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ON THE COVER-A nicely restored WWII DUKW from
Michigan.

MTA 2014 Officers and Staff
President- Randy Emr
Tel: 973-219-4499

Email: randyemr@aol.com

Vice President- Dennis Vecchiarelli
Tel: 973-338-9497

Email: dvecc907@gmail.com

Sergeant at Arms-Scott Fleck
Tel: 908-391-2777

Email:smoking_diesel62@yahoo.com

Treasurer-Ginnie McDevitt
Tel: 845-987-7896

Parade/Event Coordinator-Peter Schindo
Tel:201-456-4071

Email: info@peterschindo.com

Membership Chairman-Fred Schlesinger
Tel:908-617-5066

Email: fred@mtaofnj.us

Recording Secretary-Vinny Schwartz
Tel: 973-635-2404

Email: vsaws@optonline.net

Newsletter Editor-Dave Steinert
Tel: 973-347-9091

Email: dsteinert@optonline.net

Web Master-George Wagner
Tel: 973-927-7616

lucky. The latest news is that he is very sore but he will
survive to possibly attend the next meeting when everyone
will have a chance to abuse him.
Fred Schlesinger was awarded his fruit basket for
stuffing himself so much at Thanksgiving that he became
dizzy and did a Brody down the stairs at his son’s house and
knocked himself out. His wife, Sue, being an EMT person
sprung into action and got the First Aid Squad there and had
them haul him off to the ER. She then turned her attention, in
truly Schlesinger Form by crashing the ambulance into the fire
truck. Not sure if she is upset over Fred or the fire truck. We
await her version. The club is quite used to their vehicle
operations. Can't wait to hear what happened. Fred seems to
be pretty banged up and we hope both him and the fire truck
a speedy recovery. (Editor’s Note: Please remember Vinny
did not have his hearing aids, so perhaps this is not the actual
account of what happened…stay tuned)
Vice President Dennis Vecchiarelli read the
treasury report from Ginny via her husband Jack McDevitt.
Dennis spoke very fast, so I didn't get all the numbers, but the
good news is we got money in the bank. I will endeavor to get
the numbers correctly at the next meeting.
Treasury Report-Ginnie McDevitt submitted the following
treasury reports:

Email:wagnergm@verizon.net

2014 Sussex Show Chairman- Bill Murphy
Tel: 973-527-3307
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REMINDER: IT WAS AGREED AND VOTED UPON AT THE JUNE
2013 MEETING THAT STARTING IN SEPTEMBER THE
MONTHLY MTA MEETINGS WOULD BE HELD ON THE FIRST
THURSDAY OF EVERY MONTH. SO…
The next MTA monthly meeting will be on THURSDAY,
January 2nd 2014 at 8:00 PM at the Whippany American Legion,
Legion Place, Whippany, NJ. Refreshments at provided at
7:30PM

Military Transport Association
Meeting Minutes for Thursday, December 5th 2013
President Randy Emr called the meeting to order
promptly at 2000 hrs. Following a Pledge of Allegiance and
Moment of Silence, the meeting got off in good order.
(I want to mention to all the members that I had
forgotten my hearing aids, so the minutes might be a little
iffy).
We had twenty-one members in attendance by my
count but Randy came up with 25? The minutes as printed in
last month’s newsletter were accepted and approved.
We have two members on the Injured Reserve List
and they both will be receiving fruit baskets as rewards for
their actions and the amount of concern by the club.
Bill Murphy was awarded a fruit basket for falling off
his ladder. He apparently felt there existed an emergency to
inspect his gutters and his ladder was not long enough to
reach the highest part of his roof. Ever resourceful, he broke
the ladder down and used half to get onto the garage roof, he
then dragged the other half up and almost reached the point
he wanted to get to when, you guessed it, he went ass over
head, and got pretty banged up. These kinds of falls usually
lead to serious and sometimes fatal results, so, he was pretty
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Newsletter: Since I forgot my hearing aids, Dave Steinert
reported very loudly for my benefit, “I WOULD LIKE TO
THANK THOSE THAT CONTRIBUTED TO LAST MONTH’S
NEWSLETTER, MARK ZIEGLER FOR HIS CONTRIBUTION
TO THE COLLECTOR’S CORNER AND NICK KAPOTES
FOR HIS EXCELLENT ARTICLE ON HIS 1942 AERONCA
L3B. HE WELCOMES FUTURE ARTICLES FROM ALL
MEMBERS!”
OMS7: Steve Vidam gave a very good talk on lubrication for
Military Vehicles as well as some handouts. Steve fielded
questions on the subject and a good discussion followed his
presentation.
2014 MTA Show Report- As for the show news, Randy
reports a continuation of good relations with the horse people.
The MTA will have access to the long 4-H livestock building
this year. It will be cleared and locked at night for the guys
that have WWII vehicles or special vehicles that they do not
wish molested, vandalized or have stuff pilfered from. It will be
available from the beginning of the week and Scott Fleck will
keep the riff-raff away from the building during the off hours.
Old Business- Jack McDevitt spoke at length about the
need for member’s vehicles for movie shoots. So if you want
to sign up for a movie shoot, collect some really good pictures
of your vehicle and get them to Jack. Movie shoots pay well,
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you get fed very well and have a lot of fun for not a lot of work.
We moved on to a discussion about the meeting
change from Monday to Thursday. Adding to the confusion to me
is the move from Monday in the cellar meeting room at the
Whippany American Legion, having all the noise from the Boy
Scouts upstairs to Thursday, where we now meet upstairs with a
contingent of blue-haired women meeting in the cellar
downstairs.
Looking around at the size of the new meeting room It
reminds me of the amount of members that used to show up
when we out grew the Godfather Pizzeria. Yes, we are getting to
be a bigger club and attendance at the meetings are increasing,
as we get accustomed to the new digs and some of us stop
showing up on the wrong day.
Those who are upset about the change will come back
simply because you can't stay away for very long.
We all know we suffer from the green disease and eventually we
will have to seek out each other.
We welcomed a new member at the meeting, Frank
Heck, owner of a 923 5-Ton. Since there was no bickering at this
meeting, when Frank was asked how he liked it, he responded
that he loved it and had a great time.
Randy did a great job of explaining the how and why of
the change to the meeting days. I think he must of done a proper
job since I heard no more complaints and I was satisfied that it
was done to accommodate as many active members as possible.
Remember, try and make as many meetings and get involved as
much as you can. You will get more enjoyment than you think it
could be possible to have.
Randy reminded everyone that
the club will reimburse individual members as well as small and
large groups for coffee and donuts when converging for a club
event.
Come on out, you don't need a vehicle. YOU CAN
ALWAYS HITCH A RIDE WITH SOMEBODY. With all the
business we got through during the meeting, we almost forgot to
get the skinny on the Veterans Day Parade in NYC.
Randy jumped up and gave the highlights of the Convoy into the
City which was clearly the highlight of not only all the drivers but
clearly our distinguished president. It is very easy to see that
other than having his picture taken or his vehicle on the cover of
Military Vehicle Magazine, his true joy in life and what he really
craves is being in front of the Convoy into the city.
Not to slight Tom McHugh, he is having designers block
trying to fit an image of a flat fender Jeep and a deuce on his
new Challenge Coin. If you can help him out, please email him.

Philadelphia, San Francisco, Newport, KY and Stone Mountain
Park, GA
Back in the 1950s, the tours at the Dells were offered
using good old WWII DUKW amphibious trucks which took you
on a nice scenic trip through the woods and city streets and then
drove you through the Wisconsin Dells and gave you a boat tour
of the area.
I and my little Frau took the tour on our Honeymoon way
back in 1953, and it was quite interesting to ride in the old, well
maintained vehicles. The driver even let me steer it around in the
river for a while before the tour headed back to dry land. (Big
thrill, right?)
After the tour we drove our car through the DUKW
graveyard of older used DUKWs that the tour company kept for
spare parts and it was quite interesting to see the old hulks
parked and laying in various positions in the big grassy field, and
thinking about it now----that was sixty years ago----I wonder just
what the situation back there is now. Most all MV collectors
know what years of outdoor storage does to an old vehicle that
was designed to last through only one or two invasions to get the
war won and over with, especially a DUKW that would collect
rain water like a large bowl. If I get a chance, I will go back and
check it out sometime.
There will probably NOT be a lot of old DUKWs laying
around the Wisconsin Dells, however. After a little Google
research on the computer, I found that most of the big city DUCK
tours are now using “Repro” DUCKs which are currently being
manufactured for use as tourist attractions. The new vehicles
resemble the WWII DUKW in appearance only. The new Duck
uses the latest in marine design and safety. What with liability
lawyers, three deep, waiting around by any tourist attraction
waiting for new lawsuit cases, the new Ducks are regularly
inspected, tested and certified by the US Coast Guard to ensure
a “safe and comfortable experience” for the tour guests.

Respectively submitted by Vinny Schwartz

When is a DUCK not a DUKW?
Answer---When it’s a LARC-V
By Harold Ratzburg
I think that most all military vehicle collectors have heard
about the “Duck” Water Tours offered in Wisconsin Dells, WI,
and several other big cities, like Chicago, Branson,
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Enter the LARC-V into the story
While driving down the Tamiami trail in Florida, through
Venice and Nokomis I ran across a variation on the Duck tours, a
guy using a LARC-V instead of a DUKW.
The all-aluminum LARC-V (Lighter, Amphibious,
Resupply Cargo, 5 ton Capacity) was used by the US Army
during the Vietnam War to transport onto the beach, personnel
and cargo discharged from deep-water ships. (Kind of like the
DUKWs were used in WWII) About 950 LARC-V vehicles were
manufactured during the Nam experience.
The LARC-V was 35 feet long, 9.9 feet wide and 12 feet
high with its top erected. It could go 28 MPH on land and 12
MPH in water. With a gross weight of 19,000 pounds, it could
carry five tons of cargo or 20 soldiers with full gear, plus a crew
of two. It could navigate shallow water with a draft of only 3-½
feet.

Page 3

January 2014

The LARC-V shares its name with the much larger
Lighter, Amphibious, Resupply Cargo, 60-ton (LARC-IX) that I
wrote about back in April, 2011.

The LARC-V Duck Tour
As always, I am willing to research these old military
vehicles anytime I can, so the Little Frau and I took the tourist
tour with some friends. What an exciting ride it was! We cruised
down the Tamiami Trail at a blazing 25 MPH with cars passing
on either side.
Since the LARC is over 8 feet wide, the Operator, I’m
sure, had to get a special permit from the local authorities to
operate on the streets.
In Venice, the LARC eases itself into river via a boat
landing ramp and cruises up and down the river almost out to the
Gulf of Mexico before it turns back. You get to see all kinds of
Florida wildlife habitats, dolphins, and scenery.
As an additional Thrill (?) we got to witness the ease in
which the craft crosses a shallow sandbar using its wheels for
power-----well, that’s what the Duck brochure says anyway. I
guess that you can’t really expect to experience a landing
through crashing surf on a tourist attraction ride.

manufactured in a factory and then hauled around on wheels and
finally placed on a block foundation. Double wide means that
there two units mounted side by side for use. This double wide
had a For Sale sign on the riverbank and the guide informed us
that the price on the home was only $800,000.00. Eight hundred
thousand dollars------mien Gott----that is close to a Million Bucks!
It just goes to show you that the three most important factors in
the sale of a house is 1. Location, 2. Location, and 3. Location.

So that’s the story folks. If you have a burning desire to
check out the tour and the LARC-V, it is located on the east side
of the Tamiami Trail in Nokomis, FL. You can’t miss it!

The sight that the Guide pointed out to us on the tour,
that I found most interesting and really sticks in my mind, was of
a double wide mobile home that occupied one of the river front
properties. A mobile home is like a big trailer in that they are

MTA of NJ Newsletter

Page 4

January 2014

My 31-Year Pursuit to Get
My Original GPW Engine Back!

was a well-known member of the MTA Club of NJ and a long
time military collector.

By Gary Schultz
I have had a long interest in WWII Jeeps and Jeeps
in general since I first got to play in my father’s WWII Jeep as
a 5-year old. I have vivid memories of seeing Rat Patrol on
TV and then peeking out to the driveway and seeing the real
Jeep standing there waiting for me to jump in and play.
I pursued my interests in all things Jeep with my toys
and reading my father’s original WWII Jeep TM Manuals.
You know you are hooked when your favorite book as a 10year old is TM9-803!
Fast forward to high school and for graduation I was
finally able to purchase my own WWII Jeep. I found not one
but two jeeps within months of each other in 1979. A good
running 1943 GPW, but with a rusted out frame in Milford PA
and a 1945 GPW in Colesville, NJ with a shot engine but a
great frame to serve as the basis for my restoration.
I joined the MVCC (now the MVPA) that same year
and started on my restoration as time and money would allow.
One of the first things I did was to put the engine from the 43
GPW into the frame of the 45 GPW so I could have a running
jeep as soon as possible. Being new to the hobby I didn’t
know that there was value to having a matching number
frame and engine. With the help and some funding from my
father, I completed my 45 GPW restoration in 1981. I had sold
my original 45 GPW engine (serial number 257161) to Dick
Ivory in 1982 for $75, which seemed like a good deal at the
time. Shortly after selling the engine to Dick, others in the club
told me that I should have rebuilt and kept my original
matching number engine.

I would see Dick on and off over the years at various
club events and always inquired about my old engine to see if
he would sell it back to me. But, Dick had other plans for the
engine and had already rebuilt it to use in a special jeep he
was planning on restoring.
Some of you may remember Dick as the founder of
Military Vehicles Magazine (Along with Dennis Spence). Dick

MTA of NJ Newsletter

Dick restored his Jeep to resemble the one he
remembers from his time during WWII aboard the USS
Hancock Aircraft Carrier. As Dick told me before his passing,
while aboard the USS Hancock docked at port, he claims the
men of the ship "Liberated" a US Marine Jeep from the pier
and hoisted it aboard the ship. They stowed it in the hanger
bay and quickly set about to make a custom Jeep for the
Captain of the ship. The Ship mechanics repainted the Jeep
Corsair Medium Blue as that was the paint they had aboard to
paint the Corsair's planes that the ship had. Then the ship’s
Mate, responsible for canvas tarps, made special white seat
covers and top for the Jeep. Unfortunately Dick couldn't find
any of the original pictures of the Jeep so he restored based
on his memories of Jeep from 1945.
Dick spared no
expense in collecting
many F script parts for
this jeep and it shows...it
has more F marked parts
then I have found on
most other GPW's. The
data plate and frame
stamping match and put
the Jeep as July 28th
1942 as stated on the
data plate.
Dick
passed
away in 2005, his pride
and joy Navy Jeep was
shipped off to storage at
his Son’s home in
Florida. I was fortunate
to purchase this Jeep in
August 2013 from his
Son in Florida and had it shipped back to NJ. The Jeep spent
many years in FL and was not used that much. The Jeep sat
for so long in a hot FL garage that the fuel actually developed
algae growth in the fuel tank and fuel pump.
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I am pleased to report that I have completed the swap
of the 42 Navy Jeep engine back into its original 45 GPW
frame last month, just 30 days after getting the 42 Navy Jeep
back to NJ from its storage place in FL. I now have my
original 1945 GPW (Serial #257161) complete again after a
31 year separation! Last week I took my 45 GPW for a ride
down the road powered by its original engine for the first time
in decades. After such a long 31 year chase to regain my
original engine, it brought a big smile to my face to have them
back together again and running good!

The 42 Navy Jeep now has the engine from my 45
GPW which was actually a 43 GPA engine (Serial number
10034). It seems more appropriate to have a GPA engine in
a Navy jeep.
The 42 Navy Jeep now shares my garage with my 45
Army Jeep. I look forward to getting them both out for the
MTA Show in April 2014. The 42 Navy Jeep was the 15th
WWII Jeep that I have bought since my first Jeep purchased
in 1979. Some of those Jeeps were restored and sold and
others were too far gone and cut up for parts over the years.
Now I have these two GPW’s, a restored 1944 ¼ Ton Jeep
Trailer and two Army hand carts in my WWII stable. My wife
tells me I will be living in that stable if I buy another Jeep
Well….I guess it’s been said many times in this
hobby, these Jeeps can be addictive!

While I had the 45 GPW apart I installed a rebuilt
Transmission and Transfer case, both of which I had rebuilt
about a 5 years earlier with expectation of a future use. My
45 GPW Army Jeep is running good again, but I did have to
do a few repairs to the engine after sitting for so long in a hot
garage in Fl. I had to rebuild the carb, fuel pump and water
pump on the 45 engine which leaked from years of sitting.
Many have asked me why I bothered to take a good
engine out of my Jeep just to put one with the original serial
number (which nobody is going to read) back into it. If you
have been in this hobby long enough or around collecting old
cars for a while, you know why I chased this engine down and
spent the time and effort to reunite it with its original frame.

“Never, never, never believe any war will be smooth and
easy, or that anyone who embarks on the strange voyage can
measure the tides and hurricanes he will encounter. The statesman
who yields to war fever must realize that once the signal is given, he
is no longer the master of policy but the slave of unforeseeable and
uncontrollable events”. Sir Winston Churchill (1874 - 1965)
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European tires, $3,500. M37 parts, complete truck, part out with
winch. Halftrack parts - call for your needs hood, doors, radiators,
rims, winch, lights, cab parts, armor, electrical etc. Call Dave @917567-6419, NY

To add or remove listings from the Classifieds, please email
Dave Steinert at dsteinert@optonline.net or call 973-347-9091.
For Sale-1985 M1009 CUCV, 63000 original miles. $4200 or best
offer. Gary Kuipers Sr. (908) 813-0090. (1/14)
For Sale-Restored 1944 Willys Jeep with top, with a .50 Cal (Sarco)
center mount and 50 Cal Linked. Located in Mountain Side, NJ.
Asking $17,000. Call Karl Kaimer at 908-334-3902. (10/13)
For Sale-M35A2, a great running w/camo paint Deuce. Has heater
Jatonka fuel 7 oil filters, straight tailgate, new vinyl cab soft top. Has
air shift front axle. Asking $5500 or best offer. Call Vinny, cell:973476-9544, home:973-635-2404. (10/13)
For Sale-A brand new, in box vinyl thee color 5-ton cargo cover for
$450, call Randy @ 973 219 4499. (9/13)
For Sale- M38 parts- I have 2 windshields in good condition, 1- with
good glass $150, 1- with cracked glass $100. Pair of original
fenders, take off, good condition, easy repairs, $50 for the pair.Tool
box lid, good condition $20. I also have a grill and air cleaner but I
believe they are from a CJ3A. Call Mark Burghardt at 973-906-1069
or email for pics: markkb@optonline.net (8/13)

For Sale-1952 M37 for parts, no engine, 1951 M37 in mint shape,
heat, winch, troop seats, 1968 M725 Jeep ambulance in great
shape, 1-ton trailer with bows, 2.5-ton w/winch, multi-fuel, troop
seats, runs great, needs sheet metal work. I’m looking for halftrack
parts, T16 carrier parts, 105 MM Howitzer. I will buy train wrecks for
cash.!! , or trade call me Dave at 1-917-567-6419.
For Sale-I have just received some of the adjustable legs for the rear
of the M-101, ¾-ton trailers. These are new in the box (NOS), CARC
color, $40 each plus shipping. I'm in Zip 21071 (Maryland). E-mail at
glengar@verizon.net, if interested. Tim Clark.
For Sale: Looking for a military vehicle? From projects to ground-up
Restorations and everything in between! Check out:
WWW.USMILITARYVEHICLES.COM
Wanted: Early MB parts- I am looking for a pair of MB, 8 leaf front leaf
springs, windshield frame, rear seat, small mouth gas tank, solid disk wheels.
Call Mark Burghardt at 973-906-1069 or email: markkb@optonline.net.
(8/13)

Parts Wanted: All For Early M-38. Lower Crankshaft Pulley, The
Smaller One, W/O Winch; Lifting Bracket; Oil Filter Bracket;
Generator Support Bracket; Oil PSI Switch & Bracket; An Early Bell
Housing With Part Number WO 81628 OR WO 81629; Windshield &
Frame. Robert 201-226-9289.
Wanted -This is military vehicle
related request, because I want to
put my Mil Shelter on it and set it
up with all my truck tools. So, I can
have it mobile in my shop area. I
am looking for a 2-axle landscape
or equipment trailer 12ft to 14 ft
long. Used and rough shape is
what I am looking for. Better shape
ok if the price is right, Doesn't need
to have ramps, rust ok :), 973 219
4499 or randy@aol.com

For Sale-U.S. Army 103A trailer for sale. Complete with good tires.
$300.00 or best offer. If interested contact John Dorsch (John
Dorsch Electric) 908-689-8300 . (6/13)
For Sale: I just got an interesting collection of new and lightly used
manuals on things like assembling a Harley WLA, correct locations
for pioneer tools and rifle bracket on M-series vehicles, electrical
circuit number ID, parachute rigging of a HMMWV for air drop, US
Army Survival Manual (new!), and the Bosnia Order of Battle
Handbook.
Full list at SwapMeetDave.com/Manuals.htm. Also got some new
books on tanks and wheeled vehicles; link from Manuals page. Dave
Ahl, 973-285-0716. (5/13)

Wanted-For
M725
drivers
compartment pull out style heater
control cables, knobs are marked
“heat, defrost and fresh air”. Marc
Ziegler (973) 263-1923.

For Sale-Assortment of M-35 and M-135/211 parts. Please email
your requests to ajtucophc@comcast.net
For Sale- 1959 M-100 trailer with a clean N.J. title,no rust,with extra
set of wheels. Someone cut a small door into the back panel that
doesn't take away from it. Otherwise in nice cond.that looks
good.It comes with two military generators (years unknown) also a
bow and both brackets for a M-38 jeep canvas top in it. $700. for
all,located in central N.J. Call Phil Galvano 732-539-4919
For Sale-Parting out a M37, have both body & engine parts. I also
have MB, GPW and CJ Jeep parts, plus some wheels for a CJ. Call
Tom Weaver at (973)-627-9448.
For Sale-Mil Spec primers and paints, OD and Camo. WWII Jeep
frames, front, rears, transmissions, PTOs, GI grease and oils. Call
Paul Wadeson at (607)-637-2275.
For Sale-2-1/2 ton Vietnam era troop seats, muliti fuel, bows &
winch. Runs great, needs a little cab work, $3500. Ben Hale Trailer 1 ton with bows, lightly rusted, $300. 1968 M725 Ambulance - very
nice shape - everything is there. Rear gas heater, fresh paint,
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Military Transport Association
Of North Jersey
P.O. Box 393
Budd Lake, NJ 07828
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The next MTA monthly meeting
will be held on Thursday, January 2nd,
at 8:00 PM at the Whippany American
Legion, Legion Place, Whippany, NJ.
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