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ON THE COVER-The WWII U.S. Jeep vs the German
Kubelwagon. Each vehicle had its good and bad points.
We’ll let the reader decide. (See page 5)
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REMINDER: IT WAS AGREED AND VOTED UPON AT THE
JUNE 2013 MEETING THAT STARTING IN SEPTEMBER
THE MONTHLY MTA MEETINGS WOULD BE HELD ON
THE FIRST THURSDAY OF EVERY MONTH, SO…
The next MTA monthly meeting will be on
THURSDAY, October 3rd 2013 at 8:00 PM at the
Whippany American Legion, Legion Place, Whippany, NJ.
Refreshments provided at 7:30PM

You can learn more about the New Jersey Mission of
Honor at http://www.njsmissionofhonor.org.
The MTA presented Francis with a donation of $1000
to support this worthy cause.
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Meeting Minutes for Thursday, September 5th 2013
The meeting was called to order by President Randy
Emr at 8:00 p.m. A Pledge of Allegiance and Moment of
Silence was observed and the meeting was in session.
Attendance was relatively sparse this month.
Someone forgot to order the chow and Randy got a
replacement just in time to keep the troops quiet.
The minutes of the previous MTA meeting were
approved as they appeared in last month’s newsletter.
Committee Reports
Treasury Report-No treasury report was available, but
rumors say we still have money.
The NJ Mission of Honor:- Francis Carrasco, Chairman of
the New Jersey Mission of Honor for Cremains of American
Veterans, addressed the membership. Francis talked about
the history of the organization and its progress in finding,
researching, identifying and interring the remains of American
Veterans that have been located literally sitting on the shelves
in numerous funeral homes throughout the state. Some of
these cremains have been in storage for many years
MTA of NJ Newsletter

Newsletter: Dave Steinert thanked everyone who
contributed articles to last month’s newsletter, including
Lucas Nooter for his continuous articles on his experiences
in the Iraq War. As always, he encourages members to
submit interesting articles.
MTA 2014 Swap Meet- MTA Show Chairman, Bill Murphy,
reported that the contracts have been finalized for the 2014
MTA Swap Meet, which will be held on April 26th & 27th 2014.
Bill also reported that magazine ads have been
scheduled for appearance in future editions leading up to the
show.
Page 2

October 2013

Many of the Committee Chairmen were absent from
this meeting. Hopefully by the next meeting, most of you guys
with short memory spans, will remember that the meetings
have moved to the first Thursday of the month. If I recall, this
was done to make it easier for guys to remember to come to
the meetings by having a few extra days to figure it out. Let’s
hope it works next month.
For the Good of the Club:-Tom McHugh presented a
suggested design for the MTA Challenge Coins that will show
four vintage military vehicles that represent the past and
present history of the club. We hope to have an illustration of
this design for the next newsletter.
Vice President Dennis Vecchiarelli briefly reported
on the very successful MTA participation in the 2013 Lead
East Classic Car show in Parsippany on August 28th thru
September 1st. The MTA’s participation involved, working with
the Marines to present and kick-off this year’s Toys for Tots
campaign. Overall, the Lead East Show promoters were very
impressed with MTA, and have already extended an invitation
to the club next year. Dennis reports that donations exceeded
expectations. Hopefully we will have more information on this
show in next month’s newsletter.
Gary Schultz announced that he recently purchased
MTA Founding Member Dick Ivory’s WWII Navy Jeep. Gary
hopes to have it for presentation and judging at the 2014 MTA
Swap Meet.
The 50-50 was held and yielded $29.00 for the lucky
winner. Yours truly won a club jacket.
Randy concluded the meeting at 9:05 p.m.
After the meeting was closed, most of the few of us
that came just sat around and chewed the fat.
Randy tried to hustle us out, but failed and just went home.
All is good with the MTA this month.

At other times we would have to cross
on a Bailey bridge. A Bailey bridge, as I am
sure
most
of
you
know
is
a
portable
prefabricated truss bridge. The design was
invented by the British during WWII.
We did not like to cross a river on the
narrow Bailey bridges, since our vehicles
were wide. The M1000 trailer's width is 10feet. One of our drivers, who shall remain
nameless, started on a Bailey bridge, his
trailer was misaligned with the truck and he
hit the sides. Instead of stopping he
continued to drag the rig, with flat tires
and axle damage, across the entire length of
the bridge.
We were delayed until his empty trailer
was loaded on the spare system.

Respectfully submitted
By Vinny Schwartz

CROSSING THE EUPHRATES AND TIGRIS
RIVERS
By SFC Lucas Nooter
U.S. Army Retired
During some of our missions in Iraq,
we needed to cross either the Euphrates or
the Tigris Rivers. The Euphrates and the
Tigris flow from the Northwestern part of
Iraq to the Southeast, in a pretty much
parallel course, and they merge to form the
Shatt Al Arab which runs into the Persian
Gulf.
The majority of our crossings were over
bridges quite similar to the river bridges in
the U.S. They also had pedestrian walkways on
the sides.
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Bailey bridge crossing were necessary
because the insurgents would occasionally
blow up bridges to sabotage the missions. The
detour created by the bridge's destruction
could add a lot of time to a mission.
The Iraqis would rebuild most bridges on
their own, the next picture they are hard at
work doing so.
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Unfortunately I could not find a
picture with the M1 loaded, but on the
previous picture you can already see the
bridge
dipping
under
the
two
empty
trailers, add 70 tons and it becomes
precarious. Anyhow, that is water under
the bridge.
I like to finish this article with a
funny sign I saw somewhere on one of the
bases we visited.

The third way we crossed the rivers,
and the most perilous one, was by way of the
pontoon bridge. The pontoon bridge has a long
history, dating back to the 8th or 9th century
BC in China. The bridge floats on barge or
boat like pontoons, which support the bridge
deck. We only crossed a couple of times and
there is a definite pucker factor involved.
When the trailer was empty it was not too
bad, although you could feel a lot of
swaying. But when we crossed with a loaded M1
Abrams tank on the back…that was another
story. The combined weight of the truck,
trailer and tank was around 115 Tons (around
230,000 lbs). Only one rig at a time was
allowed to cross the bridge. Water is
splashing over the sides of the pontoons and
you realize if something gives, you and the
rig
will
be
marked
as
an
underwater
navigational hazard on the nautical charts.
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The German Kübelwagon vs U.S. WWII Jeep
By David Steinert

It seems MV enthusiasts always want to compare the
U.S. WWII Jeep to the German Kübelwagon. From a design
perspective, it is unfair to compare the two because they fall
into two different categories of vehicles.
The Kubelwagon was initially designed as a small
light weight passenger vehicle, to be used on the rugged
terrain near the frontlines as a staff, messenger or
reconnaissance vehicle.
The Jeep falls into the category of a very light utility
truck, originally designed to meet the U.S. Army’s need for a
lightweight, versatile all-terrain utility vehicle to replace horses
and motorcycles. And because of this versatility became
much more than anyone could imagine.

Let’s compare the specifications of each vehicle. The
Kubelwagon, Type 82 was a two-wheel drive vehicle, even
though the military requested it to be a 4WD powertrain. A
version of the 4WD was developed but did not go into
production, probably because of economics and production
issues. As it was produced, the Type 82’s light weight, low
gearing, high clearance, and ZF locking differential gave it offroad performance “comparable” to many 4WDs produced
during WWII. The Kübelwagon was not a fast; its 985cc airMTA of NJ Newsletter

cooled flat-four only cranked out 23.5hp, but with a 6.2:1 final
drive ratio, it put just enough power to the ground to
adequately move its 2,557 GVW. Empty, it weighed just less
than 1,600 pounds and with a capacity of four passengers
could still perform well. It used transverse torsion bars front
and rear, with a swing-axle drive setup in back. The under
carriage of a Type 82 was very similar to the postwar VW bus.
The Type 82 remained unchanged over the five-year
production run of about 51,000-units. A improvement to the
engine came in March of 1943, when it was enlarged from
985cc to 1,131cc, increasing the power to 25 net hp and the
torque to 55 lb-ft. Also in 1943, the German Army’s paint
scheme changed from field grey to a field yellow.
The Kübelwagon’s impact on the German army was
similar to the impact the Jeep had for the Americans and it
became a very popular vehicle in support of a mobilized army.
They were used on every front that Germany was involved in
from the blistering sands of North Africa to the frozen hell of
the Eastern Front in the German invasion of Russia. They
became a capable and adaptable vehicle, but it’s my opinion
that their versatility was limited based on their original design.

The U.S. WWII Jeep was produced as a 4WD drive
vehicle, with a 3-speed manual transmission and a 2-speed
transfer case. Its 134 cubic inch 4-cylinder flat head engine
produced 54 horsepower. It had an 800-pound payload and a
1000-pound towing capacity. The Jeep had high clearance
with superior angles of entry and departure to get over
obstacles with good stability. It weighed approximately 2,000pounds and could seat three passengers comfortably.
The water-cooled engine could be versatile in the
extreme cold weather at the Battle of Bulge with the addition
of an anti-freeze solution to the cooling system or the addition
of a desertization kit for the extreme heat of North Africa.
Although there were two different manufacturers of
the WWII Jeep, Ford and Willys, they both built to the same
specifications. Approximately a combined 650,000 Jeep
vehicles were produced between 1941 thru 1945.
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So, what did the American GIs think of the
Kübelwagon in comparison to the homegrown Jeep? There
are conflicting stories about what they thought of the
Kübelwagon. According to wiki: “In November 1943, the U.S.
military conducted a series of tests as well on several Type
82s they had captured in North Africa; they concluded that the
vehicle was simpler, easier to manufacture and maintain,
faster, and more comfortable for four passengers than the
U.S. Jeeps. This statement is at odds with U.S. War
Department Technical Manual TM-E 30-451, Handbook on
German Military Forces, dated 15 March 1945. In this manual
(p. 416), it states “The Volkswagen, the German equivalent of
the U.S. “Jeep”, is inferior in every way except in the comfort
of its seating accommodations.”
In addition, the Kübelwagon had better fuel economy
delivering typical high-teens miles per gallon in the field
versus the Jeep’s 10-11 mpg. On the highway, the Jeep’s 20
miles per gallon, at the standard military 45 mph speed gave
it a 300-mile range to a dry tank on 15 gallons. The
Kübewagon had a 285-mile range to a dry tank on 7.9 gallons
doing a top speed 35 mph.
Despite all these comparisons, it’s this author’s
opinion that the versatility of the Jeep combine with a little GI
ingenuity surpasses the limitations of the German
Kübewagon.
On every fighting front the Jeep proved its versatility.
Major General Courtney H. Hodges, chief of infantry, called it
"the most useful motor vehicle we've ever had." As a troop
carrier it took three men easily, six in a pinch. As a
reconnaissance vehicle, it could go anywhere a motorcycle
could go. It could be fitted with a .30- or .50-caliber machine
gun in the back seat. And, equipped with a two-way radio
together with C-rations and some blankets, it became a
mobile command post. The addition of brackets could convert
it to an ambulance for removal of wounded from the front
lines. It could tow a 75MM Mountain Howitzer. Its flat fenders
and hood could serve as a dinner table or an altar for front
line communions. Equipped with a capstan winch, it could pull
itself out of its own quagmire. A Jeep could be retrofitted to
travel on a railroad
track or with the
addition of wheel
chains
transverse
deep sand dunes and
snow banks.
The
examples
can go on and
on…but perhaps this
author’s opinion was
implanted in my heart
from watching the TV
series Rat Patrol
when
I
was
a
kid…there was just
something versatile about watching Sgt. Sam Troy launching
a WWII Jeep in flight over a desert sand dune…yee haa!
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Some additional examples of the Jeeps versatility during
WWII…
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each plus shipping. I'm in Zip 21071
glengar@verizon.net, if interested. Tim Clark.

(Maryland).

E-mail

at

For Sale: Looking for a military vehicle? From projects to ground-up
Restorations and everything in between! Check out:
WWW.USMILITARYVEHICLES.COM

To add or remove listings from the Classifieds, please
email Dave Steinert at dsteinert@optonline.net or call
973-347-9091.

Wanted: Early MB parts- I am looking for a pair of MB, 8 leaf front leaf
springs, windshield frame, rear seat, small mouth gas tank, solid disk wheels.
Call Mark Burghardt at 973-906-1069 or email: markkb@optonline.net.
(8/13)

For Sale-A brand new, in box vinyl thee color 5-ton cargo cover for
$450, call Randy @ 973 219 4499. (9/13)

Parts Wanted: All for M-38. Lower Crankshaft Pulley, the smaller one, w/o
winch; Lifting Bracket; Oil Filter Bracket; Generator Support Bracket; Oil PSI
Switch & Bracket; Bell Housing, WO 81628 - early bell-housing; Windshield &
Frame. Robert 201-226-9289 .

For Sale- M38 parts- I have 2 windshields in good condition, 1- with good
glass $150, 1- with cracked glass $100. Pair of original fenders, take off,
good condition, easy repairs, $50 for the pair.Tool box lid, good condition
$20. I also have a grill and air cleaner but I believe they are from a CJ3A. Call
Mark Burghardt at 973-906-1069 or email for pics: markkb@optonline.net
(8/13)

Wanted -This is military vehicle
related request, because I want to
put my Mil Shelter on it and set it
up with all my truck tools. So, I can
have it mobile in my shop area. I
am looking for a 2-axle landscape
or equipment trailer 12ft to 14 ft
long. Used and rough shape is
what I am looking for. Better shape
ok if the price is right, Doesn't need
to have ramps, rust ok :), 973 219
4499 or randy@aol.com

For Sale-U.S. Army 103A trailer for sale. Complete with good tires. $500.00.If
interested contact John Dorsch (John Dorsch Electric) 908-689-8300 . (6/13)
For Sale: I just got an interesting collection of new and lightly used manuals
on things like assembling a Harley WLA, correct locations for pioneer tools
and rifle bracket on M-series vehicles, electrical circuit number ID, parachute
rigging of a HMMWV for air drop, US Army Survival Manual (new!), and the
Bosnia Order of Battle Handbook.
Full list at SwapMeetDave.com/Manuals.htm. Also got some new books on
tanks and wheeled vehicles; link from Manuals page. Dave Ahl, 973-2850716. (5/13)

Wanted-For
M725
drivers
compartment pull out style heater
control cables, knobs are marked
“heat, defrost and fresh air”. Marc
Ziegler (973) 263-1923.

For Sale-1985 CUCV M1009, 87,500 miles, $3500. Please call Mike @ 973721-4251 for additional information. (3/13)
For Sale: U.S. WWII .50 cal. Side-latch ammo cans. Inside excellent
condition, outsides have some minor rusting spots, but no pitting. $25 each. I
can bring to meeting or swap meet. Bob Benson @973-293-7101. (3/13)
For Sale-Assortment of M-35 and M-135/211 parts. Please email your
requests to ajtucophc@comcast.net
For Sale- 1959 M-100 trailer with a clean N.J. title,no rust,with extra set of
wheels. Someone cut a small door into the back panel that doesn't take away
from it. Otherwise in nice cond.that looks good.It comes with two military
generators (years unknown) also a bow and both brackets for a M-38 jeep
canvas top in it. $700. for all,located in central N.J. Call Phil Galvano 732539-4919
For Sale-Parting out a M37, have both body & engine parts. I also have MB,
GPW and CJ Jeep parts, plus some wheels for a CJ. One bench seat for a
1953 Chevy pickup. Call Tom Weaver at (973)-627-9448.
For Sale-Mil Spec primers and paints, OD and Camo. WWII Jeep frames,
front, rears, transmissions, PTOs, GI grease and oils. Call Paul Wadeson at
(607)-637-2275.
For Sale-2-1/2 ton Vietnam era troop seats, muliti fuel, bows & winch. Runs
great, needs a little cab work, $3500. Ben Hale Trailer - 1 ton with bows,
lightly rusted, $300. 1968 M725 Ambulance - very nice shape - everything is
there. Rear gas heater, fresh paint, European tires, $3,500. M37 parts,
complete truck, part out with winch. Halftrack parts - call for your needs hood,
doors, radiators, rims, winch, lights, cab parts, armor, electrical etc. Call Dave
@917-567-6419, NY
For Sale-1952 M37 for parts, no engine, 1951 M37 in mint shape, heat,
winch, troop seats, 1968 M725 Jeep ambulance in great shape, 1-ton
trailer with bows, 2.5-ton w/winch, multi-fuel, troop seats, runs great, needs
sheet metal work. I’m looking for halftrack parts, T16 carrier parts, 105 MM
Howitzer. I will buy train wrecks for cash.!! , or trade call me Dave at 1-917567-6419.
For Sale-I have just received some of the adjustable legs for the rear of the
M-101, 3⁄4-ton trailers. These are new in the box (NOS), CARC color, $40
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Military Transport Association
Of North Jersey
P.O. Box 393
Budd Lake, NJ 07828

Reminder: You have until
October 15th to mail in your
2014 MTA Election Ballot.

REMINDER:NEXT MTA MONTHLY
MEETING-THURSDAY, OCTOBER 3rd
2013, 8:00PM AT THE WHIPPANY
AMERICAN LEGION HALL!
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