition, ready to paint and install.
Put an end to rust problems with this fiberglass hood. $100.00. Too
much? Please make an offer. George. 973-927-7616 email
wagnergm@verizon.net
For Sale- 1959 M-100 trailer with a clean N.J. title,no rust,with extra
set of wheels. Someone cut a small door into the back panel that
doesn't take away from it. Otherwise in nice cond.that looks
good.It comes with two military generators (years unknown) also a
bow and both brackets for a M-38 jeep canvas top in it. $700. for
all,located in central N.J. Call Phil Galvano 732-539-4919
For Sale: 1987 HMMWV. One of the very best vehicles from the
August 1999 auction in Atlanta. 10,363 miles. Always garaged.
Meticulously maintained. 6.2 liter diesel. Ex-Marine Corps. Painted
camo. Has both brand new two-man and 4-man vinyl tops and doors
that match the camo paint. Has extra tire and rim, standard seat
cushions in front and double-thick on rear seats, convoy light, M16
rifle bracket, and two antennas. Also included but not installed: radio
mount, pioneer tool rack, fuel can bracket, fuel can, backup light,
front axle boots, body panels for conversion to pickup truck, tow
strap. Includes all manuals (operator, field and depot maintenance,
parts).
This is one of the few vehicles from the auction not used in salt
water, so wheel hubs and undercarriage are perfect. No dents or
dings. No corrosion. Driven only to parades and shows an average
of 300 miles per year in the 12 years I’ve owned it. Cruises easily at
65 mph. Located in Morristown, NJ. Registered in NH. Asking
$35,000. David Ahl, 973-285-0716, Photos at daveahl.jalbum.net
For Sale-Parting out a M37, have both body & engine parts. I also
have MB, GPW and CJ Jeep parts, plus some wheels for a CJ. One
bench seat for a 1953 Chevy pickup. Call Tom Weaver at (973)-6279448.
For Sale-Mil Spec primers and paints, OD and Camo. WWII Jeep frames,
front, rears, transmissions, PTOs, GI grease and oils. Call Paul Wadeson at
(607)-637-2275.
For Sale: 1952 Dodge M-37, rebuilt engine with about 40 miles on rebuild.
Runs good. Body needs minor work. Has hard top on now but have all frame
work and canvas for soft top. Clear N.J. title. Garage kept. Call Jim Mundy at
609-889-0907(home) or 973-713-9190(cell) (2/11)
For Sale-2-1/2 ton Vietnam era troop seats, muliti fuel, bows & winch. Runs
great, needs a little cab work, $3500. Ben Hale Trailer - 1 ton with bows,
lightly rusted, $300. 1968 M725 Ambulance - very nice shape - everything is
there. Rear gas heater, fresh paint, European tires, $3,500. M37 parts,
complete truck, part out with winch. Halftrack parts - call for your needs hood,
doors, radiators, rims, winch, lights, cab parts, armor, electrical etc. Call Dave
@917-567-6419, NY

MTA of NJ Newsletter

For Sale-I have just received some of the adjustable legs for the rear
of the M-101, ¾-ton trailers. These are new in the box (NOS), CARC
color, $40 each plus shipping. I'm in Zip 21071 (Maryland). E-mail at
glengar@verizon.net, if interested. Tim Clark.
For Sale: Looking for a military vehicle? From projects to
ground-up Restorations and everything in between!
Check out: WWW.USMILITARYVEHICLES.COM
Eastern Surplus & Equipment Co. is celebrating its 12th year!
We are now offering 100% PARTS SUPPORT for 2½ TON and 5 TON ALL
WHEEL DRIVE MILITARY VEHICLES Stocking a large inventory of trucks,
including: 2-½ ton M35A2 Turbo Diesel powered all wheel drive in various
body configurations; 2-½ ton M35A3 upgraded trucks with Caterpillar Diesel
engines and Allison Automatic transmission; 5-ton M800 series, Cummins
Diesel powered, 6 x 6 trucks in Cab and Chassis, Long-Medium-Short
Frames, Dump Trucks, 5th Wheel Tractors, Hydraulic Wreckers, Van Bodiesexpandable, Cargo Beds-Flatbeds; 5-ton M900 series; 5-ton with Naturally
aspirated or Turbo charged Cummins diesel engines, Allison
Automatic transmission, single
tires
We
can
EXPORT to
any
location, properly handle all required export documentation, and provide
approved transportation to any US port for overseas shipment. Domestic
shipment offered to anywhere in the US. Services by our team of mechanics
in our modern shop include: Full rebuild, component replacement, paint and
more. We offer pickup and return service for trucks to be repaired/rebuilt in
our shop via self unloading flatbed trailer. PAY-PAL online and credit cards
now accepted.
Please take a look at our web page to see many of the parts and trucks
we have in stock http://www.easternsurplus.net
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Next MTA Meeting
th
Monday, May 14 2012
Whippany American Legion

Military Transport Association
Of North Jersey
P.O. Box 393
Budd Lake, NJ 07828

Military Transport Association of North Jersey
A Chapter of the Military Vehicle Preservation Association
The Military Transport Association of North Jersey is a non-profit
organization for people interested in collecting, restoring,
displaying, and operating historic military vehicles. Members of the
club participate in 15 to 20 parades every year as well as
educational events, militaria and truck shows, rallies, trail rides and
visits to veteran’s homes.
Members also participate in projects such as restoring a jeep for
the National Guard Museum, the National Night Out, USMC Toys for
Tots campaign, fund raising for the National WWII and Korean War
Memorials, Boy Scout projects, and National Guard recruiting
campaigns.
Meetings are held on the second Monday of every month at the
Whippany American Legion Hall, Legion Place, Whippany, NJ. You
can come between 7:00 and 7:30 p.m. to eat pizza, sandwiches and
enjoy other refreshments. Beer and wine is available from the
Legion Hall. The meeting starts at 8:00 p.m. and is normally over by
9:00 p.m.
Join the MTA now and receive:

12 issues of the Motor Pool Messenger newsletter.

FREE classified sales and want ads in the newsletter.

Notices of parades and events in which you can
participate.

FREE annual picnic and FREE annual pizza party.

FREE MTA embroidered patch (when you attend an event).
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To join the Military Transport Association, send this form (or the
same information on a blank sheet of paper) with $20.00 annual
membership dues ($25.00 for Family Membership) to the address
below. Dues are for the calendar year.
Name______________________________________________
Address____________________________________________
City, State, Zip_______________________________________
Telephone (________)________________________________
Email______________________________________________
Military vehicle(s) owned_____________________________
Mail completed application with $20.00 annual dues to:

Military Transport Ass’n of North Jersey

P.O. Box 393
Budd Lake, NJ 07828
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