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ON THE COVER- This Deuce and a Half was born in 1968
by the Kaiser Jeep Corporation and was completely
refurbished in June, 2011
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REMINDER: IT WAS AGREED AND VOTED UPON AT THE JUNE
2013 MEETING THAT STARTING IN SEPTEMBER THE
MONTHLY MTA MEETINGS WOULD BE HELD ON THE FIRST
THURSDAY OF EVERY MONTH. SO…

The next MTA monthly meeting will be on
THURSDAY, February 6th 2014 at 8:00 PM at the
Whippany American Legion, Legion Place, Whippany, NJ.
Refreshments are provided at 7:30PM

Military Transport Association
Meeting Minutes for Thursday, January 2

nd

2014

The meeting was cancelled because of a threatening
snow storm. The following report was submitted by committee
members on the MTA email List, then gathered, concatenated
and spilled forth here by our Recording Secretary:
Our Membership Chairman Fred Schlesinger
reported he was glad the meeting was cancelled. He was
fearful for the safety of members coming and going and I'm
sure everyone would agree with him.
He had two things to report on: Dues for 2014 are
now due. He says to send your membership check to: MTA,
P.O. Box 393, Budd Lake, NJ 07828. Dave Steinert can pick
up the renewals, and send the checks to our Treasurer,
Ginnie McDevitt. Then he will email Fred those who have
paid. Don't send cash through the mail. (Sorry Tom) It might
wind up in Australia. Even Fred sends himself a check.
Also, Vendor spaces for the April Show are now open
for returning vendors only at this time. Returning Vendors can
renew, move or relocate to the air conditioned area under the
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bleachers at the outside covered Judging Pavilion. Is that a
deal, or what?
Scott Fleck reports that he will be plowing snow so
he wouldn’t be at the meeting anyway and has nothing to
report.
Thomas McHugh reports he has not received any
pictures of military vehicles from the two members who
promised them to him for the design on the MTA Challenge
Coin. He still needs them. He also denies having any brain
freeze. (I believe I referred to his problem as similar to a
creative artist or writer’s block).
Steve Vidam sent along his entire OMS #7 Report on
Air Brake Maintenance with the following issues and
preventative recommendations:
1. Drain air tanks daily. Especially in winter, water
causes damage and can form ice in the system.
2. Trucks with full Air Brake systems have multiple
tanks and check valves. The system is prone to rust and
icing. This can result in damage to the system itself and a
failure of the system holding air pressure. The spring brakes
need air pressure to keep them unlocked. Low or no air
pressure and the rear wheels stay locked. Some have Auto
water drains that have to be emptied daily. Newer models
have an alcohol bottle that injects alcohol into the system to
help with deicing (the alcohol is non-consumable).
3. Trailers also have tanks that need draining daily.
4. Check all the air hoses for cuts, scrapes and
damaged or missing parts like the high hats where they
connect together. Also check for leaks and repair them before
using the vehicle.
5. The correct Air Color codes are Service=Yellow,
Emergency=Red or on newer or Commercial Civilian
trucks=Blue.
6. If you need or wish more detail, ask Steve, he is an
encyclopedia of info and is always willing to help.
I hope he has some handouts available. We have a lot of
members with big toys who could benefit from Steve's
knowledge. Thanks Steve.
Peter Schindo mocked us for suffering through this
cold and wintry weather from his “Headquarters” in Florida.
He says that the 2014 Parade Contracts will be going out in
MARCH, and if sent out any earlier they get lost in the mail (I
guess he still thinks the Pony Express is in business).
He is desperate to Skype in at future meetings. If
anyone has the ability to Skype with him, he wants to know so
he can set up a date with you before the next meeting to
discuss the details.
Bill Murphy must be still sore from the flight off his
roof-at this time no report.
President Randy Emr suggested this email meeting
and he is responsible for the blisters on my fingers from
putting this "thingy" together from all the different reports.
He explained how the vehicle judging will be done at
our April Show and the importance of being there with your
vehicle when the judging takes place. Every year the judging
gets better and this year Steve Vidam has joined the team
and Brent Weaver will apprentice for him.
Now they have a lot of rules and regulations for the
judging. This keeps the system honest and worthy of
recognition not only for our club but nationally. They do a
great job of it, but someone always doesn't get the whole
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message or just doesn't like how it works out. Maybe if
the rules were spelled out on a big sign at the sign-in table, it
would enlighten those who do all the complaining.
MORE ABOUT--“THE REST OF THE STORY
ABOUT JOHN MAHALCHIK, N.J. BIGGEST MV
COLLECTOR”
By Harold Ratzburg and *Ray Verner
One of the best things about writing stories like I do is
that years later, you may hear from another person about
something that was of interest to you a long time ago.
A recent case was when I heard from Ray Verner, a
gentleman who lived in the same area as good old John
Mahalchik, whom I wrote about in August, 2008, in the MPM.
Ray lived there when Mahalchik, a very “colorful character”
was going through his trials and tribulations with his neighbors
and the local and state governments. While it was more than
just of passing interest to him then, Ray did not keep any
records. When he recently ran across my article somewhere,
he contacted me and asked for a copy of it.
Ray is working to put together a Power Point
presentation about Mahalchik for local Historical Societies
and so he took my article and by the use of bold red letters,
made additions to it to clarify some points that I had made. I
believe that you will enjoy our combined article shown below:
As we said last month (actually August 2008) in the
Collectors Corner, John Mahalchik was a very eccentric
character. This is the "Rest of His (Real) Story."
John was born in 1918, I can only assume that he
had a normal childhood up until WWII. According to the news
articles I was able to find, John at that time enlisted or was
drafted into the US Army. According to John's own account
(*The aura of John Mahalchik was created by John--if you
say something enough times people will believe it) he
learned to fly in the AAF and was trained as a fighter pilot and
he was wounded twice in action (*He never left the States).
By another account, it was said that he served as an
instructor for B-17 and B-24 pilots (*Maybe? He dropped a
dud bomb during a practice exercise on a church in New
Mexico killing the occupants).
It is hard to tell at this late date exactly what the true
story was. It is my feeling that, as happens with so many
eccentrics, a cloud of BS (*BS begets more BS) seems to
hover around them and this clouds the real truth on many
occasions. At any rate, John was a flyer and even got the
nickname "Lucky" because on one occasion, a plane that he
was in had the misfortune to fly into a mountain and John was
the only person to walk away from the mishap (*He was the
pilot and all the rest of the crew died. He was not allowed
to fly after that). The accident happened in South America
on a "Booze and Beef Run" when the troops in South
Carolina (*He was stationed in New Mexico) where the
training took place, would take a plane and fly down to South
America to pick up essentials (?) that were not available in the
USA. John completed his service to his country and after the
war, started up and operated a small airfield (*Started late
1940's) on 50 acres on State Route 206 not far out of
Trenton, NJ.
As a side line to the airfield, he purchased some
surplus military trainer airplanes and operated a crop dusting
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business (*He flew under the Burlington Bristol Bridge and
had his license suspended. Numerous times he flew under
the electric wires on Route 206?)
Things seemed to be going well for a while and John
even accumulated a wife. But then, about 1949 (*1951) disaster
struck, and a freak storm (*hurricane) destroyed his planes and
hanger and John was forced to go into the junk business, (a.k.a.
collecting military vehicles). He accumulated a lot of stuff
including a CG4 A Waco glider according to one report. Another
find was seven US Navy airships which he bought at an auction
with the understanding that they would be cut up for scrap. John
did cut up the balloons and sold the material for truck tarps but
he balked at cutting up the gondolas.

About 1959, came the first reported tangle with
governmental authority, when the State wanted to widen the
highway in front of his property. (*The State of NJ refused to
pay his price and took him to court before eminent domain
became popular. Judge ordered State to pay his price. One
small victory for John). John’s reaction was to denounce the
government by painting billboards on 4' by 8' pieces of plywood
or scrap metal and lining them up along the fence by the
roadside. He had dozens of signs by the time he was finished.

He then began protesting the county's refusal to award
him a junkyard license to sell his inventory and after that, moved
on to encourage the overthrow of the government. All of this of
course, endeared him more and more to the governmental
bodies that he had to deal with.
One of his missions in life was to get an airship back in
flying condition and he fought the Government scrap order in
court for six months and won the case, but he could not find a big
sponsor to fund the restoration of an airship which was estimated
would cost about one million dollars.
Another disappointment that John faced was when he
bid on and won the award for 250,000 Thompson Sub Machine
Guns but then found out that they would need to be demilled
before he could haul them away. He told one of his friends that
that was one of his greatest disappointments that he ever had to
handle.

In 1966, John claimed that the Mafia wanted his property
to build a racetrack, but John would not bend. Come 1967,
(Johns wife had left him some time before), (*His wife left him in
the early to mid 1950's because he was molesting the
children, five girls and two boys. This was reported in the
Burlington County Herald) and she sued him for nonsupport. In
order to make judgment, the Judge ordered an appraisal be
made of John’s property but John refused to let the appraiser on
the property (*John held a shotgun). Along came the cops,
eight of them. (*The police sent a shapely female undercover
officer with coffee to the front gate while 8 detectives came
in thru the back of the junk yard. When John heard them
behind him he knew he had been had and turned to the
woman--who maced him!).
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John says the police kicked out his teeth (*??). The cops
say they were trying to keep him from getting his gun. He was
arrested and put in jail. The following day while John was still in
jail, (*actually, he was sent to Ancora Psychiatric Hospital for
evaluation) his house burned down (fire started 10:00 PM,
because I was there). John suspected the Mafia or local
enemies were responsible (*we will probably never know).
Four times he was sent to mental institutions and once
to a place for the criminally insane, but all the doctors involved in
his case said he was sane.
When he came out of jail and/or the institutions, John
had no place to live because the town would not give him a
permit to rebuild his house or a permit for him to live in a trailer
on his own property, (*he finally put up a temporary large
army tent).

So he went to city hall to study the building regulations
himself. Finding what he needed to know, he spent a few days
assembling materials (*his live-in lady friend and her children
did most of the work) from his own stock pile and the local
dump. At 5:00 PM on a Friday evening, he started building a 'tin
teepee' out of old 2 x 4’s and scrap metal. He finished his work
just before 8:00 AM on Monday (*??) morning. The local building
inspector arrived almost immediately and demanded that he tear
it down, because in no way did it meet the building codes.
Mahalchik challenged him to show exactly where this teepee was
illegal. It seems that this type of structure was completely outside
of the written codes so John had created a legal loophole.
The Township corrected the oversight shortly after, but
the building, such as it was, was not subject to the new building
code because it was pre-existing. Score one for John---he lived
there for the rest of his life, but with no running water, toilet
facilities, minimal electricity, and the only heat provided by one
small woodstove. Did I say that John was eccentric? (*??
Insane, sadistic, brutal pedophile, monster…this description
comes from the family…he was not a folk hero! He raped his
own as well as the three daughters from his girlfriend…this
is from the account of one of those daughters!) But, he was
one tough old bird to say the least (*everything was about John
being the manipulator in control. He hated women, Jews and
Blacks).
I will not go into all the details of John running for public
offices, even so far as running for President in 1972, on his own
'America First' Ticket. His campaigns mostly consisted of the
dozens of hand painted billboards along the fence by the
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highway, but he did have his supporters, about 2000 of them,
including some of the soldiers from nearby Fort Dix.
One of his supporters was a mystery man (*Irv Homer
had some of same views as John had about big
government) from Philadelphia who heard on a Philly radio talk
show about one of Johns problems (*John was a user of
people) with the tax man. The Mahalchik junkyard was
scheduled for foreclosure in about two weeks because he had
not paid his property taxes in 1980 and 1981. The mystery man
appeared out of nowhere, went with John to the tax office and
paid off $1 082.17 in taxes with cold cash, because he admired
John's fighting spirit. He left without leaving his name, (*he told
the tax collector his name was "no name") or a silver bullet
either.

John "Lucky" Mahalchik passed away in 1987 and the
auction to sell off his collection was held shortly thereafter. I
traveled to Trenton and passed Mahalchik's fabulous fifty acres
of military stuff many times while John was going through his
turmoil of dealing with authorities. Sometimes I would just park
and look out over the fence and billboards to see what I could
identify in the weeds. It was indeed awesome, but John was not
that friendly (*In today's world John was a paranoid
schizophrenic) that he would come out and ask me in. I heard
stories of people who would come in groups, and while one
group talked to John near his teepee, the other guys would jump
over the fence and toss stuff out and haul it away. That took a lot
of courage because John's watch dog was about as friendly as
he was. I also heard at one point that John was really convinced
that all of his junk was indeed a treasure. He quoted someone a
price of $4000 each for the staff cars (* John's prices were
double the true value--his pricing was "as is", if you wanted
it running the price doubled again. If you wanted it "it was a
pig in a poke" He must have liked me. I bought a lot
of Harley/Indian parts and had free run. John didn't sell
much. Without the junk yard license things moved out at
night) that were settling into the mud behind the fence. Four
thousand dollars in those days was way too much for the staff
car hulks.
If any of you folks that are reading this happened to
purchase anything at the Mahalchik auction, I would appreciate
hearing from you about your purchase and what happened to it over
the years. It would make a good follow up story for the Collectors
Corner.
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Apparently there were two
locomotives on the Mahalchik
property…(*I have located both
locomotives, the White Ghost
was not a steam engine. John
built the fake steam stack. A lot
of the cars, buses, and trucks
ended up in Wade’s junk yard in
Atco, NJ (See Story Below). Wade
said that they promised him titles
but after the auction, they refused
to give them to him? Everything
about John was a charade"smoke and mirrors"-he created
his own persona. He had no
middle name but chose "Valjean"
from "Les Miserables" liking
himself to the main characterrags to riches, who gave away
fortunes to the poor. John would never give you anything
without taking your wallet.)

Wade’s Salvage
Where Old Aircraft Go to Die - or Live Again as
Props

"We're a one-of-a-kind operation because of our mix of
aircraft," said Wade, smoking a cigar while strolling amid his
"trophies."
"I've never studied crash sites," he said, "but I've cleaned
up enough that I know what's what." Over his shoulder was the nose
of a C-130 cargo plane emblazoned with the letters USAF, along
with A-7 Corsair, F-4 Phantom, and A-4 Skyhawk fighter jets, all
from the Vietnam War.
Nearby was the yawning mouth of a Korean War veteran, a
F-86 Sabre jet with now-defanged machine-gun channels on either
side of the cockpit. The planes are shorn of their wings for transport
to Wade's yard.
Trees and vegetation have grown up around some of the
aircraft, creating scenes like those seen in the Hollywood movies
Raiders of the Lost Ark and Romancing the Stone. The controls and
instrument panels in the cockpits are open to the elements and
deteriorating but still spark the imagination.
"If we don't feel [an aircraft] has any static-display or
training use," Wade said, "then we will cut it up for scrap-metal
value, which is what we purchased it for in the first place."
His more-intact aircraft are kept at Atco, but parts of them
could also be held at his other yards, in Deptford, Monroe Township,
and Philadelphia.
Most of the planes and copters are purchased from the
military, said Wade, who doesn't expect to run out of them anytime
soon. Thousands of planes across the country are due to be "timedout" - judged obsolete because of metal and parts fatigue - in the
next couple of years.

By Edward Colimore, Philadelphia Inquirer Staff Writer
(Reprinted Here)

A rusty locomotive stands like a sentry at the front gate. It
was once used at Lakehurst in the 1930s, operating near the
mooring tower for Nazi Germany's doomed airship, the Hindenburg.
Next to it is a 1928 Graham-Paige motorcar with running boards,
straight out of a Bonnie and Clyde gangster movie.`
But it's what is inside the fence - beyond the 80-year-old
gasoline pumps, old tractors, ladders, wagons, and lawn mowers that sets Wade Salvage apart from other scrap dealers.
The place is a graveyard for military and civilian aircraft,
with fuselages, wings, and engines resting atop mountains of other
scrap metal.
The proprietor, Andy Wade, is South Jersey's mogul of
scrapped planes and helicopters, called upon recently to provide
props for first responders staging an elaborate drill.
He knows each aircraft and rattles off their stories as he wanders
through canyons of refuse at his Atco, Camden County, yard. He has
about 100 aircraft spread over his 10-acre Waterford Township site
off Jackson Road in the Pine Barrens."You know how hunters have
trophies," said Wade, 50, of Atco. "These are our trophies, and they
all have a story to tell.
"We put Sanford and Son to shame; we make them look
like amateurs," he said of the former TV sitcom junk dealers. "We put
the 'P' in American Pickers," he said, referring to the TV series about
buying antiques and collectibles.
Wade comes by his Hollywoodish banter naturally. Some of
his planes and engine parts have "starred" in movies, including the
Steven Spielberg-produced Transformers: Revenge of the Fallen in
2009, and The Invasion with Nicole Kidman in 2007. They've also
been in the 1995 movie Twelve Monkeys with Bruce Willis and the
1983 film Eddie and the Cruisers with Tom Berenger.
In April, parts of one of Wade's passenger planes were
rented for $35,000 to simulate a crash site at the Atco Raceway,
where municipal, county, state, and federal officials drilled under
realistic conditions that included mock casualties. He hauled over the
fuselage of a passenger plane to the raceway.
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"I'm a preferred airplane chopper in this region," said Wade
who searches out aircraft at bases in New Jersey and across the
country. "We chop them on the runway and bring the parts here.
"At the Atco yard, we separate the parts, according to the
metals, and package them so they can be sent to whoever is going
to get them," he said. "They could go to companies that buy
aluminum, stainless steel, nickel, or copper."
Wade and nephew Gregory Sharp have had some close
calls during the dismantling. Though the fuel is supposed to be
drained and armaments and explosives removed, mistakes happen.
The military "declares they are safe before they go up for sale,"
Wade said. "They go through inspections before we get a 'burn
permit' to chop them up with a torch or saw. But we've had three
blow up on us."
He said he was sawing through a Korean War-era
reconnaissance jet in 1982 when he cut into an extra fuel tank that
had been forgotten.
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"It blew up on my left side and I had third-degree burns from
my knees to my head," Wade said. "I was in shock more than
anything else. I got mad later."
"There it is," he said, pointing to the reconnaissance
aircraft, next to the large fuselage of an open Convair 880 passenger
plane.
Sharp, 43, of Indian Mills, also has been injured. He was
cutting up the cockpit of an RB-57 bomber jet in 1986 when the
explosive charges for the ejector seat suddenly blew the canopy and
blasted a stainless-steel bolt - like a bullet - into his upper right arm.
"This is definitely an unusual job," he said, pointing to a deep scar
and then indulging in some sly humor. "I had a lady come in here
one day and I said, 'What do you got?'
"I've got my husband's organs," she said, according to
Sharp.
"It was an electric pipe organ," he said with a laugh,
pointing to it on the ground next to the office.
Beyond a coffin, cars from the last 80 years, and tires is a
long line of planes, including Douglas DC-3 propeller-driven airliners.
"We chopped up about a dozen of them and we have enough parts
for about three," Wade said.
Also amid the collection is an operating Army truck; another
Convair 880 passenger plane - this one believed to have been flown
by billionaire Howard Hughes - and an armored car from the army of
former Panamanian strongman Manuel Noriega.
"My father and grandfather owned this property, so we've
had it a long time," said Wade, who has never married. "I plan to die
in this yard. It's my pride and joy."

To add or remove listings from the Classifieds, please email
Dave Steinert at dsteinert@optonline.net or call 973-347-9091.
For Sale-1985 M1009 CUCV, 63000 original miles. $4200 or best
offer. Gary Kuipers Sr. (908) 813-0090. (1/14)
For Sale-Restored 1944 Willys Jeep with top, with a .50 Cal (Sarco)
center mount and 50 Cal Linked. Located in Mountain Side, NJ.
Asking $17,000. Call Karl Kaimer at 908-334-3902. (10/13)
For Sale-M35A2, a great running w/camo paint Deuce. Has heater
Jatonka fuel 7 oil filters, straight tailgate, new vinyl cab soft top. Has
air shift front axle. Asking $5500 or best offer. Call Vinny, cell:973476-9544, home:973-635-2404. (10/13)
For Sale-A brand new, in box vinyl thee color 5-ton cargo cover for
$450, call Randy @ 973 219 4499. (9/13)
For Sale- M38 parts- I have 2 windshields in good condition, 1- with
good glass $150, 1- with cracked glass $100. Pair of original
fenders, take off, good condition, easy repairs, $50 for the pair.Tool
box lid, good condition $20. I also have a grill and air cleaner but I
believe they are from a CJ3A. Call Mark Burghardt at 973-906-1069
or email for pics: markkb@optonline.net (8/13)
For Sale-U.S. Army 103A trailer for sale. Complete with good tires.
$300.00 or best offer. If interested contact John Dorsch (John
Dorsch Electric) 908-689-8300 . (6/13)
For Sale: 100+ MV books: Jeeps, trucks, tanks, AFVs, weapons.
Also civilian auto books including hard-to-find early Motor's and
Chilton Truck Repair manuals.
LIst at Swapmeetdave.com/Army.htm. Dave Ahl, 973-2850716. (01/14)
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For Sale-Assortment of M-35 and M-135/211 parts. Please email
your requests to ajtucophc@comcast.net
For Sale- 1959 M-100 trailer with a clean N.J. title,no rust,with extra
set of wheels. Someone cut a small door into the back panel that
doesn't take away from it. Otherwise in nice cond.that looks
good.It comes with two military generators (years unknown) also a
bow and both brackets for a M-38 jeep canvas top in it. $700. for
all,located in central N.J. Call Phil Galvano 732-539-4919
For Sale-Parting out a M37, have both body & engine parts. I also
have MB, GPW and CJ Jeep parts, plus some wheels for a CJ. Call
Tom Weaver at (973)-627-9448.
For Sale-Mil Spec primers and paints, OD and Camo. WWII Jeep
frames, front, rears, transmissions, PTOs, GI grease and oils. Call
Paul Wadeson at (607)-637-2275.
For Sale-2-1/2 ton Vietnam era troop seats, muliti fuel, bows &
winch. Runs great, needs a little cab work, $3500. Ben Hale Trailer 1 ton with bows, lightly rusted, $300. 1968 M725 Ambulance - very
nice shape - everything is there. Rear gas heater, fresh paint,
European tires, $3,500. M37 parts, complete truck, part out with
winch. Halftrack parts - call for your needs hood, doors, radiators,
rims, winch, lights, cab parts, armor, electrical etc. Call Dave @917567-6419, NY
For Sale-1952 M37 for parts, no engine, 1951 M37 in mint shape,
heat, winch, troop seats, 1968 M725 Jeep ambulance in great
shape, 1-ton trailer with bows, 2.5-ton w/winch, multi-fuel, troop
seats, runs great, needs sheet metal work. I’m looking for halftrack
parts, T16 carrier parts, 105 MM Howitzer. I will buy train wrecks for
cash.!! , or trade call me Dave at 1-917-567-6419.
For Sale-I have just received some of the adjustable legs for the rear
of the M-101, 3⁄4-ton trailers. These are new in the box (NOS), CARC
color, $40 each plus shipping. I'm in Zip 21071 (Maryland). E-mail at
glengar@verizon.net, if interested. Tim Clark.

For Sale: Looking for a military vehicle? From projects to
ground-up Restorations and everything in between!
Check out:
WWW.USMILITARYVEHICLES.COM
Wanted: Early MB parts- I am looking for a pair of MB, 8 leaf front
leaf springs, windshield frame, rear seat, small mouth gas tank, solid
disk wheels. Call Mark Burghardt at 973-906-1069 or email:
markkb@optonline.net. (8/13)
Parts Wanted: All For Early M-38. Lower Crankshaft Pulley, The
Smaller One, W/O Winch; Lifting Bracket; Oil Filter Bracket;
Generator Support Bracket; Oil PSI Switch & Bracket; An Early Bell
Housing With Part Number WO 81628 OR WO 81629; Windshield &
Frame. Robert 201-226-9289.
Wanted -This is military vehicle related request, because I want to
put my Mil Shelter on it and set it up with all my truck tools. So, I can
have it mobile in my shop area. I am looking for a 2-axle landscape
or equipment trailer 12ft to 14 ft long. Used and rough shape is what
I am looking for. Better shape ok if the price is right, Doesn't need to
have ramps, rust ok :), 973 219 4499 or randy@aol.com

Wanted-For M725 drivers compartment pull out style heater
control cables, knobs are marked “heat, defrost and fresh air”.
Marc Ziegler (973) 263-1923.
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The next MTA monthly meeting
will be held on Thursday, February 6th,
at 8:00 PM at the Whippany American
Legion, Legion Place, Whippany, NJ.
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