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ON THE COVER- A very nicely restored 1943 Autocar M3
half-track owned by Military Vehicle Repair & Restoration,
Inc. Albion, Indiana

MTA 2014 Officers and Staff
President- Randy Emr
Tel: 973-219-4499

Email: randyemr@aol.com

Vice President- Dennis Vecchiarelli
Tel: 973-338-9497

Email: dvecc907@gmail.com

Sergeant at Arms-Scott Fleck
Tel: 908-391-2777

Email:smokin_diesel62@yahoo.com

Treasurer-Ginnie McDevitt

Military Transport Association
Meeting Minutes for Thursday, June 5th 2014
The meeting was called to order by President Randy
Emr promptly at 8:00 P.M. Vice-President, Dennis
Vecchiarelli led the attending members in a Pledge of
Allegiance and a Moment of Silence was followed by the
approval of the minutes from last month’s meeting as they
appeared in last month’s newsletter. Tonight’s meeting was
rather sparse in attendance, with only 16 members joining.
The light attendance is somewhat typical for a nice summer
night.
The Treasury Report as presented:

Tel: 845-987-7896

Parade/Event Coordinator-Peter Schindo
Tel:201-456-4071

Email: info@peterschindo.com

Membership Chairman-Fred Schlesinger
Tel:908-617-5066

Email: fred@mtaofnj.us

Recording Secretary-Vinny Schwartz
Tel: 973-635-2404

Email: vsaws@optonline.net

Newsletter Editor-Dave Steinert
Tel: 973-347-9091

Email: dsteinert@optonline.net

Web Master-George Wagner
Tel: 973-927-7616

Email:wagnergm@verizon.net

2014 Sussex Show Chairman- Bill Murphy
Tel: 973-527-3307

Email: bmurph411@gmail.com

NOTICE: THERE WILL BE NO MTA MEETINGS AT THE
WHIPPANY AMERICAN LEGION IN JULY AND AUGUST…
THE JULY MTA MEETING WILL BE AT:

Welcome to New Members - Randy introduced two new
members to the club tonight. We welcomed Greg and Matt
Belcastro to the MTA. Greg and Matt are from the
Morristown and are restoring a 1943 Willys MB and a Russian
motorcycle with side car.
Newsletter: Dave Steinert thanked Dave Ahl and Lucas
Nooter for their recent story submissions. Lucas, we have
been enjoying your recent submissions and you will be
pleased to know you were nominated tonight as the MTA’s
new Reporter at Large….congratulations on your new job at
the MTA!
MTA Challenge Coins: Randy reports that the Ivory Family
was so impressed with the recent MTA Challenge Coins they
received at the April Show, that they requested 3 more for
other family members. Naturally we are happy to provide
them the coins as an honor to our previous long time member
Dick Ivory. Tom McHugh reports that we sold a few more
coins at the meeting. Anyone interested in one of the new
MTA Coins, should reach out to Tom. The coins are only $10
each for members…get them while supplies last!
Events Committee Report: Peter Schindo reports that the
MTA had another banner event year and is on track to bring
in over $17000 in event and parade fees to support our club
activities….great job Peter and the entire Events Team! A big
thank you to all members that were able to bring their vehicles
out for parades over the long Memorial Day Weekend.
Check out the club web site for a list of parades and events
for July 4th.
Railroad Operating Battalion Report:
John Sobotka
reports that he is having meetings with the new 1st SGT
leading the Marine Platoon at Picatinny soon. Planning is already
underway for our Toys for Tots Train this coming December.
There will also be a civilian event to support local
veterans at the Whippany RR Museum at 9am on June 14th.
The MTA will set up food and support efforts to help the Vets
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enjoy a fun day on the trains. While this is a closed event just for
Veterans, MTA members are invited to attend. John noted that
the Lovenbergs Company in Andover donated the Porte Potty’s
for free for this event and we thank this company for their support
of our MTA events.
John also reports that planning is underway for a
possible MTA Club outing to the former Camp Evans facility in
Wall NJ. This should prove to be a very interesting tour of the
Camp as Dave Ahl reports there are 8 different museums
housed on this former Camp. Look for more news on planning for
the event at the Club picnic in July.
Motion was made to approve funding for John if needed
for both the Whippany RR Veterans event and the Club outing to
Camp Evans. John will report if and how much funding will be
needed to support these two events.
Discussion was also made about possible MTA support
for the new Veterans Cemetery in Newton NJ.
Vinny
Schwartz….congratulations!…you were nominated to look into
MTA support for this new Veterans Cemetery. Good luck, we
expect your report soon!
For the Good of the Club: John “JP” Parrinello reports that
the MTA is supporting a benefit being held on June 21st to
support a double Purple Heart veteran in Sussex County that is
in need of financial assistance. The MTA is buying 20 tickets to
the dinner benefit. Any club member that would like to join the
dinner benefit and take one of the MTA slots should contact JP.
JP also reports that the NJ Wheelers for the Wounded
will hold their yearly Veterans Off Road Picnic in Hardyingston,
NJ on Sept 9th. Anyone interested in coming out to support this
event and join in on the Off Roading to support the Vet’s ride
along, please contact JP.
Fred Castenschiold reports that the Triumph
Association is holding an event at the Lyon’s VA hospital on July
12th. The MTA is invited to join the event and discussion was
held tonight about moving our July MTA Club picnic and meeting
to take place at the Lyon’s Hospital at the same time as the
Triumph event. So, keep an eye out on the MTA web site and
MTA List forum for more details. We look forward to seeing all
members for a good turnout at the July 12th MTA picnic and
meeting!
Also, note that our yearly MTA/Red Ball picnic will be
coming up in August at Sven Johnson’s. Details on the date are
not yet available, but keep an eye out in the newsletter and on
the MTA List forum for details.
MEETING NOTICE: THE AUGUST MTA MEETING
WILL BE HELD ON SATURDAY, AUGUST 16th AT SVEN
JOHNSON’S PICNIC. MORE INFORMATION WILL FOLLOW
IN THE NEXT NEWSLETTER.
NO 50/50 DRAWING WAS HELD AT THIS MEETING!
Meeting closed: 8:45PM
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Randy’s Rants!
(In no particular order and without all the Smiley Faces :):)
and Exclamation Marks!!!!!!!!)
THE MTA SHOW SIGN RANT!
ALL MTA! To those who have MTA SHOW SIGNS
(large vinyl roll-up), PLEASE take a minute and wipe them
down with Armor All or equivalent ! Both sides would be nice!
Please remember to ROLL them DO NOT FOLD
THEM…PLEASE!
ALL who have LAWN SIGNS…You are welcome to
hold them for next year as usual…If you want to bring ‘em to
the next meeting you are welcome to do that also…I am
storing all the 3’ X 5’ and 12’ signs in my house storage area
so they do not have to be bunched up in the railroad car…
Please help us all and wipe ‘em down with something to
protect them and make them last! These signs are our largest
asset for attendance, THANK YOU ALL WHO HAVE GONE
THE EXTRA MILE AND PUT OUT SIGNS! The whole club
thanks you BIG time!

handle this…not the list…If someone wants to cook hot dogs
they better see Al “Cookie” Mellini first …We have to abide
by these rules for legal and insurance reasons…We try hard
to be safe and effective on showing off what we do and what
we are all about…being a part of this amazing organization is
everything you want it to be and is here for you to do as much
as you want…we do so much for so many!
THE JULY 5TH RANDOLPH PARADE RANT!
ALL MTA! The Randolph Parade is a HUGE DEAL for
the MTA…They want AS MANY MILITARY VEHICLES THEY
CAN GET AND THEY WANT TO PAY!
At the last meeting Pete Schindo brought up having a
“Holiday” Lunch for the Randolph parade attendees to try to
get more vehicles and thank all who can make it!...As you
ALL know I am ALL about giving back to those who attend
parades, functions, work parties, etc…(See the Free Lunch or
Breakfast Rant!)…Anyone and ALL are welcome to have
lunch or breakfast on the MTA as long as you are helping out
with official MTA stuff!...Just bring the receipt and you will be
reimbursed…For the group of attendees or workers.

THE FREE LUNCH OR BREAKFAST RANT!
Remember anyone at all that is a member doing an
MTA supporting event can have lunch or breakfast on the
MTA! Bring the receipt to a meeting…let’s all have FUN!...The
last few years has had the largest attendance EVER! Every
year we have been getting better and better…We have so
many awesome new members that are out doing events!
July 4th is HERE for Parades, Pete Schindo and Tim Farrell
have the lists out on the e mail so come on down, Randolph
still needs some trucks!
THE MTA E-MAIL RANT!
The MTA E-MAIL LIST HAS BEEN UPDATED, and
you may or may not be on it!...(In which case you are missing
all these great rants)...As Fred Schlesinger discussed at the
last meeting…If you are not getting e-mails contact us
ASAP!…it’s the best way to keep up on what’s up and what
we are doing!
THE MTA MEMBERSHIP DUES RANT!
Just a reminder… it is up to the MTA member to
make sure their dues are paid…It’s up to the member to
contact Pete Schindo and get him a photo for a membership
badge…If anyone is an active member…PLEASE make sure
your dues are paid on or before the fiscal year…PLEASE DO
NOT WAIT FOR THE SHOW…(like we allow those who do
not live in the area and we only see once a year
do)…Membership Chairman, Fred Schlesinger goes out of his
way to do this and it should be appreciated by the
membership!
Some people ask about insurance…we have
discussed this and explained in the past…one thing for sure…
if you are not a paid member…(Although, you are certainly
welcome to do all we have to offer, just be careful and
understand the club insurance coverage is only at sanctioned
events to “paid members”)…It just makes sense to know this
so I am putting it in writing…Please be aware we have
committee chairpersons to handle certain other club
events…like If someone is contacted by a movie company
needing a MV, we send them to Jack McDevitt to handle…not
the MTA Email List…If someone is contacted for us to do a
show event or parade, Peter Schindo gets contacted to
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NOW…Randolph is going to be a HUGE PARADE
and we would LOVE to have a TREMENDOUS MTA
SHOWING!...At the last meeting we voted to meet at the
Black River Barn for lunch…they have a HUGE parking lot
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and GREAT FOOD!...and PETE HAS DONE IT AGAIN!...He
has worked out the menu with the owner that is attached to
this e-mail!...(actually the menu follows this rant!)…The food
is in the range of 9 to 12 dollars and is just a brain
storm!...The MTA IS BUYING A HOLIDAY LUNCH!...Come
on and hang with us…It’s going to be a FUN day!...Randolph
is a BIG pay day for us and we want to give back!...We also
want amazing attendance from the MTA!...So who is eligible
to receive such rewards you ask?...Husband, Wife, Guy,
Girlfriend, driver, passenger, immediate family that would
normally go to the parade is all we ask, just use common
sense and be fair to us as we want to be to all
members!...PLEASE COME AND SUPPORT THIS PARADE!
(REMEMBER THE RANDOLPH PARADE IS ON
SATURDAY…JULY 5th…THE PARADE IS AT 12:00PMNOON
EVENT…COME
EARLY
AND
HANG
OUT…PARADE ATTENDEES MEET AT…443 Quaker
Church Road, Randolph, NJ 07869 (Mount Fern Methodist
Church located at intersection of Dover Chester and
Quaker Church Roads in Randolph, NJ…Lunch at the
Black Bear Barn will be after the conclusion of the
parade…any questions, please contact Peter Schindo at
201-456-4071 or info@peterschindo.com).

rocket or mortar shell that hit a parked plane would blow it up and
also destroy any nearby planes in a chain reaction. The shelters
were made of corrugated iron with a three foot thick layer of
concrete over the top, and the structures did the job. The young
AF Captain came to think of them as “his” shelters.

Thanks Randy Pres :)

COLLECTING AT THE FRONT
COL. ROBERT GOGAL, USAF (retired)
US AIR FORCE IN VIETNAM

He had a tour in Korea in 1961 and four years in the
Pentagon in Washington DC from 1966 to 1970. In 1970, Bob
volunteered for a combat area assignment, which turned out to
be at the Da Nang Air Base, South Vietnam, eighty miles south
of the DMZ. As a newly promoted Major, he was assigned to be
a Military Advisor to the Vietnamese Air Force (VNAF) First Air
Division. The mission of his unit was to train about 1000 South
Vietnamese troops to replace 8000 – 10,000 US troops to be
withdrawn from Nam to return home. This was a very difficult
mission with unreasonable expectations, clearly driven only by
politics, and not by sound logical thinking. But then, whoever
said politicians could do that?

By Harold Ratzburg
In past months, I have written stories about ‘Collecting at
the Front’, mostly about WWII soldiers slugging it out with the
Germans in the battles in Europe, with the ground forces of the
US Army.
When you think about collecting at the front in Viet Nam,
you immediately think about the Marines or Army Grunts
slogging and cutting their way through the jungles with their 100
pound rucksacks. Major (at the time) Robert Gogal’s war in the
US Air Force in Viet Nam was a different kind of war, with a
different kind of ‘front’, but just as dangerous.
This is his story:
I first met Bob when we were both students at Newark
College of Engineering, studying for a degree in Civil
Engineering. I was a Korean War vet and Bob, seven years
younger, still having to satisfy his military obligations to our
country, signed up for the US Air Force ROTC program at the
college.
We graduated together in 1958, and I started working for
the Wisconsin Highway Commission while Bob started his
military career. He was first assigned to the Wright-Paterson Air
Base, and later to the Pentagon as a Captain, where he worked
on the design of shelters to protect parked planes at military
bases. The Air Force had found that without cover, a random
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The Air Base was known as “Rocket City” because of its
location. The Vietcong was all around the base and it suffered
repeated rocket and mortar attacks from the surrounding
countryside. Bob has fond memories of being first assigned to a
top bunk in a screened and sandbagged tent shelter, where the
top bunk was above the sandbags.
When an alarm
came…getting from the bunk to the floor and covered with a flak
vest was top priority…and he made it every time.
Da Nang Air Base was an immense installation. It had
two parallel runways, each two miles long, with parallel taxiways,
and structures to house 10,000 Airmen, and service hundreds of
aircraft. I don’t know the acreage but you can see that it would
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have been very hard to miss it by any random mortar or rocket
fired from the jungle surrounding it. It was protected against
ground attack by the US Marines, who occupied and fought from
a system of bunkers and barbed wire which made up the six mile
perimeter of the base.

As a newly promoted USAF Major, Bob’s mission was to
train the Vietnamese in maintaining and operating the Air Base
and all its physical structures and runways. For his duties he was
assigned to have his very own vehicle to get around the base. It
was a Model M606 (CJ-3B Modified) of Korean War vintage, with
a raised hood, higher than the M38. The Jeep had no top, the
seats had no padding, and the windshield was shattered, but it
did its job of getting the Major around the base.
One of his Jeep adventures occurred when he was
called to an assembled conference meeting at the Base CO’s
office. Running a little late in his “War Chariot”, he came through
the gateway, made a hard turn to the side of the building----when the brakes failed. He and his Chariot drove right into the
building ending up with the front of the jeep at the conference
table. Understandably, his unusual arrival at the meeting was
the talk of the base for a period of time.
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On another day, Bob was driving along the perimeter road
which paralleled the runways. A fully armed A1 aircraft was taking off
and he noticed that a 250 pound bomb had broken loose from the
plane, landed on the runway and sliding in his direction. He was out
of the jeep and in a ditch before the jeep stopped. Fortunately, the
bomb did not explode and it was eventually hauled away by the EOD
crews to be recycled and dropped somewhere in North Vietnam
Rocket and mortar attacks were a common thing. During
his 12-month tour, the base was subject to 165 rocket or mortar
attacks, and Bob saw much of death and destruction of the military
and civilian side of the war. One of his great satisfactions was that
when he arrived, he found that hundreds of planes on the field were
protected by “his” shelters that he had helped to design, demonstrate
and procure for the Air Force when he was assigned to the
Pentagon.

Rockets and mortars did impact on the flight line and on his
Aircraft Shelters that were protecting the planes. In each case, the
shelters prevailed and the shells did not penetrate the concrete and
steel, and did not damage or destroy the aircraft. The concrete was
usually lightly damaged and required patching, and in some cases
the corrugated steel shell, above the aircraft, was distorted, but still
intact. The Maintenance guys collected the shrapnel and gave him a
piece as a souvenir. Today it sits on his trophy shelf, as one of his
favorite collectibles.
Back in ROTC days, Bob had been trained as a pilot, flying
over Lake Champlain in Vermont. In Vietnam, the Vietnam Air Force,
to which he was attached as an advisor, was short of pilots, and he
was asked if he would fly in the second seat with a VNAF pilot, thus
freeing up the second VNAF pilot for another plane to put in the air.
The missions were always in support of Vietnamese Army and
Ranger Units and protecting the “Davy Crockett Hamlets”. The
hamlets were fortified villages which from time to time would be
attacked by large or small Viet Cong units. Over the next six
months, he logged about 100 hours flying the A37 “Dragonfly”
aircraft in addition to his other engineering duties.
The ordnance carried was either Napalm or 250 pound
bombs. After each sortie there were always reports of enemy body
counts, which Bob ignored. He was, and is, a ”good guy”, and he
was only concerned with protecting the troops on the ground in the
hamlet. At times, there would be some “war trophies” sent to him by
appreciative survivors, but AK-47s could not be brought home to the
states so he did not keep them.
Bottom line-----Major Gogal’s collecting at “the front”----consisted of items that were sent back to him to his post on the Da
Nang Air Base. Understandably, it is difficult to pick up battlefield
trophies while flying an airplane and getting shot at. His Vietnam
tour collectibles consist of a SKS Chicom rifle that had seen a lot of
action, a North Vietnamese sun helmet and an AK47 bayonet, plus
his jungle fatigues with his decorations. Let us not forget to mention
the piece of shrapnel from a rocket attack that damaged one of “his”
aircraft shelters but left the plane intact. What an “interesting” 12month tour that turned out to be.
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color, $40 each plus shipping. I'm in Zip 21071 (Maryland). E-mail at
glengar@verizon.net, if interested. Tim Clark.

To add or remove listings from the Classifieds, please email
Dave Steinert at dsteinert@optonline.net or call 973-347-9091.
For Sale-1987 HMMWV M998 Outstanding HMMWV from 1999 auction.
11,298 miles. Always garaged. Meticulously maintained. New two-man
and 4-man tops. Many extras, grill guard, all manuals. No dents. No
corrosion. NJ title. Drive it home. $31,500. Pics: daveahl.jalbum.net.
David Ahl, 973-285-0716. swapmeetdave@aol.com (5/14)

For Sale-M925A1 cargo truck, low mileage and hours. Starts right
up. everything works including winch. Good tires. $8000.00- OBO
If interested contact John Dorsch (John Dorsch Electric) 908-6898300 . (6/14)
For Sale-M35A2, a great running w/camo paint Deuce. Has heater
Jatonka fuel 7 oil filters, straight tailgate, new vinyl cab soft top. Has
air shift front axle. Asking $5500 or best offer. Call Vinny, cell:973476-9544, home:973-635-2404. (10/13)
For Sale-A brand new, in box vinyl thee color 5-ton cargo cover for
$450, call Randy @ 973 219 4499. (9/13)
For Sale- M38 parts- I have 2 windshields in good condition, 1- with
good glass $150, 1- with cracked glass $100. Pair of original
fenders, take off, good condition, easy repairs, $50 for the pair.Tool
box lid, good condition $20. I also have a grill and air cleaner but I
believe they are from a CJ3A. Call Mark Burghardt at 973-906-1069
or email for pics: markkb@optonline.net (8/13)

For Sale: Looking for a military vehicle? From projects to
ground-up Restorations and everything in between!
Check out:
WWW.USMILITARYVEHICLES.COM
Wanted: Early MB parts- I am looking for a pair of MB, 8 leaf front
leaf springs, windshield frame, rear seat, small mouth gas tank, solid
disk wheels. Call Mark Burghardt at 973-906-1069 or email:
markkb@optonline.net. (8/13)
Parts Wanted: All For Early M-38. Lower Crankshaft Pulley, The
Smaller One, W/O Winch; Lifting Bracket; Oil Filter Bracket;
Generator Support Bracket; Oil PSI Switch & Bracket; An Early Bell
Housing With Part Number WO 81628 OR WO 81629; Windshield &
Frame. Robert 201-226-9289.
Wanted -This is military vehicle related request, because I want to
put my Mil Shelter on it and set it up with all my truck tools. So, I can
have it mobile in my shop area. I am looking for a 2-axle landscape
or equipment trailer 12ft to 14 ft long. Used and rough shape is what
I am looking for. Better shape ok if the price is right, Doesn't need to
have ramps, rust ok :), 973 219 4499 or randy@aol.com
Wanted-For M725 drivers compartment pull out style heater control
cables, knobs are marked “heat, defrost and fresh air”. Marc Ziegler
(973) 263-1923.

For Sale-Assortment of M-35 and M-135/211 parts. Please email
your requests to ajtucophc@comcast.net
For Sale- 1959 M-100 trailer with a clean N.J. title,no rust,with extra set of
wheels. Someone cut a small door into the back panel that doesn't take away
from it. Otherwise in nice cond.that looks good.It comes with two military
generators (years unknown) also a bow and both brackets for a M-38 jeep
canvas top in it. $700. for all,located in central N.J. Call Phil Galvano 732539-4919
For Sale-Parting out a M37, have both body & engine parts. I also have MB,
GPW and CJ Jeep parts, plus some wheels for a CJ. Call Tom Weaver at
(973)-627-9448.

For Sale-Mil Spec primers and paints, OD and Camo. WWII Jeep
frames, front, rears, transmissions, PTOs, GI grease and oils. Call
Paul Wadeson at (607)-637-2275.
For Sale-2-1/2 ton Vietnam era troop seats, muliti fuel, bows & winch. Runs
great, needs a little cab work, $3500. Ben Hale Trailer - 1 ton with bows,
lightly rusted, $300. 1968 M725 Ambulance - very nice shape - everything is
there. Rear gas heater, fresh paint, European tires, $3,500. M37 parts,
complete truck, part out with winch. Halftrack parts - call for your needs hood,
doors, radiators, rims, winch, lights, cab parts, armor, electrical etc. Call Dave
@917-567-6419, NY

For Sale-1952 M37 for parts, no engine, 1951 M37 in mint shape,
heat, winch, troop seats, 1968 M725 Jeep ambulance in great
shape, 1-ton trailer with bows, 2.5-ton w/winch, multi-fuel, troop
seats, runs great, needs sheet metal work. I’m looking for halftrack
parts, T16 carrier parts, 105 MM Howitzer. I will buy train wrecks for
cash.!! , or trade call me Dave at 1-917-567-6419.
For Sale-I have just received some of the adjustable legs for the rear
of the M-101, ¾-ton trailers. These are new in the box (NOS), CARC
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Military Transport Association
Of North Jersey
P.O. Box 393
Budd Lake, NJ 07828

The next MTA monthly meeting
will be held on Saturday, July 12th,
at the Lyons Campus VA Medical Center,
Knollcroft Rd., Lyons, NJ.

The next MTA monthly meeting

The next MTA monthly meeting
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