MTA of NJ Newsletter

Page 1

January 2016

On the cover: Photographed by urban explorer Maxime Cotte
at an undisclosed European location, this overgrown
automotive graveyard hides an amazing collection of
abandoned WWII Dodge WC54s and other U.S. military vehicles
from a different age. (See Page 5 for more photos).
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THE NEXT MTA MEETING WILL BE HELD ON THURSDAY,
JANUARY 7TH, 2016 AT THE WHIPPANY AMERICAN LEGION,
LEGION PLACE, WHIPPANY, NJ. MEETING BEGINS PROMPTLY
AT 7:30PM. GET THERE EARLY FOR PIZZA AND OTHER
ITALIAN DELICACIES.

Military Transport Association

Meeting Minutes for Thursday, December 3rd 2015
The meeting was called to order by President Randy
Emr at 7:30p.m. The Pledge of Allegiance and moment of
silence was led by Assistant Sergeant-at-Arms Andy Salzano.
Twenty members were in attendance.
The minutes of the previous MTA meeting were
approved as they appeared in last month’s newsletter.

Newsletter: Dave Steinert thanks Harold Ratzburg for his
contribution to last month’s newsletter. He is also in need of
articles from members for publication in future issues of the
newsletter.
Parades / Events: Randy reports that the NYC Veteran’s Day
Parade was an outstanding event. The convoy going into the
city went smoothly. Plates were taped and they only had to
stop for the first light. No bill from the Port Authority. Yet
Toys for Tots: John Sabotka reports that we will have a
substitute Santa for most of the train pickups. Old Charlie is
recovering from recent heart surgery.
Kid’s size tee shirts will be available for sale this year.
The train this year will have some additional security due to
recent events.
The train line will have Engines 3010 and 4629
pulling two coaches, a caboose, a baggage car and our box
car.
John Traflet’s reports on the Bloomingdale NJ Toys
for Tots and Football Game. Outstanding was the word used.
The same word Marines use for a job well done. The BBYC
had everything ready and setup including bags, chairs, tables
and a tent for the MTA attendance
The MTA provided three deuces (Andrew Salzano,
Nick Kapotes and Art Swain). They also covered color
guard duty for all three games.
So how did the Toy’s collection go? Toys:439; Bikes:5;
Cash:$10.
Swap Meet/MTA Show: Bill Murphy reports next year’s
dates are 16 and 17 April. The club is seeking a vehicle to
display in the Chatterbox Restaurant. Sign numbers are
available for sign updating. Contract not yet received but in
the works. Ad approved and submitted for Military Magazine
and Supply Line.
Challenge Coin: Tom McHugh reports that the work of
adding a M816 to the coin is still in the works.
New Members: John Berkemeyer (The Station Agent Guy).
Welcome aboard John!
Motions: (Approved by the attending membership)
$500 to the Dover Guard that Randy will present to them at
their Holiday Party.
$250 to cover Korean War Challenge coins.
$250 to the MTA Challenge Coin Fund
50/50: $35 to John Sobotka
President Emr concluded the meeting at 8:55p.m.

Treasury Report:
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Other MTA news…
An update from Gary Schultz on the MTA’s Operation
Waffle House…an email from our connection in Kosovo, Jay
Soukiassian CW3 US ARMY EUCOM (US):

CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED
Gary,
We just received your latest Waffle
house donation box. Perfect timing too
as we were just about out of
coffee. Hope all is well in the States
as we are anxious to be heading that way
in less than ninety days…Yay.
We are in the midst of trying to
take the TEOFL program to a new level and
incorporate it into a Non-Profit
organization that will outlive the
KFOR. Our goal is to make the program
and its sponsorship by Waffle house a
multinational program run by volunteers
from all nations not just our own.
Your support has played a key role
in our supporting the troops in Moral and
has been a fantastic supplier of home
grown products we use to make the Waffle
House successful.
Thanks Again!
Jay

On 12/9/15, MTA Vice President Dennis Vecchiarelli
presented retired State Police Major Joseph Canatella with a
$1000.00 check from the MTA to the Troopers Assisting Troops
Program. The TAT sponsors a three day event at the State Police
Academy in Seagirt, N.J. every September, for approximately 50
wounded warriors and their families. The TAT also purchases
service dogs for returning veterans suffering from PTSD. Major
Canatella wished to thank President Emr, and all the MTA members
for their generous contributions to the Troopers Assisting Troops
program.

On another subject Gary Schultz submits:
“Had a chance to catch up with MTA Member Nick
Kapotes and his 1942 Aeronca L2 today at the Green Township
Trinca airport.
Trinca is a small grass airport owned by Green Township
with about a half a dozen planes stationed there, and is only a half
mile from my house.
Great job on the plane Nick…It looks like it just came out of
a museum!”

Gary adds:
“Also, Jay believes that an Arizona National Guard
unit will replace the Connecticut team when they leave in
about 90 days.
I will get one or two more boxes out to Jay before
they leave.
But we will probably put a pause on shipments after
Jay leaves unless we have contacts within the Arizona team.”
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COLLECTING AT THE FRONT----VIETNAM
OR
CAUTION----COLLECTING MAY BE HAZARDOUS
TO YOUR PIECE OF MIND
Submitted by Harold Ratzburg
As told from a Vietnam Veteran:
Our platoon was now on either FSB Spear or Pistol.
We were probably on both several times. It’s hard to
remember which during this particular time. We were now
working with an ARVN 155 howitzer battery, it was the first
and only time I recall being with ARVNs. I was looking for a
souvenir and since my non-existent Vietnamese matched the
howitzer crew’s non-existent English, I drew a picture for them
of an MK-2 US World War II pineapple grenade. They quickly
came up with two grenades. I offered to trade them for two of
our new ones but they didn’t want them, they seemed happy
to get rid of their “pineapples”. Not knowing much about
grenades, I figured that unscrewing the fuse would be the first
step in disarming them. The fuses were in tight and I couldn’t
loosen them. I approached a mechanic working on a
generator and asked him for the loan of his pliers. He didn’t
seem anxious to loan me any tools and said “you infantry
guys borrow tools from me and I never get them back”. I
showed him the grenades and explained that I wanted to just
unscrew the fuses. He gave me his pliers and asked me to
take the grenades to the other side of the hill. He said, “If I
hear an explosion I’ll know not to expect my pliers back”. I
complied and unscrewed the fuses far away from the
mechanic.

under a sand bag it went off, popping up the sandbag in about
7 seconds. I repeated the procedure on the second fuse and
it went off in about 10 seconds. I then realized just how old
these grenades were. Then I reassembled both grenades. I
gave one to Burgess and I kept the other. I carried that thing
in my ruck sack for a long time. My mother and father would
send me film for my instamatic camera in a soda can with the
top cut off. This seemed like a perfect way to send my new
souvenir home. We were in the rear at L Z Sally when the
next film shipment arrived I put the pineapple in the empty
soda can and carefully taped it up just like I received it not
disturbing the original mailing label. Having heard that the
army checked all packages being sent home, I decided to
treat the soda can as a return to sender. I told our company
mail clerk that this was the extra lens from my camera that my
parents had sent me but since I had sold the camera to a guy
from C company, I didn’t need the lens anymore and wanted
to return it to sender. The clerk held the can in his hand and
asked me if I was sending home the bolt to a 51 caliber
machine gun or something like that. I assured him it wasn’t. I
sent a letter to my parents telling them to expect the shipment
but my timing was off. The grenade arrived home before the
letter. My dad a World War II combat veteran opened the can
and found the pineapple staring at him. He later told me he
had thought that the North Vietnamese had gotten hold of his
address and mailed him a booby trap. Did I catch hell in my
next letter from my dad, that I was a stupid ass etc.,etc. My
14-year old brother wanted to play around with that grenade
in the worst way, but my father hid it in his garage. I heard
that my brother took the garage apart looking for it but never
found the grenade.

American Mk.II Fragmentation Hand Grenade
The most recognized hand grenade design used by
the U.S. Army from 1918 up through the 1960's…the Mk.II
"Deuce" is arguably the most sought after piece of ordnance
for American militaria collectors.
While there is much available documentation about
the specific details of this grenade, the attempt here is to
provide a simple side-by-side presentation of outward
physical features as it evolved over its 45+ year
lifetime. Hopefully, this will present something of use to those
new to the subject, and entertaining for the advanced
collector as well.
Mk.II WWII 1942-1943

Next I dumped the explosives that looked like
smashed up corn flakes from inside the grenades and
washed out the bodies in a puddle. The only thing left was to
set off the fuses. I pulled the pin on the first fuse and put it
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Sometime in the 1930's the body shape was changed
slightly, now with a continuous vertical groove pattern. The
fuze bouchon (body) was modified by eliminating the "cutback" and the safety lever lengthened.
Yellow was the color code for high explosive
ordnance at this time and HE grenades were painted
accordingly. Understandably, this was found to be an
impractical color due to its high visibility to the enemy.
In 1942 the color was changed to "olive drab" (OD)
with a small yellow band. With many thousands of yellow
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grenade bodies in inventory they were repainted, green over
the yellow.

In the proceeding picture you can see the yellow paint
showing through chips and wear spots on the OD bodies.
During this period the threaded fill plug in the base
was no longer required, but phasing out that feature was not a
high priority. There can be found yellow Mk.II's with solid and
plugged bases, as well as later production Mk.II's with fill
plugs.

More photographs by urban explorer Maxime Cotte at an
undisclosed European location. Heavily corroded vintage trucks,
jeeps and even field ambulances can all be seen parked in the long
grass, consumed by foliage which has twisted its way around rusting
axles and into long-vacated cabs.

Mk.II WWII 1944-1945
In the closing years of WWII, the Mark II was
produced with a solid base with the M10A3, or M6 series fuze
(depending on the explosive filler used).
The yellow band around the neck of the
body was standard.
There are numerous variations in
the fragment and groove details that can
be found, which seems to depend on the
particular manufacturer.
MTA of NJ Newsletter
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Other military vehicle graveyards…
An armor repair base (known as Repair Base 77) in
Ussuriysk, Russia, opened in 1940, and went bankrupt some
years ago.
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To add or remove listings from the Classifieds, please
email Dave Steinert at dsteinert@optonline.net or call
973-347-9091.
For Free-Dodge M37 rear end housing, M-37 rear axles long
and short side $50.00 for the pair. Dodge WC combat rims
with old ndcc 9.00 x 16 tires mounted on them $75.00 each.
Dodge WC51 transmission non syncro may need rebuild,
came from non-running truck $100. Please contact Matt
Ziegler @ 973 445 3890, anytime. (9/15)
For Sale: M38 Parts- original windshield in good condition,
glass cracked- $100. Pair of original fenders, good condition,
restorable- $50 for the pair. 5- 7:00 x 16 NDT tires, used in
good condition- $150 for the set. Call or email Mark: 973906-1069, markkb@optonline.net (9/15)
For Sale-WWII French rebuilt Dodge engine complete in
crate. Engine will not turn over by hand. $1000, call Rand at
(973)-334-1103. (3/15)
For Sale-I am selling my 3/4 ton trailer, no racks or bows
$650, Call Randy 973-219-4499. (3/15)
For Sale-M37 Deep Water Fording Kit NOS (still in wooden
crate) $350. Call Bill @ 315-689-9880 NY (9/14)
For Sale- PA- Siren-Horn. Federal Signal PA-300 complete with
high power 200-watt dual-horn speaker, microphone, and manual.
Siren has wail, yelp, and hi-lo settings. Runs on 24 volts. This goes
for $250-$300 on eBay. Yours for only $125. Dave Ahl,
swapmeetdave@aol.com, 973-285-0716.

For Sale-2-1/2 ton Vietnam era troop seats, muliti fuel, bows
& winch. Runs great, needs a little cab work, $3500. Ben
Hale Trailer - 1 ton with bows, lightly rusted, $300. 1968 M725
Ambulance - very nice shape - everything is there. Rear gas
heater, fresh paint, European tires, $3,500. M37 parts,
complete truck, part out with winch. Halftrack parts - call for
your needs hood, doors, radiators, rims, winch, lights, cab
parts, armor, electrical etc. Call Dave @917-567-6419, NY
For Sale-1952 M37 for parts, no engine, 1951 M37 in mint
shape, heat, winch, troop seats, 1968 M725 Jeep ambulance
in great shape, 1-ton trailer with bows, 2.5-ton w/winch, multifuel, troop seats, runs great, needs sheet metal work. I’m
looking for halftrack parts, T16 carrier parts, 105 MM
Howitzer. I will buy train wrecks for cash.!! , or trade call
me Dave at 1-917-567-6419.
For Sale-I have just received some of the adjustable legs for
the rear of the M-101, ¾-ton trailers. These are new in the
box (NOS), CARC color, $40 each plus shipping. I'm in Zip
21071 (Maryland). E-mail at glengar@verizon.net, if
interested. Tim Clark.
For Sale: Looking for a military vehicle? From projects to
ground-up Restorations and everything in between!
Check out:
WWW.USMILITARYVEHICLES.COM
Wanted: Early MB parts- I am looking for a pair of MB, 8 leaf
front leaf springs, windshield frame, rear seat, small mouth
gas tank, solid disk wheels. Call Mark Burghardt at 973-9061069 or email: markkb@optonline.net. (8/13)
Wanted-For M725 drivers compartment pull out style heater
control cables, knobs are marked “heat, defrost and fresh air”.
Marc Ziegler (973) 263-1923.

For Sale-M35A2, a great running w/camo paint Deuce. Has
heater Jatonka fuel 7 oil filters, straight tailgate, new vinyl cab
soft top. Has air shift front axle. Asking $5500 or best offer.
Call Vinny, cell:973-476-9544, home:973-635-2404. (10/13)
For Sale-Assortment of M-35 and M-135/211 parts. Please
email your requests to ajtucophc@comcast.net
For Sale- 1959 M-100 trailer with a clean N.J. title, no rust,
with extra set of wheels. Someone cut a small door into the
back panel that doesn't take away from it. Otherwise in nice
cond. that looks good. It comes with two military generators
(years unknown) also a bow and both brackets for a M-38
jeep canvas top in it. $700. for all, located in central N.J. Call
Phil Galvano 732-539-4919
For Sale-Parting out a M37, have both body & engine parts. I
also have MB, GPW and CJ Jeep parts, plus some wheels for
a CJ. Call Tom Weaver at (973)-627-9448.
For Sale-Mil Spec primers and paints, OD and Camo. WWII
Jeep frames, front, rears, transmissions, PTOs, GI grease
and oils. Call Paul Wadeson at (607)-637-2275.
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Military Transport Association
Of North Jersey
P.O. Box 393
Budd Lake, NJ 07828
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The next MTA monthly meeting
will be held on Thursday, January 7th
7:30PM at the Whippany American
Legion Hall, Legion Place, Whppany.
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