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On The Cover-During WWI, carrier pigeons, carried by mobile
pigeon lofts, were still used to transport messages back to
headquarters from the front lines.

MTA 2015 Officers and Staff
President- Randy Emr
Tel: 973-219-4499

Email: randyemr@aol.com

Vice President- Dennis Vecchiarelli
Tel: 973-338-9497

Email: dvecc907@gmail.com

Sergeant at Arms-Scott Fleck
Tel: 908-391-2777

Email:smokin_diesel62@yahoo.com

Treasurer-Ginnie McDevitt
Tel: 845-987-7896

Parade/Event Coordinator-Peter Schindo
Tel:201-456-4071

Email: info@peterschindo.com

Membership Chairman-Fred Schlesinger
Tel:908-617-5066

Email: fred@mtaofnj.us

Recording Secretary-Vinny Schwartz
Tel: 973-635-2404

Email: vsaws@optonline.net

Newsletter Editor-Dave Steinert
Tel: 973-347-9091

Email: dsteinert@optonline.net

Web Master-George Wagner
Tel: 973-927-7616

Email:wagnergm@verizon.net

2015 Sussex Show Chairman- Bill Murphy
Tel: 973-527-3307

Email: bmurph411@gmail.com

Alternate event ,Holiday Party CoordinatorBrent Weaver
Tel:201-841-1269

Email: Bweav10@gmail.com

Czar of Electronic Media CommunicationBrad Kerber
Tel:973-632-9834
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THE NEXT MTA MEETING WILL BE HELD ON THURSDAY, JUNE
4th 2015 AT 7:30 PM AT THE WHIPPANY AMERCAN LEGION,
LEGION PLACE, WHIPPANY, NJ. REFRESHMENTS WILL BE
PROVIDED BEGINNING AT 7:00PM.

MTA April 2015 Postmortem Show Report: Chairman Bill
Murphy reported that due to the great weather during our show
weekend, attendance this year was strong with over 2817 paid
attendees estimated. No major incidence reported and all had a
great time. The members in attendance gave Bill a round of
applause for doing such a superb performance in managing the
show details…Great Job Bill!
Al “Cookie” Mellini took the floor and reported that the
kitchen had a very successful show also, hot dogs and
sandwiches sold like “hot cakes” (So why don’t we add hot cakes
to the menu next year?). The entire menu worked out well.
Cookie said the help in the kitchen was superb and wanted to
thank the following people for their dedication and help: Truck
Hauling (food and equipment): Mark Mellini and Lou Canpanile;
Food Ordering: Anita Roberts; Cashiers: Jack White (morning)
and Jeff Bennett (afternoon); Breakfast Cooks: Joe Travelli and
Chris Van Orden; (Hot) Dog Team: Chris Mazzai and Vinnie
Mazzai. Great help with the sandwiches from TJ & Ryan from
Villa Capri and also CERT! (Great job by everyone and a special
thanks to Cookie for his dedication and hard work…Thank you!)
Parade Report: It was reported that Chairman Peter Schindo
had concerns that member registrations to support our many
Memorial Day parade activities was very light this year and may
result in the MTA having to cancel support for several long
standing parade commitments. Many emails to the MTA list have
been sent out with requests and schedules have been posted.
During the meeting, Pat Dolan raised Peter on the phone. Peter
is still a snow bird and living in FL through May. Pat went over
each parade with Peter and the membership via phone call and
several members signed up on the spot to support parades, but
we are still light in parade support. (Editor’s Note: It appears that
many members have stepped up and it looks like all the parade
commitments will be fulfilled! What a great job by our
membership!)
OMS 7 Report: Steve Vidam presented maintenance tips for
brake system troubleshooting on M35 A2 Series trucks. Some of
the problems that might be experienced by owners of these
vehicles is:
1.

Military Transport Association

Meeting Minutes for Thursday, May 7th 2015
The meeting was called to order by Vice President
Dennis Vecchiarelli at 7:35 p.m. A Pledge of Allegiance and
Moment of Silence was led by Andy Salzano. There were 22
members in attendance.

2.

Prior minutes approved!
3.

Treasure’s Report: Dennis Vecchiarelli read the following
treasury report from Ginnie McDevitt:

4.

Brake pedal sinks to the floorboard-Check master
cylinder for level of brake fluid. If the level is low, fill
to top of master cylinder, use Dot 5 Silicon fluid only!
Pump brake pedal by hand until the pedal comes
back to the top and is firm. Check underneath the
truck for leaks in the brake lines. Repair ASAP if
necessary!
Truck pulls to one side when the brakes are
applied.-This could happen if one of the front tires
has a low PSI of air. If PSI is ok, there might be
grease, oil or brake fluid on the shoes or the wheel
cylinders are leaking. Repair ASAP!
1 and 2…Low air buzzer won’t shut off/gauge reads
below 65 PSI.-Don’t panic, you will still have manual
brake action. The truck will stop, but with very hard
pressure on the pedal. Check for air leaks first, or it
could be a loose or broken compressor belt.
Hand brake does not hold parked truck-Adjust by
turning knob on handle of parking brake, if this does
not work, a major adjustment at the parking brake
shoes should be done. Check for worn shoes in the
parking brake drum…
…If all else fails call your mechanic!
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Newsletter Report: Editor Dave Steinert thanked Harold
Ratzburg, Gary Schultz and all those who contributed to last
month’s newsletter.

Military History given to Florida
Elementary School Students

For the Good of the Club: Some debate arose as the name of
the owner of the “Pink Panther” SAS Land Rover that won “Best
of Show” this year at the Swap Meet. If anyone knows the name
of the owner, please contact Dave Steinert at 973-347-9091 or
dsteinert@optonline.net.
Dues are due! It’s that time of year! All dues are
expected to be in by end April. Those members that have not
paid up will be dropped from the membership list starting with the
May issue of the newsletter.
John “JP” Parrinello noted that he is planning a club
sponsored picnic to support the NJNG at the Dover Armory on
July 18th.
Topic of re-issuing club membership ID cards came up.
No conclusion on the subject, but all agreed that with new
members we may need to start re-issuing ID cards again.
Show communication issues were raised by several.
There appears to be issues with the radio communication
protocols used by the club members making it difficult to
consistently be heard and understood when using radios at the
show. Topic to be addressed at the next meeting.
And finally, a special award this night was made by VP
Dennis Vecchiarelli and the club to our one and only WWII
Veteran, Jack Bennett – Jack was awarded with a special MTA
hat with embroidered Vet of the Year patch sewn on.
Congratulations Jack and thank you for your service!

So, what does one do during the winter in Florida to keep
busy and keep the gray matter going? I was lucky to join the
Veteran’s council in Osceola County and contribute time to the
Museum of Military History, located in Kissimmee. Now a board
member
and
information
is
located
on
Facebook,
https://www.facebook.com/museumofmilitaryhistory.
The museum has three
jeeps, a HMMWV, a Ferret,
and my two year restoration
project of my M38 for various
displays. This winter a few of
the vehicles were shown at a
Middle school; where the
differences between WWII,
Korean War, and Vietnam War
jeeps were explained. The
th
th
th
presentation was attended by 6 , 7 and 8 grade classes and
students are genuinely interested in our military past. You should
hear some of the questions they ask.
One of the primary functions of the museum is to educate
students about military history that is currently not taught in schools.
Eighth graders have no clue what happened on Sep 11, 2001, or
have the opportunity to see military vehicles up close. The latest
pictures of a recent school are on the top of the museum’s FaceBook
page. The museum has a trailer that displays uniforms, medals, and
important points of history memorabilia we think the students should
know.
The latest project was the museum’s month long
negotiations with Universal Studios for a Bradley Tank prop they no
longer wanted to use and the museum was able to get the price
down from $20K to $3.5K. The museum paid for the move and had a
special crane and sling transport it. The tank weighs 8,000 lbs. and
is 10’ wide.

By Peter Schindo

VP Dennis Vecchiarelli, Jack Bennett and Jeff Bennett
Meeting adjourned at 8:45pm.
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If you think retirement is sitting in your arm chair watching
TV or traffic passing by all day, give me a call. Haven’t been busier
in all my life but lovin’ every minute of it!
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find its way into the leaf mulch and germinate and grow into
the long blades that you see in the photo.

A SAD STORY ABOUT…
“A JEEP FOUND BEHIND A BARN”
By Harold Ratzburg
When I was up at the Gilbert, PA rally last fall, I saw
the jeep for sale that is shown in the accompanying pictures.
Check them out. You may remember seeing that same old
jeep on a trailer there, with a big FOR SALE sign on the front
bumper.

It reminded me of the very first Jeep that I ever
owned way back about 1969. I found it through an ad in the
local paper, and when I went to check it out, I found it there,
sort of settling into the mud in somebody’s back yard where
they had parked it many years ago, but it had the saving
grace that the original owner had built the most ugly wooden
top for it that you could ever imagine, but at least it kept the
rain from puddling on the floor or in the tool boxes, and leaves
from accumulating, creating all the conditions that caused
rusting out of this old jeep.
As an old geezer Jeep fanatic, who would have given
his left lung for such a restoration project 40 years ago---(when I was a lot younger, but could not afford very much)---it made me kind of sad to see such a great old vehicle, so
treated and neglected as it was.

As the photos show, it looks like it had been
purchased from a military surplus dealer and then just driven
off into the woods, and left standing there, without a top, for
years. What really grabbed my attention was the green grass
growing out of the leaf mulch that had gathered in the rear
seat area…cause just think…how long must it have stood
there in the woods for leaves to accumulate on the floor and
decay into mulch, and how did a grass seed or two manage to
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Fortunately, some of the old jeeps became “found in
a barn” jeeps like Pete Shaw’s Bantam that recently
resurfaced back into the MV collecting world, but the jeep in
the photos was definitely NOT one of them
A surprising thing about the old Jeep on the trailer at
the show was its price----only Five Hundred Dollars---$500.00.
When you look closely at the photos you will see that
the jeep is mostly “all there”, including things like the original
air filter (that you cannot see in the photo but it is there) which
is one of the first things to be discarded when it gets in the
way. Replacing it with a correct one is not cheap. All the
instruments in the instrument cluster are there and the original
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speedometer shows only 30,434 miles on the vehicle, kind of
just broken in.

I spoke to the present owner at the show and asked
him if the Jeep ran, as is, and he told me that he had not tried
to start it before the show (no time to do so because he had
just pulled it out of a woods), but that he figured it would,
since there was nothing missing and he figured that at only
$500, it would sell easily from the trailer as is…But it didn’t!

After hauling it home again, he put it up for auction on
eBay, and it sold there for a whopping $533 and the buyer
could pick it up himself. Before the buyer came, the present
owner put some gas in the carburetor, jumped it with new
batteries, and the old jeep came nicely back to life. It just
goes to show you that…“Hey, you never know.”
The real story about the jeep and why it was in its
present condition turns out to be pretty simple, but sad. The
present owner told me that it came from a collector who had
high hope for its restoration. But then----the
fickle finger of fate stepped in with sickness,
family problems, and lack of funds and the
jeep restoration went way down on the
man’s priority list and remained setting out
in the weather, without a top, behind the
barn until it was purchased and hauled out
by the new owner.
End of Story
MTA of NJ Newsletter

The U.S. Army Vehicles of the 1919
Transcontinental Motor Convoy-Part VI
By David Steinert
In the last issue of MPM, the 1919 Transcontinental
Motor Convoy was making its way across the state of
Nebraska on its way to San Francisco and had just crossed
the border into the state of Wyoming.

Like Nebraska, the Lincoln Highway followed the
Union Pacific all the way across the state for 425 miles. The
highway passed through Cheyenne, Laramie, Medicine Bow,
Rawlins, Rock Springs, Green River and Evanston.
It was graveled part of the distance and grated dirt for
much of the rest. Some parts of the highway used an old rail
bed that was abandoned by the railroad in 1901. The rails and
wooden ties were gone, but the indentations remained in the
surface of the rail bed. Because of this, driving on stretches of
the Lincoln Highway through Wyoming could be like driving
across a large washboard.
The convoy crossed the state line into Wyoming at
Pine Bluffs on Friday, August 8, 1919. It was sixty-six miles to
the city of Cheyenne. The trucks had few mishaps along this
stretch of the highway. The gravel surface provided better
traction then the mud and sand that were encountered
crossing Nebraska.
Despite the favorable road conditions, It still took the
convoy over eleven hours to reach Cheyenne. Climbing over
six thousand feet above sea level, the engines labored in the
thin air. All day long the skies threatened with rain and as the
convoy neared Cheyenne, it began to pour and it rained hard
for about an hour. Because of the lateness of their arrival and
the weather conditions, some of the plans for their reception
were canceled, but the rain stopped in time for the members
of the convoy to enjoy a rodeo.
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After the rodeo, they camped at Fort Russell before
continuing their travels in the morning. Heading out of
Cheyenne into the high parched high wilderness, the convoy
climbed the natural ramp into the Laramie Mountains until
they reached the Ames Monument. Standing sixty feet tall, it
was erected by the Union Pacific railroad to commemorate
the financers of the transcontinental railroad. It sits at 8,247
feet above sea level.

The convoy’s next destination was Laramie and the
condition of the highway leading to this city was pretty rough
and it took twelve hours to travel fifty-seven miles. The grades
were steep and the trucks struggled to stay on the road bed.
At one point, the Mack carrying the tractor broke through an
old wooden bridge, but the engineers were used to this by
now and it only took them twenty-seven minutes to haul the
truck out and repair the bridge.
When the convoy reached Laramie, it quickly became
the center of attention. In 1919, the population of Laramie was
only 1000 people, but their hospitality was not lacking. There
were dinners and dancing and a good time was had by all.

They were on the road again at six-thirty the next
morning. On their way to Medicine Bow, the wind began to
blow and it began to rain and hail. In this dismal weather they
reinforced a dozen bridges and toiled for twelve hours to go
fifty-five miles.
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The next day they had nine miles of good hard dirt
road out of Medicine Bow, but the rest of it was a nightmare.
The wind roared across the plains at forty miles an hour,
creating clouds of dust and cinders from the loose roadbed
making visibility and breathing difficult.
One of the trucks sank into the cinders and it was
hauled out. A decision was made to lay down portable
corduroy to get through the soft stuff. The convoy stopped
fourteen other times while engineers strengthened a dozen
bridges and entirely built two more. It was a full time job to
bridge the empty creeks that ran aimlessly across the plains.
They finally reached Fort Steele where there were
more people in the convoy than the population of the town.
But they were treated kindly by the townspeople with hot
coffee and donuts.
It was another sixteen miles to Rawlins, where they
camped for the night. The fisherman of the town had been
preparing for the arrival of
the convoy for some time.
The convenience of the
nearby North Platte would
supply the members of the
convoy with a fine fish
dinner.
They moved on at
six-fifteen in the morning
into the Red Desert, the
center of the Wyoming
sheep range, a place
virtually empty of people
and towns.
The
carburetors
gagged on the dust and so
did the men. Much of the
time they were traveling on
the narrow old railroad
right of way; trucks slithered off into deep sand and
chuckholes and were hauled back on again by other vehicles
or the reliable Militor. They continued to strengthen and
rebuild bridges. They made fifty-five miles in eleven hours and
camped overnight in the barren desert.
Past the town of Tipton the western branch of the
Continental Divide, the desolate plains give way to gullies and
outcrops of shattered sandstone that edge nearer to the road.
They continued to make their way to Green River, which was
another seventy-six miles. At night they would have trouble
sleeping because the temperature on the open desert would
drop to forty-five degrees. Now the weather would give them
dust storms, with winds reaching 50 miles an hour.
They crawled across the desolate plains, struggling
with the high winds, dust, rebuilding and strengthening
bridges. The road from Point of Rocks to Rock Springs was
especially bad, and the Militor was needed to tow some of the
vehicles to Rock Springs for repair.
From Rock Springs to Green River was about
eighteen miles. But, it was a very hard and difficult eighteen
miles. They finally arrived in Green River at eight-fifteen in the
evening, and camped for the night in a baseball park.
Because of the proximity of the Green River, the town
it was named after was an oasis compared to where they had
come from. It had an abundance of good water and the
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members of the convoy were treated well. It was a short
rejuvenation before continuing their journey across Wyoming.
Departing Green River, the road conditions were a
little better than what they had traveled in the last few days.
But the bridges were worst then anything that they had seen
yet. It took them seventeen hours to travel the sixty-three
miles to Fort Bridger. The members of the convoy were totally
exhausted and took a short rest in Green River before
continuing towards nearby Evanston and the state line into
Utah.
(The story of the 1919 Transcontinental Motor Convoy continues
in the next issue of Motor Pool Messenger…and find out what
the hell a Militor is!)

To add or remove listings from the Classifieds, please email
Dave Steinert at dsteinert@optonline.net or call 973-347-9091.
FOR SALE: FOUR GOOD CONDITION / TRAILER TIRES MOUNTED
(PAINT PEELING) / ST205X75R`5 GOODYEAR MARATHON RADIALS /
RATED LOAD C. Rims have 5 hole pattern w/ 4-1/2 center. ASKING
$80. CAN BRING TO A MEETING OR GILBERT SHOW. TOM MCHUGH
908-852-1964 TMMCHUGH@MSN.COM (5/15)

For Sale-WWII French rebuilt Dodge engine complete in crate.
Engine will not turn over by hand. $1000, call Rand at (973)-3341103. (3/15)

For Sale-Mil Spec primers and paints, OD and Camo. WWII Jeep frames,
front, rears, transmissions, PTOs, GI grease and oils. Call Paul Wadeson at
(607)-637-2275.
For Sale-2-1/2 ton Vietnam era troop seats, muliti fuel, bows & winch. Runs
great, needs a little cab work, $3500. Ben Hale Trailer - 1 ton with bows,
lightly rusted, $300. 1968 M725 Ambulance - very nice shape - everything is
there. Rear gas heater, fresh paint, European tires, $3,500. M37 parts,
complete truck, part out with winch. Halftrack parts - call for your needs hood,
doors, radiators, rims, winch, lights, cab parts, armor, electrical etc. Call Dave
@917-567-6419, NY

For Sale-1952 M37 for parts, no engine, 1951 M37 in mint shape,
heat, winch, troop seats, 1968 M725 Jeep ambulance in great
shape, 1-ton trailer with bows, 2.5-ton w/winch, multi-fuel, troop
seats, runs great, needs sheet metal work. I’m looking for halftrack
parts, T16 carrier parts, 105 MM Howitzer. I will buy train wrecks for
cash.!! , or trade call me Dave at 1-917-567-6419.
For Sale-I have just received some of the adjustable legs for the rear of the
M-101, ¾-ton trailers. These are new in the box (NOS), CARC color, $40
each plus shipping. I'm in Zip 21071 (Maryland). E-mail at
glengar@verizon.net, if interested. Tim Clark.
For Sale: Looking for a military vehicle? From projects to ground-up
Restorations and everything in between! Check out:
WWW.USMILITARYVEHICLES.COM
Wanted: Early MB parts- I am looking for a pair of MB, 8 leaf front leaf
springs, windshield frame, rear seat, small mouth gas tank, solid disk wheels.
Call Mark Burghardt at 973-906-1069 or email: markkb@optonline.net .
(8/13)
Wanted-For M725 drivers compartment pull out style heater control cables,
knobs are marked “heat, defrost and fresh air”. Marc Ziegler (973) 263-1923.

For Sale-I am selling my 3/4 ton trailer, no racks or bows $650, Call Randy
973-219-4499. (3/15)
For Sale-M37 Deep Water Fording Kit NOS (still in wooden crate) $350. Call
Bill @ 315-689-9880 NY (9/14)

For Sale- PA- Siren-Horn. Federal Signal PA-300 complete with
high power 200-watt dual-horn speaker, microphone, and manual.
Siren has wail, yelp, and hi-lo settings. Runs on 24 volts. This goes
for $250-$300 on eBay. Yours for only $125. Dave Ahl,
swapmeetdave@aol.com, 973-285-0716.
For Sale-M35A2, a great running w/camo paint Deuce. Has heater
Jatonka fuel 7 oil filters, straight tailgate, new vinyl cab soft top. Has
air shift front axle. Asking $5500 or best offer. Call Vinny, cell:973476-9544, home:973-635-2404. (10/13)
For Sale- M38 parts- I have one windshield in good condition with cracked
glass $100. Pair of original fenders, take off, good condition, easy repairs,
$50 for the pair.Tool box lid, good condition $20. I also have a grill and air
cleaner but I believe they are from a CJ3A. Call Mark Burghardt at 973-9061069 or email for pics: markkb@optonline.net (8/13)
For Sale-Assortment of M-35 and M-135/211 parts. Please email your
requests to ajtucophc@comcast.net
For Sale- 1959 M-100 trailer with a clean N.J. title, no rust, with extra set of
wheels. Someone cut a small door into the back panel that doesn't take away
from it. Otherwise in nice cond. that looks good. It comes with two military
generators (years unknown) also a bow and both brackets for a M-38 jeep
canvas top in it. $700. for all, located in central N.J. Call Phil Galvano 732539-4919
For Sale-Parting out a M37, have both body & engine parts. I also have MB,
GPW and CJ Jeep parts, plus some wheels for a CJ. Call Tom Weaver at
(973)-627-9448.
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Military Transport Association
Of North Jersey
P.O. Box 393
Budd Lake, NJ 07828
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The next MTA monthly meeting
will be held on Thursday, June 4th,
7:30PM at the Whippany American
Legion Hall
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