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ON THE COVER- A nicely preserved Dodge M37.

MTA 2014 Officers and Staff
President- Randy Emr
Tel: 973-219-4499
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2014 Sussex Show Chairman- Bill Murphy
Tel: 973-527-3307
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REMINDER: IT WAS AGREED AND VOTED UPON AT THE
JUNE 2013 MEETING THAT STARTING IN SEPTEMBER THE
MONTHLY MTA MEETINGS WOULD BE HELD ON THE FIRST
THURSDAY OF EVERY MONTH. SO…
The MTA monthly meeting was held on THURSDAY,
June 5th 2014 at 8:00 PM at the Whippany American Legion,
Legion Place, Whippany, NJ. Refreshments were provided at
7:30PM

Military Transport Association
Meeting Minutes for Thursday, May 1st 2014
The meeting was called to order by President Randy
Emr promptly at 8:00 p.m. Sergeant-at-Arms, Scott Fleck led
the attending members in a Pledge of Allegiance and a
Moment of Silence was followed by the approval of the
minutes from last month’s meeting as they appeared in last
month’s newsletter. Meeting was lightly attended.
The Treasury Report as presented:

MTA Challenge Coins: Tom McHugh discussed the new
MTA Challenge Coins which are now available and were
introduced at the show last week. The club sold over 40 coins
at $10 each at the show and an additional 5 coins at tonight’s
meeting. If you don’t already have your shiny new MTA Coin,
reach out to Tom or any member of the Executive team soon
to reserve your coin. At only $10 each you will get the 1st
edition of the MTA Challenge Coin, hurry….while supplies
last!
Membership: Fred Schlesinger noted that we have had
many members renew their membership and an additional 10
new members signed up at the show last weekend. Those
that have not paid up their membership dues for 2014 by now
will soon be dropped from the club roster and the club
newsletter. Fred will be cleaning up the membership roster
this week to delete those with an outdated membership
status.
Newsletter: David Steinert noted that because of the show
the April issue of the newsletter will be coming out a little late
this month.
New Business: Art Swain noted that the USS Ling team is
making good progress on repairs and will be hosting an open
house on May 25th. Free tours are planned during the open
house….stop down and check out the submarine!
Dick Ivory’s family joined us at the MTA show last
weekend. The family including Helen Ivory, her daughter,
Richard Ivory (Dick’s Son) and his son were on hand at the
show. President Randy Emr presented the Ivory family each
with one of our new MTA coins which feature an image of
Dick’s Navy Jeep on the reverse side of the coin. The family
was very appreciative and sends along their thanks for the
coin presentation! Dick Ivory’s Son-in-Law dropped off about
10 boxes of old back issues of Military Vehicles that he had
left over in his Father-in-Law’s garage. The back issues are
free and will be passed out at future meetings and events.
Many will remember that Dick Ivory and club founder Dennis
Spence originally launched and edited the Military Vehicles
Magazine for many years in the 80’s and 90’s. Grab a few
copies at the next meeting!
Reports surfaced that John Sobotka is on a secret
mission, planning a possible club bus trip and outing. More
details to come :)
Tom McHugh will receive a well-deserved honored at
this year’s Hackettstown Memorial Day Parade, as Parade
Marshall….congratulations to Tom!
Parades and Events: Tim Farrell presented an excellent
update and overview of upcoming parades and events. A
reminder, if you have already signed up for one of the Holiday
parades below, please try to attend and if possible write up a
brief report on the event so we can share the event in the next
newsletter.
Below is a list of the parades that the MTA will be
participating in this month:
Saturday, 9/24
9:00am - Morris Plains
10:00am - Midland Park
Sunday, 9/25
USS Ling Event: 11:00am to display; 1:00pm event start.
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Monday, 9/26 (Memorial Day)
9:00am - Franklin Lakes
9:00am - Cranford
9:30am - Madison
9:30am - West Caldwell
10:00am - East Hanover
10:00am - Mountain Lakes
10:00am - Roxbury
11:00am - Nutley
11:30am - Rockaway
11:30am - Wycoff
12:00 noon - Parsippany
On Monday May 26th, Berkeley Heights and Carteret at
9:00am and Mt. Arlington at 10:30am have requested trucks,
but it appears that we will not be able to accommodate them.






Dedicated person needed to run and organize the
camping efforts.
Master Show signup sheet needed so everyone
knows who is manning various show functions.
Need to improve the parking coordination and
signage for the March of Dimes event.
Need someone to man the back gate. Some people
came in the back entrance and didn’t pay.
Need process to manage vendor passes as too many
vendors where trying to enter the show grounds with
vehicles.

The membership present, saluted Bill’s efforts with a big
round of applause…..Job Well Done!

Additional upcoming events include:
June 14th - Touch-a-Truck event in Parsippany.
June 14-15th - Wings & Wheels Expo at Teterboro Airport.
August 9th - Vets Summer Fest in Budd Lake.
OMS-7 Report: Steve Vidam presented an in-depth
diagnostic review to help members decipher any potential
starting issues on CUCV class vehicles. Steve covered
processes to test and track down starting problems from
checking the under dash starter relay, followed by procedures
to test and replace the starter solenoid and starter motor.
Steve reminds all, to always wear safety googles when
working around auto batteries.We have received nasty
reminders lately of batteries exploding, so safety first!
Post-Mortem Swap Meet Report: Bill Murphy, our new
Swap Meet Chairman did an outstanding job at this year’s
event. Bill noted that we spent about $3500 in advertising for
this year’s event and apparently the efforts paid off. The front
gate attendee records broke last year’s record. This year we
had 1748 paid attendees on Saturday and 1186 paid
attendees on Sunday. Both days were higher than our
attendance numbers for last year. While we still have some
outstanding show bills to pay, Bill noted that we currently are
running an $11,486 profit.
This year we had no major incidences or injuries to
report and Scott Fleck and Randy Emr also noted that
everyone seemed to know what their jobs were and all ran so
smoothly that staff radio traffic was down to a minimum this
year.
Bill passes on a special thanks to Jack Pellington for
all his efforts in coordinating the show grounds. Jack and his
trusty Mule are always there to help!
Jack McDevitt passed on a note from our treasurer
Ginnie McDevitt, that the use of MTA club checks by the
staff to help pay for expenses really helped in managing
finances this year.
Art Swain sends a shout out to Al “Cookie” Mellini
for another job well done at the show this year...we all agree!
With less than a week behind him, Bill’s already looking at
plans for next year’s event.
Bill Murphy noted that he is studying areas that he feels
can use some improvement for next year’s show including the
following:
 Putting show hours in the advertising and signs.
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Unforgettable: In More Ways Than One!
By David Ahl
He’d been in mazes before. A corn maze out in New
Jersey. In Somerset, England, the world’s longest maze of
hedges in the shape of Noah’s Ark with seven monster
animals inside. But this was worse. It was a maze of old rusty
pipes, some a foot in diameter, some an inch, on wire mesh
platforms with collapsed railings on the roof of the old Pfizer
building in Brooklyn. Oh, yeah, and this jackass in a suit who
he was chasing, who seemed to know his way around these
pipes, was firing a 9mm at him. Where the hell was Liz? Was
she behind him? What happened to that redheaded daffy?
And suddenly, there she was. Coming out between two
humongous pipes at 90 mph to tackle that dummy in his spiffy
suit...CRUNCH!..CRACK! Yeah, the Jets pay D'Brickashaw
Ferguson $10 million for throwing a few tackles, but he’d take
Liz’s tackle any day of the week, especially since he could
now holster his own .38, take a breath of relief, look down at
this poor creep on the ground, well, the roof, and think about
asking him a few questions.
“Reset, everyone,” yelled the director’s assistant. Liz
returned to her rusty catwalk followed closely by her
hairdresser with a styling comb and iron to arrange her hair in
exactly the right way so it would go flying high on the next
shoot.
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parking lot that says, “Okay, park over in that corner." I do. I
look for vehicle people…no one. I look for property
people…no one. I look for TV shoot people…no one. Am I in
the right place? I go inside this ancient factory. Someone
directs me to an elevator. I go to the 7th floor. There, the
remnants of a 6-hour-old breakfast lie moldering in the gloom.
But there is a working K-cup coffee-maker, so I use it! I am
rejuvenated! I make my way to the roof. [See beginning of
story.]

Yep, here we were on one of the strangest location
shots ever at 630 Flushing Ave. in the Williamsburg orthodox
Jewish section of Brooklyn in this ancient pharmaceutical
factory that was now half standing, half dismantled and home
to half a dozen small companies plus the absolutely amazing
Christian non-profit, “God’s Love We Deliver” whose 900
volunteers deliver 4,000 meals every day of the year to sick
and needy people in New York! And those 4,000 meals were
all cooked on the second floor of the building where this
filming was taking place.
What filming? For the TV show, “Unforgettable”
starring Dylan Walsh as Lieutenant Al Burns and the
breathtaking Poppy Montgomery (aka Samantha on “Without
a Trace”) as Carrie Wells the detective with a photographic
memory. Okay, it’s a summer replacement show on CBS and
it was “killed” half-way through its second season in 2013. But
it’s going to be resurrected this year and the remaining
second season shows that weren’t aired will be shown
followed by a new and wonderful third season—maybe.

We vehicle owners were given a reporting time of
2:00 p.m., which was very nice in light of the usual 6:00 a.m.
reporting times. But then a day before it was moved to 1:00
p.m. And then to 12 noon. Okay, so leave the house at 10:00
a.m., no big deal. I arrive and there’s a hamster-brain in the
MTA of NJ Newsletter

You don’t want all the details of my day, do you? Of
course not! So fast forward through our scrumptious lunch,
getting to know each other in the parking lot, getting bored
with each other, falling asleep, and finally being awakened at
6:20 p.m. (remember our call time was 12 noon) by a bunch
of people pushing camera carts, equipment dollies, and yes…
food carts! Hey, you can’t make this stuff up.
If you’ve done a TV shoot before, you know what
happened. The director didn’t like where the vehicles were
placed. Reposition them! Do it again! What does it look like
from this angle? From that? “Okay, let’s shoot it.” So they did.
Many shots. Much repositioning of reflective screens and
cameras. Oh, but raindrops were beginning to fall. It’d been
nice earlier…but not now. So better hurry up. Normally there
would have been a dozen takes of each scene, now it was
just four or five. “Come on, wipe off that SUV, it’s not
supposed to be raining.” What a comedy! Filming in the rain
but it’s not supposed to look like it’s raining. Finally the rain
lets up and they do the shots again. What can one say in
Jewish Brooklyn? “Oy, vey?” Or, “Please, Lord, let’s get this
over with.”
Which they finally did at 7:45 p.m. Let’s go home! The
talented and normally delightful Gladys, the girl in my GPS
(who I can’t really hear over the roar of the HMMWV diesel
engine) kept trying to take me through lower Manhattan
whereas I wanted to go back home by way of the Triboro
(yes, I know it’s now the RFK) Bridge and GWB. Anyway,
Gladys got really annoyed with me and let me get lost in
Brooklyn for a half hour before I stopped at a gas station and
a helpful non-English speaking fellow directed me to the BQE
going south. I wanted to go north to the Triboro but instead I
joined a standing still parking lot on the way to the Verrazano
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Narrows Bridge. I think I mentioned this in a previous piece,
but for several miles leading to the bridge, construction on
Long Island has things down to motorcycle-wide lanes that
are absolutely, utterly too narrow for an 8-foot wide HMMWV
at night. Yikes! And then, feeling churlish, Gladys in my GPS
on Staten Island directed me even further south to the
Outerbridge Crossing instead of the Goethals Bridge that I
was heading for. [Since this is a family newsletter, I can’t tell
you what I was actually thinking (and yelling), definitely not
suitable for publication].

After two hours of white-knuckle driving, I finally made
it to Morristown, almost home to my lovely wife, but I confess I
had to make one very important stop for a bottle of cheap
brandy that was quite necessary to lure the blood back into
my totally white knuckles.
You might be asking, who was that gorgeous redhead
who tackled that bad guy? Who knows? Not me. Maybe
Annika Boras who supposedly is in the series. And who was
that cutie that Dylan was talking to beside the HMMWVs?
Again, I don’t know. Watch the show and look at the scrolling
credits. Or not. But more important, remember if you rent your
vehicle for a TV shoot and you get a call for noon (or 6:00
a.m.), plan to arrive four hours later and you’ll be there in
plenty of time.

Suitcase Larry
By Luca Nooter SFC-Retired
As Truckmaster for Company B, 50 Main Support
Battalion, I was responsible for organizing truck missions on
“weekend” drills for the Dover National Guard Armory. But
many of Dover’s Shop personnel were instrumental during the
”regular” work week in completing various missions. One of
those work week missions stands out in my memory…
Our company had a small detachment in Newburgh,
New York and the Detachment fulltime Administrator there
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was very dedicated and would show up on admin nights,
which were the Wednesday before the drill weekends. He
always showed up with an oversized briefcase, so his
moniker became “Suitcase Larry”.
Anyhow, one time he asked us, at our convenience,
to do a mission for his unit and that was moving a M60
Combat Tank from the Newburgh Armory to the Sea Girt Army
National Guard Military Museum in Lawrenceville, NJ.
So, one morning we…we, meaning our Shop Chief,
Mike Laner, Sgt. Steve Vidam (our Ace mechanic), the driver
Cal Brokaw, and myself…took a M911 Truck with a M747
Trailer and headed for Newburgh.

After arriving at the Newburgh Armory, we loaded the
tank on the trailer, chained it down and led by “Suitcase Larry”
proceeded on our way to Lawrenceville. Chief Laner, SSGT
Vidam and I were in the shop’s Dodge pickup truck. We
figured that Larry knew the way, because we were unfamiliar
with the local roads. But unbeknownst to us we realized that
he was leading us up a hill towards Route 9W which runs
parallel with the Hudson River.
The first obstacle we encountered was a low bridge
and the tank would not fit under it. SSgt Vidam had to remove
the upper portion of the commander’s cupola on the tank in
order for it to fit under the bridge. By now, however, it was too
late to complete the mission within working hours. So, we
locked and parked the truck with the tank on it, over on the
side of the road, just past the bridge onto a small grassy area.
The next morning without Chief Laner and Suitcase
Larry, the remaining three of us prepared to continue the
mission. Unfortunately, overnight, because of the weight of
the rig (around 85 tons), it had sunk into the ground to the
point that the loaded truck could not pull itself loose from the
mud. Steve comes up with the solution…take the tank off the
trailer, start it up and use it to pull the tractor/trailer out of the
mud and then reload the tank. With the help of the local
constabulary, holding back the traffic, the tank was put on the
pavement and with steel cables attached did manage to pull
the rig out. We then drove to a nearby parking area and
reloaded the tank.
Off we went to complete the mission, Steve and I in
the pickup, and the rig driver Cal Brokaw following us with the
load. But we continued going uphill. The truck engine had all
it could do to make it to the top. When we crested, we said
"oh shoot", Route 9W is a narrow highway and it was now all
downhill.
After a minute or so Steve looks in the rearview mirror
and sees the truck bearing down on us. So, he hits the gas
and races to the bottom of the hill. We pull over and wait and
pray for Cal to survive the ordeal. You see the road was steep
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and twisting and the brakes had to hold back 85 tons (170
thousand pounds).
Finally coming around the last bend, we see the
truck, engulfed in smoke created from the heat of the brake
pads, relief flooded us. Cal had trouble ungrasping his hands
from the steering wheel. We let the truck cool down for a
while and then proceeded unscathed to the Dover Armory to
park the rig. The tank was delivered to the museum at a later
date.

Saturday, June 14 2014 Union, NJ, Meadowlands
Insignia & Military Collectibles Show. Boys & Girls
Club of Union, 1050 Jeannette Ave., Now in our 32nd
Year! Bob or Gail Curran, 201.939.8846; 749 Seventh
St., Carlstadt, NJ 07072
MTA of NJ Newsletter
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color, $40 each plus shipping. I'm in Zip 21071 (Maryland). E-mail at
glengar@verizon.net, if interested. Tim Clark.

To add or remove listings from the Classifieds, please email
Dave Steinert at dsteinert@optonline.net or call 973-347-9091.
For Sale-1987 HMMWV M998 Outstanding HMMWV from 1999 auction.
11,298 miles. Always garaged. Meticulously maintained. New two-man
and 4-man tops. Many extras, grill guard, all manuals. No dents. No
corrosion. NJ title. Drive it home. $31,500. Pics: daveahl.jalbum.net.
David Ahl, 973-285-0716. swapmeetdave@aol.com (5/14)

For Sale-M35A2, a great running w/camo paint Deuce. Has heater
Jatonka fuel 7 oil filters, straight tailgate, new vinyl cab soft top. Has
air shift front axle. Asking $5500 or best offer. Call Vinny, cell:973476-9544, home:973-635-2404. (10/13)
For Sale-A brand new, in box vinyl thee color 5-ton cargo cover for
$450, call Randy @ 973 219 4499. (9/13)
For Sale- M38 parts- I have 2 windshields in good condition, 1- with
good glass $150, 1- with cracked glass $100. Pair of original
fenders, take off, good condition, easy repairs, $50 for the pair.Tool
box lid, good condition $20. I also have a grill and air cleaner but I
believe they are from a CJ3A. Call Mark Burghardt at 973-906-1069
or email for pics: markkb@optonline.net (8/13)

For Sale: Looking for a military vehicle? From projects to
ground-up Restorations and everything in between!
Check out:
WWW.USMILITARYVEHICLES.COM
Wanted: Early MB parts- I am looking for a pair of MB, 8 leaf front
leaf springs, windshield frame, rear seat, small mouth gas tank, solid
disk wheels. Call Mark Burghardt at 973-906-1069 or email:
markkb@optonline.net. (8/13)
Parts Wanted: All For Early M-38. Lower Crankshaft Pulley, The
Smaller One, W/O Winch; Lifting Bracket; Oil Filter Bracket;
Generator Support Bracket; Oil PSI Switch & Bracket; An Early Bell
Housing With Part Number WO 81628 OR WO 81629; Windshield &
Frame. Robert 201-226-9289.
Wanted -This is military vehicle related request, because I want to
put my Mil Shelter on it and set it up with all my truck tools. So, I can
have it mobile in my shop area. I am looking for a 2-axle landscape
or equipment trailer 12ft to 14 ft long. Used and rough shape is what
I am looking for. Better shape ok if the price is right, Doesn't need to
have ramps, rust ok :), 973 219 4499 or randy@aol.com
Wanted-For M725 drivers compartment pull out style heater control
cables, knobs are marked “heat, defrost and fresh air”. Marc Ziegler
(973) 263-1923.

For Sale-U.S. Army 103A trailer for sale. Complete with good tires.
$300.00 or best offer. If interested contact John Dorsch (John
Dorsch Electric) 908-689-8300 . (6/13)
For Sale-Assortment of M-35 and M-135/211 parts. Please email
your requests to ajtucophc@comcast.net
For Sale- 1959 M-100 trailer with a clean N.J. title,no rust,with extra set of
wheels. Someone cut a small door into the back panel that doesn't take away
from it. Otherwise in nice cond.that looks good.It comes with two military
generators (years unknown) also a bow and both brackets for a M-38 jeep
canvas top in it. $700. for all,located in central N.J. Call Phil Galvano 732539-4919
For Sale-Parting out a M37, have both body & engine parts. I also have MB,
GPW and CJ Jeep parts, plus some wheels for a CJ. Call Tom Weaver at
(973)-627-9448.

For Sale-Mil Spec primers and paints, OD and Camo. WWII Jeep
frames, front, rears, transmissions, PTOs, GI grease and oils. Call
Paul Wadeson at (607)-637-2275.
For Sale-2-1/2 ton Vietnam era troop seats, muliti fuel, bows & winch. Runs
great, needs a little cab work, $3500. Ben Hale Trailer - 1 ton with bows,
lightly rusted, $300. 1968 M725 Ambulance - very nice shape - everything is
there. Rear gas heater, fresh paint, European tires, $3,500. M37 parts,
complete truck, part out with winch. Halftrack parts - call for your needs hood,
doors, radiators, rims, winch, lights, cab parts, armor, electrical etc. Call Dave
@917-567-6419, NY

For Sale-1952 M37 for parts, no engine, 1951 M37 in mint shape,
heat, winch, troop seats, 1968 M725 Jeep ambulance in great
shape, 1-ton trailer with bows, 2.5-ton w/winch, multi-fuel, troop
seats, runs great, needs sheet metal work. I’m looking for halftrack
parts, T16 carrier parts, 105 MM Howitzer. I will buy train wrecks for
cash.!! , or trade call me Dave at 1-917-567-6419.
For Sale-I have just received some of the adjustable legs for the rear
of the M-101, ¾-ton trailers. These are new in the box (NOS), CARC
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Military Transport Association
Of North Jersey
P.O. Box 393
Budd Lake, NJ 07828

The next MTA monthly meeting
will be held on Thursday, June 5th,
at 8:00 PM at the Whippany American
Legion, Legion Place, Whippany, NJ.

The next MTA monthly meeting

The next MTA monthly meeting
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