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ON THE COVER – The 1971 M151A2 Jeep of Dong Cho.
(Pictured by Dave Ahl)

MTA 2012 Officers and Staff
President- Randy Emr
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Email: randyemr@aol.com

Vice President- Dennis Vecchiarelli
Tel: 973-338-9497

Email: dvecc907@gmail.com

Sergeant at Arms-Scott Fleck
Tel: 908-391-2777

Email:smoking_diesel62@yahoo.com

Treasurer-Ginnie McDevitt
Tel: 845-987-7896

Parade/Event Coordinator-Peter Schindo
Tel:201-456-4071

Email: chindop@optonline.net

Membership Chairman-Fred Schlesinger
Tel:908-617-5066

Parade/Events

Email: fred@mtaofnj.us

Coordinator-None

Recording Secretary-George Wagner
Tel: : 973-927-7616

Email: wagnergm@verizon.net

Newsletter Editor-Dave Steinert
Tel: 973-347-9091

Email: dsteinert@optonline.net

Web Master-George Wagner
Tel: 973-927-7616

Email:wagnergm@verizon.net

2011 Sussex Show Chairman- Fran Antico
Tel: 973-670-1277
Email: FranA@mtaofnj.org
The next MTA monthly meeting will be on Monday,
November 12th 2012 at 8:00 PM at the Whippany
American Legion, Legion Place, Whippany, NJ.
Refreshments at provided at 7:30PM.
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Meeting Minutes for October 8th 2012
Meeting started promptly at 8:00 PM. The Meeting was
held at the American Legion Hall in Whippany, NJ. There were
about two dozen attending, smaller than our usual roomful. A
Pledge of Allegiance & Moment of Silence/Prayer, lead by
Sergeant-At-Arms Scott Fleck started the meeting.
The Minutes of the previous meeting, as they appear in the
newsletter, were approved.
Club Office Reports
Treasurers Report – Bill Murphy (filling in for the absent
Dennis Vecchiarelli) delivered the report.

Membership – President Randy Emr, (filling in for the absent
Fred Schlesinger) reported that we do have members, ha!
There were no new members present at this meeting.
Holiday Party – Chairman Brent Weaver reported that the
dinner will be at The Cannon Gate Catering & Conference Center
at Picatinny Arsenal. After a brief discussion period the attending
membership picked February 16th, 2013. More details will come
as the date gets nearer.
Parades – President Randy Emr, (filling in for the absent Peter
Schindo) addressed The Club about the upcoming parades.
There are the two next month, both on November 11th. The NYC
Veterans’ parade and convoy were discussed. Several members
in attendance are planning to attend this big event. Randy
indicated that the required legwork / paperwork have been
processed. There is nothing an attendee must do extra to attend
this parade. The second parade, in Clifton, was also discussed.
There were about ten members present at the meeting who are
planning to attend this parade.
Newsletter – Chairman Dave Steinert thanked Dennis
Vecchiarelli for last month’s meeting minutes. Dave also
recognized David Ahl, Harold Ratzburg and Peter Schindo for
contributing the great articles (TV Shoot report, Collecting at the
Front, USMC & Navy Scholarship) in last month’s newsletter.
Website – No report.
Adoptees – No report.
Railroad Operating Batallion – Toys for Tots – Chairman
John “Everything Is Great, and Getting Better” Sobotka
delivered a ‘Good News’ & ‘Bad News’ style report. For the
‘Good News’, John attended a TFT 2012 kickoff event in Butler,
NJ last month. There was a big turn at this event, as 175 toys
and 4 bicycles were collected by local volunteers. This was a
very good start for so early in this season. The ‘Bad News’ was
the news that several railroad cars, including our ‘borrowed’
baggage car, were vandalized at the rail yard. Thieves crawled
under the cars and removed all the copper wiring. This effectively
rendered the units unusable and unfortunately, non-repairable.
These units will most likely be scrapped now.
The TFT / Santa Train plans were detailed. There are
two separate routes / events this year. The first route, the
December 8th and 9th Susquehanna Event is really going to be
two events in themselves. The 12/8 route is to collect all the toys
destined for the Marines at Picatinny. The logistics have to be
ironed out but the boxcar must be unloaded at the last stop and
the toys trucked to the Arsenal. The next day, 12/9, the train will
travel a northern route from Warwick, NY, and will end with the
toys being delivered to the boys at Stewart AFB, Newburgh, NY.
The December 15th event, starts in Morris County
Flanders and goes though Ledgewood-Kenvil-Dover-Rockaway.
A 3/4 – Ton trailer is needed to holds the toys at firehouse in
Flanders. An M-101 or M-105 would be great, if a member can
lend one.
OMS7 – President Randy Emr, (filling in for the absent Steve
Vidam) discussed the maintenance issues of multiple batteries
we employ in our restored military vehicles. Most M-series
vehicles are 24 volt systems, which require 2 x 12-volt batteries.
A very good set of ‘lessons learned’ were presented and good
discussion followed. Thank you, Randy.
2012 Show Report – President Randy Emr, (filling in for the
absent Fran Antico) quickly noted that there is material for
updating the large and small signs with the new show date / info
available on the table in the back.
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New Business – Randy Emr brought up the Dover / Teaneck
ANG Xmas party plans, and how the MTA can help. It was
decided that this American Legion Hall can host a party of about
200 people upstairs. So the MTA will pay for the hall rental so
these two groups can have a Xmas party here. A resolution to
pay the cost of $500 for the rental was made; a vote was
conducted and passed by all in attendance.
John Sobotka brought up the need for a utility trailer
which would hold all The Club’s swag / gear. It should be fitted
out with shelves to stow all the plastic containers, swap meet /
show support gear, etc. to make it easier for us to handle the
stuff at all the shows we attend. Randy will start a committee and
research what it would take for a Club owned trailer. Details will
follow in the next meeting.
It was deemed necessary for another membership list to
be generated and mailed along with next month’s newsletter.
Copies will also be available at the meetings.
For the Good of the Club - President Randy Emr mentioned
that Vinny Schwartz is in the hospital with a serious infection
due to a prior medical procedure. We are asked to keep both
Vinny and Linda in our prayers, and ask for a quick recovery for
both of them.
Randy reported on a Wounded Warrior event where
several MTA members recently attended (Dennis, Randy, Jesse,
Raymond and Brent, to name but a few). This was the ‘Team
Schlitz’ event held at Mulligan’s Bar, in Hoboken, NJ. A solider
Mike Schlitz was seriously wounded, losing both hands and
received very serious burns over his head and upper body. He
has made remarkable progress in his recovery and rehabilitation.
This event was a fund raiser so he can get a ‘smart’ home built
so it can better accommodate his disabilities. This fund raiser
generated over $4500.00 to help in this goal. Randy made a very
moving / emotional presentation to The Club about this event.
“The event was what ‘we’ The MTA are all about, giving
something back to those who gave so much for us”.
The food venue tonight was catered hot trays of Chicken
Marsala, Sausage & Peppers, Lasagna and Eggplant Parmesan
along with pizza. All were delicious.
A 50-50 was conducted, and…

A 'NOT SO GOOD' PICK
AT AN ESTATE SALE
By Harold Ratzburg
In a previous article, I wrote about a certain find, or pick
that I made at an estate sale which turned out to be very good
investment of my time and money. It ain't always that way, and
for sure, anybody can make mistakes. Let me tell you about one
of mine.
Chinese Cash----I went to a sale in Morristown, NJ, on
one of my Friday tours. I find that Friday is best because most
sales start on Fridays, and they have not been picked over too
much by people who have gotten there before you.
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It was in a kind of vintage old house and the owner was
a very nice personable, 80 year old lady who was downsizing
because her husband had passed away some time ago.
With my trusty flashlight I prowled through the house
and came to a big family room. It contained all the regular family
room items, but what caught my eye was a framed set of old
Chinese coins, at a marked price of $200.00. They were not
especially outstanding, but as a "collector", any group of things
catches my eye. The lady told me that her husband had bought
the coins for her 60 plus years ago when they were on their
honeymoon in China. Looking around a little more in another
room, I found a book, called "Price guide to Chinese Cash" and
it had drawn pictures and descriptions and prices of old Chinese
coins. Paging through it, I found photos and prices of some of
the coins in the frame I had seen, and what do you know, there
was a drawing of one of the coins, (that actually looked like a
key,) with a price of $1200.00. WOW----such a deal! After a lot
of thought and indecision, I decided to go for it. I had to go out to
an ATM to get me more cash.
I took my treasure home and with the help of Google
and the price guide book I had bought, I laid out my "pick". My
book told me that I had the possibility of making a good pile of
money.
Google told me that----look out----there were a lot of
counterfeiters in the world, even way back when in the old
Chinese Dynasties. What a surprise that was.
Now the problem was, how the heck do I tell a
counterfeit from the real article? Google did not show any photos
of the real things.
As it happened, we had a vacation planned to go to
England for a 10 day vacation, and while there, we had the
opportunity to stay in London, which gave us the opportunity to
visit the London Museum which is a BIG museum. And what do
you know----it had a whole section devoted to Chinese Cash,--the real items of course.
Included was a real specimen of the little $1200.00, key
shaped Chinese coin that I had at home. It had a little silver
thread of silver embedded in it somehow to try to prevent
counterfeiters from counterfeiting it, so the one I had was a poor
copy----counterfeit----of an original. That can certainly ruin your
day, and it did ruin mine. You got to figure it is a lesson learned
and move on.
I held on to the coins for a long time, cause they sure
didn't give me any bragging rights, and I finally put them on Ebay,
five coins at a time. The first five brought me a whole $4.00 and
the second five, plus the price guide booklet I had purchased and
the photos I had taken of the real thing in the London Museum
sold for $6.00.
So the total sale price of my $200.00 investment was a
whole $10.00. Whoop--de--do!
I am sorry now that I sold off all the photos that I took in
the London Museum, because they would have been good to
show you the real things as compared to the counterfeit items
and how you can screw up.
The bottom line is that the whole deal illustrates that
sometimes maybe you just shouldn't venture into things that you
don't know anything about. I learned my lesson on the coins, but
then again, I might just jump in again sometime on a "good
investment" and learn the lesson all over again. It does keep life
interesting.
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Monday, November 12th 8:00PM
Whippany American Legion
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