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ON THE COVER –The FV101 Scorpion of Martin Cox at the 2013
MTA Military Vehicle Show. The FV101 Scorpion is a British
armored reconnaissance vehicle. Manufactured by Alvis it was
introduced into service with the British Army in 1973 and served until
1994. More than 3,000 were produced and used as a
reconnaissance vehicle or a light tank. (Photo by Fred Schlesinger)
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The next MTA monthly meeting will be on May 13th 2013 at
8:00 PM at the Whippany American Legion, Legion Place,
Whippany, NJ. Refreshments at provided at 7:30PM.

Military Transport Association
Meeting Minutes for April 8th 2013

Meeting began promptly at 8:00PM
The Meeting was held at the American Legion Hall in
Whippany, NJ. A large crowd was in attendance. A Pledge of
Allegiance & Moment of Silence for our troops…and a special
moment of silence for MTA Member Linda Schwartz, who was
recently hospitalized. Get well quick Linda!
The Minutes of the previous meeting, as they appeared
in the newsletter, were approved.
Club Office Reports
Treasurers Report – Dennis Vecchiarelli delivered the following
Treasury report:
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Parades/Events – Peter Schindo reporting remotely from
Florida via Skype, said that 90% of the towns for Memorial
Day Weekend are signed up. There was still a couple of
parades that needed volunteers. Please check the MTA
website at www.MTAOFNJ.org for the latest updates
regarding parades.
Newsletter – Chairman Dave Steinert thanked George
Wagner for last month’s meeting minutes. Dave also
recognized Vinny Schwartz, Lucas Nooter and Harold
Ratzburg for their contributions to last month’s newsletter.
Website – Nothing to report.
Membership – Chairman Fred Schlesinger reported that
membership dues continue to come in and is anticipating a lot
of our members to pay their dues at the upcoming show. The
cutoff date for membership will be in May.
Packages Overseas- The club is renewing its effort to send
packages overseas to our troops deployed in different areas
of the world. We will be making up the boxes at the Legion
Hall before our monthly meetings and will try and research
what the soldiers really need and then do our best to supply it.
We need a unique name for the effort, something that is not
being used by another group. The club is looking for a
volunteer to spearhead a committee and move forward with
this plan.
OMS7 – Steve Vidam discussed the procedure for testing the
problems encountered with a military vehicle battery. (Note:
When load testing a battery, always use safety goggles).
 When using a hand held tester, all the battery cables
can stay connected to the battery. This will work with
1 battery or 2 or 4. Connect red lead of tester to the
positive (+) side of the
battery and the black lead
to the negative (-) side of
the battery. Press the test
button down for a 10 count.
The needle on the tester
should stay in the yellow
scale. If the meter reads 9.5
volts or higher, the battery
is OK. If it goes lower than
9.5 volts, charge the battery for ½-hour and retest. If it
still goes below 9.5 volts, replace the battery.
 When testing with more than one battery only the
failed battery needs to be replaced. Make sure the
new battery is the same size CCA and don’t mix
sizes.
 To check for a parasitic draw (that’s when something
is using voltage when
everything is turned off).
Remove the negative
ground lead and put a
test
light
in
series
between
the
battery
negative terminal and the
battery negative lead. The
test light will glow if you
have a draw. No glow
means all is OK.
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history of military vehicles. The display will present five
vehicles which will depict each significant point in military
vehicle development. There is a need for several military
trailers to hold all the donated toys at the event.
John also talked about an event that will be a joint
effort between the MTA and the Wounded Warriors
organization and it will be held at the Whippany Train
Museum on June 22nd. The event will host a group of
wounded veterans and the plans are to offer them train rides
and a nice picnic. This will be a club sponsored event, but
members are asked NOT to bring military vehicles to the
event. The club approved one thousand dollars to support the
event.
Old Business: Nothing old to report.

Show & Swap Meet Report (Vendors) – Fran Antico
thanked Fred Schlesinger for his work in signing up the
vendors and Randy Emr for his work on the signs. All
members are reminded to wear their ID cards to the show and
all MTA functions.
 Fred reports that there are only six spots left in the
Richards Building. Vendor space sales have reached
about 90% sold. There are 180 vendor spaces sold,
24 remaining (most called for but not paid yet). It will
probably be another sell out again this year.
 Sue Schlesinger will be the MSO (Medical Safety
Officer). She will be in charge of any medical triages.
 The horses participating in the Horse Show during the
weekend of the MTA show need their beauty sleep.
Please remain respectful and keep the noise down on
the overnights.
 We may have Viet Nam era enactors along with The
Viet Cong. Also we may have a British Sten Gun
carrier.
 Admission to the show is free to members who are
working the show and displaying vehicles. Admission
is five dollars to members who are just attending.
 Al Mellini “Cookie” reported on the menu for this
year. Breakfast: Egg Sandwiches, Danish, Coffee and
OJ. Lunch: Meatball, Chicken Marcella, Sausage and
Pepper Sandwiches, Hot Dogs. Kitchen volunteers
are needed. Health Inspection will be on Friday at
14:00. Cookie will be cleaning the kitchen on
Thursday. Vendor Dinner will be Friday night.
 Security will be 24/7 for the entire show from dealer
set-up until the close of the show.
ROB (Railroad Operating Battalion) – Chairman John
Sobotka, presented awards to Art Swain, Jack Pellington
and Brent Weaver for their dedication and help on this year’s
Toys for Tots campaign.
John reminded the membership that the MTA has
been invited to the Lead East Classic Car Show in September
and the organization running the show has agreed to help
kick off the Toys For Tots drive this year. At the show, the
MTA is going to make a special display representing the
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New Business – Jack White reports that there will be a car
show at the Lyons VA Hospital on June 29th between 0930
and 1500 hours. He would like to see a few MVs there.
Dennis Vecchiarelli reports that he visited Linda
Schwartz at the hospital prior to the meeting and she looked
good and seems to be in good spirits. Please keep her in our
prayers.
Dennis also reported that a Mr. Vittorio Argento and a
Mr. Gregory Alegi, who live in Italy, will be shipping a 1943
MB Jeep from Rome to Port Newark with an arrival in midMay. They intend to drive the jeep from Port Newark to
Toledo, Ohio and arrive in Toledo on 3 June, 2013, the day
the jeep was originally built at the Toledo Jeep Factory in
1943…celebrating the 70th Anniversary of their Jeep.
We are hoping to make this an official club event and
provide a convoy from Port Newark to the Delaware Water
Gap where we would hand them over to Red Ball Club.
The winning 50-50 number was drawn and the meeting was
officially closed at 9:55PM.
Submitted Respectively
By Bill Murphy

AAR: 2013 MTA MILITARY VEHICLE SHOW
AND SWAP MEET
Story by Vinny Schwartz
Pictures courtesy of Fred Schlesinger
Thursday, April 25th 2013, dawned cool, but we had a
lot of last minute things to do before we were set to convoy to
the Sussex County Fairgrounds for this year’s MTA Military
Vehicle Show. Vinnie Galina put our convoy operations in
high gear. We were to depart the Chatham Motor Pool at
1900 hours and deliver three vehicles and a trailer on
Thursday night and then return on Friday to set up the display
for the New Jersey Mission of Honor organization before our
Chairman arrived at noon the same day.
Vinnie has been doing such a great job of running the
Motor Pool since I got sick I can't thank him enough for all his
dedication and help. That’s enough smoke for him…now the
boys pulled into the fairgrounds around 2030 hours and that
was just after the chickens and Scott Fleck, our Sergeant-atArms and the show’s Chief-of-Security, had gone to roost.
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The boys moved quickly, rattling chains and banging ramps to
hastily drop the vehicles and get out of Dodge City before the
Sheriff holstered his guns. Unbeknownst to them, Ole Scott
had just dropped into the unconscious state that he calls
sleep. His normal demeanor of being grumpy was not helped
by the lads unloading all the toys in the dark. One can only
imagine how St. Nick is greeted on Christmas at his
house…fortunately no blood was spilled and the boys were
able to come back Saturday.
My wife and I rolled in around noon on Friday and
Linda was surrounded by all her friends that wanted to wish
her well and a lot of hugs were passed around. It was nice
that, one or two folks did say hi to me too. We made our way
around and found Fred Schlesinger, the guy who’s in charge
of the vendor spots and once again I got my location in the
wrong building…my bad. But I raised enough of a ruckus that
Fred, who is always in a fabulous mood, was happy to come
around on all six wheels of his Golf Cart and straighten out
the mess. It seems I can't make heads or tails of his drawings.
I think I will get it right next year…for sure!

We got the New Jersey Mission of Honor display all
set up on Friday and we had a very successful weekend.
Thanks to everyone who donated. We do all this work with
one hundred percent of the donations going to the charity…so
every cent helps. By the way, we will inter Sixty Veterans’
Cremains this year that were located in Hudson County.
The show staff members and volunteers did a
spectacular job again this year. I got the official count of 154
military vehicles that were displayed in the spectator field.
Great job MTA! I didn't find out the count for the visitors this
year but the parking lot was filled several times from what I
heard. The Vendor diner was all cleaned out of food again, so
Sven’s Summer Picnic might be little light for lack of leftovers.
Unfortunately, we did forget to send our donation of
food to John Lloyd’s Gypsy Company and when we arrived on
Friday, the Company’s Military Mobile Kitchen was all set up.
Gypsy Company used 24 dozen eggs and although they had
plenty of food. It was a long weekend for them. John and his
crew put in long hours and they really looked like they were
dragging by Sunday. But everyone said they enjoyed
themselves again this year.
Mr. Boca Raton, Pat Lombardo, didn't get his M114
tuned up in time to make the show this year but Martin Cox
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had a great looking Scorpion on display. He made a few runs
up and down the display field and it really fly's. The Jaguar
power plant might be the reason for that. I can't get all excited
for the colors he has on it but it was a great piece and he
deserves kudos for bringing it.
Sunday gave us great weather again. The club must
be doing something right or maybe God just likes Fran and
made sunny weather just for all the hard work she does all
year to bring the show together. Thanks Fran, Vito and all
your crew!
MTA President Randy Emr, Scott Fleck, VP Dennis
Vecchiarelli and Brent Weaver organized a Jeep Pull and a
Five-ton Truck Pull event on Sunday and it was a hit for all of
us who got to see it. It was even more fun for the people who
jumped at the chance to give themselves hernias and strained
backs. All the 5K runs don't hold a candle to these
competitions that were done on Sunday. I don't know who
had more perverse enjoyment, Dennis who got to ride in his
M38 jeep or the athletes who dragged his butt up and down
the course. I didn’t get the names of all the participants, but
the first jeep pull volunteer was Sharon with a full pull in 21.5
seconds…followed by a muscular guy with a pull of 13.3
seconds. Then Karen and Jordan tied with 29.1 seconds and
Laura got a pull of 19.8 seconds. Long time MTA member,
Jude Meehan and his kids did the best time with 11.1
seconds in the Jeep pull.
We then moved over to the five-ton truck pull and
the Marines did a fantastic job with only a four man team and
the Crossfit Skylands Strongman Barbell Club really ramped
up the competition against the Marines. What a great time for
all these athletes. I think Monday they are all going to feel the
burn. I hope this becomes a standard part of the show for
years to come.

There was a lot more re-enactors this year too. I think
they add to the learning experiences for the public and we should
incorporate them with some of the vehicles as well. They are
really a solid addition.
No wonder everyone talks about the MTA show all year.
We are getting bigger and better every year. and we really shine
when we get good weather…like this year. Everyone who
worked, vended, displayed and helped put this show on this year
should be proud of themselves for giving the public a chance to
see what Military Collectors are doing to keep history alive. I'm
sure when the next meeting is held and all the final numbers are
in, this year’s show will be one of the best. I spoke to several
vendors who are very pleased with our show. Next up is
Aberdeen. See ya'll there!
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Combat Zone!
By Lucas Nooter

As narrated in the last issue of this newsletter, our
convoy’s “Narrow Escape” and its detour through a congested
area of urban Bagdad was just the beginning of our
introduction to what we would be experiencing in war torn
Iraq.
When our convoy arrived at our barracks in Taji, AlTaji Airfield, located in the volatile Sunni triangle, we
discovered we would be living in barracks that were originally
an Iraqi Republican Guard base during the Saddam Hussein
era. It was once a center for the manufacture of chemical
weapons. UNSCOM (United Nations Special Commission)
found 6,000 empty canisters at Taji designed to be filled with
chemical weapons for use in 122MM rockets.
Each soldier had a really small living area, consisting
of a bed with a really thin mattress and a wall locker.
Fortunately, the air conditioner was right in my personal area,
which kept me comfortable because daily temperatures in
August can reach 120 degrees.
A day or so after our arrival, while waiting for the
missions to come, we were thinking, perhaps being here
wasn’t too dangerous. The food was excellent and we had
some downtime to get acquainted with the base.
I believe it was on the 3rd or 4th day since our arrival that
we got a rude reminder that we were after all in a “Combat
Zone”. We were just hanging out in the barracks, when
suddenly, in close proximity, there were a couple of very loud
explosions.

in. It looked like the projectiles, possibly a small rocket and
mortar, landed right in front of the wall and exploded. Parked
to the right and close to the building was a troop truck, which
also sustained damage, mostly to the passenger side door
and the fuel tank. Miraculously no one had been hurt, but the
imploding windows could have caused serious injury. To
prevent this from happening in the future, our soldier’s
ingenuity kicked in and everyone pitched in to cover all the
windows with sandbags. Some soldiers had been
sandbagging all along and were naturals in doing this task.

We soon found out that insurgents would hit and run.
Parking their Toyota pick-up trucks on a quiet stretch of
highway near our barracks, they would launch mortars out of
the back of their pick-ups and then immediately take off.
Later the base had the technology to triangulate and
would fire mortars towards the source of the incoming threats.
There were also QRF (Quick Reaction Forces) on the base to
quickly deal with any threats in case the base's perimeter was
attacked. There were watchtowers that were manned 24-7.
On the back porch of our barracks we had a .50 caliber M2
machine gun for protection because the base perimeter was
very close to our barracks.
After this harrowing episode, we started doing
missions and did not spend a lot of time in the barracks
anymore. But when we did return to home station “the
sandbags” made you feel a little safer.

After a confusing minute or so, someone ran into the
barracks and hollered “Pennsylvania has been hit”. At this
point, I must explain that there were two barracks for the four
truck platoons. New Jersey (downstairs) and California
(upstairs) were in one barracks and Pennsylvania
(downstairs) and North Carolina (upstairs) were in the other.
The barracks were located about 50 feet from each other.
We cautiously waited awhile, but no other explosions
followed, so we ventured outside. We noticed that at the other
barracks, the windows in the front of the building were blown
MTA of NJ Newsletter
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KILROY WAS HERE!
Plagiarized by Harold “the Ole Geezer” Ratzburg
Okay, Okay----I'll admit that the following story has
nothing to do with collecting, but it is an interesting story of
WWII, that as an “Ole Geezer” of that period, I figure most all
Green Machine owners will find it interesting.
Anyone born in the mid-thirties (or earlier) became
familiar with Kilroy during and after WWII. We didn't know why
but we had lapel pins with his nose hanging over the label
and the top of his face above his nose with his hands hanging
over the label too. I believe it was orange colored. No one
knew why he was so well known but we all joined in!
In 1946 the American Transit Association, through its
radio program, "Speak to America," sponsored a nationwide
contest to find the REAL Kilroy, offering a prize of a real
trolley car to the person who could prove himself to be the
genuine article.
You might say this was the origin of today’s graffiti,
written all over the place and all over the world during WWII.
Nobody ever complained about it. I don't recall seeing it after
about 1958. About the same time as the "Burma Shave"
advertisements disappeared.
"KILROY WAS HERE!” Do you remember Kilroy?
This is interesting…I have often wondered about Kilroy…now
I know. A great piece of history…kind of a war story!
KILROY WAS HERE!
WHO THE HECK WAS KILROY?
Almost 40 men stepped forward to make that claim,
but only James Kilroy from Halifax, Massachusetts, had
evidence of his identity.
Kilroy was a 46-year old shipyard worker during the
war who worked as a checker at the Fore River Shipyard in
Quincy. His job was to go around and check on the number of
rivets completed. Riveters were on piecework and got paid by
the rivet.
Kilroy would count a block of rivets and put a check
mark in semi-waxed lumber chalk, so the rivets wouldn't be
counted twice. When Kilroy went off duty, the riveters would
erase the mark. Later on, an off-shift inspector would come
through and count the rivets a second time, resulting in
double pay for the riveters.
One day Kilroy's boss called him into his office. The
foreman was upset about all the wages being paid to riveters,
and asked him to investigate. It was then he realized what
had been going on.
The tight spaces he had to crawl in to check the rivets
didn't lend themselves to lugging around a paint can and
brush, so Kilroy decided to stick with the waxy chalk. He
continued to put his checkmark on each job he inspected, but
added KILROY WAS HERE in king-sized letters next to the
check, and eventually added the sketch of the chap with the
long nose peering over the fence and that became part of the
Kilroy message. Once he did that, the riveters stopped trying
to wipe away his marks.
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Ordinarily the rivets and chalk marks would have
been covered up with paint. With the war on, however, ships
were leaving the Quincy Yard so fast that there wasn't time to
paint them. As a result, Kilroy's inspection "trademark" was
seen by thousands of servicemen who boarded the
troopships the yard produced. His message apparently rang a
bell with the servicemen, because they picked it up and
spread it all over Europe and the South Pacific. Before war's
end, "Kilroy" had been here, there, and everywhere on the
long hauls to Berlin and Tokyo.
To the troops outbound in those ships, however, he was a
complete mystery; all they knew for sure was that some jerk
named Kilroy had "been there first." As a joke, U.S.
servicemen began placing the graffiti wherever they landed,
claiming it was already there
when they arrived.
Kilroy became the U.S.
super-GI who had always
"already been" wherever GIs
went. It became a challenge to
place the logo in the most
unlikely places imaginable (it is
said to be atop Mt. Everest, the
Statue of Liberty, the underside
of l'Arc De Triomphe, and even
scrawled in the dust on the moon).
As the war went on, the legend grew. Underwater
demolition teams routinely sneaked ashore on Japanese-held
islands in the Pacific to map the terrain for coming invasions
by U.S. troops (and thus, presumably, were the first GI's
there). On one occasion, however, they reported seeing
enemy troops painting over the Kilroy logo! In 1945, an
outhouse was built for the exclusive use of Roosevelt, Stalin,
and Churchill at the Potsdam conference. Its' first occupant
was Stalin, who emerged and asked his aide (in Russian),
"Who is Kilroy?"
To help prove his authenticity in 1946, James Kilroy
brought along officials from the shipyard and some of the
riveters. He won the trolley car, which he gave to his nine
children as a Christmas gift and set it up as a playhouse in
the Kilroy front yard in Halifax, Massachusetts. So, now you
know!
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Eastern Surplus & Equipment Co. is celebrating its 12th year!

To add or remove listings from the Classifieds, please
email Dave Steinert at dsteinert@optonline.net or call
973-347-9091.
For Sale-1985 CUCV M1009, 87,500 miles, $3500. Please call Mike @ 973721-4251 for additional information. (3/13)
For Sale: U.S. WWII .50 cal. Side-latch ammo cans. Inside excellent
condition, outsides have some minor rusting spots, but no pitting. $25 each. I
can bring to meeting or swap meet. Bob Benson @973-293-7101. (3/13)
For Sale: Old style Fisher Super Plow Frame. Truck end only. Late 1980s;
GM P/U for ¾ or 1-ton truck. Complete set-up with every nut, bolt, cables,
wires lights. Pump runs off motor. $425 or B/O. Call Jack @ 845-988-6081.
(2/13).
For Sale - 7 M151A2 Manuals. TM 9-2320-218-10, Mar 1968, Operator's
Manual; TM 9-2320-218-20, Sep 1971, Organizational Maintenance, with all
changes; TM 9-2320-218-34-1, Aug 1982, Direct Support Maintenance; TM
9-2320-218-20P, Dec 1988, Repair Parts & Special Tools; TM 9-2320-21910-HR, Hand Receipt for Basic Issue Items; FM 42-9-16, Aug 1977, Maint &
Repair Parts Planning Guide; PS Magazine reprints (55 pages of service
hints for M151); "Be Your Own Inspector" booklet for M151; Lube Order. All
original in heavy-duty 3-ring binders, $60 for all. M151 Mutt and Variants, by
Deon Adams, booklet, 20 pp, $4. Ford Mutt in Detail, by Koran & Mostek,
book with 52 full-color pages, very scarce, $15. Dave Ahl, 973-285-0716 ,
swapmeetdave@aol.com. (10/12)

We are now offering 100% PARTS SUPPORT for 2½ TON and 5 TON ALL
WHEEL DRIVE MILITARY VEHICLES Stocking a large inventory of trucks,
including: 2-½ ton M35A2 Turbo Diesel powered all wheel drive in various
body configurations; 2-½ ton M35A3 upgraded trucks with Caterpillar Diesel
engines and Allison Automatic transmission; 5-ton M800 series, Cummins
Diesel powered, 6 x 6 trucks in Cab and Chassis, Long-Medium-Short
Frames, Dump Trucks, 5th Wheel Tractors, Hydraulic Wreckers, Van Bodiesexpandable, Cargo Beds-Flatbeds; 5-ton M900 series; 5-ton with Naturally
aspirated or Turbo charged Cummins diesel engines, Allison
Automatic transmission, single
tires
We
can
EXPORT to
any
location, properly handle all required export documentation, and provide
approved transportation to any US port for overseas shipment. Domestic
shipment offered to anywhere in the US. Services by our team of mechanics
in our modern shop include: Full rebuild, component replacement, paint and
more. We offer pickup and return service for trucks to be repaired/rebuilt in
our shop via self unloading flatbed trailer. PAY-PAL online and credit cards
now accepted.
Please take a look at our web page to see many of the parts and trucks
we have in stock http://www.easternsurplus.net.
Wanted -This is military vehicle related request, because I want to put my Mil
Shelter on it and set it up with all my truck tools. So, I can have it mobile in
my shop area. I am looking for a 2-axle landscape or equipment trailer 12ft to
14 ft long. Used and rough shape is what I am looking for. Better shape ok if
the price is right, Doesn't need to have ramps, rust ok :), 973 219 4499 or
randy@aol.com
Wanted-For M725 drivers compartment pull out style heater control cables,
knobs are marked “heat, defrost and fresh air”. Marc Ziegler (973) 263-1923.

For Sale-Assortment of M-35 and M-135/211 parts. Please email your
requests to ajtucophc@comcast.net
For Sale- 1959 M-100 trailer with a clean N.J. title,no rust,with extra set of
wheels. Someone cut a small door into the back panel that doesn't take away
from it. Otherwise in nice cond.that looks good.It comes with two military
generators (years unknown) also a bow and both brackets for a M-38 jeep
canvas top in it. $700. for all,located in central N.J. Call Phil Galvano 732539-4919
For Sale-Parting out a M37, have both body & engine parts. I also have MB,
GPW and CJ Jeep parts, plus some wheels for a CJ. One bench seat for a
1953 Chevy pickup. Call Tom Weaver at (973)-627-9448.
For Sale-Mil Spec primers and paints, OD and Camo. WWII Jeep frames,
front, rears, transmissions, PTOs, GI grease and oils. Call Paul Wadeson at
(607)-637-2275.
For Sale-2-1/2 ton Vietnam era troop seats, muliti fuel, bows & winch. Runs
great, needs a little cab work, $3500. Ben Hale Trailer - 1 ton with bows,
lightly rusted, $300. 1968 M725 Ambulance - very nice shape - everything is
there. Rear gas heater, fresh paint, European tires, $3,500. M37 parts,
complete truck, part out with winch. Halftrack parts - call for your needs hood,
doors, radiators, rims, winch, lights, cab parts, armor, electrical etc. Call Dave
@917-567-6419, NY
For Sale-1952 M37 for parts, no engine, 1951 M37 in mint shape, heat,
winch, troop seats, 1968 M725 Jeep ambulance in great shape, 1-ton
trailer with bows, 2.5-ton w/winch, multi-fuel, troop seats, runs great, needs
sheet metal work. I’m looking for halftrack parts, T16 carrier parts, 105 MM
Howitzer. I will buy train wrecks for cash.!! , or trade call me Dave at 1-917567-6419.

For Sale-I have just received some of the adjustable legs for the rear
of the M-101, ¾-ton trailers. These are new in the box (NOS), CARC
color, $40 each plus shipping. I'm in Zip 21071 (Maryland). E-mail at
glengar@verizon.net, if interested. Tim Clark.
For Sale: Looking for a military vehicle? From projects to ground-up
Restorations and everything in between!
Check out: WWW.USMILITARYVEHICLES.COM
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Next MTA Monthly Meeting
Monday, May 13th 8:00PM
Whippany American Legion
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