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ON THE COVER-An Iraq M1 Abrams Tank prowls a war zone
neighborhood. (Submitted by Dave Ahl).

MTA 2013 Officers and Staff
President- Randy Emr
Tel: 973-219-4499

Email: randyemr@aol.com

Vice President- Dennis Vecchiarelli
Tel: 973-338-9497

Email: dvecc907@gmail.com

Sergeant at Arms-Scott Fleck
Tel: 908-391-2777

Email:smoking_diesel62@yahoo.com

Treasurer-Ginnie McDevitt
Parade/Event Coordinator-Peter Schindo
Email: schindop@optonline.net

Membership Chairman-Fred Schlesinger
Tel:908-617-5066

Newsletter – No Report
Website – No report.
ROB (Railroad Operating Battalion) – No Report
Old Business – None
2014 Show & Swap Meet- There was an official announcement
of Fran Antico’s resignation as Show Chairman.
OMS7 – No presentation as Chairman Steve Vidam was absent.

Tel: 845-987-7896
Tel:201-456-4071

Don’t forget, Operation Chillout - August 10, 2013,
VASA Park, (Budd Lake) Hackettstown, NJ.
http://operationchilloutpresentsvetssummerfest2013es2.eventbrite.com/?rank=22#

Email: fred@mtaofnj.us

New Business-None
Treasury Report-There was no treasury report at the picnic, but
the following treasury report for June, was received before the
newsletter went to print.

Recording Secretary-George Wagner
Tel: : 973-927-7616

Email: wagnergm@verizon.net

Newsletter Editor-Dave Steinert
Tel: 973-347-9091

Email: dsteinert@optonline.net

Web Master-George Wagner
Tel: 973-927-7616

Email:wagnergm@verizon.net

The next MTA monthly meeting will be held on Saturday,
August 17th 2013 at Sven Johnson’s farm. John Sobotka is
looking for volunteers to help with both setups and/or break
downs.
Directions to Sven’s: From the north, east or south,
take route I-80 West towards the Delaware Water Gap. Take
Exit 19 onto Route 517 heading towards Andover. After a
few miles turn left onto Route 611 (Kennedy Road). Follow
Route 611 a few miles to Greendell. At Greendell, make a left
onto Hamilton Road. Sven Johnson’s place is a mile or so
on the right. There will be signs to follow. If you are coming
from the west and traveling east on I-80, take Exit 19 also.
NOTE: IF YOU ARE PLANNING ON BRINGING YOUR
MILITARY VEHICLE OR ANY OTHER VEHICLE TO RIDE ON
THE TRAILS AT SVEN’S THIS YEAR, PLEASE BE ADVISE
THAT SAFETY REGULATIONS WILL BE STRICTLY
ENFORCED
AND
ANY
VIOLATION
OF
THESE
REGULATIONS MIGHT PROHIBIT YOU FROM RIDING ON
THE TRAILS. SAFETY GEAR, SUCH AS HELMETS FOR
MOTOR BIKES AND OTHER MANDATED OFF ROAD
VEHICLES WILL BE REQUIRED AND SPEED LIMITS ON THE
TRAILS WILL BE STRICTLY ENFORCED.

Military Transport Association

Meeting Minutes for Saturday July 13th 2013
The meeting was held at the picnic facility of MTA
Member Carmen Toto in Madison, NJ. The Pledge of Allegiance
followed by a moment of silence proceeded the meeting.
The Minutes of the previous meeting, as they appear in the
newsletter, were approved.
Club Office Reports

Submitted Respectively
By Vinny Schwartz

Notice: MTA 2013 Election for Officers
As per the MTA organizational by-law policy, the MTA
Executive Committee has appointed the following members as
the 2013 MTA Nominations Committee:
Dave Ahl, (swapmeetdave@aol.com)
Dave Steinert (dsteinert@optonline.com
Gary Schultz (grsschultz@aol.com)
The Nomination's committee would like to ask all MTA
members interested in running for a two-year term as an Officer
of the MTA to contact one of the Nomination Committee
members of the position you are interested in seeking:





Initial nominations received will be read at the August
Club meeting, which will be held at the club picnic on August
17th.
Ballots will be sent out in the September Newsletter and
must be returned and post marked by Oct 15th 2013. Elected
Officers for the 2014 and 2015 MTA Executive positions will be
installed at the December 2013 meeting.
We encourage all MTA members with an interest in
fostering the growth of our hobby and club to consider running for
office. Your support is vital to our continued success!

Parades and Events –Chairman Peter Schindo summarized
the 4th of July parades and a possible September picnic at Jude
Meehans’. Stay tuned for further details.
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MTA President
MTA Vice President
MTA Treasurer
MTA Secretary

Sincerely,
MTA Nominations Committee
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AAR:MTA Picnic Meeting July 13th 2013
By Vinny Schwartz
Wow! Did you ever see such a surprise? I was on
pins and needles all week wondering if it was even going to
happen…with Peter Schindo’s emails about not having
enough members signed up, not enough volunteers to drag
stuff from the rail car/storage facility, and then the crappy
weather forecast for the weekend. I wasn't sure I would be
able to attend either, but my wife Linda, hustled me out of the
house so she could get some rest.
But I made it and I got to sample the ribs and some of
the sausage and the potatoes. My hat is off to Chef Schindo.
Dennis Vecchiarelli and Peter did a great job pulling this
year’s festivities together.
Member Carmine Toto, who graciously offered his
estate for the second time in as many years, even installed a
new pool for the use of the MTA. It is gorgeous and it was
done just in time.
All day long, I smelled corn, but I can’t remember if I
had any. I am sure that Peter got a big bang for his buck on
the food cost. We have had catered affairs sponsored by the
club that didn't hold a candle to this one and we are all proud
of the effort Dennis and Peter put into the whole affair.
The meeting was called to order by the President
Randy Emr and we all faced the direction of where somebody
thought there should be a Flag. Turned out to be a good
guess, cause there was in fact Old Glory on a pole behind a
tree that had me all confused. We had a moment of silence
and the meeting came to semi order. There was no treasury
report. Some of the members of note who were present
included Bill ‘Judas’ Peaslee…Jude Meehan and his trophy
girlfriend were there and we went into detail reminiscing about
his picnic he hosted back in June. On his property, Jude has
created museum-like dioramas of military themed outposts.
Those of us who were able to make it were truly impressed.
Ed Pavlick and I agreed that we had near flashbacks when
we entered the medical tent that was all tricked out and
looked like one of the "Hooches” we lived in when we arrived
in Vietnam so many years ago. Thanks for having the club
Jude!
We then got to rehash some of the parades that were
completed on Independence Day. It was great fun to talk
about some fun stuff for a change instead of the boring
business of regular meetings.
Tom Mchugh brought up the point of Insurance
liability from using non-military vehicles in parades (go carts)
This was roundly discussed, most folks had a comment about
it and I am sure it will be brought up at a future meeting.
Fran's resignation and replacement were discussed
and Fran received a big round of applause for all her years of
service and dedication to the Show.
Conversation kept going back to all the fun everyone
had at the parades this year with a lively discussion going on
for quite a while.
Unfortunately I was called away for an emergency
and unable to complete taking the minutes. I am sorry if I
missed any more important stuff. I gave the note pad to Jack
White and he pushed it off to Nick Kapotes but it doesn't
seem there was any more points of interest. I do recall there
was a pretty good rain shower on my way home so that may
have been the end of the business portion of the meeting. I
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hope all the fun talk got moved under the cabana. I probably
won't be called to take the minutes after this though. There
was also no report from Steve Vidam as he was a “no show”
as well.

FOB(Forward Operating Base) Duke
Part 2
By Lucas Nooter-SFC-Retired U.S. Army
On our second mission to FOB Duke
living conditions had improved. Instead of
the MRE meals we ate on our first visit, this
time they had the tray pack meals served
heated in a Mess trailer. But we still had
the same lack of shade and an inadequate
number of porta potties. And hot showers were
still something to salivate about.
Again we stayed for about a week, if I
remember correctly. During this stay another
HET unit arrived and shared our space on the
sand covered road. On their way to FOB Duke,
one of their HET trucks had been hit by an
IED. The damage was on the co-driver side of
the truck, and the unit personnel told us he
was a young lieutenant. The bomb shrapnel
killed
the
lieutenant.
The
truck
was
recovered on another HET system. On multivehicle convoys a spare system was brought in
case of a breakdown or a damaged vehicle.
The doors, at this time, were not up
armored, later they sent the HETs back to
Camp Doha, Kuwait and put ¼ or ½ Inch steel
plates on the doors.

Comparing the 2 pictures the steel
plate could have saved a life! The photo on
the right clearly shows steel plate welded in
place. The driver is SFC Trainor and 1LT
Escalona from the Dover Armory. 1LT Escalona
was our platoon leader and did an admirable
job.
On the day we left FOB Duke, we loaded
up some Bradleys (Tanks). They were located
in a sandy area off the beaten path. The
trucks are equipped with CTIS (Central Tire
Inflation System), which allows the air
pressure to be adjusted according to the
terrain
conditions
(Sand/mud/snow,
cross
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country and highway). In spite of this a
couple trucks still became mired in the sand.

Fortunately the ultimate tow truck (M88
Tank retriever) was available and quickly
pulled the 70+ ton payloads out to the
hardball. Our platoon was known as the Jersey
Devils, and SGT.Depadua's (front center) call
sign was Devil 1.

them out. And manufacturing is returning to the U.S. from
China because the cost of shipping a container adds as much
as 20% to the cost of the goods.

So what can you do to eke out a little more mileage
from your car or boat or military vehicle? If you watch the late
night infomercials, it seems that there is lots that can be done.
“The auto manufacturers and oil companies are in bed
together,” we’re told, “conspiring to keep mileage low and fuel
prices high so that industry will make more money off the poor
consumer.” Others don’t go quite that far, but just tell you that
their small company has made a staggering technological
breakthrough in fuel savings but the automakers are too
cheap to install it on their cars. The infomercials are cluttered
with engineers pointing to fuel saving charts and testimonials
from satisfied customers.
Let’s look at a few of the most popular fuel savings
products. Which ones work and which ones are a waste of
money?

On our final mission to FOB Duke the base
had a brand new dining facility with salad
bar, ice cream stand and deli counter. There
was even a shower trailer, although the water
was only lukewarm. While at this base we
never encountered any hostile situations
because of its remote location.

Fuel Saving Myths & Tips
By David H. Ahl
When I bought my HMMWV back in 1999, it cost me
about $40 to fill the fuel tank with diesel. Today it costs over
$100. Deuce owners can no longer afford to drive in parades
in distant towns. Boat owners are having their parties on
boats docked in the marina because it’s too expensive to take
MTA of NJ Newsletter

Oil and Oil Additives
As for oil itself, as long as your oil is the right viscosity
(10W-30, etc.) and has the seal of the American Petroleum
Institute (API) indicating that it meets the standards for the
year of your vehicle (the current standard for gasoline engines
is SN and for diesel engines is CJ-4), it doesn’t really matter if
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you use regular oil, start-up oil, synthetic oil, or a blend.
Synthetic oil has some advantages such as better high and
low temperature performance, better stability and resistance
to breakdown and, in some circumstances (lots of cold
weather starts), may marginally improve fuel mileage.

But along with its much higher cost, synthetic oil has
some other disadvantages. Its lower friction makes it
unsuitable for breaking in older or rebuilt engines where
friction is actually desirable. Also, on older engines, it may
cause problems with plastic or rubber fittings and with
pushrod valve lifters. One university study concluded that a
blended oil (30% synthetic, 70% regular) will give owners of
older engines most of the advantages of a synthetic without
the problems. I personally have been using blended oil in all
of my civilian and military vehicles for the past 15 years.

false and its claims of reduced engine wear are
unsubstantiated.
Tests by reputable magazines show that oil additives
such as STP Oil Treatment, zMax, Duralube, and Prolong
have virtually no effect on engine efficiency and certainly not
on fuel mileage. Moreover, they can interfere and react with
the additives already present in your oil, while some additives
actually have particles that can clog oil passages and clog
filters. So forget about the oil additives.

Fuel Additives
The most common fuel additives are cleaners, which
clean the fuel system and help keep fuel injectors or
carburetor operating at peak performance. They’re a good
idea, especially if you have some stale fuel, your vehicle is
not used often, or you notice occasional sputtering. The
makers would like you to use some with every tank of fuel, but
if you pop in a 12-oz container every 2,500 miles, you’ll be
fine. Incidentally, if you fill up with a 10% ethanol blend fuel,
which most is these days, you’re actually getting the active
ingredient in a fuel line cleaner. (Of course, as we know, the
ethanol creates other nasty problems.)

What about additives? Perhaps the best-known one,
Slick-50, was charged by the Federal Trade Commission with
making false and unsubstantiated advertising claims.
According to the FTC, ads for Slick 50 that tout tests showing
improved engine performance and improved fuel mileage are
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Other additives claim to improve combustion (one
says the “energy density”) of the fuel by virtue of the materials
added (tin, magnesium and platinum compounds). These are
usually added by means of a device that goes in your fuel line
(Fuelmate, FuelStar) or pellets in your fuel tank (Fuel Cat,
K-Fuel Saver, BIOIL, Cyber Sizzle). This is total nonsense
and some of these additives can actually damage your
engine.
Still other additives (RxP, DurAlt, Stanadyne,
PuraGas) claim to be catalysts that “condition” your fuel,
increase lubricity, and, of course, increase fuel mileage. Don’t
believe it. And whatever you do, don’t touch anything with
acetone in it with a 10-foot pole.
Fuel Line, Air Intake, and Water Injection Devices
Fuel line magnets come in all sorts of flavors, shapes,
and prices. They supposedly “line up the fuel ions” in order to
make the fuel burn more completely and efficiently. The only
problem is that magnets have absolutely no effect on fuel or
the fuel “ions.” They are a total scam. Avoid them.
Various devices (Tornado, Cyclone) claim to improve
fuel efficiency by mixing the fuel and air more thoroughly so
that it burns more completely in the combustion chamber.
Gizmos that fall into this swirling air category in essence
create mini tornadoes out of the inlet air between the air
cleaner and intake manifold. However, Popular Science
magazine found that this turbulence actually reduces the
amount of air sucked into the manifold, causing the engine to
generate less power, and lowering fuel mileage by as much
as 20%. Moreover, swirling air around before it gets to the
carburetor or injector chambers has no effect whatsoever on
how it mixes with the fuel, so the basic premise of these
devices is faulty. Plus they don’t work.

Now, for the best of all: run your vehicle on water!
Watching late night TV, I learned that based on old “forgotten”
science, well documented in US Patents, several companies
(Water4Gas, RunYourCarWithWater.com) have developed
MTA of NJ Newsletter

devices that use a little electricity out of your vehicle battery to
separate water into a gas called “HHO” (2 parts Hydrogen + 1
Oxygen). HHO, also called Hydroxy, burns beautifully and
provides tons of energy, while the waste product is just plain
water! Mobile Magazine says: HHO provides the atomic
power of hydrogen, while maintaining the chemical stability of
water. Wow! How have all the auto manufacturers missed
this? Actually, they haven’t. They just know its unadulterated
bunk. Don’t waste your time or money on this hokum.

What Really Works?
A few tips. Slow down (at speeds over 55mph, 10
mph slower = 10% fuel savings), drive at a consistent speed
(use a cruise control if you have one for 7% savings), drive
moderately, not aggressively (31% savings), avoid excessive
idling (turn off your engine whenever possible), check your
tire pressure, anticipate stop signs and traffic lights (take your
foot off the accelerator), and accelerate slowly from a full
stop.

Want to know the theoretical miles per gallon you vehicle is
capable of? Go to http://unwiredtools.com/utcoastdown.asp
and do the test described. It’s easy (and actually fun) to do,
but time it precisely; use a stopwatch if you have one.
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For Sale-I have just received some of the adjustable legs for the rear of the
M-101, ¾-ton trailers. These are new in the box (NOS), CARC color, $40
each plus shipping. I'm in Zip 21071 (Maryland). E-mail at
glengar@verizon.net, if interested. Tim Clark.

To add or remove listings from the Classifieds, please
email Dave Steinert at dsteinert@optonline.net or call
973-347-9091.
For Sale: M38 parts- I have 2 windshields in good condition, 1- with good
glass $150, 1- with cracked glass $100. Pair of original fenders, take off,
good condition, easy repairs, $50 for the pair.Tool box lid, good condition
$20. I also have a grill and air cleaner but I believe they are from a CJ3A. Call
Mark Burghardt at 973-906-1069 or email for pics: markkb@optonline.net
(8/13)

For Sale: Looking for a military vehicle? From projects to ground-up
Restorations and everything in between! Check out:
WWW.USMILITARYVEHICLES.COM
Wanted: Early MB parts- I am looking for a pair of MB, 8 leaf front leaf
springs, windshield frame, rear seat, small mouth gas tank, solid disk wheels.
Call Mark Burghardt at 973-906-1069 or email: markkb@optonline.net.
(8/13)
Parts Wanted: All for M-38. Lower Crankshaft Pulley, the smaller one, w/o
winch; Lifting Bracket; Oil Filter Bracket; Generator Support Bracket; Oil PSI
Switch & Bracket; Bell Housing, WO 81628 - early bell-housing; Windshield &
Frame. Robert 201-226-9289 .

For Sale-U.S. Army 103A trailer for sale. Complete with good tires. $500.00.If
interested contact John Dorsch (John Dorsch Electric) 908-689-8300 . (6/13)

Wanted -This is military vehicle
related request, because I want to
put my Mil Shelter on it and set it
up with all my truck tools. So, I can
have it mobile in my shop area. I
am looking for a 2-axle landscape
or equipment trailer 12ft to 14 ft
long. Used and rough shape is
what I am looking for. Better shape
ok if the price is right, Doesn't need
to have ramps, rust ok :), 973 219
4499 or randy@aol.com

For Sale: I just got an interesting collection of new and lightly used manuals
on things like assembling a Harley WLA, correct locations for pioneer tools
and rifle bracket on M-series vehicles, electrical circuit number ID, parachute
rigging of a HMMWV for air drop, US Army Survival Manual (new!), and the
Bosnia Order of Battle Handbook.
Full list at SwapMeetDave.com/Manuals.htm. Also got some new books on
tanks and wheeled vehicles; link from Manuals page. Dave Ahl, 973-2850716. (5/13)
For Sale-1985 CUCV M1009, 87,500 miles, $3500. Please call Mike @ 973721-4251 for additional information. (3/13)

Wanted-For
M725
drivers
compartment pull out style heater
control cables, knobs are marked
“heat, defrost and fresh air”. Marc
Ziegler (973) 263-1923.

For Sale: U.S. WWII .50 cal. Side-latch ammo cans. Inside excellent
condition, outsides have some minor rusting spots, but no pitting. $25 each. I
can bring to meeting or swap meet. Bob Benson @973-293-7101. (3/13)
For Sale: Old style Fisher Super Plow Frame. Truck end only. Late 1980s;
GM P/U for ¾ or 1-ton truck. Complete set-up with every nut, bolt, cables,
wires lights. Pump runs off motor. $425 or B/O. Call Jack @ 845-988-6081.
(2/13).
For Sale-Assortment of M-35 and M-135/211 parts. Please email your
requests to ajtucophc@comcast.net
For Sale- 1959 M-100 trailer with a clean N.J. title,no rust,with extra set of
wheels. Someone cut a small door into the back panel that doesn't take away
from it. Otherwise in nice cond.that looks good.It comes with two military
generators (years unknown) also a bow and both brackets for a M-38 jeep
canvas top in it. $700. for all,located in central N.J. Call Phil Galvano 732539-4919
For Sale-Parting out a M37, have both body & engine parts. I also have MB,
GPW and CJ Jeep parts, plus some wheels for a CJ. One bench seat for a
1953 Chevy pickup. Call Tom Weaver at (973)-627-9448.
For Sale-Mil Spec primers and paints, OD and Camo. WWII Jeep frames,
front, rears, transmissions, PTOs, GI grease and oils. Call Paul Wadeson at
(607)-637-2275.
For Sale-2-1/2 ton Vietnam era troop seats, muliti fuel, bows & winch. Runs
great, needs a little cab work, $3500. Ben Hale Trailer - 1 ton with bows,
lightly rusted, $300. 1968 M725 Ambulance - very nice shape - everything is
there. Rear gas heater, fresh paint, European tires, $3,500. M37 parts,
complete truck, part out with winch. Halftrack parts - call for your needs hood,
doors, radiators, rims, winch, lights, cab parts, armor, electrical etc. Call Dave
@917-567-6419, NY
For Sale-1952 M37 for parts, no engine, 1951 M37 in mint shape, heat,
winch, troop seats, 1968 M725 Jeep ambulance in great shape, 1-ton
trailer with bows, 2.5-ton w/winch, multi-fuel, troop seats, runs great, needs
sheet metal work. I’m looking for halftrack parts, T16 carrier parts, 105 MM
Howitzer. I will buy train wrecks for cash.!! , or trade call me Dave at 1-917567-6419.
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Military Transport Association
Of North Jersey
P.O. Box 393
Budd Lake, NJ 07828

MTA of NJ Newsletter

The next MTA monthly meeting
th
will be held on Saturday, August 17 ,
starting at 12:30PM at Sven Johnson’s
in Greendell, NJ.
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