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ON THE COVER-A very nicely done 1:35 scale model of a
M38A1 Jeep and M100 trailer by Pawel "Vodnik"
Krupowicz.

MTA 2013 Officers and Staff
President- Randy Emr
Tel: 973-219-4499

Email: randyemr@aol.com

Vice President- Dennis Vecchiarelli
Tel: 973-338-9497

Email: dvecc907@gmail.com

Sergeant at Arms-Scott Fleck
Tel: 908-391-2777

Email:smoking_diesel62@yahoo.com

Treasurer-Ginnie McDevitt
Tel: 845-987-7896

Parade/Event Coordinator-Peter Schindo
Tel:201-456-4071

Email: schindop@optonline.net

Membership Chairman-Fred Schlesinger
Tel:908-617-5066

Email: fred@mtaofnj.us

Recording Secretary-George Wagner
Tel: : 973-927-7616

Email: wagnergm@verizon.net

Newsletter Editor-Dave Steinert
Tel: 973-347-9091

Email: dsteinert@optonline.net

Web Master-George Wagner
Tel: 973-927-7616

Email:wagnergm@verizon.net

REMINDER: IT WAS AGREED AND VOTED UPON AT THE
JUNE 2013 MEETING THAT STARTING IN SEPTEMBER THE
MONTHLY MTA MEETINGS WOULD BE HELD ON THE FIRST
THURSDAY OF EVERY MONTH. SO…

The next MTA monthly meeting will be on
THURSDAY, November 7th 2013 at 8:00 PM at the
Whippany American Legion, Legion Place, Whippany, NJ.
Refreshments at provided at 7:30PM

Military Transport Association
Meeting Minutes for Thursday, October 3rd 2013
The meeting was called to order by Vice-President
Dennis Vecchiarelli promptly at 8:00 p.m. A Pledge of
Allegiance and Moment of Silence was led by Sergeant-atArms, Scott Fleck and the meeting was called to order
The minutes of the previous MTA meeting were
approved as they appeared in last month’s newsletter.
Committee Reports
Treasury Report-Ginnie McDevitt supplied the following
previous three months of treasury reports:

Newsletter: Dave Steinert thanked everyone who
contributed articles to last month’s newsletter, including
Lucas Nooter for his continuous articles on his experiences
in the Iraq War, and a special thank you to Vinny Schwartz
for taking the minutes for the September meeting. As always,
he encourages members to submit interesting articles.
MTA 2014 Swap Meet- MTA Show Chairman, Bill Murphy,
reported Ads for Supply Line and MV Magazine have been
approved and submitted. The contract is still being worked
out. Plans are in the works for visitors to the Horse Show to
enter the grounds on Northrop road.
Railroad Operation Battalion- John Sobatka reports that
the Wounded Warriors picnic at the Whippany Railroad
Museum was a great success, but he was disappointed in the
attendance by MTA members. He really would like to see
more participation from members at future events.
John mentioned that the budget for Sven’s picnic,
back in August, slightly exceeded its original estimate, but the
picnic was well attended and everyone had a great time.
John talked about the MTA’s participation at the Lead
East Classic Car show back in September. John reports that
the event went great and the MTA was well received. They
enlisted the help of a cute fifteen year old girl to ride in the
convoy with the donation bucket for the Toys for Tot
campaign. Apparently she made a great impression, because
donations were plentiful. The convoy that cruised the event
included two Jeeps bristling with a .30 cal and a .50 cal
machine gun. Passenger Santa Claus was sweating bullets
wearing his North Pole Santa Suit on a hot NJ summer day.
John reported the following railroad schedule for the
Toys for Tots campaign in December:
Toys for Tots 2014:
Rail Stops
12/07 - Rochelle Park to Butler
12/08 – Warwick to Walden NY
12/14 – Flanders to Rockaway
Static Display
12/15 – Horseshoe Lake
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Final 2013 MTA Election Results-The club received back a
total of 25 completed election ballots showing the final results:
Office of:
President-Randy Emr-25 votes
Vice President- Dennis Vecchiarelli-25 votes
Treasurer-Ginnie McDevitt-25 votes
Secretary-Vinnie Schwartz-25 votes
Congratulations to all the Candidates-they will begin
their next two year terms in January of 2014. The Election
Committee would like to thank all the members who took the
time to fill out and mail in their ballots.
Again, many of the Committee Chairmen were absent
from this meeting. Hopefully by the next meeting, most of you
guys with short memory spans, will remember that the
meetings have moved to the first Thursday of the month.
For the Good of the Club:-Vice President Dennis
Vecchiarelli mentioned he recently added a new military
vehicle to his “corral”. He purchased a mule.
The meeting concluded at 8:55 p.m.
Respectively submitted by
Bill Murphy

NYC PARADE ALERT!
ALL MTA Members are welcome to attend!
Please contact me thru email (randyemr@aol.com) to
attend with name, truck and cell phone number. I have a
sheet I give to all drivers with every ones cell phone number.
We have never left a man behind!
Our first muster point is the Dover Armory, MUST be
there before 0600, we pull out 0610 sharp. We convoy to the
Six Brothers Diner in Clifton on Route 46 traveling at a strict
40 mph. We have a rest stop at the diner and then line up and
ready to go. We then pull out of the Six Brothers Diner at
0800 sharp. We have a police escort thru the Lincoln Tunnel
and to our Muster point at the parade site. We will watch
about half of the parade before we start to pull out. We will
have three segments of our group enter the parade at
different intervals (We have been doing this for a few years, it
is very helpful for the parade for our vehicles to have a
presence thru out the parade).
At the end of the parade route, we then make our way
to and stop at a BBQ place to regroup before leaving the city
and convoy back out thru the Lincoln Tunnel onto the Jersey
side. Brent Weaver is working with the police again because
we will have a lot of large trucks and we do not want any
issues. I will have the address and name and phone number
of the BBQ place on the sheet I hand out to all drivers at the
drivers meeting before we leave Six Brothers Diner on the
way in.
There are convoy rules, they are the same each year:
1. LIGHTS ON!
2. FLASHERS ON!
3. Keep one eye on the vehicle in front of you
and one on the vehicle behind you!
4. MOST IMPORTANT…DO NOT LAG! KEEP IT
TIGHT!
The Police want us to be serious! They need us to
drive like we own the road, AND WE DO! DO NOT BE NICE
TO OTHER DRIVERS KEEP IT TIGHT! They do not want
stragglers. This has been told to me each year, they know it’s
safer when we stay TIGHT! Dennis Vecchiarelli (Retired NJ
Trooper) and the MTA Vice (Editor’s note:Vice President, not
the crime vice) says," It is the most amazing police escort we
have ever been in"
We welcome anyone who wants to come film this
convoy or the entire day! Bring your cameras, warm clothes
snacks, drinks, etc. There are deli’s, coffee shops, but they
get lines early on. I am the street marshal for our street. We
are well represented. The NYC Vets Council is putting the
MTA and the MTAs Annual Show web sites on their home
web page to help us advertise to like minded people. They
really are a great group! We are doing a very good thing for
the hobby and the MTA and ALL VETETRANS and
SOLDIERS doing this Parade! I have offered the Dover
National Guard a message to share with other Armory's, that
they are welcome as individuals or groups or to come with us.
The NYC Parade Council said to me they will
recognize them and offer official invite letters if needed and
not to worry about deadlines, they say this Parade is for them
so any vet’s group or soldier’s group can find a spot if they
want to contact them and come. Like I said they are a great
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group! All their hearts are in the right place, they do a lot all
year. So come on out!
HERE IS SOME MISCELLANEOUS PARADE INFO! :

as a Heavy Equipment transporter. Below are
just a couple of more pictures featuring some
of
the
“heavy
loads”.
And
a
picture
dispelling the myth” Iraqis don't like to
laugh”.

It will be on FOX 5 from noon till 3 PM, It will be live on the
Pentagon channel, It will stream live on vetsday.org/view.
We have been on TV BIG TIME last year! I am sure
we will be again! So wear your best fatigues 
There will be over 600,000 parade watchers lining the
streets. There are over 200 groups in the parade and 20,000
participants doing the parade.
THIS IS A RAIN OR SHINE EVENT…WE GO NO
MATTER WHAT!
Call me with any problems…973-219-4499!
Randy

LAST MISSION
By Lucas Nooter
SFC U.S.Army-Ret
Near the end of our one year tour in
Iraq, there was one more mission to be done.
The unit which came to replace us, and was
previously
stationed
in
Germany,
needed
people as right seat passengers to accompany
them on a mission for the 1st Cavalry
Division.
This
was
standard
operating
procedure, it helped the new unit's drivers
with
becoming
familiar
with
the
convoy
procedures and what to look out for in the
way of road hazards and potential threats.
Our own company was already staging its
equipment for the return trip to Camp Doha in
Kuwait. Naturally no one was “volunteering”
to go on this mission, so our platoon
sergeant Burns gave me the unenviable job of
picking some truckers from our platoon.
The excuses I received ranged from
gastrointestinal ailments to the old standby
“Why do I have to go?” Fortunately, I found
some volunteers, including SFC Merritt who
was one of the people I did a lot of missions
with. Also some folks from Pennsylvania came
on board to round out the 1452nd crew.
The mission was clear cut and simple,
but the 1st Cavalry Captain in charge dragged
his feet, for no apparent reason, and he did
it every chance he got. The actual mission
was
uneventful,
but
because
of
his
procrastination, by the time we got back to
Taji, we had to jump through hoops to get on
the Kuwaiti bound convoy to finally get our
butts out of Iraq.
This last mission episode is also my
final Iraqi submission, and I hope the past
issues
gave
the
Military
Transport
Association
membership
a
fairly
good
portrayal of what it was like to be in Iraq

MTA of NJ Newsletter

Page 4

November 2013

A Day with a Hero
MSgt Oresko's Last Deuce Ride
By Steve Kuhn
On Thursday, October 10th, the day dawned with
drizzle and the forecast was for steady rain in the afternoon.
Jerry Nolan took the rest of the tarps off of his 1943 CCKW
352, pulled together the elements of a WWII uniform, which
included an Eisenhower Jacket and Officer’s hat. He then
topped off the gas tank and headed out.
First stop was to
pick up the M103 trailer he
was to tow as a casket
caisson
in
the
day’s
ceremonies. After picking up
the trailer, he fell in behind
Steve Kuhn’s M35 and
headed north on Route 17
for the Church of the
Annunciation on Paramus.
They would arrive early, before the first service in the
schedule, so that the Army would have the trucks for the
entire day. Once at the church the .50 cal was mounted in the
gun ring on the CCKW.
Jerry and Steve had been invited to provide some of
the military vehicles for the funeral services of. WWII MSgt
Nicholas Oresko, CMoH. His heroic action in 1945 at the
Battle of the Bulge is credited as a principal turning point in
favor of the trapped American forces. Twice his platoon was
repulsed by German machine guns in fortified bunkers. On
the order for a third assault, no one moved – except MSgt
Oresko.
Suddenly, Oresko broke the moment of indecision
and leaped from his protective position as the remains of his
unit followed with Oresko far in front. He quickly threw a
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grenade in bunker one, shot the survivors, and moved to
bunker two and repeated the action. Though badly wounded
in the process, he refused
evacuation until he was
assured that the mission was
completed and successful.
That action would earn him
the Congressional Medal of
Honor,
presented
by
President Harry Truman.
After the battle, when
asked…why him?...he was
paraphrased in his eulogy as
saying: “If not me, who? If
not now, when?”
His
casket
was
delivered to the church in a
grey hearse emblazoned with an Army insignia. The West
Point officers and enlisted casket bearers unloaded the
casket with great ceremony and carried it into the church for a
private mass. During the mass, the threat of rain and a soiled
flag forced the decision to drop the trailer and carry the casket
in Jerry’s truck for each move of the day
After the service at the church, Jerry’s truck was
loaded with great dignity and the procession turned west on
Midland Avenue, slowly making its way to Bergen Community
College for a public memorial. Upon arrival, the procession
picked up the pipes and drums corps inside the gate. Pipes
silent, drums would lead the procession to the top of the hill
with the slow cadence of the dirge reminding one that they
were witnessing a state funeral. Again the casket was
unloaded with honors and taken into the building.
The service in the auditorium began with a stage of
empty chairs, save for a rifle standing muzzle down in a pile
of sandbags, boots at the base in front; helmet on the rifle
buttstock at the auditorium’s left. The stage guests including
four other CMoH recipients were ushered in, the casket and
framed medal followed,
and the riveting memorial
began. MSgt Oresko’s
citation was read and he
was eulogized by a
succession of speakers.
Somewhere
at
the
midpoint, one got the
clear impression of being
in the presence of
greatness.
Afterward the honor guard reloaded the casket on the
CCKW for a short trip to and through the cemetery to the
grave. The top of the hill was lined with color guard and flags,
firing squad, and onlookers. The casket was carried from the
truck up the hill on a path defined by American flags.
The graveside ceremony was brief, officiated by the
Roman Catholic priest of West Point. The flag presentation
was conducted with great dignity by the Academy’s
Superintendent. At its conclusion, a remarkable number of
people stood fairly still, finally drifting away.
Since the trucks were wide and the cemetery lane
narrow, they didn’t dally, but fired up and made their exit to
allow cars to leave. The trucks turned west on Century Road
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for home. Fingers could uncross because the rain never
came.
About 10 hours after it was first started, the CCKW
that carried MSgt Oresko to his final resting spot was home,
thankfully dry, having never missed a cue throughout the day.
It had been the centerpiece of an event that its driver called,
“…a once in a lifetime experience…” Jerry called that one
right on.
From one of the planning emails that lead up to the
ceremony: “. . .before his death, I had already spoken to him
of many things regarding the service and specifically the
"hearse" he would ride in if it came to that. He smiled and said
"they are still around? Amazing . . .”
Yes, Sgt Oresko, there are a few still around. We did
our very best to provide you with the finest example we could
find. It was our privilege and high honor to bear you on the
journey to your final rest.
Footnote: The funeral was well-covered by the media. We
encourage you to visit the following links for video and some
beautiful still photos of MSgt Oresko’s funeral. Among them
are some wonder shots of Jerry and his CCKW.
Video:
http://www.northjersey.com/news/Funeral_for_WWII_hero_Nicholas_Oresko_
being_held_today__at_Bergen_Community_College__watch_live_video.html

Stills:
http://www.northjersey.com/photos/Photos_Funeral_for_WWII_hero_Nicholas
_Oresko.html?photo=1&c=y

“Out of every one hundred men, ten shouldn't even be
there, eighty are just targets, nine are the real fighters,
and we are lucky to have them, for they make the battle.
Ah, but the one, one is a warrior, and he will bring the
others back.” ― Heraclitus

http://www.nj.com/hudson/index.ssf/2013/10/hundreds_pack_college_theatre
_for_wwii_hero_nicholas_oreskos_funeral.html
http://www.nj.com/bergen/index.ssf/2013/10/funeral_held_for_bayonne_nativ
e_medal_of_honor_recipient_nicholas_oresko.html
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each plus shipping. I'm in Zip 21071
glengar@verizon.net, if interested. Tim Clark.

(Maryland).

E-mail

at

For Sale: Looking for a military vehicle? From projects to ground-up
Restorations and everything in between! Check out:
WWW.USMILITARYVEHICLES.COM

To add or remove listings from the Classifieds, please
email Dave Steinert at dsteinert@optonline.net or call
973-347-9091.
For Sale-A brand new, in box vinyl thee color 5-ton cargo cover for
$450, call Randy @ 973 219 4499. (9/13)
For Sale- M38 parts- I have 2 windshields in good condition, 1- with good
glass $150, 1- with cracked glass $100. Pair of original fenders, take off,
good condition, easy repairs, $50 for the pair.Tool box lid, good condition
$20. I also have a grill and air cleaner but I believe they are from a CJ3A. Call
Mark Burghardt at 973-906-1069 or email for pics: markkb@optonline.net
(8/13)

Wanted: Early MB parts- I am looking for a pair of MB, 8 leaf front leaf
springs, windshield frame, rear seat, small mouth gas tank, solid disk wheels.
Call Mark Burghardt at 973-906-1069 or email: markkb@optonline.net.
(8/13)
Parts Wanted: All for M-38. Lower Crankshaft Pulley, the smaller one, w/o
winch; Lifting Bracket; Oil Filter Bracket; Generator Support Bracket; Oil PSI
Switch & Bracket; Bell Housing, WO 81628 - early bell-housing; Windshield &
Frame. Robert 201-226-9289 .
Wanted -This is military vehicle
related request, because I want to
put my Mil Shelter on it and set it
up with all my truck tools. So, I can
have it mobile in my shop area. I
am looking for a 2-axle landscape
or equipment trailer 12ft to 14 ft
long. Used and rough shape is
what I am looking for. Better shape
ok if the price is right, Doesn't need
to have ramps, rust ok :), 973 219
4499 or randy@aol.com

For Sale-U.S. Army 103A trailer for sale. Complete with good tires. $500.00.If
interested contact John Dorsch (John Dorsch Electric) 908-689-8300 . (6/13)
For Sale: I just got an interesting collection of new and lightly used manuals
on things like assembling a Harley WLA, correct locations for pioneer tools
and rifle bracket on M-series vehicles, electrical circuit number ID, parachute
rigging of a HMMWV for air drop, US Army Survival Manual (new!), and the
Bosnia Order of Battle Handbook.
Full list at SwapMeetDave.com/Manuals.htm. Also got some new books on
tanks and wheeled vehicles; link from Manuals page. Dave Ahl, 973-2850716. (5/13)

Wanted-For
M725
drivers
compartment pull out style heater
control cables, knobs are marked
“heat, defrost and fresh air”. Marc
Ziegler (973) 263-1923.

For Sale-1985 CUCV M1009, 87,500 miles, $3500. Please call Mike @ 973721-4251 for additional information. (3/13)
For Sale: U.S. WWII .50 cal. Side-latch ammo cans. Inside excellent
condition, outsides have some minor rusting spots, but no pitting. $25 each. I
can bring to meeting or swap meet. Bob Benson @973-293-7101. (3/13)
For Sale-Assortment of M-35 and M-135/211 parts. Please email your
requests to ajtucophc@comcast.net
For Sale- 1959 M-100 trailer with a clean N.J. title,no rust,with extra set of
wheels. Someone cut a small door into the back panel that doesn't take away
from it. Otherwise in nice cond.that looks good.It comes with two military
generators (years unknown) also a bow and both brackets for a M-38 jeep
canvas top in it. $700. for all,located in central N.J. Call Phil Galvano 732539-4919
For Sale-Parting out a M37, have both body & engine parts. I also have MB,
GPW and CJ Jeep parts, plus some wheels for a CJ. Call Tom Weaver at
(973)-627-9448.
For Sale-Mil Spec primers and paints, OD and Camo. WWII Jeep frames,
front, rears, transmissions, PTOs, GI grease and oils. Call Paul Wadeson at
(607)-637-2275.
For Sale-2-1/2 ton Vietnam era troop seats, muliti fuel, bows & winch. Runs
great, needs a little cab work, $3500. Ben Hale Trailer - 1 ton with bows,
lightly rusted, $300. 1968 M725 Ambulance - very nice shape - everything is
there. Rear gas heater, fresh paint, European tires, $3,500. M37 parts,
complete truck, part out with winch. Halftrack parts - call for your needs hood,
doors, radiators, rims, winch, lights, cab parts, armor, electrical etc. Call Dave
@917-567-6419, NY
For Sale-1952 M37 for parts, no engine, 1951 M37 in mint shape, heat,
winch, troop seats, 1968 M725 Jeep ambulance in great shape, 1-ton
trailer with bows, 2.5-ton w/winch, multi-fuel, troop seats, runs great, needs
sheet metal work. I’m looking for halftrack parts, T16 carrier parts, 105 MM
Howitzer. I will buy train wrecks for cash.!! , or trade call me Dave at 1-917567-6419.
For Sale-I have just received some of the adjustable legs for the rear of the
M-101, ¾-ton trailers. These are new in the box (NOS), CARC color, $40
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Military Transport Association
Of North Jersey
P.O. Box 393
Budd Lake, NJ 07828

MTA of NJ Newsletter

The next MTA monthly meeting
th
will be held on Thursday, November 7 ,

at 8:00 PM at the Whippany American
Legion, Legion Place, Whippany, NJ.
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