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On The Cover- A beautifully restored 1917 FWD Model B
U.S. Army Truck that belongs to Don Chew.

MTA 2015 Officers and Staff
Tel: 973-219-4499

President- Randy Emr

Email: randyemr@aol.com

Vice President- Dennis Vecchiarelli

Tel: 973-338-9497

Email: dvecc907@gmail.com

Sergeant at Arms-Scott Fleck

Tel: 908-391-2777

Email:smokin_diesel62@yahoo.com

Treasurer-Ginnie McDevitt

Tel: 845-987-7896

Parade/Event Coordinator-Peter Schindo

Tel:201-456-4071

Email: info@peterschindo.com

Parade/Event Co-Coordinator-Tim Farrell

Tel:732-921-1175

Email:tashotrods@gmail.com

Membership Chairman-Fred Schlesinger

Tel:908-617-5066

Email: fred@mtaofnj.us

Recording Secretary-Vinny Schwartz

Tel: 973-635-2404

Email: vsaws@optonline.net

Newsletter Editor-Dave Steinert

Tel: 973-347-9091

Email: dsteinert@optonline.net

Web Master-George Wagner

Tel: 973-927-7616

Email:wagnergm@verizon.net

2014 Sussex Show Chairman- Bill Murphy

Tel: 973-527-3307

Email: bmurph411@gmail.com

THE NEXT MTA MEETING WILL BE HELD ON
THURSDAY, JANUARY 8TH 2014 at 8:00 PM AT THE
WHIPPANY AMERCAN LEGION, LEGION PLACE,
WHIPPANY, NJ. REFRESHMENTS WILL BE PROVIDED
BEGINNING AT 7:30PM.

Military Transport Association
Meeting Minutes for Thursday, December 4th 2014
The meeting was called to order by President Randy
Emr at 8:00p.m. A Pledge of Allegiance and Moment of
Silence was led by Andrew Salzano standing in as Sergeantat-Arms for Scott Fleck.
The minutes of the previous MTA meeting were
approved as they appeared in last month’s newsletter.
The Treasurer’s Report:

MTA of NJ Newsletter

Newsletter: Dave Steinert thanked Bill Murphy for taking the
minutes for last month’s meeting. He mentioned that going into
the winter months that the club activities would be slow and
made a pitch to members to think about writing articles for future
newsletters. They could be stories about your MV…your last
speeding ticket…perhaps your wife or girlfriend…any story is
welcomed!

Website: Membership applications have been synchronized
across all platforms. Some members noted disappointment
with how events are being updated on our website. Complaint
is that upcoming events are not posted to the website in a
timely manner. Please see the Event Coordinators simplified
explanation of how an event is entered into the data bases in
this newsletter.
Membership: Fred Schlesinger reports that it’s time to
renew your membership dues. The same process as last
year…the deadline will be the April 2015 swap meet
show...no payment by then…you are no longer a member.
Check your address label on all future newsletters to see
what your status is. Checks are preferred over cash.
2015 Show Report: Fred Schlesinger will continue to market
the grandstand space to vendors. We are hoping to drum up
more business for this centrally located covered space. A
suggestion was made to add a picture of the space to the show
website.
Need a MV photo for this year’s newspaper ads.
Members are encouraged to email the Show Clerk photos of their
vehicle to bmurph411@gmail.com.

NJNG Kosovo Support Mission: Gary Schultz reported that
happily he received a note from Sheila Zelaskowski, stationed
in Kosovo. She recently received the last few boxes that we
shipped just a few weeks ago.
From Sheila's note, it looks like our MTA support efforts
are truly international! We will be sending out a few more boxes
very soon.
Hi Gary

We received three packages of waffle house
support yesterday! You guys are great, and the flight company
sends you many, many thanks!
Like Randy says, the MTA is a great bunch of folks
always willing to help others. I worked the waffle house last
Sunday, here are a couple pics of the day. The waffles are
enjoyed by American, Croatian, Albanian, Turkish, German, &
Swiss soldiers, not to mention the civilians here too!
Thanks so much!!
Merry Christmas to all
Sheila
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Attendance: 35 Members Present – All food supplies were
completely wiped out
50/50: $45.00 to Winner Jack White.
Meeting was adjourned at 9:22PM.
Respectfully submitted by Bill Murphy

New Business: A $200.00 motion was approved to support
the NJNG Kosovo Support Mission Waffle Mission. Sheila is
In Country and reports that supplies arrived and used the
same day.
Randy mentioned this this is what the MTA is all
about and we need to start thinking about more related
charities that the club can support.
The date for our MTA Holiday Party is February
21st from 6 to 10 pm at the Picatinny Cannon Gate also
known as the Officers Club…same as last year $10 a
person. Please contact Brent Weaver with any questions.
Old Business: Tom McHugh was advised to order and
purchase American Made show shirts, despite the fact they
will be a little more expensive. Supporting America is what our
club is all about.

John Sobotka reports that the preliminary Toys
for Tots 2014 Campaign totals are: 18,336 toys and 18
bikes...as for the total for the 6 years of the train...over
80,000. Merry Christmas to all!

There were some questions on the show P&L. I believe these
figures were the finals:
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and send it to me. This is best way, because I can post this
on the website, c) mail it to me and I will scan it.
Mentioning an event during the meeting will give the
group a heads up but will be forgotten very quickly, so send
an email to insure the event will get posted. Any variation of
this could mean it will NOT be posted. Many times, I have
questions and need to get in touch with the requesting
group. Many emails to the MTA list doesn’t contain enough
info for contact.
Several emails were read stating, Toys for Tots dropoff and pick-up location was taking place at the XXX center;
no address, no contact, no phone number. Now, the member
has to get on line to get the information. This procedure
eliminates this.
Time Frame: I do email in the morning up to about
10am only, so the best time is to send the night before if not
early. If time allows, I can create the update webpage that
morning, otherwise, it is usually done the next day. When sent
to George, he has to post on his free time after work so it
could take 24-32-48 hours before it is actually posted. It’s
best to plan plenty of time in advance for all to read over a
two week period if possible.
When I see an email to the MTA list from someone
informing of an event and to contact them for additional info,
etc., this will be ignored for the webpage as you have
volunteered to handle this on your own. Fine. Send the info
described above and it will go on the webpage. Allow ample
time. This is the best we can do it under the “volunteering”
system. I welcome any comments for improvement.
Remember…put it in writing!!!

Process for Posting Events on the MTA Website
By Peter Schindo

Wow!...I was looking at the year-end roster and there
are quite a few names that are new to the club. Welcome all.
This is a good time to explain and review the
procedures of how the MTA lists events on the MTA website.
Here is the flow process:

When I receive Event info from a member that is
obvious for the MTA, I create the schedule page in an HTML
program on my laptop. It is then sent to George to place on
the website. If the event is questionable, I send the info to
Randy for approval before creating the webpage. Rare.
The info to be sent to me or Tim when asked for
military vehicles from a group, organization, etc., is, who,
what, when, where, contact name, phone number, and email
address. If they hand you a flyer, a) scan and send to me of
possible, or b) ask if they can email you the electronic version
MTA of NJ Newsletter

The U.S. Army Vehicles of the 1919 Transcontinental
Motor Convoy-Part I
By David Steinert

In the summer of 1919, a young Lieutenant Colonel
named Dwight D. Eisenhower participated in the first Army
transcontinental motor convoy. The expedition consisted of
eighty-one motorized Army vehicles that crossed the United
States from Washington, D.C. to San Francisco, a venture
covering a distance of 3,251 miles in 62 days. The expedition
was manned by 24 officers and 258 enlisted men. The major
objectives of the expedition were to test various military
vehicles, many developed too late for use in World War I, and
to determine by actual experience the feasibility of moving an
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army across the continent. The majority of the route the
convoy would take would later become Route 30, fondly
called the, “Lincoln Highway” and it would cross the United
States from New York City, NY to San Francisco, CA.
As stated in the book American Road by Pete Davis,
“In all there were eighty-one vehicles, carrying thirty-seven
officers and 258 enlisted men. There were forty-six trucks,
ranging in size from three-quarter-ton Dodge light-delivery
vans to monster Macks with over five tons in capacity. There
were Whites, Garfords, Packards, Rikers, and Four Wheel
Drives. Most were cargo trucks: two of them carried spare
parts, one contained a blacksmith’s shop, and two others
were complete mobile machine shops. For fuel, two tankers
carried 750 gallons of gas apiece, while a third carried the
same amount of water.
There were eleven passenger cars for the officers--Whites, Cadillacs and Dodges---and there were nine Indian
and Harley-Davidson motorbikes for the scouts. There were
five General Motor ambulances, two ambulance trailers, and
four kitchen trailers—two four-wheelers called Trailmobiles
and two two-wheelers called Liberties.
There was a pontoon trailer called a Loder, which
was at least in theory, going to get them across the Missouri
River at Omaha, There was a three-million-candlepower
searchlight mounted on a Cadillac chassis, there was a
Maxwell caterpillar tractor---and then there was the Militor”.
(What’s a Militor you ask? I will get to that strange vehicle in a
future installment).
Dealers en route supplied gasoline and tires to the
convoy; and the Firestone Tire and Rubber Company
provided 2 trucks (Packard & White, each 2-ton) fitted with
"giant cord pneumatic" tires and that carried spare standard
tires.

The Four Wheel Drive (FWD) Auto Company
Some of the U.S. Army vehicles that participated in
the 1919 Transcontinental Motor Convoy were built by the
Four Wheel Drive Auto Company, more often known as Four
Wheel Drive or just FWD. The company was founded in 1909
in Clintonville, Wisconsin, as the Badger Four-Wheel Drive
Auto Company by Otto Zachow and William Besserdich.
Zachow and Besserdich developed and built the first
successful four-wheel drive (4x4) car, the "Battleship", in
1908. Its success led to the founding of the company.
"Badger" was dropped from the name in 1910.

The success of the four-wheel drive in early military
tests prompted the company to switch from cars to trucks. In
two world wars, U.S. and Allied armies depended on such
four-wheel drive vehicles.
FWD vehicles were made with a track width of 4 ' 8½"
so they could quickly be used on a standard gauge railway
line merely by changing the wheels.

Over the next few issues of the Motor Pool
Messenger, I will attempt to describe and show in detail the
history and pictures of some of these vehicles that crossed
the country in the 1919 Transcontinental Motor Convoy. After
the convoy reached San Francisco, many of the observations
of what went right and what went wrong were documented
and from these documents many of the suggested design
changes and improvements to the participating vehicles can
be found on many of the modern day military vehicles of
today.
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A Canadian subsidiary was set up in conjunction with
Dominion Truck of Kitchener, Ontario by 1919. A British
subsidiary was set up at Slough in 1921 and in 1926, the
British FWD, also known as the Quad, was produced with a
larger 70 bhp engine.
In 1932, AEC (Associated Equipment Company) took
a controlling interest in the British company and began to use
more standard AEC components in the Slough-built vehicles.
To distinguish these from imported U.S. FWD vehicles, they
were marketed under the name Hardy. Production ceased
about 1936, but AEC exploited its experience with all-wheel
drive in its Second World War Matador (4x4) and Marshall
(6x6) vehicles. In 1958, the company's name was changed to
FWD Corporation.
In 1963, FWD acquired Seagrave Fire Apparatus who
then moved from their old location in Columbus, Ohio, to their
current location at FWD in Clintonville, Wisconsin. Many
tower ladders in the 1990s using Seagrave chassis were
branded as FWD. They used Baker Aerialscopes for the
boom which FWD had also acquired over the years along with
Almonte Fire Trucks.
Randolph Lenz, Chair of FWD's parent company,
Corsta Corp., became embroiled in a Federal Deposit
Insurance Corporation suit and in 2003 all assets of FWD:
FWD Corporation, Seagrave, Baker Aerialscope and Almonte
Fire Trucks were sold to an investment group headed by
former American LaFrance executive James Hebe. Today,
the Seagrave group is a flagship company of ELB Capital
Management.

November 1917, a new Dodge commercial car was offered
and it would later become a series-produced ambulance for
the American Expeditionary Forces (AEF) in WWI.

The Dodge Brothers’ Vehicles

At first the Dodge passenger car chassis was used to
build the light trucks, adopting the same reliable 24 hp fourcylinder motor capable of propelling the vehicle up to 60mph
at a time when trucks were averaging 25 mph, which was
considered normal road speeds for a truck. The Dodge
company also built light repair trucks for the Ordnance
Department.

The Dodge Brothers, Horace and John, two
successful machinists, began their automotive engineering
careers working with Henry Ford. They would eventually own
10% of the Ford Motor Company and then start their own
automotive company in July of 1914 after a falling out with
Henry Ford over differing business philosophies.
By November of 1914 the first car was rolling out of
the Dodge’s factory floor. It was a touring car, which
continued in production along with a roadster and sedan with
all these models being eventually used by the U.S. military.
Some records show that 250 Dodge vehicles were used in the
Punitive Expedition against
Pancho Villa in 1916.
Because of the design
and reliability of the Dodge
passenger cars, the U.S.
Army and Dodge formed
an ongoing partnership
almost from the beginning.
In only its second year
of manufacturing cars,
Dodge production was up
to 71,400 cars, fourth
behind
Ford,
Willys,
Overland and Buick.
Pressure from thousands of dealers and customers
was applied to Dodge to offer a light truck or commercial
chassis. By February 1917, the Hamtramck factory in Detroit
fabricated several delivery body light trucks without changing
the overall design of the basic Dodge passenger vehicle. In

The khaki-colored Dodge cars and light trucks had
assigned serial numbers painted in white using common
crude stencils, which became a sort of military tradition for
decades to come and so did the relationship and tradition
between Dodge and the U.S. Army providing vehicles for the
1919 Transcontinental Motor Convoy, and continued as the
United States entered WWI and continued to exist into WWII.
The story will continue with Part II in the next issue of
the Motor Pool Messenger…
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For Sale-1952 M37 for parts, no engine, 1951 M37 in mint shape, heat,
winch, troop seats, 1968 M725 Jeep ambulance in great shape, 1-ton
trailer with bows, 2.5-ton w/winch, multi-fuel, troop seats, runs great, needs
sheet metal work. I’m looking for halftrack parts, T16 carrier parts, 105 MM
Howitzer. I will buy train wrecks for cash.!! , or trade call me Dave at 1-917567-6419.

To add or remove listings from the Classifieds, please email
Dave Steinert at dsteinert@optonline.net or call 973-347-9091.

For Sale-“Hybrid” Jeep. M38 style Jeep with 1956 Bill of Sale.
Has a fiber glass body. Runs good. Asking $4500.00. Call
Tom Weaver at 973-627-9448. (9/14)
For Sale-M37 Deep Water Fording Kit NOS (still in wooden
crate) $350. Call Bill @ 315-689-9880 NY (9/14)
For Sale-1987 HMMWV M998 Outstanding HMMWV from
1999 auction. 11,298 miles. Always garaged. Meticulously
maintained. New two-man and 4-man tops. Many extras, grill
guard, all manuals. No dents. No corrosion. NJ title. Drive it
home. $31,500. Pics: daveahl.jalbum.net. David Ahl, 973285-0716. swapmeetdave@aol.com (5/14)
For Sale-M35A2, a great running w/camo paint Deuce. Has
heater Jatonka fuel 7 oil filters, straight tailgate, new vinyl cab
soft top. Has air shift front axle. Asking $5500 or best offer.
Call Vinny, cell:973-476-9544, home:973-635-2404. (10/13)
For Sale- M38 parts- I have one windshield in good condition
with cracked glass $100. Pair of original fenders, take off,
good condition, easy repairs, $50 for the pair.Tool box lid,
good condition $20. I also have a grill and air cleaner but I
believe they are from a CJ3A. Call Mark Burghardt at 973906-1069 or email for pics: markkb@optonline.net (8/13)

For Sale-I have just received some of the adjustable legs for the rear
of the M-101, ¾-ton trailers. These are new in the box (NOS), CARC
color, $40 each plus shipping. I'm in Zip 21071 (Maryland). E-mail at
glengar@verizon.net, if interested. Tim Clark.
For Sale: Looking for a military vehicle? From projects to ground-up
Restorations and everything in between! Check out:
WWW.USMILITARYVEHICLES.COM

Wanted: Early MB parts- I am looking for a pair of MB, 8 leaf front
leaf springs, windshield frame, rear seat, small mouth gas tank, solid
disk wheels. Call Mark Burghardt at 973-906-1069 or email:
markkb@optonline.net. (8/13)
Parts Wanted: All For Early M-38. Lower Crankshaft Pulley, The
Smaller One, W/O Winch; Lifting Bracket; Oil Filter Bracket;
Generator Support Bracket; Oil PSI Switch & Bracket. Robert 201226-9289.
Wanted -This is military vehicle related request, because I want to put my Mil
Shelter on it and set it up with all my truck tools. So, I can have it mobile in
my shop area. I am looking for a 2-axle landscape or equipment trailer 12ft to
14 ft long. Used and rough shape is what I am looking for. Better shape ok if
the price is right, Doesn't need to have ramps, rust ok :), 973 219 4499 or
randy@aol.com

Wanted-For M725 drivers compartment pull out style heater control
cables, knobs are marked “heat, defrost and fresh air”. Marc Ziegler
(973) 263-1923.

For Sale-Assortment of M-35 and M-135/211 parts. Please email
your requests to ajtucophc@comcast.net

For Sale- 1959 M-100 trailer with a clean N.J. title, no rust,
with extra set of wheels. Someone cut a small door into the
back panel that doesn't take away from it. Otherwise in nice
cond. that looks good. It comes with two military generators
(years unknown) also a bow and both brackets for a M-38
jeep canvas top in it. $700. for all, located in central N.J. Call
Phil Galvano 732-539-4919
For Sale-Parting out a M37, have both body & engine parts. I
also have MB, GPW and CJ Jeep parts, plus some wheels for
a CJ. Call Tom Weaver at (973)-627-9448.
For Sale-Mil Spec primers and paints, OD and Camo. WWII
Jeep frames, front, rears, transmissions, PTOs, GI grease
and oils. Call Paul Wadeson at (607)-637-2275.
For Sale-2-1/2 ton Vietnam era troop seats, muliti fuel, bows
& winch. Runs great, needs a little cab work, $3500. Ben
Hale Trailer - 1 ton with bows, lightly rusted, $300. 1968 M725
Ambulance - very nice shape - everything is there. Rear gas
heater, fresh paint, European tires, $3,500. M37 parts,
complete truck, part out with winch. Halftrack parts - call for
your needs hood, doors, radiators, rims, winch, lights, cab
parts, armor, electrical etc. Call Dave @917-567-6419, NY

MTA of NJ Newsletter

Page 7

January 1915

Military Transport Association
Of North Jersey
P.O. Box 393
Budd Lake, NJ 07828
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The next MTA monthly meeting
will be held on Thursday, January 8th,
8:00PM at the Whippany American
Legion Hall
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