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MTA 2014 Officers and Staff 
 

President- Randy Emr 
Tel: 973-219-4499                    Email: randyemr@aol.com 
 

Vice President- Dennis Vecchiarelli 
Tel:  973-338-9497                     Email: dvecc907@gmail.com 
 

Sergeant at Arms-Scott Fleck 
Tel: 908-391-2777                       Email:smokin_diesel62@yahoo.com 
 

Treasurer-Ginnie McDevitt 
Tel: 845-987-7896 
 

Parade/Event Coordinator-Peter Schindo 
Tel:201-456-4071                         Email: info@peterschindo.com 
 

Membership Chairman-Fred Schlesinger 
Tel:908-617-5066                          Email: fred@mtaofnj.us 
         

Recording Secretary-Vinny Schwartz 
Tel:  973-635-2404                     Email: vsaws@optonline.net 
 

Newsletter Editor-Dave Steinert 
Tel: 973-347-9091                 Email: dsteinert@optonline.net 
 

Web Master-George Wagner 
Tel: 973-927-7616                 Email:wagnergm@verizon.net 
 

2014 Sussex Show Chairman- Bill Murphy 
Tel: 973-527-3307                       Email: bmurph411@gmail.com 
                                         

 

ON THE COVER- A 1963 Huey N832M Helicopter in action. 
(Photographed by Mike Fizer). 

THE NEXT MTA MEETING WILL BE HELD ON 
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 4th 2014 at 8:00 PM AT THE 
WHIPPANY AMERCAN LEGION, LEGION PLACE, 
WHIPPANY, NJ. REFRESHMENTS WILL BE PROVIDED 
BEGINNING AT 7:30PM. 

 

Military Transport Association 
 

Meeting Minutes for Saturday, August 16th 2014 
 

The meeting was held at Sven & Helga Johnson’s 
Picnic in Green Township, NJ. President Randy Emr 
promptly called the meeting to order at 1200 Hours, followed 
by the Pledge of Allegiance and a Moment of Silence. The 
meeting was attended by a large contingent of hungry 
members, awaiting the barbeque chicken. 

 

 

The minutes from last month’s meeting as they 
appeared in the last monthly newsletter were approved. 

 

Newsletter:   David Steinert thanked Harold Ratzburg for 
his Collector’s Corner article that appeared in the August 
issue of the newsletter and Vinny Schwartz for taking the 
minutes at last month’s meeting. 
 

Parades and Events: Peter Schindo reported that we had a 
very successful parade season and thanked all the members 
for their support. There were no parades planned for Labor 
Day weekend. 
 

(During the meeting Gus Johnson did a fly-over with his WWII 
single engine Trainer Plane.) 

 
 

Railroad Operating Battalion John Sobotka reported that 
the next Toys for Tots event would be at the Lead East 
Classic Car Show at the Hilton Hotel in Parsippany, NJ on 
August 28

th
 thru August 31

st
. Pat Dolan explained the 

logistics of the event and what the plans were for the MTA 
and the Marines for staging the Toys for Tots vendor area. 
John Sobotka mentioned other Toys for Tots events coming 
up: 
 

 Thursday-Saturday,Sept.18,19,20, Red Ball Show 
at Gilbert, Pa. 

 Sunday, Sept.21-Annual United Railway Historical 
Society Open House, 104 Morris Ave, Boonton, 
N.J. (just off RT 287), from 10:00am to 4:00pm, 
they have asked for a MV display, this is the 
railroad group that REALLY helps us with 
the annual "Toys" train. Please come...check out! 
Their web site at information@urhs they have 
something that might surprise you! 

 Saturday, Sept.27
th

, the annual "Toys for Tots" 
car show at the Home Depot, Mt. Pleasant Ave. 
Rockaway, N.J…just around the corner from the 
Dover Armory. The show runs from 9:00am to 
2:00ish…the Marines have asked for a MV 
display. 

 Saturday, Oct.4
th

, Annual Bloomingdale Football 
Game and "Toys For Tots" Collection, at Delaze 
Field, just off RT. 23 North...starts at 3:00pm,need 
trucks for collecting toys, it's a great time, just 
watching the kids play, meeting people and did I 
mention FREE food all night…have no MV, still 
come! 

All MTA members are welcomed to attend! 
 

New Business: Gary Schultz and Chris VanOrden reported 
that they are planning a MTA MV Trail Ride at the end of 
September. They have been scouting the trail ride route and 
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further details will be released at the next meeting and posted 
through the MTA e-Mail message system. 
 

(Over 50 vintage military vehicles were in attendance at 
Sven’s Annual Summer Picnic). 
 

 
 

 
 

Meeting was adjourned at 1235 Hours…time to hit the trails… 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

The MTA wants to thank Sven and Helga Johnson and their 
family for hosting one of the most popular and anticipated 
events of the year for members of the MTA…Thank you! 
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The Bell UH-1B Huey 
 

A FLYING SYMBOL-PART I 
 

The beloved Huey epitomizes the Vietnam War 
 

By Barry Schiff   Photography by Mike Fizer 
 

(As published in the AOPA Pilot Magazine, March 2014.  Reprinted in the 
MTA’s Motor Pool Messenger with permission graciously provided by the 
author, photographer, and original publisher; all rights reserved by the 
original publisher) 
 

Seriously wounded and huddling in the dank 

underbrush, men struggled to stay alive and remain hidden 

from nearby and approaching Viet Cong guerillas.  As their 

plight became increasingly desperate, the isolated American 

soldiers began to hear in the distance the distinctive slapping 

of rotor blades.  There was no mistaking the whop-whop-

whopping of a Huey.  It was the sound of rescue, the sound of 

freedom, the sound of going home—sentiments almost 

universally expressed by those who were there. 

"Charlie" heard it, too, and knew that to be discovered 

by the crew of a Huey gunship would put them in a world of 

hurt.  Such an enemy ground unit often retreated, wisely 

abandoning its prey. 

More than any other aircraft, the beloved Huey 

symbolizes the Vietnam War and the American heroes who 

served and sacrificed there. The iconic helicopter was 

developed specifically for the United States military and first 

flew on October 20, 1956.  The Army's first turbine-powered 

helicopter, it was originally designated as the HU-1 Iroquois, 

the pronunciation of which is the origin of the Huey epithet.  

The aircraft was re-designated as the UH-1 in 1962, but the 

familiar nickname stuck. "Huey" became so popular and 

immortal that Bell began casting the name on the anti-torque 

pedals.  Its official name, Iroquois, is rarely used except when 

referring to a nation of Native Americans. 

The Huey was responsible for a new breed of U.S. 

Military pilot, the warrant officer, who could go directly into 

flight training from high school without having to undergo the 

rigors of becoming a commissioned officer. 
 

 

UNSIGHTLY WRECK 

The aircraft on these pages, N832M, was built in 

1963 and served in Vietnam with the 101st Airborne and 1st 

Cavalry divisions between 1964 and 1966. Following military 

discharge, it returned stateside, eventually flew for the Lee 

County (Florida) Mosquito Abatement Program, and became 

an unsightly wreck. It was purchased by the Wings and 

Rotors Air Museum in 2001 for only $10,000.  It then had a 

painstaking and thorough two-year restoration. 
 

 
 

During the restoration, graffiti was discovered on the 

inside surfaces of the tail boom.  This was left undisturbed as 

a tribute to Army maintenance personnel who had worked on 

the aircraft in Vietnam.  Although 1,010 UH-1Bs have been 

built, this likely is the only gunship that is still airworthy.  It is 

used primarily for airshows, static display, parades, veterans' 

events, and fly-bys. 

During a departure from Prescott, Arizona, in 2008, 

the Huey's turboshaft engine produced three severe 

compressor stalls—resulting in so much structural damage 

that the aircraft had to be rebuilt.  This time, however, it was 

restored as an attack helicopter similar to those used by the 

U.S. Navy Seawolves to control the Mekong Delta and the 

Rung Sat Special Zone (a shipping channel leading to 

Saigon).  The inside of the avionics access hatch on the nose 

bears the signatures of surviving Seawolves, and a plaque on 

the aft-cabin bulkhead lists and honors the 44 Seawolves who 

died in combat while flying Huey gunships in Vietnam. 

As a gunship, the Huey normally had a crew of four, 

two pilots and two gunners.  Each pilot has his own entry 

door, and the cabin has two large doors that slide aft, making 

the aircraft suitable for a wide variety of utility roles.  The 

gunship was used primarily to clear landing zones for troop-
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carrying helicopters and to provide close-air support for 

ground units.  It also was used for troop transport, medevac, 

emergency resupply, and armed attack. The Huey was the 

Jeep of the Vietnam War. 
 

 
 

The gunship carried effective and concentrated 

firepower. The deactivated armament aboard this Huey is 

typical and includes a traversable M134 Minigun with six 

rotating barrels that could fire 6,000 rounds per minute; a pair 

of rocket launchers that each fired seven 2.75-inch, folding-fin 

rockets; a .50 caliber machine gun; and a 7.62-mm M60 

Machine gun.  The only thing missing is a grenade launcher in 

the nose.  During combat the cabin floor was typically stacked 

with ammo boxes and grenades that could be tossed 

overboard to accommodate rescued personnel. 

The two probe-like devices on the nose are FM 

antennas. They were used to locate ground troops 

broadcasting homing signals on discrete frequencies that 

were changed daily. 

Noticeable during the walkaround inspection are 

numerous small riveted patches covering bullet holes from 

small-arms fire during the war.  The red-and-white peace 

symbol on the side of a Huey was sarcastic reference to the 

"peaceniks" at home and was intended to mean "Peace 

through Firepower."…to be continued in the next issue of 

Moto Pool Messenger. 

(This article was sourced and provided by MTA member Jack Shuart.  Jack 
has worked with his management and colleagues at New Jersey State 
Forestry Services to bring their forest fire prevention educational program 
to MTA’s Annual Sussex Shows.  The Show’s highlight is always their Huey 
exhibit and demonstration.) 

 

The M38A1 1/4-Ton Jeep 
(An abbreviated fact sheet) 

By Tom McHugh 
 

 
 

The M38A1 ¼-Ton Jeep began production in August 
1952. The M38 continued in production for several months 
until parts supplies were depleted. When production started 
the serial numbers began with number 10,000. My M38A1 
was made five weeks later in September, 1952 and is Serial 
Number 20,282. An average of over 2000 M38A1 built per 
week. 

I have met an M38A1 owner in Virginia and his was 
made only one week after mine.  His M38A1 is Serial Number 
21647.   Almost 1400 Jeeps were built during that week. 

Early Model M38A1’s have a split front fender and 
hinges at the bottom of the radiator. The battery box has 
individual thumb screws to lock it down. The M38A1 was 
made with a 24-volt system since onboard radio’s constantly 
killed the batteries in the 12-volt vehicles. 

The first changes to an M38A1’s were done in Fall 
1954.  The hinges were removed, the fender became one 
piece, the battery box was given the side latch cover the 
same as the ambulance model. 

 

 
 

The M38A1 was built with the new “Hurricane” F-
Head engine. Since the engine was higher it raised the hood 
and along with that the fenders. During the early tests of the 
new configuration, driving with the windshield down, as would 
be normal in combat, the higher flat fenders allowed mud from 
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the tires to be thrown out and up in front of the vehicle.  This 
caused mud clumps to hit the driver and passengers.  The fix 
was decided quickly and that became known as the “Round 
Fender Jeep”. With the higher hood, there was room under 
the hood to mount the Pioneer Shovel.  A small thing like that 
was a joy to the M38A1 drivers, since shovels continuously 
were taken off the outside of other vehicles by anyone 
needing a shovel and rarely returned. 

 

 
 

As a Korean War Veteran, I am constantly told that 
there were rarely any M38A1s in Korea and if any were there, 
they were only used by the “Brass”. That is far from accurate.     
In this article I have shown pictures of just a few of the 
individual Unit Depots and Motor Pools located in Korea 
showing M38A1s parked side by side. Brand new M38A1’s in 
storage at the 13

th
 Artillery Vehicle Park awaiting shipment to 

the 24
th
 Ordnance Company.  Inchon, Korea M38A1 Jeeps of 

the 35
th
 Infantry Regiment,  25

th
 U.S, Infantry Division   lined 

up prior to leaving for a turn–in point for the move to Hawaii.    
Korea 2 Sept 1954. Brand New M38A1’s lined up in the 
parking area for the 74thOrdnance BN, attached to the 59

th
 

Ordnance Maintenance and Supply Group, Korea. 
The M38A1 has had many modifications and uses.  

They include, but are not limited to the following; 
Administration/Radios; Military Police Patrols; Commo Wire 
Installation & Retrieval; Machine Guns; Recoilless Rifles; 
Mine Sweeping Attachments; Ditch Diggers. 

I am certain many Veterans can add many more uses 
that the military used the M38A1 for during the many years of 
service.    
(FYI:  Many of you know my M38A1.  Back in 2012, I had the 
engine block and head Magna Fluxed, planed and bored out.  
At that time Rich Rydell  of “Rich’s Garage” in Independence 
Township, NJ, installed all NEW PARTS, including a brand 
new crank shaft. The motor was completely remanufactured.  
It runs beautiful. 

I have installed a “Steertight” Unit in the steering box. 
It did tighten up the steering and help take out some front end 
play. I have found out that what will take out all the play is the 
replacement of the bell crank assembly. I recommend the bell 
crank solution first, since it is less costly and more beneficial. 

I have a complete set of manuals and if anyone has 
questions, feel free to contact me. Always Remember:   
“Think Green” and not just on St Patrick’s Day). 

 
 

The MTA is placing orders for embroidered Golf 
Style shirts with pockets as shown below: 

 

 
 
Purchase price will be $25 for sizes S - M - L - XL - XXL. 
XXXL thru XXXXXL will cost slightly more. If interested in 
placing an order, please contact Tom McHugh at 

tmmchugh@msn.com or call 908-852-1964. 

When ordering, please supply the following information: 

  
1. Your name. 
2. How many shirts you want to purchase. 
3. What size(s). 

 
Any questions, please contact Tom McHugh. 

mailto:tmmchugh@msn.com
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To add or remove listings from the Classifieds, please email 
Dave Steinert at dsteinert@optonline.net or call 973-347-9091. 
 

For Sale-“Hybrid” Jeep. M38 style Jeep with 1956 Bill of Sale. Has 
a fiber glass body. Runs good. Asking $450.00. Call Tom Weaver at 
973-627-9448. (9/14) 

 
For Sale-M37 Deep Water Fording Kit NOS (still in wooden crate) 

$350. Call Bill @ 315-689-9880 NY (9/14) 

 
For Sale-1987 HMMWV M998 Outstanding HMMWV from 1999 auction. 
11,298 miles. Always garaged. Meticulously maintained. New two-man 
and 4-man tops. Many extras, grill guard, all manuals. No dents. No 
corrosion. NJ title. Drive it home. $31,500. Pics: daveahl.jalbum.net. 

David Ahl, 973-285-0716. swapmeetdave@aol.com   (5/14) 

 
For Sale-M925A1 cargo truck, low mileage and hours.  Starts right 

up.  everything works including winch.  Good tires.  $8000.00- OBO  

If interested contact John Dorsch (John Dorsch Electric) 908-689-

8300 . (6/14) 

 
 For Sale-M35A2, a great  running w/camo paint Deuce. Has heater 

Jatonka fuel 7 oil filters, straight tailgate, new vinyl cab soft top. Has 
air shift front axle. Asking $5500 or best offer. Call Vinny, cell:973-
476-9544, home:973-635-2404. (10/13) 

 
For Sale-A brand new, in box vinyl thee color 5-ton cargo cover for 

$450, call Randy @ 973 219 4499. (9/13) 

 
For Sale- M38 parts- I have one windshield in good condition with 

cracked glass $100. Pair of original fenders, take off, good condition, 
easy repairs, $50 for the pair.Tool box lid, good condition $20. I also 
have a grill and air cleaner but I believe they are from a CJ3A. Call 

Mark Burghardt at 973-906-1069 or email for pics: 

markkb@optonline.net (8/13) 

 
For Sale-Assortment of M-35 and M-135/211 parts. Please email 
your requests to ajtucophc@comcast.net 

 
For Sale- 1959 M-100 trailer with a clean N.J. title,no rust,with extra set of 
wheels. Someone cut a small door into the back panel that doesn't take away 
from it. Otherwise in nice cond.that looks good.It comes with two military 
generators (years unknown) also a bow and both brackets for a M-38 jeep 
canvas top in it. $700. for all,located in central N.J. Call Phil Galvano 732-
539-4919  

 
For Sale-Parting out a M37, have both body & engine parts. I also have MB, 
GPW and CJ Jeep parts, plus some wheels for a CJ. Call Tom Weaver at 
(973)-627-9448. 

 
For Sale-Mil Spec primers and paints, OD and Camo. WWII Jeep 

frames, front, rears, transmissions, PTOs, GI grease and oils. Call 
Paul Wadeson at (607)-637-2275. 

 
For Sale-2-1/2 ton Vietnam era troop seats, muliti fuel, bows & winch. Runs 
great, needs a little cab work, $3500.  Ben Hale Trailer - 1 ton with bows, 
lightly rusted, $300. 1968 M725 Ambulance - very nice shape - everything is 
there. Rear gas heater, fresh paint, European tires, $3,500. M37 parts, 
complete truck, part out with winch. Halftrack parts - call for your needs hood, 
doors, radiators, rims, winch, lights, cab parts, armor, electrical etc. Call Dave 
@917-567-6419, NY  

 
For Sale-1952 M37 for parts, no engine, 1951 M37 in mint  shape, 

heat, winch, troop seats, 1968 M725 Jeep ambulance in great 

shape, 1-ton trailer with bows, 2.5-ton w/winch, multi-fuel, troop 
seats, runs great, needs sheet metal work. I’m looking for halftrack 
parts, T16 carrier parts, 105 MM Howitzer. I will buy train wrecks for 
cash.!! , or trade    call me Dave at 1-917-567-6419.  

 
For Sale-I have just received some of the adjustable legs for the rear 

of the M-101, ¾-ton trailers. These are new in the box (NOS), CARC 
color, $40 each plus shipping. I'm in Zip 21071 (Maryland). E-mail at 
glengar@verizon.net, if interested. Tim Clark. 

 
For Sale: Looking for a military vehicle?  From projects to 

ground-up Restorations and everything in between! 
Check out: 

WWW.USMILITARYVEHICLES.COM 

 
Wanted: Early MB parts- I am looking for a pair of MB, 8 leaf front 

leaf springs, windshield frame, rear seat, small mouth gas tank, solid 

disk wheels. Call Mark Burghardt at 973-906-1069 or email: 

markkb@optonline.net. (8/13) 

 
Parts Wanted: All For Early M-38. Lower Crankshaft Pulley, The 

Smaller One, W/O Winch; Lifting Bracket; Oil Filter Bracket; 

Generator Support Bracket; Oil PSI Switch & Bracket. Robert 201-

226-9289. 

 
Wanted -This is military vehicle related request, because I want to 

put my Mil Shelter on it and set it up with all my truck tools. So, I can 
have it mobile in my shop area. I am looking for a 2-axle landscape 
or equipment trailer 12ft to 14 ft long. Used and rough shape is what 
I am looking for. Better shape ok if the price is right, Doesn't need to 

have ramps, rust ok :), 973 219 4499  or randy@aol.com 

 
Wanted-For M725 drivers compartment pull out style heater control 

cables, knobs are marked “heat, defrost and fresh air”. Marc Ziegler 

(973) 263-1923. 
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Military Transport Association 
Of North Jersey 

P.O. Box 393 
Budd Lake, NJ 07828 

  

 
 

                                 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The next MTA monthly meeting  

 
 

The next MTA monthly meeting  
will be held on Thursday, September 4th,  
8:00PM at the Whippany American  
Legion Hall 
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