MTA of NJ Newsletter

Page 1

October 2014

ON THE COVER- The Huey was the workhorse of the Air
Cavalry in Vietnam. It flew young soldiers into battle and dead
soldiers out of the war zone. (Art courtesy Lou Drendel
/Aviation-Art.net)

Newsletter: David Steinert thanked MTA member Jack
Shuart, who was responsible for getting permission to publish
the article on the Huey helicopter, Part I article as it appeared
in last month’s newsletter and with Part II being publish in this
month’s newsletter.

MTA 2014 Officers and Staff

MTA Challenge Coins-Tom McHugh reported that 80 to 90
of the MTA Challenge Coins have been sold. Some were
donated to the Marines who participated in the MTA’s Toys
for Tots display that was at the Lead East Classic Car Show
th
st
at the Parsippany Hilton on August 28 thru August 31 . Tom
reports that the Challenge Coins continue to sell and
accolades are received from all those that purchase them.

President- Randy Emr
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Membership Chairman-Fred Schlesinger
Tel:908-617-5066

Email: fred@mtaofnj.us
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Tel: 973-635-2404

Email: vsaws@optonline.net

Newsletter Editor-Dave Steinert
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Web Master-George Wagner
Tel: 973-927-7616

Email:wagnergm@verizon.net

2014 Sussex Show Chairman- Bill Murphy
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THE NEXT MTA MEETING WILL BE HELD ON
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 2ND 2014 at 8:00 PM AT THE
WHIPPANY AMERCAN LEGION, LEGION PLACE,
WHIPPANY, NJ. REFRESHMENTS WILL BE PROVIDED
BEGINNING AT 7:30PM.

Military Transport Association
Meeting Minutes for Thursday, September 4th 2014

Railroad Operating Battalion John Sobotka reported on the
MTA’s Toys for Tots event at the Lead East Classic Car Show at
the Hilton Hotel in Parsippany, NJ on August 28th thru August
31st. He thanked MTA Members Pat Dolan, Dennis
Vecchiarelli, Terry Weaver, Randy Emr and Dave Steinert for
their attendance at the show. John especially wanted to thank
Pat Dolan for his organization and planning of the display area
for the MTA’s participation in the event this year and to Santa
Claus (aka Charlie Smith) for his contributions. Around $1600
and 212 toys were received in donations. A good time was had
by all that attended the event.

The meeting was held at the Whippany American
Legion. President Randy Emr promptly called the meeting to
order at 2000 Hours, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance and
a Moment of Silence. The meeting was attended by about 20
members.
Vice President Dennis Vecchiarelli read the treasury
report as follows:
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John Sobotka also mentioned other Toys for Tots events
coming up:





th

Saturday, Oct.4 , Annual Bloomingdale Football
Game and "Toys For Tots" Collection, at Delaze
Field, just off RT. 23 North...starts at 3:00pm,need
trucks for collecting toys, it's a great time, just
watching the kids play, meeting people and did I
mention FREE food all night…have no MV, still
come!
th
th
December 6 & 7 -The Toys for Tots Train-More
details coming!
th
th
December 13 & 14 -The Toys for Tots TrainMore details coming!

All MTA members are welcomed to attend!
OLD Business: Randy reported that the government military
vehicle surplus auctions will resume. Here is the skinny on the
situation as per the MVPA:

The following is the approved and official MTA email
exchange system rules and regulations. This way we all are
on the same page…Randy.
1. All military hobby related business is acceptable.
2. Information regarding our club, other clubs and activities,
such as events, donations and Veteran help issues.
3. For Sale/Wanted items from registered MTA members on
the email list, for the benefit of other MTA members on the
list. No vendor email sales.
4. Other club's members asking to use our list is a not
acceptable, they must contact and use the newsletter (so as
not to clutter our email list).
5. Absolutely NO slandering or sarcastic insults of other
members of any kind will be tolerated.
6. The Bylaw's Member’s actions will apply strictly to the list.
7. The list can be used for emergency votes on actions
pertaining to the "for the good of the cub." Up to the amount
afforded the President in the ByLaws. Or another amount we
could vote on like $500? Later? (this needs a meeting vote )
8. Members understand being an active participant of the List
and coming to the meetings is the way to be heard and be a
part of such decisions.
9. The sharing of Interesting Information about all military
information past, present and future.
10. Absolutely NO political posts of any kind will be tolerated
and deleted immediately.
11. As voted "yes" at a past meeting, firearm laws and laws
subject to antique vehicles of any kind, air, land or sea are
welcome and to be shared. But limited to direct information
about these and how to support our efforts to keep these.
Absolutely NO political rants will be tolerated in such posts,
12. The MTA is a Non Political. Non Profit and will stay as
such in all our efforts.
(If you have any issues, misunderstandings or additions to
the above regulations…please bring them to the next meeting
where they will be discussed).
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
…Continued from last month’s edition of the Motor Pool
Messenger…

The Bell UH-1B Huey

A FLYING SYMBOL-PART II
The beloved Huey epitomizes the Vietnam War
NEW Business-Randy reports that planning has already
th
begun on the NYC Veterans Day Parade on November 11 .
More information will follow in at the next meeting and in the
next newsletter.
50/50 was picked…if you weren’t at the meeting, you didn’t
win!
Meeting was adjourned at 2130 Hour!
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By Barry Schiff

Photography by Mike Fizer

(As published in the AOPA Pilot Magazine, March 2014. Reprinted in the
MTA’s Motor Pool Messenger with permission graciously provided by the
author, photographer, and original publisher; all rights reserved by the
original publisher)

EASIEST HELICOPTER TO FLY
I was instructed in the Huey by Pat Rodgers, the
museum's executive director and chief pilot. He also is a
distant cousin of Cal Rodgers, who in 1911 was the first to fly
across the United States. Most of his 3,000 hours are in
helicopters, including 1,200 in Hueys and 1,200 in a Bell OH58 Kiowa (military version of the Model 206 Jet Ranger).
Rodgers assured me that I would have little trouble
flying the Huey. "It's the easiest helicopter I have ever flown,"
he said. "It was designed and built to be flown with
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confidence under a wide variety of conditions, many of them
adverse."
Substantial airframe shaking occurs as the two-blade
rotor accelerates while starting the Lycoming T53-L-11
turboshaft engine—so much that it is almost impossible to
read small instruments or set the altimeter at the same time.
The shaking dies down, as the engine and rotor stabilize at
idle. (A Huey cockpit would be a perfect place to mix a
martini for James Bond.)
The collective and the hydraulically assisted cyclic
control and anti-torque pedals are conventional. The aircraft
also has a synchronized elevator near the end of the tail
boom. It is mechanically linked to the fore-and-aft movement
of the cyclic to increase the pitch control and widen the
center-of-gravity envelope.
After starting the 1,100-shaft-hosepower engine, you
twist the motorcycle-grip-like throttle on the collective,
simultaneously accelerating the engine to 6,600 rpm and the
rotor to 324 rpm. After that, a governor automatically
maintains these speeds and the throttle is no longer needed
(except during shutdown).
Raise the collective slowly and feed in left-pedal
pressure until the Huey gets light on the skids, raise the
collective a bit more, pull into a hover, lower the nose, add
more collective, and you're on your way, climbing more than
1,200 fpm a the best climb speed of 60 knots.
With weaponry hanging in the breeze and cabin
doors open, the Huey cruises at 85 knots, 90 to 95 knows
when cleaned up and with the doors closed. It is difficult to
inadvertently exceed the redline airspeed because of the
unmistakable buffeting that occurs when approaching VNE
(120 knots).

I had been under the impression that the familiar
slapping sound of the two wide-chord rotors could be heard
only when outside the aircraft, but you can hear it from inside
as well. It is particularly noticeable during turns (when disk
loading is increased) and when airspeed is less than 70
knots. Low fly-bys are made at low speed to maximize blade
slapping and create a genuinely crowd-pleasing effect. This
distinctive slapping is not unique, however; a similar sound is
made by the Bell AH-1 Cobra and the Bell 222.
Unfortunately, the rotor blades have only a 1,000 hour service
life. Replacements from Bell cost $100,000 per blade. The
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Huey autorotates beautifully and makes you appreciate the
high-inertia rotor blades, which make it easy to maintain safe
rotor speed during descent. A normal approach is made from
300 feet and 60 knots while maintaining an eight- to 10degree descent profile. Initial touchdown occurs on the rear
of the tubular skids.
The UH-1B is an honest, stable, and relatively easy
helicopter to fly.
My greatest challenge in flying any
helicopter is hovering and making pedal turns (pivoting turns
while hovering) at three feet in a crosswind. I did not do all
that well in the Huey but much better than I had anticipated,
considering that my 300 hours of helicopter experience are
spread over 50 years. This was more of a tribute to the Huey
than it was to me.
I cannot say that I enjoyed flying the Huey. I can say that I
loved it—every minute of it.
FLYING THUNDER
There are three basic models. The UH-1B is one of
the "short bodies." Stretching the fuselage 41 inches to
increase troop-carrying capacity resulted in the UH-1D.
Replacing the single turbine with a pair of Pratt & Whitney
engines produces the UH-1N Twin Huey. More than 16,000
Hueys had been built when production ended in 1986. Seven
thousand of them served tours of duty in Southeast Asia.
Civilian version of the Huey are the Bell 204 (short-body), the
Bell 205 (stretched), and the twin-engine Bell 212.

During May 2008, Rodgers and his Huey were joined
by two other helicopters, the museum's Bell OH-58 Kiowa and
a second Huey belonging to Overseas Aircraft in Lakeside,
Arizona. They formed a flight of three, headed east from
Southern California, and referred to themselves as "Flying
Thunder." Their goal was to arrive and pay homage at the
Vietnam Veterans Memorial (the "Wall") in Washington, D.C.,
on Memorial Day along with Rolling Thunder, many of whom
arrive as a huge gathering of motorcyclists. Sadly, the trio of
ex-military helicopters was denied permission to enter
restricted airspace and fly the last mile to honor the 58,286
veterans whose names are inscribed on the black granite
wall.
Instead, the helicopters had to land short at
Leesburg, Virginia. "The price of our freedom is engraved on
that wall," Rodgers laments, "and they wouldn't even let one
Huey make one blade-slapping fly-by."
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A cruel aspect of the Vietnam War was the bitter
homecoming experienced by so many returning veterans.
They often were confronted by anti-war protestors, spit upon,
called baby killers, cursed, and assaulted.
They were
scapegoats for an unpopular war and often accused of being
drug addicts, psychos, and war mongers. These U.S.
veterans were one of the most unjustly maligned groups in
American history, causing many to discard the uniforms and
medals, keep to themselves, and rarely discuss the war.
Rodgers uses the museum's Huey to provide
memorial fights to Vietnam vets. "The flights help some
veterans to confront their pasts and remind them that their
sacrifices were indeed appreciated," Rodgers says.
Flying Thunder's attempted roundtrip to the wall took
22 days, covered 6,000 miles—a very long trip in a Huey—
and included landings in 43 cities, during which many such
memorial flights were conducted.
During a stop in Alabama, a member of the Purple
Heart Association told Rodgers of his last flight in a Huey.
Badly injured, all he could remember was staring at the
ceiling. When offered a ride, he didn't want to, but finally
relented. He returned with tears of joy. "That flight made a
big difference in my life," he later told Rodgers. "It helped me
to get rid of some really bad demons."
"When we landed in Dalhart [Texas]," Rodgers said,
"they shut down the town and closed the schools. It seems
as though everyone came out to see and touch the Hueys."
At one of the stops, a woman pointed to the pilot's
seat and asked, "May I sit there?" Rodgers assisted her into
the cockpit. She tearfully explained that she had never met
her father, but, "This is where he was when he was killed."
Rodgers has landed at veterans' hospitals and tells of
how the mere sight of a Huey has enabled some vets to begin
speaking about their experiences for the first time. A veteran
infantryman who had been medevacked in a Huey had
recurring nightmares about his Vietnam experience but
begrudgingly agreed to fly with Rodgers. A week later he
reported with great relief that his nightmares had abated.
"Our Huey," says Rodgers "is a therapeutic piece of
hardware, a flying symbol of remembrance. We regard it as a
token of gratitude to those who sacrificed so much for our
freedom."

Vietnam-era aircraft, including the Kiowa and a restored
McDonnell Douglas F4H-1 Phantom II.
Many of the
volunteers are vets who have had experience with Hueys and
love being around them.
Further information is online
(www.WingsAndRotors.org). AOPA
(This article was sourced and provided by MTA member Jack
Shuart.
Jack has worked with his management and
colleagues at New Jersey State Forestry Services to bring
their forest fire prevention educational program to MTA’s
Annual Sussex Shows. The Show’s highlight is always their
Huey exhibit and demonstration).

These photos are dedicated to the men who flew the Huey in
Vietnam…

The Wings and Rotors Air Museum is at the French
Valley Airport in Murietta, California. It was founded in 2000
by Rodgers (and an anonymous benefactor) and has several
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The Bell UH-1B Huey Specifications
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air shift front axle. Asking $5500 or best offer. Call Vinny, cell:973476-9544, home:973-635-2404. (10/13)
For Sale-A brand new, in box vinyl thee color 5-ton cargo cover for
$450, call Randy @ 973 219 4499. (9/13)
To add or remove listings from the Classifieds, please email
Dave Steinert at dsteinert@optonline.net or call 973-347-9091.
For Sale-“Hybrid” Jeep. M38 style Jeep with 1956 Bill of Sale. Has
a fiber glass body. Runs good. Asking $4500.00. Call Tom Weaver
at 973-627-9448. (9/14)
For Sale-M37 Deep Water Fording Kit NOS (still in wooden crate)
$350. Call Bill @ 315-689-9880 NY (9/14)
For Sale-1987 HMMWV M998 Outstanding HMMWV from 1999 auction.
11,298 miles. Always garaged. Meticulously maintained. New two-man
and 4-man tops. Many extras, grill guard, all manuals. No dents. No
corrosion. NJ title. Drive it home. $31,500. Pics: daveahl.jalbum.net.
David Ahl, 973-285-0716. swapmeetdave@aol.com (5/14)

For Sale- M38 parts- I have one windshield in good condition with
cracked glass $100. Pair of original fenders, take off, good condition,
easy repairs, $50 for the pair.Tool box lid, good condition $20. I also
have a grill and air cleaner but I believe they are from a CJ3A. Call
Mark Burghardt at
973-906-1069
or email for pics:
markkb@optonline.net (8/13)
For Sale-Assortment of M-35 and M-135/211 parts. Please email
your requests to ajtucophc@comcast.net
For Sale- 1959 M-100 trailer with a clean N.J. title,no rust,with extra set of
wheels. Someone cut a small door into the back panel that doesn't take away
from it. Otherwise in nice cond.that looks good.It comes with two military
generators (years unknown) also a bow and both brackets for a M-38 jeep
canvas top in it. $700. for all,located in central N.J. Call Phil Galvano 732539-4919

For Sale-M925A1 cargo truck, low mileage and hours. Starts right
up. everything works including winch. Good tires. $8000.00OBO If interested contact John Dorsch (John Dorsch Electric) 908689-8300 . (6/14)

For Sale-Parting out a M37, have both body & engine parts. I also have MB,
GPW and CJ Jeep parts, plus some wheels for a CJ. Call Tom Weaver at
(973)-627-9448.

For Sale-M35A2, a great running w/camo paint Deuce. Has heater
Jatonka fuel 7 oil filters, straight tailgate, new vinyl cab soft top. Has

For Sale-Mil Spec primers and paints, OD and Camo. WWII Jeep
frames, front, rears, transmissions, PTOs, GI grease and oils. Call
Paul Wadeson at (607)-637-2275.

For Sale-2-1/2 ton Vietnam era troop seats, muliti fuel, bows & winch. Runs
great, needs a little cab work, $3500. Ben Hale Trailer - 1 ton with bows,
lightly rusted, $300. 1968 M725 Ambulance - very nice shape - everything is
there. Rear gas heater, fresh paint, European tires, $3,500. M37 parts,
complete truck, part out with winch. Halftrack parts - call for your needs hood,
doors, radiators, rims, winch, lights, cab parts, armor, electrical etc. Call Dave
@917-567-6419, NY

have it mobile in my shop area. I am looking for a 2-axle landscape
or equipment trailer 12ft to 14 ft long. Used and rough shape is what
I am looking for. Better shape ok if the price is right, Doesn't need to
have ramps, rust ok :), 973 219 4499 or randy@aol.com
Wanted-For M725 drivers compartment pull out style heater control
cables, knobs are marked “heat, defrost and fresh air”. Marc Ziegler
(973) 263-1923.

For Sale-1952 M37 for parts, no engine, 1951 M37 in mint shape,
heat, winch, troop seats, 1968 M725 Jeep ambulance in great
shape, 1-ton trailer with bows, 2.5-ton w/winch, multi-fuel, troop
seats, runs great, needs sheet metal work. I’m looking for halftrack
parts, T16 carrier parts, 105 MM Howitzer. I will buy train wrecks for
cash.!! , or trade call me Dave at 1-917-567-6419.
For Sale-I have just received some of the adjustable legs for the rear
of the M-101, ¾-ton trailers. These are new in the box (NOS), CARC
color, $40 each plus shipping. I'm in Zip 21071 (Maryland). E-mail at
glengar@verizon.net, if interested. Tim Clark.

For Sale: Looking for a military vehicle? From projects to
ground-up Restorations and everything in between!
Check out:
WWW.USMILITARYVEHICLES.COM
Wanted: Early MB parts- I am looking for a pair of MB, 8 leaf front
leaf springs, windshield frame, rear seat, small mouth gas tank, solid
disk wheels. Call Mark Burghardt at 973-906-1069 or email:
markkb@optonline.net. (8/13)
Parts Wanted: All For Early M-38. Lower Crankshaft Pulley, The
Smaller One, W/O Winch; Lifting Bracket; Oil Filter Bracket;
Generator Support Bracket; Oil PSI Switch & Bracket. Robert 201226-9289.
Wanted -This is military vehicle related request, because I want to
put my Mil Shelter on it and set it up with all my truck tools. So, I can
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Military Transport Association
Of North Jersey
P.O. Box 393
Budd Lake, NJ 07828

The next MTA monthly meeting
will be held on Thursday, October 2nd,
8:00PM at the Whippany American
Legion Hall

The next MTA monthly meeting
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