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ON THE COVER-A Kaiser M725 belonging to long time
MTA Member Jack White, on display at the April 1012
MTA Military Show & Swap Meet.

MTA 2012 Officers and Staff
President- Randy Emr
Tel: 973-219-4499

Email: randyemr@aol.com

Vice President- Dennis Vecchiarelli
Tel: 973-338-9497

Email: dvecc907@gmail.com

Sergeant at Arms-Scott Fleck
Tel: 908-391-2777

Email:smoking_diesel62@yahoo.com

Treasurer-Ginnie McDevitt
Tel: 845-987-7896

Membership Chairman-Fred Schlesinger
Tel:908-617-5066

Parade/Events

Email: fred@mtaofnj.us

Coordinator-None

Recording Secretary-George Wagner
Tel: : 973-927-7616

Email: wagnergm@verizon.net

Newsletter Editor-Dave Steinert
Tel: 973-347-9091

Email: dsteinert@optonline.net

Web Master-George Wagner
Tel: 973-927-7616

Email:wagnergm@verizon.net

2011 Sussex Show Chairman- Fran Antico
Tel: 973-670-1277
Email: FranA@mtaofnj.org
The next MTA monthly meeting will be on Saturday,
August 18th 2012 at Sven’s Picnic in Green Township,
N.J.

Military Transport Association
Meeting Minutes for July 14th 2012

The July meeting was held on the grounds of Mr.
Carmen Toto’s residence in Madison, N.J. The abbreviated
meeting was held during our club’s summer picnic. The
meeting was called to order by President Randy Emr at 1:00
p.m. Approximately 35 MTA members were in attendance. A
Pledge of Allegiance and Moment of Silence was initiated by
Sergeant at Arms, Scott Fleck.
The minutes of the previous MTA meeting were
approved as they appeared in last month’s newsletter.
Committee Reports:
The Treasurer’s Report was read by Dennis
Vecchiarelli and the figures are listed below:

Jack McDivitt asked for a continuation for the
funding of the Adoptee Account to be deducted from the
Swap Meet Account. President Emr verified that is how the
account was initially structured and will continue to operate in
the same manner.
Randy Emr discussed the formation of a committee to
establish procedures for donating a portion of MTA funds to
Charitable Organizations. He asked for suggestions and club
members who would be willing to take on this task. Further
discussions regarding this important issue will be brought up
at the next regular club meeting.
The issue of charging for business advertising space
in the MTA newsletter was discussed and will be brought up
at the next regular meeting for further discussion and possible
motions.
Proposal regarding advertising space in the MTA
newsletter submitted by Dave Steinert:
1. As per the membership "perks" agreement, a current MTA
member (being one whose membership dues have been paid
for the current year or a life time member) is entitled to a free
line(s) ad which will be deleted after six months (if not before
by notification to the editor).
2. MTA Members are entitled to a free business card ad for
one month. After that it will be $10 a month. Non-members
will pay $10 a month for the life of the ad.
3. MTA Members are entitled to a free 1/4-page ad for one
month. After that it will be $25 a month. Non-members will
pay $25 a month for the life of the ad.
4. MTA Members are entitled to a free 1/2-page ad for one
month. After that it will be $50 a month. Non-members will
pay $50 a month for the life of the ad.
5. Because of printing costs, a full-page ad will cost $100 a
month to both MTA Members & non-members.
Any ad larger than a line ad will need to be submitted
to the editor in a PDF, JPEG, or hardcopy format (all should
be of high quality) by the middle of each month with
necessary payment to make the following month's newsletter.
The editor can offer help in the design of the ad with
approval from the submitter for a small fee that will be
donated to the MTA.
MTA Parade/Events: Pete Schindo requested that anyone
wishing to attend the Mendham Labor Day Parade contact
him. The date and location is listed on the parade website.
The Clifton Veteran’s Day Parade is scheduled for
November 11, 2012. Anyone interested in attending please
contact Peter
2013 MTA Swap Meet: Fred Schlesinger advised that the
2013 MTA Show at the Sussex County Fair Grounds has
been set for April 27 and 28, 2013. New show date stickers
have been printed and are available for pick up. The vendors
were very pleased with our show and it continues to get
bigger and better every year.
If you know of any Re-Enactor Groups who may be
interested in attending next years show, have then contact
Dennis Vecchiarelli at 973-900-1969 for details.
Sven’s Picnic: The date is Saturday August 18, 2012.
Anyone wishing to attend, PLEASE contact John Sobotka
(973-908-3692) with a head count. John also asked for some
help setting up before the event and cleaning up afterwards.
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Your help will make the picnic more enjoyable for everyone!
(See page 5 for directions to Sven’s)
Jack McDivitt will research prices for garbage
disposal at Swen’s picnic. The subject of sharing the cost of
the garbage removal by both the MTA and the Red Ball Clubs
was brought up by Red Ball member, Bill Rich. The subject
will be discussed further at the next regular meeting of both
clubs.
Welcome New Members:
Mike Richmond is waiting patiently for an Air Force M-35
Duece to be released by Uncle Sam and into his loving arms!
Several club members have already offered their expertise
and help as he awaits his new baby’s arrival!
Carmen Toto: owns the property in Mendham Boro where we
held our summer picnic. He graciously offered our club the
use of his picnic area and pool for the day. Carmen holds
many community charity events on his property and extended
the MTA an open invitation to attend any of the charity events
whenever we wished. Carmen owns a 1946 - CJ-2 that has
been in his family for years. Both he and his son Carmen III,
enjoy driving the family children around the property in his
jeep.
Welcome to our club Mike, Carmen and family!
A 50/50 was held. Paul Dormont won $56.00 and
immediately donated his winnings back to the club. Thank you
Paul for your generosity!
Randy concluded the meeting by thanking Vinny and
Linda Schwartz, as well as, Al (Cookie) Mellini for their
work in organizing the event. Al and his son, Mark cooked
their hearts out as usual to make the day enjoyable or
everyone!
Honorable mention also goes out to Andy Salvado
for supplying the best sweet Italian Sausage in the State! It
was the hit of the day!
With that being said, Randy adjourned the meeting at
1:45p.m.

July 4th 2012 at the Chatham Motor Pool
By Vinny Schwartz
Wednesday 4 July 2012 began as a light rain came
down at the Chatham Motor Pool. At 0630, I went out to finish
some last minute details getting the shop ready to receive
friends and family for the picnic that would follow the Chatham
4th of July Parade. Table cloths were spread, condiments
were distributed to the serving table and of course some
“mine clearing” of the grassy areas was completed (the dogs
are trained not to drop their “mines” on the parking lot).
This year we erected a collection of pop-ups in front
of the shop and one for the grill (borrowed from the MTA). We
had a Grill Master this year that volunteered to do all the
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cooking in exchange for a ride in one of the trucks and a few
beers. Just ask Al Mellini, what a great deal that was!
About 0900, drivers and riders began to straggle in
and we had coffee ready but the rain had cleared and the sun
was already warm enough that water was the preferred
beverage. Crews began to uncover the “The Untouchable”
Gun Truck and check the other vehicles for recommended
fluid levels, tires, brakes, etc. We were supposed to depart
the motor pool before 0930 for recon and location of our line
up spot on Hillside Avenue. The convoy from New Providence
arrived early at the motor pool and stayed in the street until
we pulled out behind them and followed their lead to the
parade area. We arrive at our line up spot and even though
we are only a half block from the staging area I think we were
late.
As parades go, I think this year Chatham was a
little more disorganized than usual but I'm gonna pass along
my comments to some of the firemen (just a little constructive
criticism on my part) and hope this helps in the future.
Supposedly the schedule was line up at 0930 with the parade
starting promptly at 1000. Well the first thing that initiated
things getting out of control was arriving at the same time as
the New Providence convoy which included the Legion Post
that was using Paul Dormont's trucks in the parade. There
was supposed to be a separation between the two groups but
since nobody in authority from the parade staff can tell the
difference, they put us all together. So we had a great turnout
of vehicles.
Waiting for the parade to start, the lineup was leading
us off was David Welch with his GPA, followed by Pasquale
“Boca Raton” Lombardo and Dave Ahl with their Humvees.
Next were Jamey O'Conner and Jack White with their military
ambulances. We then had Paul Dormont and his M816 and
Tom Serpico driving his M813, both with the Legionaries
riding. The Chatham Motor Pool came in behind with my M54
Cargo and “The Untouchable” Gun truck. I had Fran Currasco
in his Mission of Honor Uniform and blazing white hair and his
charming girlfriend, Judy in the back with a bunch of kids to fill
out the gun box. Sheila and Irene and Don rode shotgun with
Dave Ahl and Russel Voit rode shotgun with my new driver
Alan Ballester from the MoH.
The parade finally got moving at 1100 hrs and was
well attended by the residents. We always seem to have
a great turnout for the parade and this year was
particularly good. It was good to see all the families turn out
for the parade and I was really proud of the response to “The
Untouchable” as it passed them. Dave Ahl did a excellent job
with his PA system announcing the truck as well as
presenting the Mission of Honor Chairman. It was good to
have some folks come up to me during the staging area
inquiring about the program.
We all pulled over at the end of the parade and those
who were coming back to the Chatham Motor Pool fell in
behind me as we convoyed to my AO. A few blocks from the
motor pool we stopped at a traffic light and the Florham Park
guys led by Vinnie Galina, Dave and Doug Doyle driving their
vehicles got in front of us. Main Street was still closed due to
the parade and the street that the motor pool is on is the only
detour to get around the parade route. With this situation
creating additional traffic and with each truck in our convoy
needing to back into the motor pool parking area it created a
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real “cluster…uh...truck”. The crew stopped traffic while all the
trucks backed into the driveway and I got them all staged
correctly in the yard. This year, we had all POV's (Privately
Owned Vehicles) park in the lot next door so we had a yard o'
green in the motor pool. I learned that we can fit a few more
trucks in the place than I thought and that it was a good idea
to restrict the POVs to the next door lot (they are not a match
for the safe maneuvering of big trucks). We had a bunch more
smaller military vehicles to fill out the grass area where the
pool used to be (since I swept the area for mines earlier in the
morning there were no causalities) We need more Jeeps For
Chatham next year guys.

The place began to empty out about 1530 as folks
began to waddle to their cars. I am sure no one left
hungry. Everyone was happy and said they will be back next
year. Linda and I were glad to have a crowd here again and
thank everyone who took the time spend our Nations Birthday
with us.

Randy’s Monthly Friendly Rant!:)

When we got back, our Grill Master was already
going over the grill and the setup we provided for him. It was
indeed a great setup. The location and accouterments were
up to his standards and he proclaimed so, as soon as he was
finished salivating about the MTA grill. On the menu was: hot
dogs, hamburgers, grilled/marinated chicken, skirt steak,
shish kabobs, clams-on-the-half-shell and steamed, green
salad, potato, macaroni salad, baked beans, sausage,
peppers and onions, meatballs, ambrosia, baked ziti,
strawberries, cake, cookies and apple, blueberry and cherry
pie. Assorted ice cold beer, soda and water and then slices of
cold watermelon. The shop was super clean (if you saw it last
week, you wouldn't believe it) the joint cleaned up nice and
we put a good face on it for the guests. The fan worked to
keep the shop area cool and the tents provide
shade for everyone to enjoy the groceries.
Ed Pavlick brought with him a “newbie” (maybe a
prospective member)…he recently won an M35A2 at GL. He
currently is awaiting his EUC so he can claim his prize. He
stopped in to check us out. He took it all in and even though
Peter Schindo went on about how he’s…”gonna buy a M923
and load his pimp wagon on it and drive to Florida with no
tags, wearing a uniform and hat without getting locked
up”…the newbie toughed it out and I think he enjoyed himself
and I hope we didn't scare him away. He is looking to coming
to the next meeting and meeting some “serious” members.
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I would like you all to know, that I want you to call
me anytime you need anything in regards to the MTA. If
you are on the way to an event and can’t find it…call me at
973 219 4499. I handed out MTA President business
cards to everyone at a past meeting, hoping they will help
us and help each other. I always have them on me if
someone would like one! Put me on speed dial in your
phone, I answer every call I get. Of course, there is a time,
now and again one may not come thru…if so, please leave
your name and number and I will return your call…ALSO,
CALL BACK in a few minutes, you will get me!
The July meeting/swap meet/picnic/show was a
HUGE success! Over 30 members had an absolutely
GREAT time! It was voted there will be NO regular August
Monday evening meeting. It will be held at NOON at
Sven’s picnic on Saturday, August 18th.
PLEASE let John Sobotka know if you are coming
and about how many guests, It has been brought to my
attention that there are a lot of people or groups that are
NOT members of either club and they are just showing up.
We are asking Sven to have Red Ball membership forms
on hand for those who come and are not an immediate
guest of a member…that they can join right there and be
part of the team and enjoy their day. Of course there will
be MTA membership forms at our meeting, and i will have
them with me. But this is Sven’s gig and the first honor to
join a club will for sure go to Red Ball Club.
John has noted that a lot of people show and
scoot! That’s just not the MTA way, and I am sure we will
be hearing, "What can I do to help" a lot more. I would like
the MTA members to show how much we appreciate ALL
Sven, Helga and Gus and the rest of the Johnson Family
do to provide a day of food and fun for us all. And this also
includes many of the Red Ball members. Please take a
minute to thank them personally. I know they would
appreciate a lot more people noticing what they do. I think
it might not be intentional, but after years of doing this
picnic, we may be taking it a little for granted. Please do
ALL you can to make it a FUN and enjoyable time for them
TOO!! I know they want us to have fun, but we need to let
them know how much we appreciate ALL their hard work
and most of ALL the years of friendship we share...Thanks
ALL!.....Randy
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Favorite Find
WW II KNUCKS KNIFE

pack of cigarettes, which was the accepted currency in those
post war days.
So----for years, I told other collectors the story of my
German copy of an American Mark 1 fighting knife.

By Harold “The Ole Geezer” Ratzburg

My favorite militaria collectible is one that I have had
now for over sixty years. How I came about it makes an
interesting story and remembering those good old days brings
a warm glow to my heart.
Way back in the days of the Korean Police Action, I
was a young "Fly boy" in the US Air Force. (We were also
known as "Bus Drivers" by the US Army personnel, and
we derisively called them the "Ground Pounders".)
By a happy sequence of circumstances, I was
assigned to be a member of the U.S. Occupation Forces in
post war Germany instead of being shipped to the shooting
war zone in Korea. Other members of the Air Force Radar
Repairman class I graduated with in Mississippi were sent to
Korea and spent part of their enlistment blowing up Air Bases
ahead of the Chinese Forces who were winning the "Police
Action" at that time.
With incredible
good luck, I wound up
as a Supply Clerk in a
U.S.
Air
Force
Intelligence Squadron
in Ulm an der Donau,
Germany. We lived
and had our offices in
three large Ex-Nazi
German Villas. As a
young collector and
working in supply, I had
the keys and therefore
the access to all parts
of those villas. The
villas had previously
been occupied right
after WWII by the U.S.
Army's Counter Intelligence Corps (CIC) and the Criminal
Investigation Division (CID).
On one of my first forays into 'liberating" any military
souvenirs I might find (before someone else who was a
collector found them). I climbed into the garage attic at one of
the villa's. There in the dust, I found a nice M-3 USGI fighting
knife and this odd looking knuckle knife. Who had left them
there, I have no idea, but now-----they were mine!
The knucks knife was a mystery to me. I had never,
(being fresh off a farm in Wisconsin before joining the USAF)
seen anything like it, and there were no markings on the knife.
I knew what the WWI U.S. Mark 1 fighting knife looked like
and it just made sense to me that a German Soldat from WWI
had brought one home as his trophy from the trenches and
tried to copy it.
The blade of my knucks knife was rather crudely
made and looked more like a spear point than a fighting knife,
but I knew how to fix that. I took it to a German Knife Shop in
town and had them grind it down to my specifications for a
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About 30 years had passed when I paged through a
copy of M. H. Cole's book of "U S Military knives, Bayonets &
Machetes", and there was my knucks knife. It turns out that it
was really American made by an unknown maker. All of the
other known knucks in private collections were unmarked like
mine, and all had a variety of blades. Some were made with
a cast iron knuckle handle. Some of those in private
collections came with a leather scabbard made by "Stelzig
Saddlery Co" of Houston Texas.

So----now I knew something for sure about the knife,
although I may have affected its value by having the blade
ground down.
Does that new information make me feel different
about my favorite knife? Nope----no way!!!! The knife still
lays on the top of my desk, doing its job now for over 60
years, that of being a nice paper weight and a letter opener.
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title. Garage kept. Call Jim Mundy at 609-889-0907(home) or 973713-9190(cell) (2/11)

To add or remove listings from the Classifieds, please
email Dave Steinert at dsteinert@optonline.net or call
973-347-9091

For Sale-2-1/2 ton Vietnam era troop seats, muliti fuel, bows &
winch. Runs great, needs a little cab work, $3500. Ben Hale
Trailer - 1 ton with bows, lightly rusted, $300. 1968 M725
Ambulance - very nice shape - everything is there. Rear gas
heater, fresh paint, European tires, $3,500. M37 parts, complete
truck, part out with winch. Halftrack parts - call for your needs
hood, doors, radiators, rims, winch, lights, cab parts, armor,
electrical etc. Call Dave @917-567-6419, NY

For Sale-1947 CJ Jeep converted to a WWII Army Tribute
Jeep with military trailer. Great for parades. Jeep is in good
condition. Asking $5500 or best offer for Jeep and trailer. For
more information call Joe at (201)-803-3192. (8/12)

FOR SALE-1999 GRACO G MAX Airless Paint Sprayer, with
extra hole, gun, filters, tips; $1500.00. ITW Ransburg
Electrostatic Paint Unit; $1000.00. Call John Peterson at 732-4851555 or email me at awol@ptd.net.

For Sale-Assortment of M-35 and M-135/211 parts. Please
email your requests to ajtucophc@comcast.net

For Sale-1952 M37 for parts, no engine, 1951 M37 in mint
shape, heat, winch, troop seats, 1968 M725 Jeep ambulance in
great shape, 1-ton trailer with bows, 2.5-ton w/winch, multi-fuel,
troop seats, runs great, needs sheet metal work. I’m looking for
halftrack parts, T16 carrier parts, 105 MM Howitzer. I will buy train
wrecks for cash.!! , or trade call me Dave at 1-917-567-6419.

For Sale- Aftermarket Fiberglass Hood For Early Willys CJ2A
or CJ3A. It would be fine for a M-38 also. Heavy duty late 60's
early 70's era manufacturing. Good condition, ready to paint
and install. Put an end to rust problems with this fiberglass
hood. $100.00. Too much? Please make an offer.
George. 973-927-7616 email:
wagnergm@verizon.net
For Sale- 1959 M-100 trailer with a clean N.J. title,no rust,with
extra set of wheels. Someone cut a small door into the back
panel that doesn't take away from it. Otherwise in nice
cond.that looks good.It comes with two military generators
(years unknown) also a bow and both brackets for a M-38 jeep
canvas top in it. $700. for all,located in central N.J. Call Phil
Galvano 732-539-4919
For Sale: 1987 HMMWV. One of the very best vehicles from the
August 1999 auction in Atlanta. 10,363 miles. Always garaged.
Meticulously maintained. 6.2 liter diesel. Ex-Marine Corps.
Painted camo. Has both brand new two-man and 4-man vinyl tops
and doors that match the camo paint. Has extra tire and rim,
standard seat cushions in front and double-thick on rear seats,
convoy light, M16 rifle bracket, and two antennas. Also included
but not installed: radio mount, pioneer tool rack, fuel can bracket,
fuel can, backup light, front axle boots, body panels for
conversion to pickup truck, tow strap. Includes all manuals
(operator, field and depot maintenance, parts).
This is one of the few vehicles from the auction not used
in salt water, so wheel hubs and undercarriage are perfect. No
dents or dings. No corrosion. Driven only to parades and shows
an average of 300 miles per year in the 12 years I’ve owned it.
Cruises easily at 65 mph. Located in Morristown, NJ. Registered
in NH. Asking $35,000. David Ahl, 973-285-0716, Photos at
daveahl.jalbum.net.

For Sale-Parting out a M37, have both body & engine parts. I
also have MB, GPW and CJ Jeep parts, plus some wheels for
a CJ. One bench seat for a 1953 Chevy pickup. Call Tom
Weaver at (973)-627-9448.

For Sale-I have just received some of the adjustable legs for the
rear of the M-101, ¾-ton trailers. These are new in the box (NOS),
CARC color, $40 each plus shipping. I'm in Zip 21071 (Maryland).
E-mail at glengar@verizon.net, if interested. Tim Clark.

For Sale: Looking for a military vehicle? From projects to
ground-up Restorations and everything in between!
Check out: WWW.USMILITARYVEHICLES.COM
Eastern Surplus & Equipment Co. is celebrating its 12th year!
We are now offering 100% PARTS SUPPORT for 2½ TON and
5 TON ALL WHEEL DRIVE MILITARY VEHICLES Stocking a
large inventory of trucks, including: 2-½ ton M35A2 Turbo Diesel
powered all wheel drive in various body configurations; 2-½ ton
M35A3 upgraded trucks with Caterpillar Diesel engines and
Allison Automatic transmission; 5-ton M800 series, Cummins
Diesel powered, 6 x 6 trucks in Cab and Chassis, Long-MediumShort Frames, Dump Trucks, 5th Wheel Tractors, Hydraulic
Wreckers, Van Bodies-expandable, Cargo Beds-Flatbeds; 5-ton
M900 series; 5-ton with Naturally aspirated or Turbo charged
Cummins diesel engines, Allison Automatic transmission, single
tires We can EXPORT to any location, properly handle all
required export documentation, and provide approved
transportation to any US port for overseas shipment. Domestic
shipment offered to anywhere in the US. Services by our team of
mechanics in our modern shop include: Full rebuild, component
replacement, paint and more. We offer pickup and return service
for trucks to be repaired/rebuilt in our shop via self unloading
flatbed trailer. PAY-PAL online and credit cards now accepted.
Please take a look at our web page to see many of the parts
and trucks we have in stock http://www.easternsurplus.net

For Sale-Mil Spec primers and paints, OD and Camo. WWII
Jeep frames, front, rears, transmissions, PTOs, GI grease and
oils. Call Paul Wadeson at (607)-637-2275.
For Sale: 1952 Dodge M-37, rebuilt engine with about 40 miles
on rebuild. Runs good. Body needs minor work. Has hard top on
now but have all frame work and canvas for soft top. Clear N.J.
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