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MTA 2015 Officers and Staff 
 

President- Randy Emr 
Tel: 973-219-4499                    Email: randyemr@aol.com 
 

Vice President- Dennis Vecchiarelli 
Tel:  973-338-9497                     Email: dvecc907@gmail.com 
 

Sergeant at Arms-Scott Fleck 
Tel: 908-391-2777                       Email:smokin_diesel62@yahoo.com 
 

Treasurer-Ginnie McDevitt 
Tel: 845-987-7896 
 

Parade/Event Coordinator-Peter Schindo 
Tel:201-456-4071                         Email: info@peterschindo.com 
          Parade/Event Co-Coordinator-Tim Farrell 
Tel:732-921-1175                   Email:tashotrods@gmail.com 
 

Membership Chairman-Fred Schlesinger 
Tel:908-617-5066                          Email: fred@mtaofnj.us 
         

Recording Secretary-Vinny Schwartz 
Tel:  973-635-2404                     Email: vsaws@optonline.net 
 

Newsletter Editor-Dave Steinert 
Tel: 973-347-9091                 Email: dsteinert@optonline.net 
 

Web Master-George Wagner 
Tel: 973-927-7616                 Email:wagnergm@verizon.net 
 

2015 Sussex Show Chairman- Bill Murphy 
Tel: 973-527-3307                       Email: bmurph411@gmail.com 
                                         

Alternate event ,Holiday Party Coordinator- 
Brent Weaver 

Tel:201-841-1269                        Email: Bweav10@gmail.com 
 

Czar of Electronic Media Communication- 
Brad Kerber 

Tel:973-632-9834                          Email:bkerber@optonline.net 
 

On The Cover- An example of one of the many variations of 
Liberty Trucks built for the U.S. Army during WWI. (See article  
on Page 3) 

THE NEXT MTA MEETING WILL BE HELD ON 
THURSDAY, March 5TH 2015 at 8:00 PM AT THE 
WHIPPANY AMERCAN LEGION, LEGION 
PLACE, WHIPPANY, NJ. REFRESHMENTS WILL 
BE PROVIDED BEGINNING AT 7:30PM. 

 
 

Military Transport Association 
 

Meeting Minutes for Thursday, February 5th 2015 
 

The meeting was called to order by President Randy Emr at 
8:00p.m. A Pledge of Allegiance and Moment of Silence was 
led by Assistant Sergeant-at-Arms Andy Salzano. 
Approximately two dozen members braved the bitter cold 
night to attend. 

 

The minutes of the previous MTA meeting were 
approved as they appeared in last month’s newsletter. 

 

The Treasurer’s Report as read by VP Dennis Vecchiarelli: 
 

 
 

Parades / Events: Members are reminded to check the MTA 
Events Website for upcoming events. They are also encouraged 
to contact either Randy Emr or Pete Schindo to add any events 
that are of interest to our club members.   

 

Toys for Tots: John Sobotka again thanked all the MTA 
members who helped with this year’s Toys for Tots Drive.  
The club collected over 20,700 toys and 29 bicycles, and the 
toys are still coming in to various collection points and are still 
being delivered to the marines at Picatinny Arsenal.   

President Emr advised members that Castle Printing 
of Roxbury, N.J. donated $1500.00 in printing materials, 
posters and flyers to help support this year’s Toys for Tots 
Program. Randy asked that they be recognized for their 
generosity. 
 

Membership: Membership Chairmen Fred Schlesinger, was 
at the meeting, lap top in hand, to assist members in 
renewing their MTA membership and to collect their dues. 
Fred advised members that he is available to collect dues at 
our monthly meetings, as well as, at the club table at the 
upcoming MTA show in April. He advised that your 
membership will be terminated if payment is not received by 
April, 2015.  

Speaking of membership, three new members were 
present at this month’s meeting and each received a hearty 
welcome from everyone in attendance.  The new members 
are Bill Dekker and his son Grant and Nick Morello.  
Welcome aboard, gentlemen! 

 

OMS7: Steve Vidam was not at the meeting, but President 
Emr advised everyone that Steve’s wife recently suffered a 
stroke but, is recovering nicely!  Our thoughts and prayers go 
out to Steve’s wife for her speedy recovery. 

 

2015 Swap Meet/Show Report: Everything is on track for 
another successful MTA Show in 2015.  The show dates are 
Saturday April 18th and Sunday 19th.  Bill Murphy is working 
his administrative magic dealing with all the big and small 
details necessary to make the show another resounding 
success this year.  He reports that all is going well so far.  
President Emr asked for volunteers for both setting up before 
the show and especially after the show on Sunday. 
Volunteers are always welcome and there will be an email 
going out to the list in the near future asking members for 
their help. 

All members with World War II vehicles are strongly 
encouraged to bring their vehicles to this year’s show. The 
Poultry Building will be available again to secure and display 
their vehicles. Any other members who would also like to 
utilize the building to keep their “babies” warm and dry at 
night can use it too! 
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Show Vendor Chairman Fred Schlesinger advised us 
that there are still vendor spaces available and sales are on 
track.  The Grand Stand area will also be available for rental 
space, just like at last year’s show.  Fred anticipates that all or 
most of the vendor spaces will be rented by show time! 

President Emr advised that several Cross Fit Gyms 
will be participating in this year’s truck and jeep pulls at our 
show.  If you know of any team (10 persons) who would like 
to come out and participate, have them contact us.  We would 
love to have them.  This year, the winning team will receive a 
large trophy to commemorate their victory!  

Show signs will be available at our next regular 
meeting in March for anyone needing lawn signs or new 2015  
show date stickers for last year’ s signs.  

The club’s new Chairman of Electronic 
Communications Brad Kerber, advised that show flyers and 
show information has been forwarded to various military 
vehicle websites such as G503 and Steel Soldier advertising 
this year’s MTA Show.  Thanks Brad for helping us get the 
word out on our show! 

 
 

Good of the Club: Randy Emr again invited all interested 
club members to consider running for elected office in 2016.  
The elections are only a year away and anyone interested in 
seeking elected office is strongly encourage to do so.    

 

Randy concluded the meeting at 9:30p.m.  
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
V.P. Dennis Vecchiarelli. 
 

 
 
  
 
 

 

The Liberty Trucks of World War I 
By David Steinert 

 
The United States entered WWI in April 6th, 1917. 

Already, war had been raging in Europe for nearly three 
years. Battling European armies had made good use of the 
different varieties of transportation that were available at the 
time, this included, animal, motorized and railway systems. 
The United States Army had just returned from its 
involvement in the Punitive Expedition in Mexico that year 
where it had begun to experiment with motorized transport. 
During the Punitive Expedition the U.S. Army had 
experienced the advantages of motorized trucks, where 
mobility, endurance and speed far exceeded the ability of its 
conventional horse drawn equipment. 

The Quartermaster Corps quickly found out that 
compared to a horse, the maintenance of a truck was a 
nightmare. It was also realized that a truck of standard design 
and interchangeable parts was a requirement for the Army. 
To investigate these issues, a design committee was formed 
of Quartermaster officers, Society of Automotive Engineers 
members, and volunteers from the truck manufacturing 

companies. The design committee agreed that a 3 to 5 ton 
cargo truck was a critical need for the army. The truck needed 
a large engine, a large gasoline tank, a large radiator and the 
vehicle must have maximum ground clearance. Other 
requirements agreed upon were a 4-speed transmission with 
low gear reduction, demountable tires that are standard size, 
3-point suspension with alloy steel springs and a locking 
differential. Final design for a standard Army truck proceeded 
quickly…thus the birth of the Liberty Truck.  

The Liberty Truck was ultimately designed by the 
Motor Transport section of the Quartermaster Corps in 
cooperation with the members of the Society of Automotive 
Engineers. 

 In October 1917, two prototype trucks were driven 
overland to the War Department in Washington D.C. for 

extensive trials. The 
Standard B truck was 
the most desirable and 
received highest praise 
during testing. Dubbed 
the "Liberty", it was a 4 
x 2, 3-ton truck. The 
results of the trials 
were so successful that 
by mid -November, the 
government had signed 

contracts for all the interchangeable components. The 
Standard B Liberty truck started full production in April of 
1918 and continued until the end of the war. During the war, 
the American truck industry produced over 118,000 trucks of 
all types including Liberty’s, but only a little over 50,000 were 
sent overseas. 

The characteristics of the power train for the first 
Standard B “Liberty” truck was a  425 cu in (4-3/4 x 6") L-head 
engine, 4 cycle, 52 bhp coupled with a four speed 
transmission that gave the truck a top speed of 15 miles per 
hour. The length of the vehicle was 261 inches with a width of 
84 inches and a height of 75 inches with a wheel base of 160 
½-inches. It had 4 gears forward and one reverse gear. It had 
two 36 X 5 front tires and two dual rear tires. 
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There were two other classes of vehicles required by 
the Quartermaster Corps, a Standard A, 2-ton vehicle and a 
Standard AA, ¾-ton vehicle. These were both designed at the 
same time as the Standard B and used the same 
interchangeable parts. The Standard B, 3-ton was the only 
truck that went into full scale production. 
             Volunteers from the following commercial 
manufacturers assisted in the standard design of the Army 
truck, and included: 

 

Kelley-Springfield Motor Truck Co, 
Springfield, Ohio 
International Motor Co, New York 
Gramm-Bernstein Motor Truck Co, 
Lima, Ohio 
Dorris Motor Car Co, St Louis, 
Missouri 
Republic Motor Truck Co, Alma, 
Michigan 
Kissell Motor Car Co, Hartford, 
Wisconsin 
Service Motor Truck Co, Wabash, 
Indiana 
Velie Motors Corps, Moline, Illinois 
United States Motor Truck Co, 
Cincinnati 
Seldon Motor Vehicle Corp, 
Rochester, NY 
Dart Motor Truck Co, Waterloo, 
Iowa 
Denby Motor Truck Co, Detroit, 
Mich 
Thomas & Thomas, Detroit, Mich 
Winther Motor Truck Co, Kenosha, 
Wisc 
Sterling Motor Truck Co, 
Milwaukee, Wisc 
Packard Motor Car Co, Detroit, 
Mich 
Pierce-Arrow Motor Car Co, 
Buffalo, NY 
Westinghouse electric & Mfg Co, 
Pittsburg 
Splitdorf Electrical Co, Newar, NJ 
Dayton Engineering Labs Co, 
Dayton, Ohio 
Bijur Motor Lighting Co, Hoboken, 
NJ 
Wagner Electric Mfg Co, St. Louis, 
Missouri 
Remy Electric Co, Anderson, 
Indiana 

Timken Detroit Axle Co, Detroit, 
Mich 
Sheldon Axle & Spring Co, 
Wilkes-Barre, Penn 
Russell Axle Co, North Detroit, 
Mich 
Columbia Axle Co, Cleveland, 
Ohio 
Torbensen Axle Co, Cleveland 
Ohio 
The Autocar Co, Ardmore, Penn 
Waukesha Motor Co, Waukesha, 
Wisc 
Wisconsin Motor Co, West Allis, 
Wisc 
Hercules Motor Co, Canton, Ohio 
Hinkley Motor Co, Detroit, Mich 
Continental Motor Co, Detroit, 
Mich 
Buda Motor Co, Harvey, Illinois 
William & Harvey Rowland, Inc, 
Philadelphia 
Bock Bearing Co, Toledo, Ohio 
Muncie Gear Works, Muncie, 
Indiana 
McCord Mfg Co, Detroit, Mich 
Covert Gear, Detroit, Mich 
Brown-Lipe Gear Co, Syracuse, 
NY 
Detroit Gear & Machine Co, 
Detroit, Mich 
Warner Gear Co, Muncie Indiana 
International Motor Car Co, New 
York 
Standard Parts Co, Cleveland, 
Ohio 
Engineering Editor, The 
Automobile & Automotive 
Industries. 

 
 
When the war in 
Europe ended on 

November 11, 
1918, the United 

States Army 
would have the 

best 
transportation 
network in the 

world. 
 

 
 

 

http://www.mvpa.org
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The U.S. Army Vehicles of the 1919 Transcontinental 
Motor Convoy-Part III 

By David Steinert 
 

 In the last issue of MPM, the 1919 Transcontinental 
Motor Convoy was making its way through Pennsylvania on 
its way to the Pacific. 
 As the convoy made its way through Pennsylvania, 
which today is Route 30, there were celebrations, speeches, 
dinners and fireworks in almost every town and city in the 
state. Even with the condition of the roads being comprised of 
good bituminous macadam, it was estimated by Eisenhower 
that it took the convoy, as it made its way through 
Pennsylvania, twenty-nine hours to cover 165 miles, an 
average speed of less than six miles an hour. 
 Along the way there were always trucks having 
mechanical issues with vehicles struggling to make steep 
grades as the convoy climbed its way over the Allegheny 
Mountain range. And there were always the unexpected 
accidents.  East of Greensburg, Pa, the road was rather slick 
from a recent heavy rain. On the slopes and turns of the 
Alleghenies, brakes were dragging and engines were 
overheating, vehicles were stalling. One of the Garford trucks, 
a variation of a Liberty truck, burned out its engine bearings 
when the crankcase opened up and all the oil drained out. A 
Dodge delivery truck lost control coming down one of the 
steep slopes and careened into one of ambulance trailers and 
punctured its radiator. The Militor took both the Garford and 
Dodge under tow, and a disabled kitchen trailer also. (What’s 
a Militor you ask?...stay tuned!). 
 

 
 

 Then later in the same day, as the convoy was 
cresting Laurel Hill Summit, and was easing its way down the 
steep grade towards the town of Ligonier, a severe 
thunderstorm hit. Lightning flashed and burst all around the 
convoy. Thunderclaps echoed around them with a pouring 
rain, one bolt of lightning struck a tree fifty yards behind a GM 
cargo truck. Startled, the driver skidded clean off the road and 
the truck slid down the hillside. Luckily no was hurt…since 
there were no enclosed cabs on these trucks and they 
traveled at such a low speed, all the passengers on board, 
were able to jump clear as they watched the truck tumble 
down the hill. 
 As the convoy reached Pittsburgh it was met with an 
enthusiastic crowd that lined the streets of the city cheering 
on the parade of military vehicles. Again, with all the civil 
courtesies and celebrating the speed of the convoy was 
reduced to a snail’s pace. But, it continued out of Pittsburgh in 
a northwest direction and crossed the Allegheny River over 

the Sixth Street Bridge and followed the river into the village 
of Sewickley where the convoy halted for the night. It was 
now Saturday July 12th 1919. 
 The next morning the convoy continued to hug the 
banks of the Allegheny until the town of Beaver where it 
pulled away from the river and headed northwest and made 
its way across the state border arriving in East Palestine, 
Ohio. Along the way, road conditions had diminished with lots 
of ruts and chunks of dirt making the trip hard on the vehicles, 
mechanics were constantly struggling to keep them from 
disrepair. They had made the 35 mile trip in seven and half 
hours. 
 

  

The reason for the bad road conditions was that by 
traveling to East Palestine, the convoy had temporary left the 
route of the nicely macadam Lincoln Highway to visit with the 
tire magnate, Harvey Firestone. Firestone had a large 
influence on the recent economic growth of East Palestine 
with the increase need and business in car tires. There were 
luncheons and dinners for all the soldiers, and the extra day 
layover here, provided some time to repair and adjust some of 
the convoy’s vehicles and equipment.  

The convoy then continued to Alliance, Ohio for 
another “political” commitment before continuing back on to 
the Lincoln Highway in Canton. As in Pennsylvania, by 1919 
much of the highway in Ohio was also paved. Actually most of 
the highway was done in brick with many of the bricks being 
made in Canton. 

 

 
 

The road followed the contours of the Ohio 
landscape, snaking through the rich green farmland, and 
meandering over gently rolling hills. When they built roads 
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back then, budgets would not allow for the cutting or scraping 
of a modest hill for the road, so there were a lot of sharp right 
or left hand turns to avoid any natural obstacles. With the 
majority of the road being paved with bricks, the uneven 
surface created a bone jolting rattle and shudder to the 
drivers and passengers of the convoy as the solid rubber tires 
rumbled across the brick surface. And this condition would be 
incremented with the increase speed of the vehicles. 

Shortly after a lunch and a parade in Canton, one of 
the Liberty Trucks collided with a Ford civilian truck about four 
miles west of the city. The Ford was wrecked, but luckily the 
driver was not hurt. 

The convoy continued on its way to Wooster and the 
road continued to have good brick paving. They made eighty-
three miles in nine hours. There continued to be minor 
mechanical issues with some of the vehicles…magnetos and 
carburetors acted up, a leaking radiator here and a loose 
steering wheel there, a cylinder head blew on a Dodge and 
two Garfords became lame…but there was always the Militor 
to tow them to the nearest town. 

They camped in the fairgrounds near Wooster and 
like every other town along their route, the citizens welcomed 
them with meals and drink. During the night it rained heavily 
and the convoy had some trouble getting out of the camp 
grounds and it continued to rain hard as they continued on 
their course. There were detours around some of the road 
work being done with mud eight to ten inches deep. Sixty-
three miles through Ashland, Mansfield, and Galion to 
Bucyrus took nearly twelve hours. Along the way, one of the 
tanker’s rear wheels crashed through the floor of a wooden 
bridge. The tanker was finally towed out, but it took engineers 
three hours to repair the bridge so the rest of the convoy 
could cross it. 

 

 
 

They staggered through the rich farmlands of central 
Ohio, taking slight detours from the Lincoln Highway where 
road conditions were found to be impassable. They reach the 
town of Bucyrus, where again the soldiers were treated very 
well and continued on to Upper Sandusky, then made due 
west through Williamstown and Beavertown to their stop in 
Dephos, where the citizens lined the streets with great 
enthusiasm for the convoy. The soldiers were treated like 
royalty here, with luncheons, dinners and recreation.  

The next day the convoy made its way toward the 
Indiana State Line. Things seem to be running a little more 

smoothly along this stretch of the Lincoln Highway, but toiling 
far behind with breakdowns in tow, was the Militor. Picking up 
and towing straggling vehicles that could not be repaired 
quickly. 
 

Packard Motor Car Company and the U.S. Army 
 

Packard was an American luxury automobile marque 
built by the Packard Motor Car Company of Detroit, Michigan, 
and later by the Studebaker-Packard Corporation of South 
Bend, Indiana. The first Packard automobiles were produced 
in 1899, and the last in 1958. 

During WWI, Packard contributed to the war effort 
with building some of the Liberty Trucks. At least one of these 
trucks took part in the Transcontinental Motor Convoy of 1919 
as per the picture below. This was a 1-1/2 Ton Cargo truck. 

 

 
 

 
 

(The story of the 1919 Transcontinental Motor 
Convoy continues in the next issue of Motor Pool 
Messenger…and find out what the hell a Militor is!) 
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To add or remove listings from the Classifieds, please email 
Dave Steinert at dsteinert@optonline.net or call 973-347-9091. 
 
For Sale-WWII French rebuilt Dodge engine complete in 
crate. Engine will not turn over by hand. $1000, call Rand at 
(973)-334-1103. (3/15) 

 
For Sale-I am selling my 3/4 ton trailer, no racks or bows 
$650, Call Randy 973-219-4499. (3/15) 

 
For Sale-“Hybrid” Jeep. M38 style Jeep with 1956 Bill of Sale. 
Has a fiber glass body. Runs good. Asking $4500.00. Call 
Tom Weaver at 973-627-9448. (9/14) 

 
For Sale-M37 Deep Water Fording Kit NOS (still in wooden 
crate) $350. Call Bill @ 315-689-9880 NY (9/14) 

 
For Sale-1987 HMMWV M998 Outstanding HMMWV from 
1999 auction. 11,298 miles. Always garaged. Meticulously 
maintained. New two-man and 4-man tops. Many extras, grill 
guard, all manuals. No dents. No corrosion. NJ title. Drive it 
home. $31,500. Pics: daveahl.jalbum.net. David Ahl, 973-
285-0716. swapmeetdave@aol.com   (5/14) 

 
 For Sale-M35A2, a great running w/camo paint Deuce. Has 
heater Jatonka fuel 7 oil filters, straight tailgate, new vinyl cab 
soft top. Has air shift front axle. Asking $5500 or best offer. 
Call Vinny, cell:973-476-9544, home:973-635-2404. (10/13) 

 
For Sale- M38 parts- I have one windshield in good condition 
with cracked glass $100. Pair of original fenders, take off, 
good condition, easy repairs, $50 for the pair.Tool box lid, 
good condition $20. I also have a grill and air cleaner but I 
believe they are from a CJ3A. Call Mark Burghardt at 973-
906-1069 or email for pics: markkb@optonline.net (8/13) 

 
For Sale-Assortment of M-35 and M-135/211 parts. Please email 
your requests to ajtucophc@comcast.net 

 
For Sale- 1959 M-100 trailer with a clean N.J. title, no rust, 
with extra set of wheels. Someone cut a small door into the 
back panel that doesn't take away from it. Otherwise in nice 
cond. that looks good. It comes with two military generators 
(years unknown) also a bow and both brackets for a M-38 
jeep canvas top in it. $700. for all, located in central N.J. Call 
Phil Galvano 732-539-4919  

 
For Sale-Parting out a M37, have both body & engine parts. I 
also have MB, GPW and CJ Jeep parts, plus some wheels for 
a CJ. Call Tom Weaver at (973)-627-9448. 

 
For Sale-Mil Spec primers and paints, OD and Camo. WWII 
Jeep frames, front, rears, transmissions, PTOs, GI grease 
and oils. Call Paul Wadeson at (607)-637-2275. 

 
For Sale-2-1/2 ton Vietnam era troop seats, muliti fuel, bows 
& winch. Runs great, needs a little cab work, $3500.  Ben 

Hale Trailer - 1 ton with bows, lightly rusted, $300. 1968 M725 
Ambulance - very nice shape - everything is there. Rear gas 
heater, fresh paint, European tires, $3,500. M37 parts, 
complete truck, part out with winch. Halftrack parts - call for 
your needs hood, doors, radiators, rims, winch, lights, cab 
parts, armor, electrical etc. Call Dave @917-567-6419, NY  
 
For Sale-1952 M37 for parts, no engine, 1951 M37 in mint  shape, 
heat, winch, troop seats, 1968 M725 Jeep ambulance in great 
shape, 1-ton trailer with bows, 2.5-ton w/winch, multi-fuel, troop 
seats, runs great, needs sheet metal work. I’m looking for halftrack 
parts, T16 carrier parts, 105 MM Howitzer. I will buy train wrecks for 
cash.!! , or trade    call me Dave at 1-917-567-6419.  

 
For Sale-I have just received some of the adjustable legs for the rear 
of the M-101, ¾-ton trailers. These are new in the box (NOS), CARC 
color, $40 each plus shipping. I'm in Zip 21071 (Maryland). E-mail at 
glengar@verizon.net, if interested. Tim Clark. 

 
For Sale: Looking for a military vehicle?  From projects to 

ground-up Restorations and everything in between! 
Check out: 

WWW.USMILITARYVEHICLES.COM 
 

Wanted: Early MB parts- I am looking for a pair of MB, 8 leaf front 
leaf springs, windshield frame, rear seat, small mouth gas tank, solid 
disk wheels. Call Mark Burghardt at 973-906-1069 or email: 
markkb@optonline.net. (8/13) 

 
Wanted -This is military vehicle related request, because I want to 
put my Mil Shelter on it and set it up with all my truck tools. So, I can 
have it mobile in my shop area. I am looking for a 2-axle landscape 
or equipment trailer 12ft to 14 ft long. Used and rough shape is what 
I am looking for. Better shape ok if the price is right, Doesn't need to 
have ramps, rust ok :), 973 219 4499  or randy@aol.com 

 
Wanted-For M725 drivers compartment pull out style heater control 
cables, knobs are marked “heat, defrost and fresh air”. Marc Ziegler 
(973) 263-1923.  
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Military Transport Association 
Of North Jersey 

P.O. Box 393 
Budd Lake, NJ 07828 

 

 
  

                              
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The next MTA monthly meeting  
will be held on Thursday, March 5th,  
8:00PM at the Whippany American  
Legion Hall 
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