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Membership Chairman-Fred Schlesinger
Tel:908-617-5066

Email: fred@mtaofnj.us

Recording Secretary-Vinny Schwartz
Tel: 973-635-2404

Email: vsaws@optonline.net

Newsletter Editor-Dave Steinert
Tel: 973-347-9091

Email: dsteinert@optonline.net

Web Master-George Wagner
Tel: 973-927-7616

Email:wagnergm@verizon.net

2014 Sussex Show Chairman- Bill Murphy
Tel: 973-527-3307
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THE NEXT MTA MEETING WILL BE HELD ON
THURSDAY, February 5TH 2015 at 8:00 PM AT THE
WHIPPANY AMERCAN LEGION, LEGION PLACE,
WHIPPANY, NJ. REFRESHMENTS WILL BE PROVIDED
BEGINNING AT 7:30PM.

Military Transport Association
Meeting Minutes for Thursday, January 8th 2015
The meeting was called to order by President Randy
Emr at 8:05p.m. A Pledge of Allegiance and Moment of
Silence was led by Randy.
The minutes of the previous MTA meeting were
approved as they appeared in last month’s newsletter.
The Treasurer’s Report as read by VP Dennis Vecchiarelli:

MTA of NJ Newsletter

Parades / Events: Members are reminded to check the MTA
Events Website for upcoming events. They are also encouraged
to contact either Randy Emr or Pete Schindo to add any events
that are of interest to our club members.
Assistant Parade Chairmen, Tim Farrell advised
members that the 2015 parade schedule is being finalized and
we anticipate the same towns signing up for parades again this
year.
Newsletter: Dave Steinert thanked Bill Murphy for taking the
minutes for last month’s meeting. He encouraged members to
submit articles for publication in the newsletter.
Toys for Tots: John Sobotka thanked all the MTA members
who helped with this year’s Toys for Tots Drive. The club
collected over 20,700 toys and 29 bicycles, and the toys are still
coming in!
Jack Pellington, the official Toys for Tots record
keeper, quoted the total number of toys collected for the pasted
six years at over 84,000 toys!!! John Sobotka also announced
the fact that no MTA funds were used this year to support the toy
drive in spite of the fact that $800.00 was gladly allocated to it by
our club members.

Membership: January is the time to re-new your 2015 MTA
membership! Membership Chairmen Fred Schlesinger, advised
that there were 35 paid members as of 1/8/15. Fred told
members that he is available to collect dues payments at our
monthly meetings or at the club table at the upcoming MTA show
in April. He advised that your membership will be terminated if
payment is not received by April, 2015. Fred prefers to be paid
by check for record keeping purposes.
And a word from Randy about membership dues:
“The MTA is a volunteer organization and a well-run one at that. As
in any volunteer organization the members have certain
responsibilities. The biggest one is to pay their dues, hopefully on
time. The newsletter has a clearly printed date on the address label,
if it says 2014 you are paid for 2014, if it has a 2015 you are paid for
2015. The membership dues are due every year…and at the same
time every year, this has been our policy since 1972! Cash is a no go
for payment, checks are the way to pay and the cancelled check is
your receipt, as is the way with many businesses and organizations.
The membership dues are not refundable and
not transferable and cannot be deducted as a charity expense. The
MTA does NOT send renewal notices, no one is getting a salary to
handle that amount of paper work. But with that being said If
someone feels we should, the membership would truly appreciate
you volunteering to handle this task. As previously stated, we are
ALL volunteers and as President I will appoint anyone wanting to
come get us up to speed with renewal notices.
We extend the grace period for the payment of the
membership dues until the annual show in April because so many
just don't pay until then. The chair persons you need to contact for
any info... ideas... help ...etc., are printed on the back of the front
page in every newsletter. There you will also see the club address, If
you can’t make it to the meetings, you can mail the dues to the club
at MTA, P.O. Box 393, Budd Lake, NJ 07828. If you want to mail
them directly to Fred Schlesinger, I am sure he will take your money.
I personally do NOT want your dues! After the April show anyone not
paid will stop receiving newsletters. If you stop receiving newsletters
this means your dues are not paid, if your dues were paid just send a
copy of your cancelled check to the club and we will get you back up
and running.
It is truly amazing how much work it takes to run all this
organization. Come be an active member and start enjoying all the
MTA has to offer! We do so much for so many!
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There are two types of membership dues $20.00 and
$25.00...$20 buys an individual membership only for the person
paying the $20…The Family membership is $25.00 and it covers a
husband, wife and children (UNDER 18). Once a sibling reaches 18
they are an adult and just like when my son Jesse turned 18, it then
cost me $40 instead of $25. Easy…right? OK, here is the good part,
if you have a close girlfriend or close boyfriend, we are all about you
guys having a family membership! It’s about having fun and being a
part of all we do! Thanks! Randy Pres. :)”

his father. Pat’s father recently died at the amazing age of
102 years old.
Randy concluded the meeting at 9:25p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
V.P. Dennis Vecchiarelli.

The MTA Holiday Party:
This year’s Holiday Party will be at the
same location as last year, the Officer’s Club in
Picatinny Arsenal. The date is Saturday
February 21th. from 6:00 p.m. to 10:30 p.m. The
price is $10.00 a head for club members and
their family.
Please RSVP Brent Weaver or the MTA
List to let him know you’re coming. We need a
head count of who’s coming for the caterer, as
well as, for the front gate security personnel.
OMS7: Steve Vidam addressed the members regarding the
maintenance and changing of a CUTV fuel filter. Steve
instructed members on the proper procedures to properly
inspect and maintain this critical part of the CUTV’s engine
system to ensure you get to where you want to go.
Pat Kruger got everyone’s attention as he
demonstrated the tools in his “bag of tricks” tool box. Pat’s
tool box contained some very interesting tools he used to
change hundreds of duece and other commercial truck tires
throughout his career. His most interesting tool, was a dandy
little item that shucked all the air out of a tire tube. It is
probably worth its weight in gold for anyone to have, who was
faced with repairing a tire tube on their military vehicle.
2015 Show Report: Everything is on track for another
successful MTA Show in April 2015. The show dates are
Saturday, April 18th and Sunday, April 19th. Bill Murphy is
working his administrative magic again for us this year.
The theme of our show this year is World War II. All
members with World War II vehicles are strongly encourage
to bring their vehicles. The 4H Poultry Building at the Sussex
Fairgrounds will be available again to secure and display
these amazing vehicles. Jerry Nolan has agreed to display
his beautifully restored WWII Command Car at the Chatterbox
Restaurant prior to the show.
Good of the Club: Randy Emr invited all interested club
members to consider running for elected office in 2016. The
elections are only a year away and anyone interested in
seeking elected office is strongly encourage to do so.
Randy raised a motion to begin sending care
packages to troops overseas. John Sobotka advised club
members of the fact that his son-in-law Don and his unit, are
being deployed to Korean in the very near future. John will
inquire as to what items to send that will be the most useful to
the troops. Randy also suggested that care packages be
prepared for shipping prior to our monthly meeting.
Randy also wished to express the club’s condolences
to club member Pat Lombardi and his family, for the loss of
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A SHORT SUMMARY OF OUR
BELOVED WWII MILITARY VEHICLES
Submitted by Harold Ratzburg
The first use of the internal combustion engine in war
was in 1914, when the taxicabs of Paris carried the some
2000 troops of the French Army to the Battle of the Marne. In
1916, the French supplied their army at Verdun with trucks,
another first. And by 1917 the British had developed the first
tanks. These vehicles and weapons pointed the way to the
future, primitive though they were by World War II standards.
One of the miracles of the war was the American
production of jeeps, trucks and tanks. The United States beat
the rest of the world combined in numbers (half of all the
weapons in the world in 1945 had been made in the USA),
and in most cases was far ahead in design and quality. The
US Jeep was the envy of the world’s armies; the Germans
loved the jeep. The jeep was a quarter ton vehicle that could
carry five passengers or 800 pounds of payload and tow an
antitank gun at the same time. Most jeeps had a pedestalmounted .50-caliber machine gun. With four wheel drive, they
could go almost anywhere. Wherever Americans fought, the
jeep was there, and dearly loved.
Detroit also beat the world in the design, quality, and
production of trucks. The two-and-a-half-ton truck, called “the
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deuce and a half” by the GIs, was unattractive to the eye and
uncomfortable to the driver and passengers, but it was a
marvel of utility. The “deuce and a half” made the Red Ball
Express possible, it carried supplies from the Normandy
beaches to the German
border in round-the-clock
operations. And it gave the
U.S. Army an unequaled
mobility. During the Battle of
the
Bulge,
Eisenhower
turned to the Red Ball to get
his reinforcements into the
fight. In one week, the Americans moved 250,000 men with
50,000 vehicles. Not even in Vietnam or the Persian Gulf was
the U. S. Army capable of moving so many men and so much
equipment so quickly
The DUKW (D, the code letter for the year of design,
(1942); U for amphibian; K for all wheel drive; and W for dual
rear axles)---the GIs called it a “DUCK”---was another
American innovation. It could carry twenty fully equipped
riflemen in considerable
comfort. It could make five
knots in a moderate sea
and fifty miles per hour on
land riding on oversized
rubber tires, without the
bounce of the “deuce and a
half” or the spring-less,
st
jarring of the jeep. Sergeant Ken Webster of the 101
Airborne said the DUKW “rides softly up and down, like a
sailboat in a gentle swell.” No other country had anything to
compare to it.
With its transportation capabilities, the U. S. Army
was able to accomplish many things. One of the most
important was the bridging of rivers. The combat engineers
could get their pontoons, Baily bridges (prefabricated of steel,
British designed), and other equipment to a crossing site and
throw up a bridge with amazing speed, often under fire.
America also made a bewildering variety of tracked
vehicles, ranging from self- propelled guns to tank destroyers
(basically tanks without a turret) to armored personnel
carriers. So did all the other combatants. But in the tracked
vehicle that mattered most, the tank, it was the opinion of
every American tanker that his Sherman was woefully inferior
to German and Russian tanks and not much better than the
poorly designed and poorly constructed Japanese tank.
The Sherman was a 32-ton tank with a 75-millimeter
cannon and a .50-caliber machine gun. It was no match for
the 1944 German models,
the Panther (43 tons) and
the
Tiger
(56
tons),
mounting a 75-millimeter
cannon and much heavier
armor than the Sherman.
One on one the Sherman
had no chance. But seldom
did Sherman’s have to fight
one on one, because there
were so many of them. By the end of 1944, German industry
had produced 24,630 tanks, the British 24,843. The
Americans, meanwhile turned out 88,410 tanks.

MTA of NJ Newsletter

For all their shortcomings, the Sherman’s were a
triumph of U.S. mass production techniques. They were far
more reliable than the competition. The Sherman had a top
speed of 40 kilometers and a Sherman’s tracks lasted for
4,000 kilometers, the Tigers for 900. The Sherman had a
faster-turning turret and was much more maneuverable.
The reason the United States did not have the
biggest, best-armored tank was that the tanks had to cross
the oceans before they could go into battle and number one
strategic shortage of the Allies was shipping. You could get
two Sherman’s on the deck of an LST for every heavier tank.
General Marshall made the decision to concentrate on lighter,
faster, easier-to-ship tanks. Further, U.S. preference was to
avoid tank-against tank battles in order to exploit a
breakthrough.
The Russian T-34, generally regarded as the best
tank of the era, was American–designed but built in the Soviet
Union. It was a 32-ton vehicle with a 85-millimeter cannon
and two light machine guns. Its top speed was 55 kilometers
per hour, its range 300 kilometers, and it was even more
maneuverable
than
the
Sherman. Its depressed
silhouette contrasted with
the high-profile Sherman
and made it a poor target,
while the slanted surfaces its
armor caused projectiles to
glance off. And the T-34s
were present in great
numbers; by the end of 1944 the Soviet Union had produced
105,251 tanks and self-propelled guns, more than half of
them T-34s.
The Japanese tank, designed in 1937 and hardly
upgraded, was 15 tons, with a top speed of 42 kilometers per
hour and a 47-millimeter cannon. Japan produced only 2,580
of them.
A major U.S. advantage was the skill of the GI when it
came to vehicles. The armored divisions had their own
maintenance battalions. Within two days of being put out of
action by German shells, maintenance battalions had about
half the damaged Sherman’s repaired and back on the line.
The GIs who had been working at gas stations and body
shops two years earlier had brought their mechanical skills to
Normandy, where they replaced damaged tank tracks, welded
patches on the armor and repaired engines. They stripped
tanks beyond repair for parts. The U.S. maintenance
battalions operated like a shop floor back in the States. The
men made their own decisions, got out their tools, and got
after the job. The Germans and Russians just left their
damaged tanks were they were.
HORRAY FOR THE U.S.A.!

So there you have it folks, a very brief summary of
WWII vehicles, with production numbers (if you care) and
other trivia that you may or may not already know. It was
written by STEPHEN AMBROSE, one of the outstanding
authors of books and articles about WWII. He wrote it for the
“American Heritage Magazine”----as a “New History of World
War II”, revised and updated at the time he wrote it.
I hope you have enjoyed it!
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The U.S. Army Vehicles of the 1919 Transcontinental
Motor Convoy-Part II
By David Steinert

Catoctin Mountains. A few vehicular break-downs occurred,
but nothing serious to delay the progress until they reached
Middle Creek near the town of Emmitsburg.

As the 1919 Transcontinental Motor Convoy began its
track across the country, the condition of the U.S. highway
system at that time needs to be examined.
In 1919, the automobile was just beginning to make
its introduction and acceptance by the American populace.
For most people, automobiles were a luxury only an affluent
family could afford. So, there was little demand, at the time,
for a sophisticated highway system that would stretch coast to
coast.
As the convoy began preparing for its trip across the
country, the organizers knew that they would face different
challenges and road conditions with a dependency being not
only on weather and geological landscapes, but also on the
extent local and state governments supported their by-ways
for automotive transportation. With the obvious being highly
populated areas would have better constructed roads then
sparsely populated regions.

The convoy left Washington D.C. on July 7, 1919 with
the people who organized it having several objectives in mind.
At the time, America was experiencing difficult times, with
much strife and grieving from a long drawn out war, the
country needed something to celebrate about. So, why not
show off an impressive collection of army equipment that
would exemplify the victory won in WWI by parading it across
the country.
Another objective was the conduct of detailed studies
of the current terrain and driving conditions in the event a
national emergency would precipitate the need for the army to
quickly move equipment coast to coast.
The army also considered the motor train to be an
excellent opportunity for recruiting purposes. With the
demobilization of over three million troops from the war effort,
the demonstration of its equipment on a national arena would
be a good initiative to draw fresh recruits.
In addition, the Motor Transport Corps (MTC) would
use the expedition to test and standardize the vehicles that
were currently being used by the army and evaluate their pros
and cons. But the most important objective to all concerned
was that the motor train was “the government’s contribution to
the Good Roads movement.” Washington had decided it was
time to get into the road-building business.
So as the convoy rumbled out of Washington D.C., it
made its way north through Maryland and headed through the
thriving farmlands bordered to the west by the low rise of the
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The roof on a covered bridge was too low for the
bodies of some of the trucks. The bridge was also assessed
at being too weak for the heavier vehicles. So, as the bigger
trucks forded the creek, gingerly navigating over rocks in the
water, the lighter trucks inched slowly through the bridge as
soldiers hacked boards from the roof until all the trucks could
pass.
Additional weak bridges held them up as they neared
the Pennsylvania line. They forded the creeks and took
muddy detours around roadwork. A fully loaded 10-ton mobile
machine shop got stuck in the mud. Two Mack trucks, in
tandem could not pull it out. Finally, the 165 horsepower
Militor managed to free the machine shop from the quagmire.
(What the hell is a Militor you ask?…stay tuned to Part III in
the next issue of MPM).
As they traveled further into Pennsylvania, and
started in a more westerly direction, the road conditions
improved. At this time, Pennsylvania actually had a State
Highway Department (Sometimes it seems like some of the
road crews back then are still working on the same roads
today!). So, the roads were comprised of good bituminous
macadam, making the travel quicker and easier for the
convoy. Something that would be lacking as the motor train
traveled further west.

The U.S. Army and Mack Trucks
The Mack Truck Company was founded in 1900 and
was initially called the Mack Brothers Company. It
manufactured its first truck in 1907 and adopted its present
name in 1922. After being founded in Brooklyn, New York,
the company's headquarters moved to Allentown,
Pennsylvania in 1905 and remain there until 2009, when they
moved to Greensboro, North Carolina. The entire line of Mack
products is still produced in Macungie, Pennsylvania, with
additional assembly plants in Pennsylvania, Maryland,
Australia, and Venezuela.
In 1914, Mack introduced the AB Model and in 1916 it
introduced the AC Model. Ultimately, over 40,000 of the AC
Models were sold.
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During WWI, Mack delivered over 6,000 trucks, both
to the United States Army and Britain's military. A legend
would surface that British soldiers would call for Mack
Bulldogs to be sent when facing an adversity.

In 1919, the United States Army conducted a
transcontinental project using Mack Trucks to study the need
for national highway systems. In the 1919 Transcontinental
Motor Convoy, the 5th Engineers' Company E of 2 officers
and 20 men headed the main body with the artillery's 5½-ton
Mack truck carrying a 5 ton Maxwell tractor (22,450 lbs total).
The 5½-ton was followed by three Mack cargo trucks,
carrying an assortment of supplies such as planks, steel
girders, hammers, tools, nails and other road and bridge
construction materials.

developed during WWI for use overseas on the standard
Mack engineered chassis. Unlike the FWD Trucks the Mack
trucks were all train drives.

During WWII, Mack built over 35,000 heavy duty
military trucks, mostly for export under Lend-Lease. None
were US Army standard types, all were designed and built
exclusively by Mack.
(The story continues in the next issue of Motor Pool
Messenger…)

A fourth Mack truck was a machine shop equipped
with a complete set of machine tools, such as a lathe, drill
press, grinder, etc., driven electrically by a 5 KW electric
generating set driven by an independent engine. The fifth
Mack truck was a blacksmith shop, complete with a forge,
anvils, a welding outfit and other metal working equipment. All
of these were the standard vehicles of the Corps of Engineers
MTA of NJ Newsletter
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To add or remove listings from the Classifieds, please email
Dave Steinert at dsteinert@optonline.net or call 973-347-9091.

For Sale-“Hybrid” Jeep. M38 style Jeep with 1956 Bill of Sale.
Has a fiber glass body. Runs good. Asking $4500.00. Call
Tom Weaver at 973-627-9448. (9/14)
For Sale-M37 Deep Water Fording Kit NOS (still in wooden
crate) $350. Call Bill @ 315-689-9880 NY (9/14)
For Sale-1987 HMMWV M998 Outstanding HMMWV from
1999 auction. 11,298 miles. Always garaged. Meticulously
maintained. New two-man and 4-man tops. Many extras, grill
guard, all manuals. No dents. No corrosion. NJ title. Drive it
home. $31,500. Pics: daveahl.jalbum.net. David Ahl, 973285-0716. swapmeetdave@aol.com (5/14)
For Sale-M35A2, a great running w/camo paint Deuce. Has
heater Jatonka fuel 7 oil filters, straight tailgate, new vinyl cab
soft top. Has air shift front axle. Asking $5500 or best offer.
Call Vinny, cell:973-476-9544, home:973-635-2404. (10/13)
For Sale- M38 parts- I have one windshield in good condition
with cracked glass $100. Pair of original fenders, take off,
good condition, easy repairs, $50 for the pair.Tool box lid,
good condition $20. I also have a grill and air cleaner but I
believe they are from a CJ3A. Call Mark Burghardt at 973906-1069 or email for pics: markkb@optonline.net (8/13)

For Sale-1952 M37 for parts, no engine, 1951 M37 in mint shape,
heat, winch, troop seats, 1968 M725 Jeep ambulance in great
shape, 1-ton trailer with bows, 2.5-ton w/winch, multi-fuel, troop
seats, runs great, needs sheet metal work. I’m looking for halftrack
parts, T16 carrier parts, 105 MM Howitzer. I will buy train wrecks for
cash.!! , or trade call me Dave at 1-917-567-6419.
For Sale-I have just received some of the adjustable legs for the rear
of the M-101, ¾-ton trailers. These are new in the box (NOS), CARC
color, $40 each plus shipping. I'm in Zip 21071 (Maryland). E-mail at
glengar@verizon.net, if interested. Tim Clark.

For Sale: Looking for a military vehicle? From projects to
ground-up Restorations and everything in between!
Check out:
WWW.USMILITARYVEHICLES.COM
Wanted: Early MB parts- I am looking for a pair of MB, 8 leaf front
leaf springs, windshield frame, rear seat, small mouth gas tank, solid
disk wheels. Call Mark Burghardt at 973-906-1069 or email:
markkb@optonline.net. (8/13)
Parts Wanted: All For Early M-38. Lower Crankshaft Pulley, The
Smaller One, W/O Winch; Lifting Bracket; Oil Filter Bracket;
Generator Support Bracket; Oil PSI Switch & Bracket. Robert 201226-9289.
Wanted -This is military vehicle related request, because I want to
put my Mil Shelter on it and set it up with all my truck tools. So, I can
have it mobile in my shop area. I am looking for a 2-axle landscape
or equipment trailer 12ft to 14 ft long. Used and rough shape is what
I am looking for. Better shape ok if the price is right, Doesn't need to
have ramps, rust ok :), 973 219 4499 or randy@aol.com
Wanted-For M725 drivers compartment pull out style heater control
cables, knobs are marked “heat, defrost and fresh air”. Marc Ziegler
(973) 263-1923.

For Sale-Assortment of M-35 and M-135/211 parts. Please email
your requests to ajtucophc@comcast.net

For Sale- 1959 M-100 trailer with a clean N.J. title, no rust,
with extra set of wheels. Someone cut a small door into the
back panel that doesn't take away from it. Otherwise in nice
cond. that looks good. It comes with two military generators
(years unknown) also a bow and both brackets for a M-38
jeep canvas top in it. $700. for all, located in central N.J. Call
Phil Galvano 732-539-4919
For Sale-Parting out a M37, have both body & engine parts. I
also have MB, GPW and CJ Jeep parts, plus some wheels for
a CJ. Call Tom Weaver at (973)-627-9448.
For Sale-Mil Spec primers and paints, OD and Camo. WWII
Jeep frames, front, rears, transmissions, PTOs, GI grease
and oils. Call Paul Wadeson at (607)-637-2275.
For Sale-2-1/2 ton Vietnam era troop seats, muliti fuel, bows
& winch. Runs great, needs a little cab work, $3500. Ben
Hale Trailer - 1 ton with bows, lightly rusted, $300. 1968 M725
Ambulance - very nice shape - everything is there. Rear gas
heater, fresh paint, European tires, $3,500. M37 parts,
complete truck, part out with winch. Halftrack parts - call for
your needs hood, doors, radiators, rims, winch, lights, cab
parts, armor, electrical etc. Call Dave @917-567-6419, NY
MTA of NJ Newsletter
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Military Transport Association
Of North Jersey
P.O. Box 393
Budd Lake, NJ 07828
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The next MTA monthly meeting
will be held on Thursday, February 5th,
8:00PM at the Whippany American
Legion Hall
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