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ON THE COVER: The M88 Tank Retriever. The M88 Tank
Retriever is a full tracked recovery vehicle primarily used
in the lifting and towing of tanks.

MTA 2016 Officers and Staff
President- Randy Emr

Tel: 973-219-4499

Email: randyemr@aol.com

Vice President- Dennis Vecchiarelli

Tel: 973-338-9497

Email: dvecc907@gmail.com

Sergeant at Arms-Scott Fleck

Tel: 908-391-2777

Email:smokin_diesel62@yahoo.com

Treasurer-Ginnie McDevitt

Tel: 845-987-7896

Parade/Event Coordinator-Peter Schindo

Tel:201-456-4071

Email: info@peterschindo.com

Parades / Events: Chairman Peter Schindo Schindo (our
own talking head) reported via skype from his Florida
compound on our upcoming parade season. Pete’s been
active in scheduling another fantastic parade season.
Please check the web site frequently for updates on parades
and those that may still need your support and attendance.
Any questions, please reach out to Peter. Note, Chester is
th
having a car show on May 15 and the MTA is invited and will
be paid to have vehicles at the show. Please reach out to
Peter soon if you can attend.
Carolyn Hoffman discussed an invite to bring
vehicles to the Tuckahoe NJ Transportation Museum and
rd
open house on April 23 from 10am on. More details to
follow.
Vice President Dennis Vecchiarelli presented the following
Treasury Report:

Membership Chairman-Fred Schlesinger

Tel:908-617-5066

Email: fred@mtaofnj.us

Recording Secretary-Vinny Schwartz

Tel: 973-635-2404

Email: vsaws@optonline.net

Newsletter Editor-Dave Steinert

Tel: 973-347-9091

Email: dsteinert@optonline.net

Web Master-George Wagner

Tel: 973-927-7616

Email:wagnergm@verizon.net

2015 Sussex Show Chairman- Bill Murphy

Tel: 973-527-3307

Email: bmurph411@gmail.com

Alternate event ,Holiday Party CoordinatorBrent Weaver

Tel:201-841-1269

Email: Bweav10@gmail.com

Czar of Electronic Media CommunicationBrad Kerber

Tel:973-632-9834

Email:bkerber@optonline.net

THE NEXT MTA MEETING WILL BE HELD ON
THURSDAY, APRIL 7TH, 2016 AT THE WHIPPANY
AMERICAN LEGION, LEGION PLACE, WHIPPANY, NJ.
MEETING BEGINS PROMPTLY AT 7:30PM. GET THERE
EARLY FOR PIZZA AND OTHER ITALIAN DELICACIES.

Military Transport Association
Meeting Minutes for Thursday, March 3, 2016
The meeting was called to order by President Randy
Emr promptly at 7:30p.m. The Pledge of Allegiance and
moment of silence was led by Randy. Approximately 30
members were in attendance.
The minutes of the previous MTA meeting were
approved as they appeared in last month’s newsletter.
Jack Stuart opened the meeting by discussing the
sad recent passing of MTA Members Bob Benson and Steve
Kuhn. Jack noted that there will be a celebration of life in
honor of Steve Kuhn at the Maywood American Legion Post
th
on Sunday March 20 …Maywood American Legion, 135 East
Passaic Street, Maywood, NJ 07607. Steve’s Celebration of

Life will be from 1400-1600. Military Vehicles are Welcome
Pot luck or donations also are welcomed!
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Kosovo Support Mission (Waffle House)-Gary Schultz
presented an update on our Kosovo Waffle House Mission.
As many may know, we have been supporting deployed
USNG troops stationed at Camp Bondsteal Kosovo for the
last 5 years. The project started with support of two
deployments of our own NJ National Guard’s deployment to
Kosovo, and later extended to support of the Connecticut
National Guard team which recently returned. Gary reported
that a new National Guard team has now taken over and Gary
was contacted by Capt. T. Nielsen from the TN National
Guard with a request to continue our support.
Greetings Mr. Schultz,
My name is CPT Travis Nielsen, and I am
the
incoming
KFOR21
volunteer/outreach
coordinator.
I oversee our Waffle House
program and am replacing Jay Soukiassian, who
gave me your contact info.
I heard you may be interested in
sending supplies to us to help us make
awesome waffles; if so, we appreciate your
support. If you'd like to mail items to us,
you can do so to the following address:
Waffle House
TF AVN 2-285th AHB
APO AE, 09340
I'm not sure how much Jay told you
about this program, but the waffles we make
every week serve to both increase morale for
our troops here, as well as help fund some of
our outreach programs, namely our work with
local students to help them go on to higher
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education. So any support we can get is
always
appreciated.
If
you
have
any
questions, please don't hesitate to ask.
TRAVIS A. NIELSEN
CPT, LG
S4, 2-285 AHB
TF AVN, Camp Bondsteel
A motion was made and unanimously approved for a
budget of $1000 to continue support of the Kosovo Support
Mission (Waffle House).
A second motion was raised and unanimously
approved to make the Kosovo Support Mission a continuing
military troop support effort of the MTA.
Gary mentioned that volunteers and donations to the
effort are welcome. Please see Gary if you can help donate,
ship packages or collect supplies.
Newsletter: Editor David Steinert is asking for members to
please consider writing a short article for the newsletter.
Please take a few moments to write Dave a short note about
your current MV project and send Dave a picture. Share your
MV stories with the rest of the team!
Railroad Operating Battalion: John Sobotka had nothing to
report on the R.O.B. effort this month...resulting in a big round
of applause! 
MTA Social Marketing: The MTA’s Czar of Electronic Media
Communications, Brad Kerber, updated the membership on our
Facebook and club social marketing efforts. Brad has done a
great job getting the MTA and our show exposure on Facebook.
Brad reports we are getting many reviews of our Facebook show
postings. Sign up for our MTA Facebook page. It’s a great way to
stay on touch with our MTA projects.

Great job Steve! We encourage all to check their braking
systems as we start to prepare our MV’s from the long winter
hibernation.
Show Report: Bill Murphy reminded us that our show is
only a few weeks away….April 16/17 will be upon us quickly.
Bill reports that all is moving smoothly so far. Newspaper
advertisements have been placed, contracts are done and
trophies have been ordered. Only one thing missing….that’s
you! We need volunteers! Please help out even if you only
have an hour or two to spare. Contact Bill at
bmurph411@gmail.com with your availability to support the club
at next month’s show, we need all the help we can get.
Randy Emr reviewed the show vehicle judging
process and judging rules. The MTA follows MVPA judging
guidelines. If you want to learn how the judging is conducted
or want to help, please see Randy.
Discussion followed on efforts to get a helicopter to
land at the show this year. Budgets and FAA rules seem to be
getting in the way once again.
Al “Cookie” Mellini updated us all on our food and
catering plans with a detailed review of our menu and catering
plans. Kitchen help is always needed. Got an hour or two to
support the Cookie, we all appreciate the staff supporting the
kitchen for the weekend. What a great job they do each year.
Gary Schultz reported that the club shirts are for
sale. See Gary early at the show or email him at
grsschultz@aol.com if you want to reserve a T-Shirt before
they all disappear that the show.
Randy concluded the meeting at 8:40pm.

MEMBERSHIP DUES FOR 2016 ARE NOW DUE!

OMS#7: Steve Vidam provided a great report on care and
maintenance on MV air brake systems.
1. Draining the air tanks, especially during the winter is
important.
2. Water causes damage and ice can form in the system.
3. 2-1/2 ton trucks and 5 ton trucks with air over hydraulic
brakes have two air tanks that need draining daily.
4. Trucks with full air brake systems have multi tanks and
many check valves. This system is prone to rust and ice
ups, if this happens the system won’t hold pressure and
the spring brakes will stay on, keeping the rear brakes
locked. Some have auto water drains, but they still have
four train valves that should be emptied daily. Some
models have an alcohol jar on the firewall for de-icing.
5. Don’t forget trailers with air brakes. They have an air tank
and needs to be drained. Water and ice can build there
too. These trailers have a breakaway valve, if separated
from towed vehicle, trailer brakes lock up, so you don’t
have runaways.
6. Always check the trailer air hoses and packing for leaks.
7. The correct air color code is:
Service=Yellow
Emergency=Red
8. Use DOT 5 brake fluid.
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The MTA lost another of its long time members this
month, Steve Kuhn.
Stephen Robert Kuhn, 64, of Hasbrouck Heights, NJ
entered into eternal rest on February 22, 2016. He was the
beloved husband of Joanne (Kovach) Kuhn, brotherly cousin
to Jim Roncoroni of Altoona, PA, and beloved uncle to
Pamela Taylor of Manchester, PA and Jane Stevens of
Maggie Valley, NC. Also left to cherish his memory are 13
grand nieces and nephews. He was preceded in death by his
parents, Edwin and Dorothy (Roncoroni) Kuhn of Altoona, PA
and his sister Dorothy L. Westwood of Altoona, PA.
Steve Kuhn was born in 1951 and grew up in Altoona,
PA. He graduated from Altoona High School in 1969. He also
attended Penn State University, Altoona campus and CUNY
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Law School, Queens, NY. He became a believer in Jesus
Christ in 1989 and was baptized that year.
During his lifetime Steve worked for many years as a
musician. He also was a MSCE and was currently employed
as the manager of the computer department of an
Englewood, NJ company.
His hobbies included obtaining a recreational pilot
license. He enjoyed training dogs and competed in the
Obedience Ring with his rescue doberman, Naboo Von
Sussex, also known as "Boo". Steve was active for many
years in doberman rescue where he met his wife, Joanne.
Steve Kuhn had many friends in the Vintage Military
Vehicle hobby. He would often be seen driving his 1969
Deuce-and-a-Half in veterans’ parades and activities or
carrying members of the Taejon Chapter of the Korean War
Veterans Association of NJ. He also supported the U.S.S.
Ling SS297 and the Historic Submarine Museum located in
Hackensack, NJ.

All are invited to a Celebration of Life planned for
March 20, 2016 from 2 to 4 p.m. at the Maywood American
Legion, 135 E. Passaic St., Maywood, NJ. Donations can be
made in his memory to the New Jersey's Mission of Honor for
Cremains of American Veterans. (njsmissionofhonor.org)

The M88 VTR Tank Retriever (Gasoline)
By Pat Kruger

I was trained on the M88 and other recovery vehicles
in Aberdeen Proving Grounds in 1970. [MOS 63F Recovery
Specialist]
The M88 Tank Retriever is a full tracked recovery
vehicle primarily for tanks. It also has a crane capable of
lifting up to 25 tons. Along with a 90,000 pound main winch
th
with a 1-1/8 inch cable, it can perform many recovery and
other operations as well. It was a little over 27 feet long, 11
and 1/4 feet wide and weighed 52 tons (up to 55 tons combat
Loaded). It was design to hold a crew of four: Driver,
Assistant Driver/Mechanic, Rigger, and Vehicle Commander.

At the time I was on active duty, the M88 cost
$188,000 apiece to build. They now cost more than
$2,000,000 each, and that is for the current M88A2 Hercules!
It was designed and made by Bowen McLaughlin
York (BMY) starting in 1959, put into service in 1961 and has
been updated twice since then [1977 and 1997] and is now
known as the Hercules M88A2 which is heavier and slightly
larger than the two predecessors.
The original model had a V12, 1790 cubic inch, AVSI
Gasoline Engine (Air cooled, V configuration, Super charged,
Fuel injected) producing 1000 hp (the diesel V12 1790 AVDS
engine only produces 750 hp but the torque is much greater).

It was primarily made by Continental Engines with
some made by Chrysler Corp. It burned 2 gallons of gasoline
per mile and had a fuel capacity of 454 gallons (max range of
222 miles but less in actual use). Ignition was magneto (2)
MTA of NJ Newsletter
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and it had 24 spark plugs. The M88 had a book speed of 31
mph but we were clocked by the MPs doing 42 mph on a tank
trail in Graffenwohr, Germany!
It also had a 90 hp auxiliary engine (now a 10 hp
Diesel) which performed hydraulic operations when the main
engine was incapacitated, charged the batteries (It had a rope
start feature along with an electric starter), was the power
source to perform fuel and defuel operations, supplied the
power for the hydraulic impact gun, and also could raise the
boom to allow access to the engine.

Affschaffensburg. There was a three digit number, the first
digit indicated the company, the next two was the admin
number of the vehicle, “0” was for Hq Company, “1” for A Co,
“2” for B Co. and “3” for C Co. IE 089, 122, 230, 315.
DIGITAL EXTRA: For those MTA Members who
receive the digital version of the newsletter, watch
a M88 Tank Retriever move a Abrams Tank:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u21P2ylfoGg
In Battalion Maintenance we had two M88’s, HQ 88
& 89. The line companies had one each. Our bumper
markings, in white, were, as sitting in the driver’s seat; on the
right front and left rear “3I-1-64[triangle]” on the left front and
right rear, ‘HQ 89’. We also had a white star on the front and
both sides and a small white star in the back by the pintle
hook.
The most important crew responsibility on their M88
was track maintenance. Checking track tension, center
guides, and end connectors were a daily chore, as was
checking the sprocket and road wheel bolts. It had to be done
or you’d be out in the field putting back on a thrown track.
There were many routine jobs that needed to be done
at predetermined intervals as well. There was always
something to do! For winter, our TC had us take every tenth
center guide off and replace them with guides with cut fork
tips, but install them with the forks outward. This was like
studded tires and gave much needed added traction. I had an
M88 slide sideways on an ice covered tank trail - holy crap!
But I recovered without going off the trail. Phew! While there
were no cliffs or other obstacles on the sides of the road it
was still a hairy development!

The M88 had compartments for OVM everywhere.
Our special ones were under the crew compartment floor.
Unless you had experience on this vehicle you did not know
they were there. With the air cooled main engine there was a
constant flow of air flowing through there also and kept your
beverages nice and cool!
Armament was one M2 BMG 50 cal. machine gun
with a basic load of 800 - 1300 rounds of ammo depending on
the command. The armor was designed to withstand small
arms up to 30mm direct fire weapons.
The M88 rode like a Cadillac and was the vehicle to
call when you broke or got your vehicle stuck!
When I was on active duty in the early 1970’s, the
vehicles were marked in yellow on the sides with a numerical
st
th
rd
and symbol system. I was in the 1 Bn 64 Armor 3 Inf Div.
A diamond was for the 1st Battalion, in Kitzingen, a circle was
nd
rd
for the 2 Bn, in Schweinfurt, triangle for the 3 Bn, also in
th
Schweinfurt, and a square was for the 4
Bn, in
MTA of NJ Newsletter

The blade on the front, while not a dozer blade, but
only a spade to support the suspension while performing
lifting operations, was used to level areas by back dragging.
There was no hard cutting edge on it and they could be bent!
My TC Spec 5, Wayne Rice, took a tree down with it
because the Sgt Major insisted we hide in a specific spot in
the wood line during Reforger 2 (1971). The tree was about
18 inches in diameter and he hit it with the spade down at the
point where the arm was, snapped the tree at the base, raised
the spade and pushed the tree away from us. I dropped my
seat as I thought the tree was going to drop on top of us.
Wayne laughed. He was a bulldozer operator in civilian life!
During these maneuvers there was always a German
there with a pad and pencil writing down bumper numbers,
dates, times, and what damage we were causing so he could
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get reimbursed by the US Army. Never enter a ‘Baumschule’
(Tree nursery) or run over any livestock! You didn’t want to
run over any wire cage like contraption in the woods either –
they were over ant colonies. The army told us we would have
to pay out of our own pockets for what they had to pay
‘comrade’ for them. We took their word for it and we didn’t
have any such penalties in our company that I was aware of!

Variants of the M88 Tank Retriever




When towing a tank for long distances we had to
raise up the exhaust deflector in the back otherwise the hot
exhaust would burn the paint and other items off the tank. I’ve
seen flames shoot 4 feet out the back of the M88 when
decelerating after pulling a long hill while towing a tank. The
tow bar takes three men to remove and hook it up, it’s just too
heavy for two guys (about 250 lbs). The snatch block,
mounted on the right front, is a finger buster as well.
Everything is heavy duty on this machine.

M88A2 Hercules – 1991

The original M88 produced from 1960 to 1964 used the
Continental AVSI-1790-6A gasoline engine rated at 980 HP at
2800 rpm, as well as a 10 HP gasoline auxiliary power unit. The
M88A1 was powered by the Continental AVDS-1790-2DR
Diesel engine and had a 10 HP Diesel auxiliary power unit.
While the original M88 and M88A1 are designated as a
"Medium Recovery Vehicle", the M88A2 (original designation
being M88A1E1) is designated as "Heavy Recovery Vehicle".
They are all similar in many fundamental ways however, the
later version is distinctly heavier (70 tons, compared to the
original 56 tons) and uses a different engine (AVDS 1790-8CR
with 1050 hp, compared to a Continental AVDS-1790-2DR, with
750 hp).
The M88A2 is slightly larger than its predecessors (8.6
x 3.7 x 3.2 m compared to 8.3 x 3.4 x 3.2 m) thus retains a
lower top speed (40 km/h) and a significantly lower road range
(322 km compared to 450 km). There have also been
improvements in braking and steering. Additionally, the M88A2
has upgraded armor protection including armored track skirts
and applique armor panels, which both previous models lack.
The M88 is also lacking in Nuclear, Biological, Chemical (NBC)
defenses and a smoke screen generator, which the later M88A1
and M88A2 models are equipped with. Furthermore, the crew
number has decreased from 5, to 3-4, to 3 through the series.
However, all variants retain an M2 Browning .50 caliber
machine gun, 432 mm ground clearance, 2.6 m fording depth,
1.1 m wall climb and 2.6 m trench crossing capabilities. There
has been no major deviation in battlefield role through the M88
series. The later models are merely able to lift heavier loads.
The M88A1 was designed around the now obsolete M60 Patton
tanks, so it was in light of the fact that two M88A1's were
required to tow the new M1 Abrams tank that the decision was
made to upgrade to the M88A2 in 1991.

DIGITAL EXTRA: For those MTA Members who
receive the digital version of the newsletter, watch
a M88 Hercules Tank Retriever pulls tank:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6ubM1cXSTF
U

All in all, my experience on the M88 was
challenging…but, I wouldn’t trade it for all the jeeps in the
army…which reminds me of another story!
MTA of NJ Newsletter

M88 - 1961
M88A1 – 1977

Page 6

April 2016

complete truck, part out with winch. Halftrack parts - call for
your needs hood, doors, radiators, rims, winch, lights, cab
parts, armor, electrical etc. Call Dave @917-567-6419, NY

To add or remove listings from the Classifieds, please
email Dave Steinert at dsteinert@optonline.net or call
973-347-9091.
For Sale: Full set of M35A2 wheel and 9.00 x 20 NDT tire
take-offs. I have a quantity of 12. Tires are fair to poor
condition, but good for spares or trailers. Mix and match any
quantities for $50 each or b/o. Call or email Rich: 732-2361159, r.pascale1@verizon.net (3/16)
For Free-Dodge M37 rear end housing, M-37 rear axles long
and short side $50.00 for the pair. Dodge WC combat rims
with old ndcc 9.00 x 16 tires mounted on them $75.00 each.
Dodge WC51 transmission non syncro may need rebuild,
came from non-running truck $100. Please contact Matt
Ziegler @ 973 445 3890, anytime. (9/15)

For Sale-1952 M37 for parts, no engine, 1951 M37 in mint
shape, heat, winch, troop seats, 1968 M725 Jeep ambulance
in great shape, 1-ton trailer with bows, 2.5-ton w/winch, multifuel, troop seats, runs great, needs sheet metal work. I’m
looking for halftrack parts, T16 carrier parts, 105 MM Howitzer. I
will buy train wrecks for cash.!! , or trade
567-6419.

call me Dave at 1-917-

For Sale-I have just received some of the adjustable legs for
the rear of the M-101, 3⁄4-ton trailers. These are new in the
box (NOS), CARC color, $40 each plus shipping. I'm in Zip
21071 (Maryland). E-mail at glengar@verizon.net, if
interested. Tim Clark.
For Sale: Looking for a military vehicle? From projects to
ground-up Restorations and everything in between!
Check out:
WWW.USMILITARYVEHICLES.COM

For Sale: M38 Parts- original windshield in good condition,
glass cracked- $100. Pair of original fenders, good condition,
restorable- $50 for the pair. 5- 7:00 x 16 NDT tires, used in
good condition- $150 for the set. Call or email Mark: 973906-1069, markkb@optonline.net (9/15)
For Sale-WWII French rebuilt Dodge engine complete in
crate. Engine will not turn over by hand. $1000, call Rand at
(973)-334-1103. (3/15)
For Sale-I am selling my 3/4 ton trailer, no racks or bows
$650, Call Randy 973-219-4499. (3/15)
For Sale-M37 Deep Water Fording Kit NOS (still in wooden
crate) $350. Call Bill @ 315-689-9880 NY (9/14)
For Sale-M35A2, a great running w/camo paint Deuce. Has
heater Jatonka fuel 7 oil filters, straight tailgate, new vinyl cab
soft top. Has air shift front axle. Asking $5500 or best offer.
Call Vinny, cell:973-476-9544, home:973-635-2404. (10/13)
For Sale-Assortment of M-35 and M-135/211 parts. Please
email your requests to ajtucophc@comcast.net
For Sale-Parting out a M37, have both body & engine parts. I
also have MB, GPW and CJ Jeep parts, plus some wheels for
a CJ. Call Tom Weaver at (973)-627-9448.
For Sale-Mil Spec primers and paints, OD and Camo. WWII
Jeep frames, front, rears, transmissions, PTOs, GI grease
and oils. Call Paul Wadeson at (607)-637-2275.
For Sale-2-1/2 ton Vietnam era troop seats, muliti fuel, bows
& winch. Runs great, needs a little cab work, $3500. Ben
Hale Trailer - 1 ton with bows, lightly rusted, $300. 1968 M725
Ambulance - very nice shape - everything is there. Rear gas
heater, fresh paint, European tires, $3,500. M37 parts,
MTA of NJ Newsletter
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Military Transport Association
Of North Jersey
P.O. Box 393
Budd Lake, NJ 07828

MTA of NJ Newsletter

The next MTA monthly meeting
will be held on Thursday, April 7th
7:30PM at the Whippany American
Legion Hall, Legion Place, Whppany.
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