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ON THE COVER- A WWII Half-track and Jeep pause to
discuss strategy at the 2014 Battle of the Bulge
reenactment at Fort Indiantown Gap, PA. (Photo courtesy
of John Dwyer).
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REMINDER: IT WAS AGREED AND VOTED UPON AT THE JUNE
2013 MEETING THAT STARTING IN SEPTEMBER THE
MONTHLY MTA MEETINGS WOULD BE HELD ON THE FIRST
THURSDAY OF EVERY MONTH. SO…

The next MTA monthly meeting will be on
THURSDAY, March 6th 2014 at 8:00 PM at the Whippany
American Legion, Legion Place, Whippany, NJ.
Refreshments are provided at 7:30PM

Military Transport Association
Meeting Minutes for Thursday, February 6th 2014
For the second month in a row the MTA meeting was
cancelled because of severe winter weather conditions. As
we did for last month’s cancelled meeting, the following report
was submitted by committee members on the MTA email List.
Unfortunately, like the proverbial groundhog, our
dependable Recording Secretary stepped outside his warm
habitat to attend the meeting, heard the meeting was
cancelled, simultaneously saw his shadow and scurried back
into his comfortable den and hasn’t been heard from
since…so the Editor of this Newsletter will attempt to present
the following minutes as they were posted:
President Randy Emr submitted this rant:
Hey guys,
Our second meeting was cancelled due to one heck
of a good winter going on! This is also our second CYBER
meeting! The first one was a huge success and our
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Secretary, Vinny Schwartz put it all together last time in good
spirits and fun as usual.
ASAP!
ALL MTA MEMBERS, PLEASE
CONTACT BRENT WEAVER IF YOU ARE COMING TO
THE MTA HOLIDAY PARTY ON SATURDAY, MARCH 8TH…
Please come and celebrate the MTA Holiday party March
8 at the Officers Club at Picatinny Arsenal, 6 -10PM.
Please RSVP me by March 1st. Contact me at 201-8411269 or home at 732-370-7782 or email me at
mtadog@gmail.com. You can pay at the door!
All you guys and gals start thinking SHOW TIME!
Think about coming even if you missed the last one. Come on
out and meet some new members, say hey to some old one.
You know that old Green machine wants to go! Start thinking
about charging that battery…checking those fluids…kicking
her over! There is one thing I know for sure, it’s how much we
LOVE our HOBBY! Come display and enjoy all that comes
with it!
This year we are trying to get you WWII guys to
attend with your vehicles. Last year the WWII vehicle showing
was pretty slim. We rented a HUGE Building just for YOU!
WWII and “pristine” vehicles of any era are welcome to
display in the BIG white building right across from the display
field. This building secured from bad weather and will be
security tight. It will be locked at night from Thursday ON! You
have plenty of time to bring out your prized possession and
know it will be safe and secure! You are also welcome to
come out to the display field for Friday if you want, Saturday if
you want…Sunday if you want ...and go back and park inside
all safe and cozy! (Yes, Mr. Boca Raton, your M114 will fit just
fine!)
Please do all you can to come support OUR show
with all you can! You do not have to have a vehicle to help
and enjoy all we have to offer! Thursday is the BIG SET UP
DAY! WE NEED EVERY ONE OF YOU!
Please come and enjoy, Friday is set up day for
vendors , we should be done with MTA set up by then (Friday
is the who-who’s of the hobby day). It’s the inside club show
day, helping vendors, enjoying time to chat and help out, it
just can’t be beat! Remember we need you ALL! But
remember you can only enter on Friday, if you are working or
helping out (for real not walking around ) or bringing a vehicle
to display, and set her up in the display field!
Thank You all so very much, Randy Pres, 2001/2004
- 2012/2015.
MTA Membership Chairman Fred Schlesinger reported:
Membership: 31 Members have paid dues so far for 2014.
Piss poor. I was hoping that Dave Steinert has many to give
me from the meeting tonight, as Dave owns the PO Box we
have been using for years.
Swap Meet Vendor Spaces: 141 Spaces sold, 59% of the
total inventory, including new spaces. We added 27 spaces in
the grandstands this year, and several out on the grounds.
Vendors who have registered, as well as unsold
spaces can always be viewed on the show web site,
www.mtaswapmeet.com. If you know anyone who wants to
vend at the show, ask them to look on the web site and then
email spaces@mtaswapmeet.com
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Railroad Operational Battalion Chairman John Sobotka reports:

If the weather keeps up like this, our next real meeting should
be in May. The 2013 "Toys" Train was again a success, with
the following numbers,
Dec. 7th trip....5,106
Dec. 8th trip....2,588
Dec. 14th trip..2,569
Dec. 15th trip..1,369
Mop Up...........2,903.............Total..14,563 (and still collecting
as of Feb.5th)

The MTA Challenge Coin is finally ready for
Presentation, discussion & approval. The Coin must be
approved at the March 6, 2014 Meeting. If approved at the
meeting there will be just enough time to order & receive the
Coins in time for the April 2014 Spring Show.
The MTA Coins are being purchased from CJM
Graphics, owned by Christopher McHugh, an MTA Member.
The following pictures of the coin will be available at the
meeting.

I want to thank again the MTA club officers and
membership for their support, if it wasn't for that support, I
would never under take the task. Let’s not forget the VRA
(Volunteer Railroaders Assoc.), the 5 Railroads, the URHS
(United Railway Historical Society), 16 Police & Fire Depts.,
UPS (United Parcel), Dixon Fuel Co., Wal-Mart, Lakeland Bus
Co., the Bergen County Battalion and the list goes on... But, I
really want to thank the "Toys" Train Committee members,
who go above and beyond each year... and make this thing
work.
We did have a few little problems...like the Engine on
the Dec. 8th trip having a crank case over pressure, (caused
by a hole in the cylinder) and shut down 6 miles away from
Warwick, NY on the return trip or running out of fuel on the
coach generator ( it got cold quick) on the Dec.14th trip....and
the MTA members who rode the caboose and only got
popcorn to eat all day..(that’s their version of the story)
The 2014 "Toys" Train dates are set for Dec. 6th &
7th and Dec. 13th & 14th, and I will be looking for help again
starting in November.
I still have some gifts to give out to MTA members at
the next meeting (maybe March?), these gifts are a THANK
YOU for your support of the "Toys for Tots" program...any
questions or comments, please call me(862-266-6284) or
email me...thanks..js.
Newsletter: David Steinert thanked Vinny Schwartz for
composing the minutes from the MTA email list for last
month’s newsletter and Harold Ratzsburg for his article in
the last newsletter.
Treasurer Ginnie McDevitt submitted the following Treasury
reports for December 2013 and January 2014:

MTA Coin Description:
The MTA Challenge Coin is a 2 inch, all Metal Coin. The coin
does not have any Decal nor epoxy Coating.
Colors are Red, White, Blue, Black, Yellow, Army Green,
Corsair Blue and Silver.
FYI: The Gray lines on the art work proof represent Silver
Plating. Repeat: Gray lines are Silver Metal.
Coin Front: MTA Logo
Coin Back: Three Vehicles GPW, M38A1, M54
WWII Era: Navy, Corsair Blue, 1942 GPW, originally owned
by Dick Ivory & presently owned by Gary Schultz. A very
historic GPW within the MTA.
Korean Era: Army, 1952 M38A1, Early Model, Presently
owned by Tom McHugh
MTA of NJ Newsletter
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Later Era: Army, 1972 M54. Presently owned by Rob
Weissberg.
I recommend buying a minimum of 400 MTA Coins to
get the best cost per Coin.
400 Coins @ $5.50 total cost of $2200.
Recommended Sale Price of $10 each will break even after
selling 220 Coins.
Profit from 400 Coins will be $1800 less any Coins given away as
Gifts.
I anticipate sales in excess of 125 Coins at the show.

Weekend presented by the World War II Federation on the
anniversary of the battle. The purpose of the weekend is to
preserve history and ensure the sacrifices of WWII veterans are
never forgotten.

I further recommend giving an MTA Coin to each Family Member
of our past friend & member Dick Ivory, whom I believe was a
Charter member of the MTA
I request an affirmative vote.
Respectfully Submitted,
Thomas McHugh
MTA Coin Designer

The 2014 Battle of the Bulge Reenactment
Fort Indiantown Gap, PA

Although Bowman has shared some war stories, Deiter
knows many will remain untold.
"I can understand that. He literally went through hell," he
said.
"I know that he won't tell us all of it. One of the hardest
things my father-in-law had to do was take the socks off one of
his dead comrades to keep his feet from freezing. See, if you
kept your boots on in the trenches, you'd get rot foot because
they were wet. If you took them off, then your boots would freeze,
and you wouldn't get them back on again in the morning."
Bowman's family recognizes him as a hero, but he's too
modest to see himself that way.

By Barbara West
For The Lebanon Daily News
James Franklin Bowman couldn't believe his eyes. The
Schuylkill County man watched in awe on Saturday during the
annual Battle of the Bulge re-enactment at Fort Indiantown Gap.
He fought in the actual battle near the end of World War II and
marveled at the local display.
"It was pretty authentic," the Lykens man said as the Saturday
morning battle re-enactment came to a close. "It brought back a
lot of memories; that it did."
Bowman, a disabled World War II veteran, was shot
during the real fight 69 years ago while serving with the 99th
Combat Infantry.
"He's carrying nine pounds of shrapnel in those legs,"
Bowman's son-in-law, Gordon Deiter, also from Lykens, said as
he accompanied the veteran up the hill and across Fisher
Avenue to the barracks area.
"The weather back then was 10 to 20 degrees below
zero, wasn't it?" Deiter asked Bowman.
"Yeah, it was a little cool," Bowman admitted,
downplaying the brutal weather conditions he and other soldiers
endured during the largest land battle of the Second World War.
The Battle of the Bulge, a last-ditch German offensive
also known as the Ardennes-Alsace Campaign, took place
between Dec. 16, 1944, and Jan. 25, 1945. Saturday's
engagement was part of the annual World War II Living History
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"I have more respect for him as a father-in-law and as a
soldier than he can imagine," Deiter said. "He's an American
hero, but like he reminds us, the real heroes are the young folks
who didn't make it home, didn't fall in love and never had
children."
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Bowman, however, was appreciative that he and other
veterans were being honored through living history events like the
one held at the Gap.
"They didn't forget us yet, anyhow," he said.

Also paying close attention to detail of the re-enactors
was WWII veteran Floyd Demmy of Harrisburg. Demmy, who
attends the re-enactment religiously every year, served with the
Army's 10th Armored Division. An 88-year-old with more energy
and spirit than men half his age, Demmy had an entourage of
family, friends, re-enactors and military buffs within close
proximity before, during and after the battle
"I like to talk to everyone, the solders and the civilians,"
he explained. "I like to look at the uniforms and the gear and see
how authentic they really are."
And when he sees something that isn't quite right, he tells them
about it.

"I'm just trying to be helpful," the gregarious veteran
explained. "I'm not trying to find fault." And they take his advice to
heart.
"I've shown fellows that something was missing, maybe the
color ribbon on his hat or a canteen," he said. "By the next year
when I see them, they'll have made it right."
Demmy was stationed in Germany for the duration of the
war. But almost had to travel farther east. "After the Germans
surrendered, they shipped us home, and then us younger soldiers
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were to be shipped to Japan," he said. "But then Japan surrendered
before we left."
Demmy had enough relatives at the Gap on Saturday to
hold a mini reunion. He moved quickly, and at times his family had
trouble keeping up with him.

"He has a line of people waiting to talk to him over there,"
Ken Beers of Mechanicsburg remarked as he watched his uncle
conversing with two re-enactors in German uniforms. "He enjoys
talking to people so much and they with him."

Meeting Demmy may have been the highlight of the day for
16-year-old Samuel Slichter of Newark, Del.
The young man, whose dream has been to attend U.S.
Military Academy at West Point since he was 5 years old, arrived
dressed in WWII military garb. He's not a re-enactor yet, but he'd
sure like to be, he said.
"I would love to do this someday," the teen explained. "I'm
still getting all my uniform pieces and gear together." Demmy
engaged the young man in conversation and gave him a short quiz
on WWII history, which Slichter easily aced. Then they launched into
a discussion about what was needed to complete the younger man's
uniform.
Nonpublic events held earlier in the week by the World War
II Federation included a wreath-laying ceremony at the site of the
Veterans of the Battle of the Bulge Monument followed by a
veterans' commemoration reception at the Fort Indiantown Gap
Community Club.
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To add or remove listings from the Classifieds, please email
Dave Steinert at dsteinert@optonline.net or call 973-347-9091.
For Sale-1985 M1009 CUCV, 63000 original miles. $4200 or best
offer. Gary Kuipers Sr. (908) 813-0090. (1/14)
For Sale-Restored 1944 Willys Jeep with top, with a .50 Cal (Sarco)
center mount and 50 Cal Linked. Located in Mountain Side, NJ.
Asking $17,000. Call Karl Kaimer at 908-334-3902. (10/13)
For Sale-M35A2, a great running w/camo paint Deuce. Has heater
Jatonka fuel 7 oil filters, straight tailgate, new vinyl cab soft top. Has
air shift front axle. Asking $5500 or best offer. Call Vinny, cell:973476-9544, home:973-635-2404. (10/13)
For Sale-A brand new, in box vinyl thee color 5-ton cargo cover for
$450, call Randy @ 973 219 4499. (9/13)
For Sale- M38 parts- I have 2 windshields in good condition, 1- with
good glass $150, 1- with cracked glass $100. Pair of original
fenders, take off, good condition, easy repairs, $50 for the pair.Tool
box lid, good condition $20. I also have a grill and air cleaner but I
believe they are from a CJ3A. Call Mark Burghardt at 973-906-1069
or email for pics: markkb@optonline.net (8/13)
For Sale-U.S. Army 103A trailer for sale. Complete with good tires.
$300.00 or best offer. If interested contact John Dorsch (John
Dorsch Electric) 908-689-8300 . (6/13)
For Sale: 100+ MV books: Jeeps, trucks, tanks, AFVs, weapons.
Also civilian auto books including hard-to-find early Motor's and
Chilton Truck Repair manuals.
LIst at Swapmeetdave.com/Army.htm. Dave Ahl, 973-285-0716.
(01/14)

For Sale-1952 M37 for parts, no engine, 1951 M37 in mint shape,
heat, winch, troop seats, 1968 M725 Jeep ambulance in great
shape, 1-ton trailer with bows, 2.5-ton w/winch, multi-fuel, troop
seats, runs great, needs sheet metal work. I’m looking for halftrack
parts, T16 carrier parts, 105 MM Howitzer. I will buy train wrecks for
cash.!! , or trade call me Dave at 1-917-567-6419.
For Sale-I have just received some of the adjustable legs for the rear
of the M-101, ¾-ton trailers. These are new in the box (NOS), CARC
color, $40 each plus shipping. I'm in Zip 21071 (Maryland). E-mail at
glengar@verizon.net, if interested. Tim Clark.

For Sale: Looking for a military vehicle? From projects to
ground-up Restorations and everything in between!
Check out:
WWW.USMILITARYVEHICLES.COM
Wanted: Early MB parts- I am looking for a pair of MB, 8 leaf front
leaf springs, windshield frame, rear seat, small mouth gas tank, solid
disk wheels. Call Mark Burghardt at 973-906-1069 or email:
markkb@optonline.net. (8/13)
Parts Wanted: All For Early M-38. Lower Crankshaft Pulley, The
Smaller One, W/O Winch; Lifting Bracket; Oil Filter Bracket;
Generator Support Bracket; Oil PSI Switch & Bracket; An Early Bell
Housing With Part Number WO 81628 OR WO 81629; Windshield &
Frame. Robert 201-226-9289.
Wanted -This is military vehicle related request, because I want to
put my Mil Shelter on it and set it up with all my truck tools. So, I can
have it mobile in my shop area. I am looking for a 2-axle landscape
or equipment trailer 12ft to 14 ft long. Used and rough shape is what
I am looking for. Better shape ok if the price is right, Doesn't need to
have ramps, rust ok :), 973 219 4499 or randy@aol.com

Wanted-For M725 drivers compartment pull out style heater
control cables, knobs are marked “heat, defrost and fresh air”.
Marc Ziegler (973) 263-1923.

For Sale-Assortment of M-35 and M-135/211 parts. Please email
your requests to ajtucophc@comcast.net
For Sale- 1959 M-100 trailer with a clean N.J. title,no rust,with extra
set of wheels. Someone cut a small door into the back panel that
doesn't take away from it. Otherwise in nice cond.that looks
good.It comes with two military generators (years unknown) also a
bow and both brackets for a M-38 jeep canvas top in it. $700. for
all,located in central N.J. Call Phil Galvano 732-539-4919
For Sale-Parting out a M37, have both body & engine parts. I also
have MB, GPW and CJ Jeep parts, plus some wheels for a CJ. Call
Tom Weaver at (973)-627-9448.
For Sale-Mil Spec primers and paints, OD and Camo. WWII Jeep
frames, front, rears, transmissions, PTOs, GI grease and oils. Call
Paul Wadeson at (607)-637-2275.
For Sale-2-1/2 ton Vietnam era troop seats, muliti fuel, bows &
winch. Runs great, needs a little cab work, $3500. Ben Hale Trailer 1 ton with bows, lightly rusted, $300. 1968 M725 Ambulance - very
nice shape - everything is there. Rear gas heater, fresh paint,
European tires, $3,500. M37 parts, complete truck, part out with
winch. Halftrack parts - call for your needs hood, doors, radiators,
rims, winch, lights, cab parts, armor, electrical etc. Call Dave @917567-6419, NY
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Military Transport Association
Of North Jersey
P.O. Box 393
Budd Lake, NJ 07828
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The next MTA monthly meeting
will be held on Thursday, March 6th,
at 8:00 PM at the Whippany American
Legion, Legion Place, Whippany, NJ.
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