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ON THE COVER –A WWII Halftrack makes its way to the
Front Lines at the 2013 Battle of the Bulge reenactment held
January 22nd through January 27th.(Photo courtesy of John
Dwyer).

MTA 2013 Officers and Staff
Tel: 973-219-4499

President- Randy Emr

Email: randyemr@aol.com

Vice President- Dennis Vecchiarelli

Tel: 973-338-9497

Email: dvecc907@gmail.com

Sergeant at Arms-Scott Fleck

Tel: 908-391-2777

Email:smoking_diesel62@yahoo.com

Treasurer-Ginnie McDevitt

Tel: 845-987-7896

Parade/Event Coordinator-Peter Schindo

Tel:201-456-4071

Email: chindop@optonline.net

Membership Chairman-Fred Schlesinger

Tel:908-617-5066

Parade/Events

Email: fred@mtaofnj.us

Coordinator-None

Recording Secretary-George Wagner

Tel: : 973-927-7616

Email: wagnergm@verizon.net

Newsletter Editor-Dave Steinert

Tel: 973-347-9091

Email: dsteinert@optonline.net

Web Master-George Wagner

Tel: 973-927-7616

Email:wagnergm@verizon.net

2011 Sussex Show Chairman- Fran Antico
Tel: 973-670-1277
Email: FranA@mtaofnj.org
The next MTA monthly meeting will be on February 11th
2013 at 8:00 PM at the Whippany American Legion,
Legion Place, Whippany, NJ. Refreshments at provided at
7:30PM.
Military Transport Association

Meeting Minutes for January 14th 2012
The Meeting started at 8:00PM and was held at the
American Legion Hall in Whippany, NJ. There was literally a
another full house this evening. A Pledge of Allegiance &
Moment of Silence – Prayer, led by Sergeant-At-Arms Scott
Fleck started the meeting. Scott reminded all in attendance to
keep the private conversations to a minimum, to respect each of
the reporting committee members.
The Minutes of the previous meeting, as they appear in
the newsletter, were approved.
Club Office Reports
Treasurers Report – Dennis Vecchiarelli delivered the
following report:
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Holiday Party – Chairman Brent Weaver reported that the
dinner menu selection will be very much the same as last
year for the party at Picatinny Arsenal on February 16th, 2013.
There will be a carving station of turkey, roast beef
and pork with a cash bar. The party will be from 6:00PM to
10:00PM at the Officer’s Club at Picatinny.
A check has been sent to reserve time and date. The
price will be $10 a person and Brent asks that you bring your
payment to the next meeting.
Newsletter – Chairman Dave Steinert thanked George
Wagner for last month’s meeting minutes. Dave also
recognized Vinny Schwartz for his article on the USS Ling,
Harold Ratzburg for his Collector’s Corner article and Fred
Schlesinger for his article on Christmas at the Veterans
Home that appear in last month’s newsletter. Dave also
thanked Dave Young for his help folding, sorting and
addressing the newsletters.
Website – No report.
Membership – Fred Schlesinger reports we now have 207
members and that membership dues are now being accepted
for 2013. Members have until the April MTA Show to pay their
dues before being cut from the membership list.
Show Report – Fred Schlesinger, (filling in for the absent
Fran Antico) – reports that Fran regrets that she has not
been able to make it to the meetings and that the first show
committee meeting will be held in March. Not many changes
to the show this year. The Contract has been signed. Our ad
will run in one more additions of Military Vehicle Magazine.
There has been a good response from the vendors. Thirty
vendors have responded already.
Fred mentioned he may need some volunteers for
updating the signs and setting them up. New Made in
America MTA shirts need to be ordered. The color will be OD
and the design will be slightly tweaked. (Noted:There was
some dissension over the fact that no Korean era vehicles are
depicted on the shirt design).
OMS7 – Steve Vidam discussed the testing of an electric fuel
pump on a 2-1/2 ton trucks. Symptoms of a faulty electric fuel
pump are hard starting, poor acceleration, low top speed.
To test fuel pump, with
engine off, disconnect plug
from fuel tank pump, turn
accessory (master) switch to
on, check for 24 volts at plug, it
should read 24 volts with
switch on and zero volts with
switch off. Reconnect plug.
Remove output line
and install a pressure gauge.
Turn on accessory (master)
switch to on with the engine
off. The gauge should read 5 to 7 PSI.
If the gauge reads 0 PSI remove top cover of the fuel
pump and check the 20 amp fuse if burnt replace and check
for the 5 to 7 PSI again. If still 0 PSI replace the in TANK
PUMP.
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If all checks are OK, remove pressure gauge and
reinstall line and check for leaks.
Parades – No report.
MTA Railroad Operating Battalion-A “Toys for Tots” hat
signed by the entire crew including Santa and his helpers was
presented to John Sobotka for his enormous work on the
event. The total toy count collected was around 13,000. John
will recognize others that supported him with the drive at the
Christmas party.
Old Business – Challenge Coins – Tom McHugh reported
that 50 challenge coins were sold and there are another 200
on order. Tom plans on visiting Bethesda the Sunday before
Memorial Day.
New Business – Nothing noted.
For the Good of the Club – Nothing noted.
Motions: A majority of the membership approved to order
one Gross of MTA hats. A majority of the membership
approved $250 to pay the balance of the moneys owed to
MTA members for the Wal-Mart Gift cards purchased for the
homeless veterans at the Veterans Haven North facility.
Meeting was adjourned at 9:03PM

Collecting at the Front
Submitted by
Harold “the Ole Geezer” Ratzburg

The Korean War Veterans Association is still selling Challenge
Coins @ $20 each. The funds are used to buy additional Coins which we give
as gifts to the wounded troops in Bathesda & Walter Reid Military Hospitals,
as well as Special Korean War Veterans in NJ Veteran Hospitals.
Our Thanks to all those members that have purchased Challenge
Coins. Support has been excellent & is appreciated. This will be an ongoing
project. Coins will be available at MTA Meetings, MTA & RedBall Shows.
Anyone interested in purchasing Challenge Coins please contact To Mchugh
at tmmchugh@msn.com or 908-852-1964
Tom Mchugh
KWVA National Director
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What Might a Civil War Gunboat and
The WWII Jeep GPA Have in Common?
By Dave Steinert

While on a recent trip to New Orleans, my wife Kathy
and I took an overnight trip to Vicksburg, Mississippi to tour
the Civil War Battlefield there. The battle, which developed
into a long Union siege of the Confederate held city, would
become an important victory for the Union. The conquering of
Vicksburg, which is strategically located on the banks of the
Mississippi River, would open the river for the uninterrupted
movement of Union forces into the Deep South. The besieged
Confederate forces would finally surrender on July 4th, 1863,
the same day that Union forces in Gettysburg, Pennsylvania
were defeating the Confederate forces of General Robert E.
Lee, making Lincoln a very happy president.
So much for the brief history lesson on the Battle of
Vicksburg…for those readers whose eyes quickly faded to
black during the first paragraph of this article, I will get to my
point. One of the unique relics on display at the battlefield is
a pavilion containing the remains of the USS Cairo gunboat.
The USS Cairo and six similar river gunboats were
built by the Union Navy at Mound City, Illinois and were all
commissioned for service by the end of January 1862. The
USS Cairo would be commissioned and launched on January
15th 1862. They were designed for patrol duty on the
Mississippi River. These gunboats were approximately 175
feet long and 51 feet wide with a six foot draft. They were
armed with three Army 42-pounder rifles; three Navy
smoothbore 64-pounders; 6 Navy smoothbore 32-pounders;
one 30-pounder Parrott. They were powered by a steam
generated paddle wheel. They averaged a crew of about 175
men, which I imagined created a very odorous atmosphere in
that the USS Cairo did not have any showers on board.

On December 12th 1862, the USS Cairo was
patrolling the Yazoo River, about 10 miles north of the city of
Vicksburg, when it struck two submerged Confederate
torpedo mines. Within minutes the 512-ton ironclad sunk to
the muddy bottom of the Yazoo River with no loss of life. All of
the crew managed to be saved.
In 1964, after 102 years beneath the muddy waters of
the Yazoo River, the USS Cairo was raised. A private
organization called, “Operation Cairo” had spent years
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researching a successful way to raise the gunboat without
totaling destroying what
remained
of
its
structure. When it was
finally raised, it was
raised as three separate
pieces.
Surprisingly
many of the artifacts,
equipment and items left
behind by the aborting
crew were well preserve
and are on display at
the battlefield.
At the Vicksburg
Battlefield, the structure of the USS Cairo is protected by a
permanent tented pavilion and visitors to the battlefield can
actually walk through its remains and get a very good idea of
how enormous these gunboats were for their time. The size of
some of the wood beams used in its construction would lead
me to think that Paul Bunyan was involved in procuring some
of its lumber. As I made my way from the stern of the boat to
the bow (for you grunts, that’s rear to front), I noticed this big
familiar looking mushroom shaped iron device sticking up
from the deck of the boat. As I got closer I recognize it as a
huge capstan winch, very much like the one you might find on
the front of a WWII Jeep or more commonly on a WWII Jeep
GPA…but about 10 times larger.

The capstan winch on the USS Cairo was a steamdriven winch used for pulling in the anchor, moving guns on
the gun deck, and hauling lines. The capstan could also be
turned manually, which I wouldn’t recommend unless you’re
Popeye the Sailor Man. The capstan moved weights of
several tons and was braced by the capstan block attached to
the keel.
During WWII the Braden J2 capstan winch was
installed on some jeeps and more commonly found on the
Ford GPA (amphibious Jeep). But field reports indicated that
the Braden model winch was failing under heavy use and late
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in the war the Link Belt capstan winch was introduced. The
Braden J-2 was not as reliable as the Link Belt design, as the
gear teeth had a tendency to strip. The improved Link Belt
winch was manufactured to overcome the problems of the
earlier Braden winch.*

So, as much as we think technology is rapidly
changing, some concepts and designs continue to be a
mainstay over the course of many years and the capstan
winch seems to be one of those designs.
*Source: PreProduction Civilian Jeeps, by Frederic L. Coldwell
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Battle of the Bulge 2013
Indiantown Gap, PA.
By Dave Steinert
Pictures by John Dwyer
WWII re-enactors converged on the Indiantown Gap
Military Depot on January 22nd thru January 27th 2013. MTA
Member John Dwyer reports that the weather for the weekend
equaled the conditions of the actual Battle of the Bulge fought in
December of 1944. John reports that the temperatures peaked to
13 degrees on Friday and hit a balmy 20 degrees on Saturday
with the addition of 7 inches of new snow. Here are some of
John’s pictures from the event.
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For Sale: 1952 Dodge M-37, rebuilt engine with about 40
miles on rebuild. Runs good. Body needs minor work. Has
hard top on now but have all frame work and canvas for soft
top. Clear N.J. title. Garage kept. Call Jim Mundy at 609-8890907(home) or 973-713-9190(cell) (2/11)
To add or remove listings from the Classifieds, please
email Dave Steinert at dsteinert@optonline.net or call
973-347-9091
For Sale:Two WWII Jerry Cans. Both dated May 1945. No
dents on either and both have good screw on lids and straight
handles. One is perfect inside and has no leaks, the other
has a few pin holes in bottom that can be fixed. $40 for
both. Call:Gary Schultz 908-852-4520 grsschultz@aol.com
(10/12)
For Sale - 7 M151A2 Manuals. TM 9-2320-218-10, Mar
1968, Operator's Manual; TM 9-2320-218-20, Sep 1971,
Organizational Maintenance, with all changes; TM 9-2320218-34-1, Aug 1982, Direct Support Maintenance; TM 92320-218-20P, Dec 1988, Repair Parts & Special Tools; TM
9-2320-219-10-HR, Hand Receipt for Basic Issue Items; FM
42-9-16, Aug 1977, Maint & Repair Parts Planning Guide; PS
Magazine reprints (55 pages of service hints for M151); "Be
Your Own Inspector" booklet for M151; Lube Order. All
original in heavy-duty 3-ring binders, $60 for all. M151 Mutt
and Variants, by Deon Adams, booklet, 20 pp, $4. Ford Mutt
in Detail, by Koran & Mostek, book with 52 full-color pages,
very
scarce,
$15.
Dave
Ahl,
973-285-0716 ,
swapmeetdave@aol.com. (10/12)
FOR SALE-GRACO G MAX Gas powered Airless Paint Sprayer,
with extra hose, gun, filters, tips; 4.0 Honda engine, Great condition.
Cleaned after each use. Well maintained. I changed the oil every 6
mths. Had it tuned ever year. Cost new $3500.00. I am give it away
for $1500.00 or will trade for Great running Rear-Tine CounterRotating Tiller.Call John Peterson at 732-485-1555 or email me at
awol@ptd.net.
For Sale-1947 CJ Jeep converted to a WWII Army Tribute Jeep with
military trailer. Great for parades. Jeep is in good condition. Asking
$5500 or best offer for Jeep and trailer. For more information call
Joe at (201)-803-3192. (8/12)
For Sale-Assortment of M-35 and M-135/211 parts. Please email
your requests to ajtucophc@comcast.net
For Sale- 1959 M-100 trailer with a clean N.J. title,no rust,with extra
set of wheels. Someone cut a small door into the back panel that
doesn't take away from it. Otherwise in nice cond.that looks
good.It comes with two military generators (years unknown) also a
bow and both brackets for a M-38 jeep canvas top in it. $700. for
all,located in central N.J. Call Phil Galvano 732-539-4919

For Sale-2-1/2 ton Vietnam era troop seats, muliti fuel, bows
& winch. Runs great, needs a little cab work, $3500. Ben
Hale Trailer - 1 ton with bows, lightly rusted, $300. 1968 M725
Ambulance - very nice shape - everything is there. Rear gas
heater, fresh paint, European tires, $3,500. M37 parts,
complete truck, part out with winch. Halftrack parts - call for
your needs hood, doors, radiators, rims, winch, lights, cab
parts, armor, electrical etc. Call Dave @917-567-6419, NY
For Sale-1952 M37 for parts, no engine, 1951 M37 in mint
shape, heat, winch, troop seats, 1968 M725 Jeep ambulance
in great shape, 1-ton trailer with bows, 2.5-ton w/winch, multifuel, troop seats, runs great, needs sheet metal work. I’m
looking for halftrack parts, T16 carrier parts, 105 MM
Howitzer. I will buy train wrecks for cash.!! , or trade call
me Dave at 1-917-567-6419.
For Sale-I have just received some of the adjustable legs for
the rear of the M-101, 3⁄4-ton trailers. These are new in the
box (NOS), CARC color, $40 each plus shipping. I'm in Zip
21071 (Maryland). E-mail at glengar@verizon.net, if
interested. Tim Clark.
For Sale: Looking for a military vehicle? From projects to
ground-up Restorations and everything in between!
Check out: WWW.USMILITARYVEHICLES.COM
Eastern Surplus & Equipment Co. is celebrating its 12th year!
We are now offering 100% PARTS SUPPORT for 2½ TON and 5 TON ALL
WHEEL DRIVE MILITARY VEHICLES Stocking a large inventory of trucks,
including: 2-1⁄2 ton M35A2 Turbo Diesel powered all wheel drive in various
body configurations; 2-1⁄2 ton M35A3 upgraded trucks with Caterpillar Diesel
engines and Allison Automatic transmission; 5-ton M800 series, Cummins
Diesel powered, 6 x 6 trucks in Cab and Chassis, Long-Medium-Short
Frames, Dump Trucks, 5th Wheel Tractors, Hydraulic Wreckers, Van Bodiesexpandable, Cargo Beds-Flatbeds; 5-ton M900 series; 5-ton with Naturally
aspirated or Turbo charged Cummins diesel engines, Allison
Automatic transmission, single
tires
We
can
EXPORT to
any
location, properly handle all required export documentation, and provide
approved transportation to any US port for overseas shipment. Domestic
shipment offered to anywhere in the US. Services by our team of mechanics
in our modern shop include: Full rebuild, component replacement, paint and
more. We offer pickup and return service for trucks to be repaired/rebuilt in
our shop via self unloading flatbed trailer. PAY-PAL online and credit cards
now accepted.
Please take a look at our web page to see many of the parts and trucks
we have in stock http://www.easternsurplus.net.

For Sale-Parting out a M37, have both body & engine parts. I
also have MB, GPW and CJ Jeep parts, plus some wheels for
a CJ. One bench seat for a 1953 Chevy pickup. Call Tom
Weaver at (973)-627-9448.

Wanted -This is military vehicle related request, because I
want to put my Mil Shelter on it and set it up with all my truck
tools. So, I can have it mobile in my shop area. I am looking
for a 2-axle landscape or equipment trailer 12ft to 14 ft long.
Used and rough shape is what I am looking for. Better shape
ok if the price is right, Doesn't need to have ramps, rust ok :),
973 219 4499 or randy@aol.com

For Sale-Mil Spec primers and paints, OD and Camo. WWII
Jeep frames, front, rears, transmissions, PTOs, GI grease
and oils. Call Paul Wadeson at (607)-637-2275.

Wanted-For M725 drivers compartment pull out style heater
control cables, knobs are marked “heat, defrost and fresh air”.
Marc Ziegler (973) 263-1923
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Military Transport Association
Of North Jersey
P.O. Box 393
Budd Lake, NJ 07828
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Next MTA Monthly Meeting
Monday, February 11th 8:00PM
Whippany American Legion
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