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On the cover: An American tank moves past another gun
carriage that slid off icy road in the Ardennes Forest
during a push to halt advancing German troops during
the Battle of the Bulge

telephone or email directly, for any events you think the club
would be interested in participating in.
Vice President Dennis Vecchiarelli presented the following
Treasury Report:

MTA 2016 Officers and Staff
President- Randy Emr
Tel: 973-219-4499

Email: randyemr@aol.com

Vice President- Dennis Vecchiarelli
Tel: 973-338-9497

Email: dvecc907@gmail.com

Sergeant at Arms-Scott Fleck
Tel: 908-391-2777

Email:smokin_diesel62@yahoo.com

Treasurer-Ginnie McDevitt
Tel: 845-987-7896

Parade/Event Coordinator-Peter Schindo
Tel:201-456-4071

Email: info@peterschindo.com

Membership Chairman-Fred Schlesinger
Tel:908-617-5066

Email: fred@mtaofnj.us

Recording Secretary-Vinny Schwartz
Tel: 973-635-2404

Email: vsaws@optonline.net

Newsletter Editor-Dave Steinert
Tel: 973-347-9091

Email: dsteinert@optonline.net

Web Master-George Wagner
Tel: 973-927-7616

Email:wagnergm@verizon.net

2015 Sussex Show Chairman- Bill Murphy
Tel: 973-527-3307

Email: bmurph411@gmail.com

Alternate event ,Holiday Party CoordinatorBrent Weaver
Tel:201-841-1269

Email: Bweav10@gmail.com

Czar of Electronic Media CommunicationBrad Kerber
Tel:973-632-9834

Email:bkerber@optonline.net

THE NEXT MTA MEETING WILL BE HELD ON THURSDAY,
MARCH 3RD, 2016 AT THE WHIPPANY AMERICAN LEGION,
LEGION PLACE, WHIPPANY, NJ. MEETING BEGINS PROMPTLY
AT 7:30PM. GET THERE EARLY FOR PIZZA AND OTHER
ITALIAN DELICACIES.

Military Transport Association
Meeting Minutes for Thursday, February 4th 2016

OMS7: Steve Vidam addressed the members regarding the
maintenance and trouble-shooting of the M-35 Duece’s
cooling system. Steve discussed the proper procedures to
safely inspect and maintain the cooling system and the proper
procedures to use when replacing the thermostats on these
great vehicles.
Swap Meet: Bill Murphy reported that the 2016 is on track
for another great year at the Sussex County Fairgrounds.
Fred Schlesinger reports that the vendor sales are doing
well and he anticipates another sold out show!
The show will be here before you know it so, please
volunteer some of your time to this great event.
Good of the Club: John Sobotka reports that our official
Toys for Tots Santa Claus, Charlie Smith, is continuing to
recover from a recent illness. Charlie is doing very well and
looks forward to the next Toys for Tots events.
Lead East Linda and her son Dave Naprstek,
purchased new batteries for the walkie-talkies they recently
donated to our club. The radios will come in very handy for
future club events and convoys. Thank you Linda and Dave!
Members are reminded that the July MTA meeting
will be held at the Lyons VA Hospital in July and the August
meeting will be held at Swen’s Picnic. The dates for these
events will be announced soon. Both venues are great
locations and a nice change of scenery from our usual
meeting location.
Randy concluded the meeting at 8:40pm.

MEMBERSHIP DUES FOR 2016 ARE NOW DUE!

The meeting was called to order by President Randy
Emr promptly at 7:40p.m. The Pledge of Allegiance and
moment of silence was led by Randy. Approximately 30
members were in attendance.
The minutes of the previous MTA meeting were
approved as they appeared in last month’s newsletter.
Newsletter: Dave Steinert thanks those who contributed to
last month’s newsletter. He is also in need of articles from
members for publication in future issues of the newsletter.
Parades / Events: Chairman Peter Schindo discussed the
upcoming St. Patrick’s Day Parades. There are no club
sanctioned parades as of yet. Check the club website
Parades/Events Calendar. Also please contact Peter by
MTA of NJ Newsletter

Page 2

March 2016

“The MTA lost one of its long time members this
month, Bob Benson. My personal recollection of Bob was his
friendliness and enthusiasm for life and his contributions to
his community. Over the years, I bought a lot of ammunition
from Bob at the Allentown Gun Show. He will be greatly
missed by the MTA!”-David Steinert
MONTAGUE - Robert L. Benson Sr.,
78, of Montague, died Thursday, Feb.
4, 2016, at Newton Medical Center.
Born in Newton, Robert was a
lifetime resident of Sussex County. He
was a U.S. Marine Corps veteran,
serving from 1955 to 1959, and was in
the Reserves until 1963. He retired as
a captain from the New Jersey
Department of Corrections in Rahway,
where he had worked from 1960 to
2000. During that time, he had been
the
supervisor
in
charge
of
Mountainview Correctional Facilities in
Montague.
Robert's community involvement was extensive and
included the Montague Seniors, serving as the Montague
Township
constable,
sergeant-at-arms
of
the
Montague/Frankford Court, a former Scoutmaster for Troop 182
in Montague, and a past member and secretary of the Montague
Volunteer Fire Department. A former Montague Grange member,
Robert received the Community Service Award from the
Montague Grange as well as the Community Service Award from
the New Jersey State Grange. He was also a past member and
president of the Montague school board, and received the honor
of having the gymnasium at the Montague School being named
the Robert L. Benson Gymnasium. Other memberships included
the NRA, a member of the Matamoras Rod & Gun Club, a
member of the former Fredon Marksmen Club, and a member of
the former Alcan Rod & Gun Club. An active member of Marine
Corps League 747 Detachment PFC Jeffrey S.
Patterson in Sparta, Robert was the Marine
Corps coordinator for Toys for Tots in
Montague, a member of American
Legion Post 157 in Branchville, a
member of the Military Transport
Association, as well as Red Ball
Military Transport.
Robert was a loving husband, father and grandfather.
He loved his family immensely and believed if you had the love of
family and friends, you didn't need much more. Robert was a
sharing and caring soul, who lived his life doing the things he
wanted to do, the way he wanted to do them. He was very proud
to be called a Marine and lived and breathed the Marine lifestyle.
He was proud of his life accomplishments and enjoyed his life to
the fullest he could. He will be deeply missed by his family,
friends and community, but his spirit will march on. Semper Fi.
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The History of the Battle of the Bulge
From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia
The Battle of the Bulge (16 December 1944 – 25
January 1945) was a major German offensive campaign
launched through the densely forested Ardennes region of
Wallonia in Belgium, France, and Luxembourg on the
Western Front toward the end of World War II in Europe. The
surprise attack caught the Allied forces completely off guard.
United States forces bore the brunt of the attack and incurred
their highest casualties for any operation during the war. The
battle also severely depleted Germany's armored forces on
the western front, and Germany was largely unable to replace
them.
The Germans achieved total surprise on the morning
of 16 December 1944 due to a combination of Allied
overconfidence, preoccupation with Allied offensive plans,
and poor aerial reconnaissance. The Germans attacked a
weakly defended section of the Allied line, taking advantage
of heavily overcast weather conditions, which grounded the
Allies' overwhelmingly superior air forces. Fierce resistance
on the northern shoulder of the offensive around Elsenborn
Ridge and in the south around Bastogne blocked German
access to key roads to the northwest and west that they
counted on for success. Columns of armor and infantry that
were supposed to advance along parallel routes found
themselves on the same roads. This and terrain that favored
the defenders threw the German advance behind schedule
and allowed the Allies to reinforce the thinly placed troops.
Improved weather conditions permitted air attacks on German
forces and supply lines, which sealed the failure of the
offensive. In the wake of the defeat, many experienced
German units were left severely depleted of men and
equipment, as survivors retreated to the defenses of the
Siegfried Line.
The Germans' initial attack included 200,000 men,
340 tanks and 280 assault guns. These were reinforced a
couple weeks later, bringing the offensive's total strength to
300,000 troops, 1,500+ tanks and assault guns, 2,400
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aircraft, and several thousand field guns and mortars.
Between 67,200 and 125,000 of their men were killed,
missing or wounded. For the Americans, 610,000 men were
involved in the battle, of whom 89,000 were casualties,
including up to 19,000 killed. Along with the Battle of Okinawa
and the Battle of Luzon, it was one of the largest and
bloodiest battles fought by the United States in World War II.

Armored Fighting Vehicles in the
Battle for the Bulge
By David Steinert

they are not common to the American armored divisions
located in the Ardennes region of the Bulge. They are usually
deployed one or two at a time, usually to lead an attack. They
are insignificant to the overall effect of the fighting in the
Battle of the Bulge.
The self-propelled M-10 tank destroyer has been the
standard of the American Army since D-Day. However in the
last few months leading up to the Bulge, a number of U.S.
tank destroyer battalions have been using the M-18 Hellcat. In
most cases these battalions are attached to the tank
divisions.
Also, a new version of the M-10 with a 90MM gun, the
M-36 has just started making its way to the European
Theater. So, many of the tank destroyer battalions have a mix
of M-10s and M-36s. You will not find any M-18s mixed in with
these two types of tank destroyers.

The Americans
By December of 1944, American factories are
churning out armored vehicles in record numbers. This
allowed the U.S. Army to complete almost 20 Armored
Divisions with tanks. There was even a surplus of tanks to
attach an independent tank battalion for each infantry division.
At this stage of the war, new Sherman tanks are
flooding into Europe. Most of these new Shermans are
equipped with the high velocity 76MM guns and are being
supplied to the tank battalions. But most of the Shermans in
the Bulge area are the older models with the 75MM guns.

The U.S. Army Replacement Depots are well stocked
and can replace losses at the front rather quickly, replacing
tanks and crews overnight in many cases.
Many of the tank battalions still contain a company of
these light tanks with the 75MM guns, but they are of little
value in a tank fight with the superior tanks of the German
army. There is a replacement for these lighter tanks, the M24, but it’s still under development and a few months from
deployment to the European theater.
Finally, included in each U.S. tank battalion are a few
Shermans equipped with a 105MM howitzer as a main gun.
These Shermans provide fire support as needed. Armored
infantry and cavalry battalions are provided with the M-8HMC
(a 75MM howitzer on a light tank chassis) to serve as their
self-propelled howitzer support.
The British

There is a more heavily armored assault version of
the Sherman, that has been available for several months, but
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During WWII, the British produced many different
types of tanks of their own design. But by 1944, most British
armored regiments are now using some variation of the
Sherman tank, although many “home grown” tanks are still in
service.
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The British tank troop would consist of four tanks. By
December of 1944, they have produced enough of their
upgraded Firefly version of the Sherman, that each troop
contains two of them. The British Sherman Firefly was based
on the U.S. M4 Sherman but fitted with the powerful 3-inch
(76.2MM) calibre British 17-pounder anti-tank gun as its main
weapon. Each British tank regiment contained a few light
tanks with an M-5 Stuart.

similar in effectiveness to the U.S. 76MM gun. Also, the 17pounder anti-tank gun was now adapted to the M-10 tank
destroyer chassis to produce the Achilles, which has enough
punch to take on most German tanks.
The Germans
When preparing for the Ardennes Offensive in
December of 1944, the Germans were challenged with a
depletion of their armored divisions of Panzer III tanks. The
Pz IIIs were virtually extinct in the west, having been
expended in the battle for Normandy. In addition, the disaster
at Malaise, in which many of the Panzer divisions in France
were completely destroyed in a poorly conceived
counterattack, exasperated German tank losses.
With Allied air supremacy over Germany at this point
in the war, German production was vainly trying to produce
enough Panthers and Panzer IV’s to fill up the rebuilt Panzer
divisions.
Panther tank production had peaked in the previous
summer, but even with the continuous bombings by the Allies,
German factories were still churning out about 300 a month of
these superior tanks.

Some light tank regiments in the British Army during
the Bulge also consisted of a few Cromwell tanks with a
95MM Howitzer gun for fire support.

When the Churchill tank was first introduced, several
special heavy infantry tank brigades were formed and
equipped exclusively with this type of tank. The British 34th
Tank Brigade is one of those brigades and contained a full
complement of the latest versions of this tank.

In 1944, the British also adopted the U.S. M10,
nicknamed Wolverine, to fill their tank destroyer needs as
they worked on developing their own designs. One of these
designs was the Challenger, which uses a British gun design
MTA of NJ Newsletter

Each Panzer division is organized with one battalion
of sixty-eight Panthers at full strength, but demand has
exceeded production and even with most of the production
directed to the western front, no Panther battalion in the Bulge
is at full strength. SS divisions still usually have five tanks in a
platoon, while the Heer division may only have four.

The Panzer IV tank has been the workhorse of the
Panzer troops for most of the war. But, starting in the summer
of 1944, production has shifted to the Panzer JG IV/70, but by
December German production is struggling to fill the ranks of
the Panzer IV battalions with these tanks. All Panzer IV
battalions directed to the Bulge have a shortage of tanks.
Many of them have Sturmgeschütz III assault guns added to
help make up for the shortage of tanks.
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Tiger and King Tiger tanks have never been a regular
part of the Panzer divisions, but are all organized into
separate heavy tank battalions. Several of these heavy tank
battalions, also all understrength, participate in the Bulge. The
th
9 Panzer Division has a battalion of Tiger tanks attached
and Kampfgruppe Peiper from the 1st SS Panzer has a
battalion of King Tigers.

Perhaps the most resourceful armored vehicle in the
German army is the Sturmgeschütz III. At the Bulge, this allpurpose vehicle serves in Panzer battalions, assault gun
battalions, and tank destroyer battalions. The Panzer Jg IV/70
and the Panzer Jg V will commonly be seen at the Bulge.

A German tank destroyer, the Marder III and the
Czechoslovakia produced Hetzer will make appearances in
the Ardennes Offensive. The Sturmpanzer IV, an armored
infantry fire support vehicle, will rumble onto the western front
with a battalion attached to the 12th Volksgrenadier.
So, needless to say, a lot of heavy metal was pierced,
blasted and shredded in one of the largest battles of WWII.
(Information based on an article called Armored Fighting
Vehicles in the Bulge by Greg Moore)

The following pictures are from this year’s Battle of the
Bulge Reenactment at Fort Indiantown Gap, PA. Weather
conditions were perfect to compliment the conditions as
they were in December 1944. (All pictures submitted by
John Dwyer).
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fuel, troop seats, runs great, needs sheet metal work. I’m
looking for halftrack parts, T16 carrier parts, 105 MM Howitzer. I
will buy train wrecks for cash.!! , or trade
567-6419.

To add or remove listings from the Classifieds, please
email Dave Steinert at dsteinert@optonline.net or call
973-347-9091.
For Free-Dodge M37 rear end housing, M-37 rear axles long
and short side $50.00 for the pair. Dodge WC combat rims
with old ndcc 9.00 x 16 tires mounted on them $75.00 each.
Dodge WC51 transmission non syncro may need rebuild,
came from non-running truck $100. Please contact Matt
Ziegler @ 973 445 3890, anytime. (9/15)

call me Dave at 1-917-

For Sale-I have just received some of the adjustable legs for
the rear of the M-101, ¾-ton trailers. These are new in the
box (NOS), CARC color, $40 each plus shipping. I'm in Zip
21071 (Maryland). E-mail at glengar@verizon.net, if
interested. Tim Clark.
For Sale: Looking for a military vehicle? From projects to
ground-up Restorations and everything in between!
Check out:
WWW.USMILITARYVEHICLES.COM

For Sale: M38 Parts- original windshield in good condition,
glass cracked- $100. Pair of original fenders, good condition,
restorable- $50 for the pair. 5- 7:00 x 16 NDT tires, used in
good condition- $150 for the set. Call or email Mark: 973906-1069, markkb@optonline.net (9/15)
For Sale-WWII French rebuilt Dodge engine complete in
crate. Engine will not turn over by hand. $1000, call Rand at
(973)-334-1103. (3/15)
For Sale-I am selling my 3/4 ton trailer, no racks or bows
$650, Call Randy 973-219-4499. (3/15)
For Sale-M37 Deep Water Fording Kit NOS (still in wooden
crate) $350. Call Bill @ 315-689-9880 NY (9/14)
For Sale-M35A2, a great running w/camo paint Deuce. Has
heater Jatonka fuel 7 oil filters, straight tailgate, new vinyl cab
soft top. Has air shift front axle. Asking $5500 or best offer.
Call Vinny, cell:973-476-9544, home:973-635-2404. (10/13)
For Sale-Assortment of M-35 and M-135/211 parts. Please
email your requests to ajtucophc@comcast.net
For Sale-Parting out a M37, have both body & engine parts. I
also have MB, GPW and CJ Jeep parts, plus some wheels for
a CJ. Call Tom Weaver at (973)-627-9448.
For Sale-Mil Spec primers and paints, OD and Camo. WWII
Jeep frames, front, rears, transmissions, PTOs, GI grease
and oils. Call Paul Wadeson at (607)-637-2275.
For Sale-2-1/2 ton Vietnam era troop seats, muliti fuel, bows
& winch. Runs great, needs a little cab work, $3500. Ben
Hale Trailer - 1 ton with bows, lightly rusted, $300. 1968 M725
Ambulance - very nice shape - everything is there. Rear gas
heater, fresh paint, European tires, $3,500. M37 parts,
complete truck, part out with winch. Halftrack parts - call for
your needs hood, doors, radiators, rims, winch, lights, cab
parts, armor, electrical etc. Call Dave @917-567-6419, NY
For Sale-1952 M37 for parts, no engine, 1951 M37 in mint
shape, heat, winch, troop seats, 1968 M725 Jeep ambulance
in great shape, 1-ton trailer with bows, 2.5-ton w/winch, multiMTA of NJ Newsletter
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Military Transport Association
Of North Jersey
P.O. Box 393
Budd Lake, NJ 07828
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The next MTA monthly meeting
will be held on Thursday, March 3rd
7:30PM at the Whippany American
Legion Hall, Legion Place, Whppany.
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