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ON THE COVER- A WWII Dodge WC-63 1-1/2-Ton Truck.

MTA 2014 Officers and Staff
President- Randy Emr
Tel: 973-219-4499

Email: randyemr@aol.com

Vice President- Dennis Vecchiarelli
Tel: 973-338-9497

We’re hoping that everyone that signed up will meet
their commitment, otherwise Tim will need to substitute some
of his Boy Scouts as a back-up plan.
The Treasury Report was read by the MTA Vice
President Dennis Vecchiarelli. He presented the following
report:

Email: dvecc907@gmail.com

Sergeant at Arms-Scott Fleck
Tel: 908-391-2777

Email:smoking_diesel62@yahoo.com

Treasurer-Ginnie McDevitt
Tel: 845-987-7896

Parade/Event Coordinator-Peter Schindo
Tel:201-456-4071

Email: info@peterschindo.com

Membership Chairman-Fred Schlesinger
Tel:908-617-5066

Email: fred@mtaofnj.us

REMINDER: IT WAS AGREED AND VOTED UPON AT THE JUNE
2013 MEETING THAT STARTING IN SEPTEMBER THE
MONTHLY MTA MEETINGS WOULD BE HELD ON THE FIRST
THURSDAY OF EVERY MONTH. SO…

The Newsletter Editor, Dave Steinert thanked Harold
Ratzburg and John Dwyer for contributing articles and
photos to the last two newsletters.
Dave thanked the membership for their support with
agreeing to have the club pay for having the folding, sealing,
addressing and mailing of the newsletters done by Packaging
Plus Printing, who currently prints the newsletter.
Dave mentioned that it usually takes him and his
Uncle Dave Young, 3 to 4 hours to prepare the newsletters
for mailing and at this time, his full time occupation (which he
gets paid for) has gotten quite busy. (This was followed by a
few comical comments from members of the “Peanut Gallery”
that let it be known there was no sympathy or playing of
violins for Dave at this meeting).

The next MTA monthly meeting will be on
THURSDAY, April 3rd 2014 at 8:00 PM at the Whippany
American Legion, Legion Place, Whippany, NJ.
Refreshments are provided at 7:30PM

Membership Chairman, Fred Schlesinger reported
that membership renewals had been coming in slowly, but at
this month’s meeting, he received many renewals and was
happy to report we do have members.

Recording Secretary-Vinny Schwartz
Tel: 973-635-2404

Email: vsaws@optonline.net

Newsletter Editor-Dave Steinert
Tel: 973-347-9091

Email: dsteinert@optonline.net

Web Master-George Wagner
Tel: 973-927-7616

Email:wagnergm@verizon.net

2014 Sussex Show Chairman- Bill Murphy
Tel: 973-527-3307

Email: bmurph411@gmail.com

Military Transport Association
Meeting Minutes for Thursday, March 6th 2014
The meeting was called to order by President Randy
Emr promptly at 8:00 p.m. A Pledge of Allegiance and
Moment of Silence was followed by the approval of the
minutes from last month’s cyber meeting as they appeared in
last month’s newsletter. Attendance was overwhelming.
On the subject of cyber, the meeting began with our
Parade and Events Chairman, Peter Schindo being “Skyped”
from his winter headquarters in Florida. No need for the
application of makeup prior to this broadcast, Peter’s natural
Floridian tan was the envy of all attending members who were
still wearing their jackets during the meeting trying to fight off
the frost bite in the rather chilly American Legion Hall.
Scout Master and MTA Member Tim Farrell assisted
Peter in going through the upcoming Memorial Day Parade
schedule, working with the membership to get volunteers to
attend the parades for town’s the club currently has contracts
with.
The process went fairly quickly and it seems that the
majority of the parades will have the minimum number of
vehicles to meet the individual contract requirements.
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NOTE TO MEMBERS…YOU HAVE UNTIL THE
END OF APRIL TO RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP TO THE
MTA. SO, PLEASE CHECK YOUR ADDRESS LABEL ON
THE FRONT OF THIS NEWSLETTER. IF IT STILL READS
2013, YOUR MEMBERSHIP WILL EXPIRE WITH THIS ISUE
OF THE NEWSLETTER.
The MTA Railroad Operations Battalion Director,
John Sobatka, reported that the 2013 Toys for Tots Train
Drive was again a huge success. He went on to thank all
those that help with last year’s campaign. (Editor Note: I
apologize, because I never received the meeting minutes
from the Recording Secretary, so I do not have the names of
those John thanked). John was certainly very appreciative of
all those that volunteered and helped out.
John went on to tell a story about the locomotive
failure in the middle of nowhere on the first day of the
scheduled run, followed by a couple of other interesting
incidents that happen during the whole event and reported
that plans are already in motion for the 2014 Toys for Tots
Campaign.
A report from our OMS7 Representative, Steve
Vidam was on the inspection and care of air brakes, which
was of great interest to our members who have 2-1/2 and 5ton vehicles. (I sometimes wish my WWII Jeep had air
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brakes, I really like that pssssh! sound when a big old truck
stops behind me at a traffic light. It’s when I don’t hear that
pssssh! sound and I know a big old truck is behind me that
scares me!).
Our new 2014 Sussex Show Chairman, Bill Murphy,
reported on the status with the preparation of this year’s
show. It sounds like he has things in order and everything
seems to be going along smoothly. The contracts are
complete and all the permits have been requested. And Bill
seems very comfortable in his newly acquired position. (Didn’t
Bill have a full head of hair last year?).
Fred Schlesinger reports that the vendor sales are
on track and predicts that the show will be close to a sell out
by show time. Randy Emr reports that he is hoping we will
have more vehicles on display from the WWII era at this
year’s show. Dennis Vecchiarelli reports that arrangements
have been made with several reenactments groups, including
those that attended last year’s show and they are looking
forward to this year’s show. John Sobotka reports that the
club will be instituting a new policy this year by sending free
passes for the show to local V.F.W and American Legion
Posts to distribute to their members. And Brent Weaver
reports that he ain’t going to park cars this year…he figures if
we post “Parking This Way” signs and the attending public
can read and they have driver licenses…they surely can park
their own freakin’ cars!
There was a short discussion about MTA members
manning the front gate to collect admission to the show. Two
members volunteered to work out a schedule where those
that volunteered would only have to work one hour shifts. (I
liked to expand on Brent’s idea here…If they can park their
own cars, and they can find the front entrance gate, let them
collect their own damn money!)
Anyway, a Show Meeting was scheduled for 10:00
AM on Saturday, March 22nd at the Rockaway Diner on Route
15. All interested members were invited.

2014 MTA Holiday Dinner
By David Steinert
The MTA held its annual Holiday Dinner on Saturday,
March 8th at the Picatinny Arsenal Officer’s Club. The dinner
provided a great time for MTA Members and their guests to enjoy
a nice dinner, great camaraderie and a jovial time.
MTA President Randy Emr did a fine job of hosting the
event by presenting “Most Valuable Member” Awards to just
about everyone who attended…including many who weren’t even
there! He really did a great job and it really expressed his
appreciation for all that members do for the club.
It is really impossible to show all the pictures that were
taken of the awards given…but here are a few samples.
Randy presenting an award to Brent Weaver for his
hard work in organizing the dinner…

Randy presenting an award to Tom McHugh, because it
happened to be his Birthday on the day of the dinner…

OLD BUSINESS: Tom McHugh presented the final
renditions of the MTA Challenge Coin. The club voted
unanimously to go ahead and proceed with the order. He is
hoping to have them to sell at the MTA Spring Show. (Note to
MTA Members, these coins will not fit in Coke machines or
any Casino Slot machines).
A 50/50 winning number was drawn and the meeting
was adjourned at 9:40PM.
Randy presenting an award to Dennis Vecchiarelli
for being his Vice President and putting up with this award
ceremony…
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…and Randy presenting an award to himself for
being an awesome MTA President…

“Our members came here ready to work, and
accomplished more real tree work in seven hours than the
Cemetery will be able to accomplish in the next two or three
years,” explained Paul Wolfe, NAA President. “This National
Shrine is symbolic to every American who has served in the
armed forces, or who knows anyone who has served. The
dollar value of the gift is approximately $400,000. The benefit
to the environment is truly invaluable. The NAA is pleased to
have provided this gift to the nation by contributing to the
importance of tree care in protecting the aesthetic and
economic value of land—whether it be this critical piece of our
country’s landscape, or a backyard.”

It was decided that instead of spending the money for
a DJ this year, the money was used to purchase door prizes.
So, the event ended with the picking of the door prize
winners. Top prize was a 24” Flat Screen TV.
The MTA would like to thank Brent Weaver for his
hard work in organizing the event and Tim Farrell’s Fiancé,
Camaro, for taking the pictures.

Boyle Tree Surgery Co.
Helps Make National Day of Service at
Arlington National Cemetery a Huge Success
The Military Transport Association has a great
reputation in Northern New Jersey for its support and
assistance with local Veteran Groups and Military
organizations. But many of its members also contribute to
these same organizations independently of the MTA. Here is
one example of a member and his contribution.
John Boyle from Union, NJ, has been a long time
member of the MTA and in 1998 he volunteered his
professional assistance to contribute on a National level.
Arlington National Cemetery, October 17, 1998:
almost 600 arborists from 20 states and 80 companies
brought their chain saws, chippers and bucket trucks to
Arlington Nation Cemetery to provide tree care to many of the
14,000 trees at the Cemetery as part of National Arborist
Association’s (NAA) “National Day of Service”.
The National Day of Service is part of an ongoing
volunteer effort by the association to improve the environment
by providing professional tree care to our nation’s public and
private green spaces. NAA has sponsored similar events at
Ellis Island, Liberty Island and Independence Hall, as well as
at Arlington Cemetery in 1993.
Working at 25 different zones throughout the 612arce property, including areas near the Women in Military
Service in America Memorial, the grave of President John F.
Kennedy, and the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier, the arborists
climbed trees ranging in height from 20 feet to 80 feet,
provided fertilization, cabling, pruning, and other preservation
and maintenance work. Representatives from NAA explained
the importance of tree care to visitors at the Cemetery.
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Jack Metzler, Superintendent of Arlington National
Cemetery added: “today’s National Arborist Association
donation will enhance the appearance of our trees and
landscaping far beyond our own capabilities. This is a great
contribution to this property, our nation, and the millions of
visitors who tour these grounds.”
NAA is a nonprofit organization dedicated to the
advancement of commercial tree care businesses. Since
1938, NAA has been committed to educating the public about
environmental benefits of professional tree car through public
service events such as National Day of Service.

HITLER’S TOILET IS IN NEW JERSEY
By Harold Ratzburg
Just suppose now, that you were an ‘advanced
collector’ that has a nice bankroll, and could afford just about
anything that your little heart desired. And suppose also, that
you had decided to collect authentic collectibles that
connected directly with Der Fuhrer, Adolf Hitler, of WWII
fame, horror and destruction. That kind of stuff is out there----I
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have seen his authenticated call button from his personal
desk, (that he used to call his secretaries,) for sale at a Gun
Show in the recent past, and Hitler’s personal desk sold at
auction in the UK recently for 200,000 British pounds.
Suppose then, that you heard that Hitler’s toilet was
in New Jersey-----and that IT WAS FOR SALE!!!! Wouldn’t
that make you heart beat just a little faster?
Well----his toilet is for sale in New Jersey, and here is
the story about this “collectible” and how it got to be where it
is.
Back in 1934, shortly after good old Adolf came to
power, shipbuilders in Hamburg constructed a fancy new
yacht for the new Nazi German government. On the ship was
a toilet. It was installed in a room adjacent to Hitler’s
elaborate throne room on the luxury, 433ft long yacht. The
toilet has the marks of its maker in its handle that had words
in the “old looking” black letter script font preferred by the
Nazis. It was designed to be Hitler’s toilet.
Named the “Aviso Grille” for most of its operational
life, the ship was the largest yacht in the world at the time. It
visited Norway, led training exercises in the Atlantic, and even
steamed to England for the coronation of the new king and
queen. More than once, the Grille hauled the sea-sick prone
Hitler around on his errands.
One of Hitler’s dreams that never came true, was that
after the German army invaded and captured England, he
wanted to ride the Grille down the River Thames to Whitehall
to accept Britain’s surrender, and then go live in Windsor
Castle to savor his victory. It never happened, of course.

part. A car repairman named Sam Carlani was good friends
with Doan. Carlani owned an auto repair shop in nearby
Florence, New Jersey.
Carlani needed a toilet. There was a good working
one on the Grille, and so, it came to pass, that Hitler’s
seafaring toilet came to live in a New Jersey auto repair shop.
That toilet is still there. It worked for more than half a
century, day in and day out, flush, flush, flush. When a new
owner, Greg Kohfeldt, bought the shop from Carlani in 1994,
he didn’t remove the still functioning commode. He couldn’t
give a hoot about the toilet’s origin. “I kept it because I need
a working toilet. Why spend a hundred bucks on a new one
when I had one that worked?”
Anyway, the toilet had become famous, and people
came to see it.
Then, in the fall of 2011, a British TV company heard
about it and got in touch with Kohfeldt, asking if they could
spotlight it on a show, similar to the American “Antique
Roadshow”. The toilet was removed, and with Kohfeldt, it was
flown to the United Kingdom.
The show, unfortunately, never hit the air waves.
Someone, somewhere, evidently felt that it would be in bad
taste, so both the potty and the owner were flown back to
New Jersey. The toilet now resides in the basement of the
repair shop it once faithfully served. To the best of my
knowledge, Kohfeldt is still looking for a buyer.
Until then, the toilet rests in New Jersey. In Norway,
New Jersey, and many other parts of the world, it did what it
was built to do.
Now,----just suppose,----that you have added this
historical collectible to your collection, and like most
collectors, you would like to show it off just a little bit,--- how
do you go about that?
My first thought is that you could make it into a coffee
table for your living room with a glass top. Then when
company came by and you were entertaining them in the
living room, they would see your collectible and say----“WHAT IN THE WORLD IT THAT THING?” You could
casually lean back and say-----“Well, it looks like a toilet, but
when you think about it, there sits a historic collectible that
actually kissed the cheeks of the most evil man in history---AND, IT’S ALL MINE!
That would really be a conversation stopper!

HITLER’S TOILET
Then, WWII came along and the Grille found new
uses. It laid mines, and it ran patrols. At a dock in Norway, it
served as a command center for the Nazi Arctic U-Boat fleet.
The Grille played a significant role in one historic
instance, when Germany’s Grand Admiral Karl Donitz, stood
on the deck of the ship on May 1, 1945, and gave out the
word of the Fuhrer’s death to the world and took command of
what remained of Germany.
After the war, the Grille changed hands many times
and eventually, it wound up in New Jersey, in a shipyard
owned by a man named Harry Doan. The United States
government and Doan himself were keen to keep the Grille
from becoming a monument to the Nazi leader, and the Grille
was taken apart and its parts sold for scrap. All except one
MTA of NJ Newsletter
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For Sale-2-1/2 ton Vietnam era troop seats, muliti fuel, bows & winch. Runs
great, needs a little cab work, $3500. Ben Hale Trailer - 1 ton with bows,
lightly rusted, $300. 1968 M725 Ambulance - very nice shape - everything is
there. Rear gas heater, fresh paint, European tires, $3,500. M37 parts,
complete truck, part out with winch. Halftrack parts - call for your needs hood,
doors, radiators, rims, winch, lights, cab parts, armor, electrical etc. Call Dave
@917-567-6419, NY

To add or remove listings from the Classifieds, please email
Dave Steinert at dsteinert@optonline.net or call 973-347-9091.
For Sale: WWII Jeep GPW Transmission and Transfer Case Set:
Selling a complete GPW T-84 transmission and transfer case set
for WWII Jeeps.This is a working set, both transmission and transfer
case are in working condition and were take outs from recent jeep
overhaul. Transmission is GPW "F" marked. Transfer and
Transmission are still assembled together. Includes all 3 shift levers,
through-out bearing and pressure plate. Ready to bolt up!
Can deliver to MTA show in April or pick up in Andover NJ. Asking
$950. Gary Schultz, call 973-207-8955 email, grsschultz@aol.com
For Sale-1985 M1009 CUCV, 63000 original miles. $1500 or best
offer. Gary Kuipers Sr. (908) 813-0090. (1/14)
For Sale-Restored 1944 Willys Jeep with top, with a .50 Cal (Sarco)
center mount and 50 Cal Linked. Located in Mountain Side, NJ.
Asking $17,000. Call Karl Kaimer at 908-334-3902. (10/13)
For Sale-M35A2, a great running w/camo paint Deuce. Has heater
Jatonka fuel 7 oil filters, straight tailgate, new vinyl cab soft top. Has
air shift front axle. Asking $5500 or best offer. Call Vinny, cell:973476-9544, home:973-635-2404. (10/13)
For Sale-A brand new, in box vinyl thee color 5-ton cargo cover for
$450, call Randy @ 973 219 4499. (9/13)
For Sale- M38 parts- I have 2 windshields in good condition, 1- with
good glass $150, 1- with cracked glass $100. Pair of original
fenders, take off, good condition, easy repairs, $50 for the pair.Tool
box lid, good condition $20. I also have a grill and air cleaner but I
believe they are from a CJ3A. Call Mark Burghardt at 973-906-1069
or email for pics: markkb@optonline.net (8/13)
For Sale-U.S. Army 103A trailer for sale. Complete with good tires.
$300.00 or best offer. If interested contact John Dorsch (John
Dorsch Electric) 908-689-8300 . (6/13)

For Sale-1952 M37 for parts, no engine, 1951 M37 in mint shape,
heat, winch, troop seats, 1968 M725 Jeep ambulance in great
shape, 1-ton trailer with bows, 2.5-ton w/winch, multi-fuel, troop
seats, runs great, needs sheet metal work. I’m looking for halftrack
parts, T16 carrier parts, 105 MM Howitzer. I will buy train wrecks for
cash.!! , or trade call me Dave at 1-917-567-6419.
For Sale-I have just received some of the adjustable legs for the rear
of the M-101, ¾-ton trailers. These are new in the box (NOS), CARC
color, $40 each plus shipping. I'm in Zip 21071 (Maryland). E-mail at
glengar@verizon.net, if interested. Tim Clark.

For Sale: Looking for a military vehicle? From projects to
ground-up Restorations and everything in between!
Check out:
WWW.USMILITARYVEHICLES.COM
Wanted: Early MB parts- I am looking for a pair of MB, 8 leaf front
leaf springs, windshield frame, rear seat, small mouth gas tank, solid
disk wheels. Call Mark Burghardt at 973-906-1069 or email:
markkb@optonline.net. (8/13)
Parts Wanted: All For Early M-38. Lower Crankshaft Pulley, The
Smaller One, W/O Winch; Lifting Bracket; Oil Filter Bracket;
Generator Support Bracket; Oil PSI Switch & Bracket; An Early Bell
Housing With Part Number WO 81628 OR WO 81629; Windshield &
Frame. Robert 201-226-9289.
Wanted -This is military vehicle related request, because I want to
put my Mil Shelter on it and set it up with all my truck tools. So, I can
have it mobile in my shop area. I am looking for a 2-axle landscape
or equipment trailer 12ft to 14 ft long. Used and rough shape is what
I am looking for. Better shape ok if the price is right, Doesn't need to
have ramps, rust ok :), 973 219 4499 or randy@aol.com
Wanted-For M725 drivers compartment pull out style heater control
cables, knobs are marked “heat, defrost and fresh air”. Marc Ziegler
(973) 263-1923.

For Sale: 100+ MV books: Jeeps, trucks, tanks, AFVs, weapons.
Also civilian auto books including hard-to-find early Motor's and
Chilton Truck Repair manuals.
LIst at Swapmeetdave.com/Army.htm. Dave Ahl, 973-285-0716.
(01/14)
For Sale-Assortment of M-35 and M-135/211 parts. Please email
your requests to ajtucophc@comcast.net
For Sale- 1959 M-100 trailer with a clean N.J. title,no rust,with extra set of
wheels. Someone cut a small door into the back panel that doesn't take away
from it. Otherwise in nice cond.that looks good.It comes with two military
generators (years unknown) also a bow and both brackets for a M-38 jeep
canvas top in it. $700. for all,located in central N.J. Call Phil Galvano 732539-4919
For Sale-Parting out a M37, have both body & engine parts. I also have MB,
GPW and CJ Jeep parts, plus some wheels for a CJ. Call Tom Weaver at
(973)-627-9448.

For Sale-Mil Spec primers and paints, OD and Camo. WWII Jeep
frames, front, rears, transmissions, PTOs, GI grease and oils. Call
Paul Wadeson at (607)-637-2275.
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Military Transport Association
Of North Jersey
P.O. Box 393
Budd Lake, NJ 07828
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The next MTA monthly meeting
will be held on Thursday, April 3rd,
at 8:00 PM at the Whippany American
Legion, Legion Place, Whippany, NJ.
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