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On the cover: A WWII Studebaker M29 Weasel was a
versatile vehicle not only in water, but on land and in snow.

MTA 2015 Officers and Staff
President- Randy Emr
Tel: 973-219-4499

Email: randyemr@aol.com

Vice President- Dennis Vecchiarelli
Tel: 973-338-9497

Email: dvecc907@gmail.com

Sergeant at Arms-Scott Fleck
Tel: 908-391-2777

Email:smokin_diesel62@yahoo.com

Treasurer-Ginnie McDevitt
Tel: 845-987-7896

Parade/Event Coordinator-Peter Schindo
Tel:201-456-4071

Email: info@peterschindo.com

Membership Chairman-Fred Schlesinger
Tel:908-617-5066

Newsletter: Dave Steinert wants to thank Harold Ratzburg
for his contribution to last month’s newsletter. He is also in
need of articles from members for publication in future issues
of the newsletter.
Parades / Events: Randy reported that everything is on
schedule for the NYC Veteran’s Day parade and will keep
th
everyone posted as November 11 approaches.
Peter Schindo reports that he has two members to
do the Clifton Veteran’s Day Parade.
The May 2016 Liberty State Park event is looking for
a large presence from the MTA. Randy will be inquiring about
security and possible convoy from Union and Springfield Ave.
Toys for Tots: John Sabotka reports that everything is on
schedule for this year’s event. Flyers were given out at the
meeting and John reports that Castle Printing donated $80
worth of printing. The dates are set for 12/5, 12/12 and 12/13.

2015 USMC Toys for Tots Train
Train Schedules

Email: fred@mtaofnj.us

Recording Secretary-Vinny Schwartz
Tel: 973-635-2404

Email: vsaws@optonline.net

Saturday, Dec 5 ~ Morristown & Erie Railway

Newsletter Editor-Dave Steinert
Tel: 973-347-9091

Email: dsteinert@optonline.net

Web Master-George Wagner
Tel: 973-927-7616

Email:wagnergm@verizon.net

Dover

Crew Sign in

7:00 a.m. - 7:30 a.m.

Rockaway

Potbelly's Cafe
26 E. Main St.

9:00 a.m. - 10:00
a.m.

Dover

Lakeland Bus Depot
425 E. Blackwell St.

10:20 a.m. - Pickup
only

Dover

Sack's Paint &
Wallpaper
52 N. Sussex St.

10:30 a.m. - 11:00
a.m.

Kenvil

Morris Marine
745 Route 46 West

12:00 noon - 12:30
p.m.

Ledgewood

Sleepy's
294 Route 10 West

12:45 p.m. - 1:30
p.m.

Flanders

Flanders Firehouse
27 Main St.

2:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.

2015 Sussex Show Chairman- Bill Murphy
Tel: 973-527-3307

Email: bmurph411@gmail.com

Alternate event ,Holiday Party CoordinatorBrent Weaver
Tel:201-841-1269

Email: Bweav10@gmail.com

Czar of Electronic Media CommunicationBrad Kerber
Tel:973-632-9834

Email:bkerber@optonline.net

THE NEXT MTA MEETING WILL BE HELD ON
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 3rd, 2015 AT THE WHIPPANY
AMERICAN LEGION, LEGION PLACE, WHIPPANY, NJ.
MEETING BEGINS PROMPTLY AT 7:30PM. GET THERE
EARLY FOR PIZZA AND OTHER ITALIAN DELICACIES.

Sunday, Dec 6 ~ Kuiken Brothers Lumber Co.

Military Transport Association
Meeting Minutes for Thursday, November 5th 2015
The meeting was called to order by President Randy
Emr at 7:30p.m. The Pledge of Allegiance and moment of
silence was led by Assistant Sergeant-at-Arms Andy
Salzano. Eighteen members in attendance.
The minutes of the previous MTA meeting were
approved as they appeared in last month’s newsletter.

Roxbury

33 Route 10 East
Train on Display

10:00 a.m. - 4:00
p.m.

Saturday, Dec 12 ~ NY, Susquehanna & Western
Little Ferry
Yard

Crew Sign in

7:00 a.m. - 7:30 a.m.

Rochelle Park

Rochelle Park Station
3 Railroad Ave.

9:00 a.m. - 9:45 a.m.

Hawthorne

VRA Railway Station
80 Royal Ave.

10:05 a.m. - 10:50
a.m.

Wortendyke

275 Newtown Road

11:10 a.m. - 11:40
p.m.

Wycoff

399 Main Street

11:45 p.m. - 12:45
p.m.

Oakland

Edison Ave.

1:00 p.m. - 1:30 p.m.

Treasury Report:
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Pompton
Lakes

1 Station Plaza

1:45 p.m. - 2:45 p.m.

Butler

Butler Museum
Upper Main St

3:00 p.m. - 3:45 p.m.

Sunday, Dec 13 ~ Middletown & New Jersey Railroad
Warwick

Crew Sign in

7:15 a.m. - 7:45 a.m.

Walden

10:15 a.m. - 11:00
a.m.

Montgomery

11:20 a.m. - 12:05
p.m.

Campbell Hall

12:30 p.m. - 1:15
p.m.

Sugar Loaf

2:00 p.m. - 2:45 p.m.

Warwick

3:10 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.

Swap Meet/MTA Show: Everything is on track for another
successful MTA Show in 2016. Randy handed handed-out
posters and cards. Picatinny Marines showing great support.
OMS7: Pat Kruger reported on Humvee shut offs 94-2002-.
6.5 Diesels. NAPA kits Available (any questions, see Pat).
Steve Vidam had a presentation on cooling system
maintenance, look for leaks etc. Get an anti-freeze tester as
well (any questions, see Steve).
Old Business: Gary Schultz advised that Dave Young is
feeling better and thanks the MTA for their fruit basket and
support.
Skylands Stadium in Branchville is still looking for a
Deuce or 5-ton for display.
Tom McHugh reports that the first batch of Challenge
Coins are almost gone, new batch (with new design) being
proposed. Randy made motion to make new design, it was
unanimously approved
Gary Schultz had MTA t-shirts at the meeting if
anyone is interested.
New Business: Jack McDevitt advised on yard signs for the
2016 Swap Meet. Randy is ordering ordering 50 new signs.
50/50: Various prizes awarded including 2 Army cots that
were donated.
President Emr concluded the meeting at 8:55p.m.

.
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WAR STORIES I HAVE
HEARD AND LOVED
By Dale Guth
We’ve all heard them: There you are at your local
antique auto show with your MV all cleaned up after your
latest trail ride. Somehow the show’s organizers still haven’t
realized that MVs are an important part of our country’s
history and deserve a class of their own, and there you sit
between a shiny Model “A” Ford Pickup Roadster and a
quality shiny 1953 Mack Fire Truck.
Out of the corner of your eye, you see him. He is in
his sixties now, but in his mind, he is transported back to
another era. As he slowly walks around our vehicles, he sees
you watching. Here it comes. You know, almost word for
word, what he’s going to say.
“Hey! What a great looking: a.) Jeep: b.) Command
Car; c.) Halftrack; d.) Tank.”
“”I used to drive one just like this when I was in: a.)
The Army; b.) The Navy; c.) The Marines; d.) High school;
“I drove mine all over: a.) France; b.) Italy; c.)
Officers; d.) Hell;
“Every morning mine would be: a.) Out of gas; b.)
Broken down; c.) Hard to start; d.) Stolen by my Captain.
”“I drove mine in all kinds of weather and
never/always got a.) Sick; b.) Shot at; c.) Drunk; d.) Court
Marshaled:”
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“One night I drove mine right into: a.) Ditch b.) A
river; c.) A mess of Germans/Japanese; d.) A cat house;”
“When we took it to: a.) The Front; b.) Town; c.) The
beach--- we always got: a.) Shot at; b.) Stuck; c.) Girls
“When you put this in low range you could pull: a.) A
howitzer: b.) A tank; c.) Down a house.”
“Mine got destroyed by: a.) A land mine; b.) Artillery;
c.) The motor pool; d.) A road trip by my fraternity house.”
Yes, over the years I have actually heard most of
these comments. That’s part of the fun of going to shows and
parades with your MV.
Incidentally, the best comments that I’ve heard to
date are:--“What a great piece of; a.) Machinery; b.) American
Ingenuity; c.) Junk.”
And, last but not least: “Why did you bring your jeep
to this show if you won’t let my kids climb all over it?” Funny
thing though; the guy that said this to me wouldn’t let me sit in
his Mercedes and run the air conditioner and CD player!
(Notes from Harold “the Ole Geezer” Ratzburg)
Dale wrote these comments way back in 1993, (22 years ago)
when he was President of the Lehigh Valley Chapter of the
MVPA and he showed his 1942 Willys Jeep.
You
may
have noticed that some of the comments are outdated now
and the show spectators have changed in the last 22 years.
Now, but still in the 60s, the spectator is referring to a different
war-----the Vietnam War.
The comments that Dale, and you, our readers, might hear at
today’s shows might be different. Maybe the old guy will be
saying:
“Doesn’t the military have any trucks now that are:
a.) bigger, b.) smaller, c.) longer, d.) lighter?”
“My tour in Vietnam was: a.) a bitch; b.) a drag; c.)
awful; d.) hell.”
“The worst pile of junk the army used in Nam was the:
a.) APC; b.) Patton tank; c.) Huey Helicopter; d.) M35 deuce
and a half.”
“The best vehicle the army used in Nam was the: a.)
APC; b.) Patton Tank; c.) Huey Helicopter; d.) the M35 deuce
and a half.”
It all depends on your point of view, doesn’t it?

Dashing through that White Stuff in a…
By David Steinert
This being the annual Christmas issue of the Motor Pool
Messenger and with the weather turning colder, there is a very
good chance that the four letter word…S-N-O-W…will be
entering the vocabulary of our local Weather Forecasters in the
coming weeks. I personally hate that word, not being a skier and
being at the age where the only exercise I get in the winter, is
shoveling that white crap out of my driveway! I would prefer to
stay inside, sipping a nice cup of hot chocolate and watching my
neighbors shovel or snow blow their driveways.
Then there is the frustration of driving in that white
dung…it’s not that I’m worried about getting stuck or losing
control of my vehicle, I have 4WD, it’s all the crazies on the road
that have no clue that just a couple inches of that white poop can
make roads very slippery and you need to slow down even if you
have 4WD. And then there are the drivers that slow to a crawl
when attempting to climb a snow covered hill, when you really
need to gradually speed up to get the momentum to make the
crest of the hill. It’s just a lot of stress I don’t need! Sometimes I
wish I had an army tank on days like that…oh, have I told you
lately how much I hate that white stuff?
So, I got to thinking about all the cool military vehicles
that were designed for dashing through that white stuff. Having
owned a WWII Willy’s Jeep, with non-directional tires, I know the
army did not design that vehicle for dashing through any
accumulation of that white excrement. In fact, as you will see,
just about all the military vehicles designed for dashing through
that white stuff have tracks.
The M29 Weasel was a World War II tracked vehicle,
built by Studebaker, designed for operation in snow…

…but could be a problem if you lost a track in the snow…
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…or you decide to take one on a slightly frozen lake…

How about a WWII Half Track? You could add a snow
plow to the front and plow the parking lot of your local
Walmart!

…or you take a steep snow embankment at the wrong angle.

Then there is the Hagglunds BV206 used by the U.S.
military service as M-973 SUSV (small unit support vehicle). A
great vehicle to do your Christmas shopping if we happen to
have a blizzard on Black Friday!

How about the M114 Command and Reconnaissance
Carrier? A Vietnam War-era tracked armored fighting vehicle,
used by the United States Army. It was manufactured by the
Cadillac Division of General Motors in the early 1960s…
One of my favorites is the Allis-Chalmers M7 snow
tractor, designed for use by the U.S. Army Air Corps as a
rescue vehicle in remote northern bases.

…of course if you do own one and winter in Boca Raton,
Florida, you will never know how much fun they could be in
the snow!
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How about adding tracks to your HUMMVV?

If you happen to own one and you winter in Kissimmee,
Florida you will never know how much fun it could be dashing
through that white stuff in a HUMMVV with tracks! (Have I told
you lately how much I hate that white stuff!)
On a more serious note, during this Holiday Season and
with the approaching cold weather here in the north, let us
remember our Veterans who drove these vehicles and risk their
lives for the freedoms we now enjoy!

THE MTA WISHES ALL ITS MEMBERS
AND THEIR FAMILIES A VERY HAPPY
HOLIDAY AND A HEALTHY NEW YEAR!
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To add or remove listings from the Classifieds, please
email Dave Steinert at dsteinert@optonline.net or call
973-347-9091.
For Free-Dodge M37 rear end housing, M-37 rear axles long
and short side $50.00 for the pair. Dodge WC combat rims
with old ndcc 9.00 x 16 tires mounted on them $75.00 each.
Dodge WC51 transmission non syncro may need rebuild,
came from non-running truck $100. Please contact Matt
Ziegler @ 973 445 3890, anytime. (9/15)
For Sale: M38 Parts- original windshield in good condition,
glass cracked- $100. Pair of original fenders, good condition,
restorable- $50 for the pair. 5- 7:00 x 16 NDT tires, used in
good condition- $150 for the set. Call or email Mark: 973906-1069, markkb@optonline.net (9/15)
For Sale-WWII French rebuilt Dodge engine complete in
crate. Engine will not turn over by hand. $1000, call Rand at
(973)-334-1103. (3/15)
For Sale-I am selling my 3/4 ton trailer, no racks or bows
$650, Call Randy 973-219-4499. (3/15)
For Sale-M37 Deep Water Fording Kit NOS (still in wooden
crate) $350. Call Bill @ 315-689-9880 NY (9/14)
For Sale- PA- Siren-Horn. Federal Signal PA-300 complete with
high power 200-watt dual-horn speaker, microphone, and manual.
Siren has wail, yelp, and hi-lo settings. Runs on 24 volts. This goes
for $250-$300 on eBay. Yours for only $125. Dave Ahl,
swapmeetdave@aol.com, 973-285-0716.

For Sale-M35A2, a great running w/camo paint Deuce. Has
heater Jatonka fuel 7 oil filters, straight tailgate, new vinyl cab
soft top. Has air shift front axle. Asking $5500 or best offer.
Call Vinny, cell:973-476-9544, home:973-635-2404. (10/13)

For Sale-2-1/2 ton Vietnam era troop seats, muliti fuel, bows
& winch. Runs great, needs a little cab work, $3500. Ben
Hale Trailer - 1 ton with bows, lightly rusted, $300. 1968 M725
Ambulance - very nice shape - everything is there. Rear gas
heater, fresh paint, European tires, $3,500. M37 parts,
complete truck, part out with winch. Halftrack parts - call for
your needs hood, doors, radiators, rims, winch, lights, cab
parts, armor, electrical etc. Call Dave @917-567-6419, NY
For Sale-1952 M37 for parts, no engine, 1951 M37 in mint
shape, heat, winch, troop seats, 1968 M725 Jeep ambulance
in great shape, 1-ton trailer with bows, 2.5-ton w/winch, multifuel, troop seats, runs great, needs sheet metal work. I’m
looking for halftrack parts, T16 carrier parts, 105 MM
Howitzer. I will buy train wrecks for cash.!! , or trade call
me Dave at 1-917-567-6419.
For Sale-I have just received some of the adjustable legs for
the rear of the M-101, ¾-ton trailers. These are new in the
box (NOS), CARC color, $40 each plus shipping. I'm in Zip
21071 (Maryland). E-mail at glengar@verizon.net, if
interested. Tim Clark.
For Sale: Looking for a military vehicle? From projects to
ground-up Restorations and everything in between!
Check out:
WWW.USMILITARYVEHICLES.COM
Wanted: Early MB parts- I am looking for a pair of MB, 8 leaf
front leaf springs, windshield frame, rear seat, small mouth
gas tank, solid disk wheels. Call Mark Burghardt at 973-9061069 or email: markkb@optonline.net. (8/13)
Wanted-For M725 drivers compartment pull out style heater
control cables, knobs are marked “heat, defrost and fresh air”.
Marc Ziegler (973) 263-1923.

PLEASE EMAIL ME OR CALL ME WITH ANY
ADS YOU MIGHT WANT TO REMOVE OR LIST
IN THE NEWSLETTER!

For Sale-Assortment of M-35 and M-135/211 parts. Please
email your requests to ajtucophc@comcast.net
For Sale- 1959 M-100 trailer with a clean N.J. title, no rust,
with extra set of wheels. Someone cut a small door into the
back panel that doesn't take away from it. Otherwise in nice
cond. that looks good. It comes with two military generators
(years unknown) also a bow and both brackets for a M-38
jeep canvas top in it. $700. for all, located in central N.J. Call
Phil Galvano 732-539-4919
For Sale-Parting out a M37, have both body & engine parts. I
also have MB, GPW and CJ Jeep parts, plus some wheels for
a CJ. Call Tom Weaver at (973)-627-9448.
For Sale-Mil Spec primers and paints, OD and Camo. WWII
Jeep frames, front, rears, transmissions, PTOs, GI grease
and oils. Call Paul Wadeson at (607)-637-2275.
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Military Transport Association
Of North Jersey
P.O. Box 393
Budd Lake, NJ 07828
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The next MTA monthly meeting
will be held on Thursday, December 3rd
7:30PM at the Whippany American
Legion Hall, Legion Place, Whppany.
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