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ON THE COVER: These Jeeps represent a small sample
of Collector Frank Buck’s military vehicle collection.
(Photo by Dave Steinert)

MTA 2016 Officers and Staff
President- Randy Emr

Tel: 973-219-4499

Email: randyemr@aol.com

Vice President- Dennis Vecchiarelli

Tel: 973-338-9497

Email: dvecc907@gmail.com

Sergeant at Arms-Scott Fleck

Tel: 908-391-2777

Email:smokin_diesel62@yahoo.com

Treasurer-Ginnie McDevitt

Tel: 845-987-7896

Note: The June Meeting will be at the American Legion in
Whippany).
July: Our July meeting at the Lyons Veterans Hospital. We
will be displaying our vehicles in conjunction with the Triumph
Car Club.
August: Our annual Redball/MTA picnic at Sven’s. Date and
time to be confirmed. A must do event!
Pete notes that we are very far behind on member
signups for our spring parades. Currently Pete advises that
we can only support 20% of the open parade roster. Please
contact Pete if you can support one or more events this
spring! Check the website for an updated list of events.
Vice President Dennis Vecchiarelli presented the following
Treasury Report:

Parade/Event Coordinator-Peter Schindo

Tel:201-456-4071

Email: info@peterschindo.com

Membership Chairman-Fred Schlesinger

Tel:908-617-5066

Email: fred@mtaofnj.us

Recording Secretary-Vinny Schwartz

Tel: 973-635-2404

Email: vsaws@optonline.net

Newsletter Editor-Dave Steinert

Tel: 973-347-9091

Email: dsteinert@optonline.net

Web Master-George Wagner

Tel: 973-927-7616

Email:wagnergm@verizon.net

2015 Sussex Show Chairman- Bill Murphy

Tel: 973-527-3307

Email: bmurph411@gmail.com

Alternate event ,Holiday Party CoordinatorBrent Weaver

Tel:201-841-1269

Email: Bweav10@gmail.com

Czar of Electronic Media CommunicationBrad Kerber

Tel:973-632-9834

Email:bkerber@optonline.net

THE NEXT MTA MEETING WILL BE HELD ON
THURSDAY, JUNE 2ND, 2016 AT THE WHIPPANY
AMERICAN LEGION, LEGION PLACE, WHIPPANY, NJ.
MEETING BEGINS PROMPTLY AT 7:30PM. GET THERE
EARLY FOR PIZZA AND OTHER ITALIAN DELICACIES.

Military Transport Association
Meeting Minutes for Thursday, April 7th 2016
The meeting was called to order by President Randy
Emr at 7:30p.m. The Pledge of Allegiance and moment of
silence was led by Randy. Approximately 30 members were
in attendance.
The minutes of the previous MTA meeting were
approved as they appeared in last month’s newsletter.
Parades / Events: Chairman Peter Schindo is looking at the
possibility of having our June meeting at the Boonton
Fireman’s Retirement Home. Details on a date and time to
follow! Note we will also be taking club member photos at the
June meeting so bring your smiley faces in June Watch the
newsletter and website for the June meeting date. (Editor’s
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With the monetary success of the show this year, Randy
noted that our policy on donations is primarily to support
military or veteran related causes and that a club member
should be engaged in or know directly of the cause being
funded.
Newsletter: Dave Steinert thanked Harold Ratzburg for his
excellent article in the last issue recounting MTA shows of the
past and how we as a club have grown. Great article Harold!
Dave also thanked all those who contributed pictures
to the last issue, Ken Lesoine and Gary Schultz.
OMS#7: With the absence of Steve Vidam at the meeting,
Pat Kruger noted he had nothing prepared for the meeting,
but advised that if members need advice on technical issues
affecting their vehicles to please reach out. We hope Pat is
working on his next article for the newsletter. The tank
recovery tracked vehicle article was great. Pat is a wealth of
knowledge!
Swap Meet: Bill Murphy thanked all for the excellent
teamwork leading up to and during the show. Bill noted that
most people when asked at the front gate how they learned of
the show, commented that they found out about the show
from our many roadside signs and local papers. Apparently
we have a large repeat customer base as many commented
that they have attended the show before.
Al “Cookie” Mellini reported that this year was a
record year for MTA members who helped in the kitchen and
an additional seven club members who helped serve during
the Friday Vendor Dinner.
Al thanked the following people who helped in the
kitchen: Jeff Bennett (cash), Jeff Travelli (everything), Chris
VanOrden (eggs), Anita Roberts (orders), Chris and Vinnie
Mazzei (hot dogs), Chris Seugling (chili), Mike Samansky
(chili), Mark Mellini (transport), Lou Campanile (transport),
and Gary Hoffman (Chili).
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Those who helped at the Friday night’s Vendor
Dinner: Sue Schlesinger, Pat Dolan, Tom McHugh, Bill
Murphy, Jack Pellington and Gary Schultz.
Randy thanked Bill Murphy for his dedication and
thoroughness to detail in his planning of the show. The
membership also showed its appreciation with a thunderous
applause for Bill. Thank you Bill!
Railroad Operating Battalion: Carolyn Hoffman reports
that the Sussex County Minors baseball team will be hosting
a special Toys for Tots drive at the stadium in Augusta this
fall. They have inquired if members would provide two or
three vehicles to the event and possibly drive Vets around the
infield. Date and Time to be confirmed. Any members wishing
to support this event contact Carolyn.
John Sobotka advises that the Morristown PD is
hosting a Toys for Tots drive on the Green in Morristown and
invites the MTA to show a few vehicles on the Green. John
also reports that the Morris and Erie Rail Road may not be
able to provide a train this year for the Morris County run.
John has 13 walkie talkies that were donated to the
MTA by the Lead East car club. John has refurbished several
of the walkie talkie with new batteries and needed
maintenance. They will be available to members to use at
events. See John if you need to barrow one!
Cyber Team: Patrick Tipton reports that he is adding more
photos to our social media accounts. Hope you all are joining
our club Facebook page….a great way to keep in touch with
all of our club activities. Great job Pat!
New Business: Jack McDevitt advised he has an inquiry
from a movie company looking for a WWII Jeep for filming out
on Long Island. Jack will advise when a date and time has
been confirm. Several members stepped forward with interest
to support this Movie event. 10% of all movie support the club
provides goes to the club the rest to the vehicle owner.
Pat Dolan was this month big 50/50 winner!

years ago, but at the time, Al had sold Frank a WWII Federal
Tractor Trailer rig. So, Frank invited Al to attend the second
meeting of the recently formed Red Ball military vehicle club
at his home in Mountainhome, PA. Al then invited my father,
myself, and a group of local NJC MVPA members (we were
not yet called the MTA at this time) to join him on his visit to
attend the meeting at Frank’s house. That was my first tour of
Frank’s collection.

Frank moved to a new home in Gettysburg PA about
12 years ago and is now retired having recently sold Pocono
Peterbuilt.
Recently Frank invited me to come out and see his
collection of WWII military vehicles, uniforms and military
equipment. Joining me for the visit were fellow MTA members
Dave Steinert and Chris VanOrden for the three hour ride to
Gettysburg.

Meeting closed at 8:30pm

The Frank Buck Collection and Tour
By Gary Schulz

Many in the local military vehicle hobby know Frank
Buck as the owner of Pocono Peterbuilt and an avid military
vehicle collector. Frank started his military vehicle addiction,
like most of us, with an interest in WWII Jeeps and started his
collection back in the 1960’s with an MB which he still has.
I first met Frank through a MTA member named Al
Axelrod back in the early 1990’s. Al passed away several
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Upon arrival we were met by Frank and his son Adam
with a warm welcome, followed by a personal tour of Frank’s
“Man Cave”, a very large building housing his collection of
over 15 WWII military vehicles. Also, included in his vehicle
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collection is a recently restored 1946 CJ2A, three well
preserved 1957 Corvettes and several beautifully restored
Packard’s!
Last month Frank purchased a completely original
1943 GPW with its original paint, capstan winch and canvas
top from a well-publicized auction in Southern New Jersey.
Dave, Chris and I had a chance to pour over not just
the original 43’s GPW but 3 additional completely original
WWII Jeep all with original canvas and equipment.
Probably one of the most original WWII Jeeps to be
found in any collection is Frank’s 1945 GPW, with its original
paint, markings, canvas and the original W.A.C. Surplus
auction stencil dated 8-20-45 still painted on its cowl. This
Jeep with serial number 258913 and with only 6006 original
miles is only 1752 units away in production build from my own
1945 GPW, both of which were likely built on the same week
at the Dallas TX Ford factory. This Jeep is in remarkable
original condition is a true time capsule for G503 enthusiasts!

Frank and Adam showed us all of their Jeeps and
allowed us to take notes and photos of all the original features
of the several unrestored Jeeps in the collection. Also in the
collection was a beautifully restored 1946 early CJ2A with
column shift.
We had a chance to scour over the collection of
impeccably original 1957 Corvettes, one of which was being
prepped for a classic car race in New York next month. We
were able to get up close to several incredibly beautiful
MTA of NJ Newsletter

Packard’s, all veterans of the Pebble Beach Concourse De
Elegance. All vehicles maintained in running condition.
We then toured the back of the building which housed
the heavy iron consisting of a few WWII CCKWs, an
unrestored LeRoy Compressor Truck mounted on a CCKW
chassis with all of the original pneumatic tools, drills and chain
saws still in their proper storage compartments. A nicely
restored WWII Ward LaFrance Heavy Wrecker, a more recent
5-ton Recovery vehicle, HUMVEE and the white hook and
ladder fire truck formally in service with the city of
Stroudsburg PA.

After coffee, we spent the afternoon going over
Franks collection of early club photo albums and a surprise
find to see a framed photo Frank had of a 1995 Red Ball
parade and finding that my father was in the center of the
picture!
We had a chance to see up close over 200 WWII
uniforms, helmets and related equipment, but the surprise of
the collection included WWII General Mark Clark’s uniform
and General Ridgeway’s footlocker and hat.
Frank and Adam were very gracious hosts treating us
to lunch and chance to chat about the early days of the
hobby and growth of the Red Ball and MTA clubs and the
future of the hobby.
Before leaving Gettysburg, Frank directed us to the
Gettysburg Museum of History. This was another treat to see
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a true wealth of military history in its collection spanning time
periods from the Civil War, to WWII and Vietnam. The
museum included a unique US Presidential collection
including JFK’s rocking chair and presidential limousine flags.

A visit to the Gettysburg Museum of History is
recommended if you have a chance to visit Gettysburg and
the Civil War battlefields. For museum info see:
www.gettysburgmuseumofhistory.com
We wish to thank Frank and Adam for spending their
day with us, allowing us to tour their unique collection of
vehicles, equipment, paintings, uniforms and more!

i.e., bumpers and chrome work. The bumper chrome was
mostly weathered away, but since staff cars had Army Green
painted bumpers, it did not matter. Fenders and running
boards (remember when cars had running boards?) had
surface rust, but no dents from former mishaps.

The inside was another story. The door panels were
in tatters, and the seat covers were worn out and shredded,
and the headliner badly needed replacing. A small leak by the
rear window had allowed water to rust out the inner metal
window frame.
And the trunk-----well, after sitting in a field for years,
the floor had pretty well rotted away, but enough was left to
anchor sheet metal to it so that you would not lose whatever
you were hauling back there. Likewise, the under carriage
and the engine compartment had heavy rust over everything.
Undaunted, like so many old car enthusiasts get, I
bought it, for $300, and with the help of Jack and a friend with
a flatbed trailer, we hauled it home and winched it into the
garage.

THE 1941 PLYMOUTH STAFF CAR
PROJECT-Part I
By Harold Ratzburg

There it was, sitting in the side yard of a Southern NJ
Redneck, when a good friend, Jack Tensen, found it.
Jack had always wanted to get into a Staff Car
project, but he did not have the space to work on it, so he
urged me to take on the job. He promised that he would
indeed help me with it, so I figured we would tackle the job.
We went down to look at it, and it was pretty far gone,
but it was salvageable. The finish was gone with plenty of
surface rust, it had no hub caps, but the outside was all there,
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Then the restoration odyssey began…
First thing was to clean up the undercarriage and
engine compartment and paint. Jack being the friend that he
was, really did help me to work on the car. We spent several
weekends under the Plymouth just scraping rust and painting
and he was there all the time. What a guy!
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Then came the engine and engine compartment. The
head was pulled and new rings installed, the bearings
checked, and accessories such as starter, etc. were gone
over. We then cleaned the radiator, installed new hoses etc.
Checked the brakes and replaced or fixed whatever was
necessary.

The most fun part was getting to work on the body
and inside so it looked like something was going together and
after a lot of work, it started looking good.
I got some scrap sheet metal from a welder friend,
and with the use of about a hundred or so pop rivets, I was
able to fabricate a floor for the trunk with the sheet metal
scraps and anchor it to the remaining rusted edges. The
scraps were free, and when I got a new floor mat for the
trunk, nobody but me would know the difference unless they
crawled under the car and I figured that was kind of unlikely.
The J. C. Whitney catalog provided the headliner and
seat covers. I tacked in the headliner and my wife Annelie,
mostly took care of the seat covers except when she needed
some heavy lifting to get the seats down into the basement.

Where do you find an interior metal window frame for
a 1941 Plymouth? You start pouring over the ads in
Hemmings Motors, Antique Car Magazine with all the fine
print. Finally, one was found in a junk yard in Kansas and,
and after paying way too much for it, it was sent to NJ.

Cloth material was found (I don't remember where) to
recover the door panels. With the help of my Frau and her
sewing machine, new panels were made and installed after all
the window mechanisms were checked and given much
needed lubrication. Thank goodness none of the windows
were broken.
Then came the paint job. I had a friend do it in a paint
shop, and he charged me about twice as much as I had
anticipated---surprise, surprise! But he did a fine job. Of
course, silly me, I should have worked out the financial details
before he started to avoid surprises like that!…Part II to be
continued in the July issue of Motor Pool Messenger!

HISTORICAL INFORMATION: In 1941, Plymouth started
receiving orders for staff cars from the U. S. Army and
Navy. Early vehicles were painted olive drab for the Army
application and left in the civilian paint scheme for the
Navy application. The modifications to the P11 sedan
range from just an olive drab paint job to military lighting,
sirens and oil filters. The Navy modified the P11 sedan
the least of the major services. It was not uncommon to
see an admiral stepping out of a P11 staff car with a
civilian paint job and shiny chrome bumpers.
MTA of NJ Newsletter
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For Sale-Parting out a M37, have both body & engine parts. I also
have MB, GPW and CJ Jeep parts, plus some wheels for a CJ. Call
Tom Weaver at (973)-627-9448.

To add or remove listings from the Classifieds, please
email Dave Steinert at dsteinert@optonline.net or call
973-347-9091.
For Sale: 1969 M35A2, Multifuel, C Turbo, winch, NJ Title, Historic
Plates, Jatonka oil filters, Fuel filters available. $6500. Set of 11
Brand New matching unmounted 9.00x20 NDTs with flaps and a box
of tubes. $1100. 1968 M105 trailer with NJ Title. $500. Please
contact Joanne Kuhn 201.288.7467 or email her at

joanne_in_nj@yahoo.com.

Willys Jeep Parts Free to MTA Members-Axle Flange, Rear, No
Wheel Studs; Bell Housing, 1949 Willis Truck, w/ Inspection Plate;
Bell Housing, CJ-3A, 10 Hole, 3/8” Starter Bushing, No Motor Plate,
Inspection Hole Cut in Side; Bell Housing, M-38A1, 10 Hole, w/
Motor Plate, ½” Starter Bolts; Bell Housing, M-38A1, 10 Hole, w/
Motor Plate, w/ Threaded Clutch Cable Hole, w/ Stud for PTO;
Bracket, Oil Filter To Block, F-134; Cylinder Head, L-134, w/ Firing
Order & Valve Adjustment, Missing Water Bypass Tapping; Dipstick
& Tube, Indicates ‘FULL’ at 25”, possibly M-38; Flywheel, 12.5” OD,
124 Tooth w/ Bronze Bearing, Surface Rust, But Smooth & Useable,
Used Friction Disc & Pressure Plate Included; Generator, L-134, 6
Volt; Leaf Springs – Rear, Pair, M-38 (10 Leaf), Needs Bushings /
Cushions to Be Perfect; Motor Plate, M-38 (Late), w/ Back Supports;
Motor Plate, M-38, w/ Timing Hole; Oil Pan, Good Condition;
Starter, L-134, 12 Volt, Style W/O External Switch Mechanism;
Transmission Shift Lever Cover; Valve Cover, F-134, Good
Condition; Water Pumps, 1) w/ Single Belt Pulley, 2) w/ Single Belt
Pulley & Fan Blades. Call Robert 201-226-9289,Saddle Book, NJ.

For Sale-Mil Spec primers and paints, OD and Camo. WWII Jeep
frames, front, rears, transmissions, PTOs, GI grease and oils. Call
Paul Wadeson at (607)-637-2275.
For Sale-2-1/2 ton Vietnam era troop seats, muliti fuel, bows &
winch. Runs great, needs a little cab work, $3500. Ben Hale Trailer 1 ton with bows, lightly rusted, $300. 1968 M725 Ambulance - very
nice shape - everything is there. Rear gas heater, fresh paint,
European tires, $3,500. M37 parts, complete truck, part out with
winch. Halftrack parts - call for your needs hood, doors, radiators,
rims, winch, lights, cab parts, armor, electrical etc. Call Dave @917567-6419, NY
For Sale-1952 M37 for parts, no engine, 1951 M37 in mint shape,
heat, winch, troop seats, 1968 M725 Jeep ambulance in great
shape, 1-ton trailer with bows, 2.5-ton w/winch, multi-fuel, troop
seats, runs great, needs sheet metal work. I’m looking for halftrack
parts, T16 carrier parts, 105 MM Howitzer. I will buy train wrecks for
cash.!! , or trade call me Dave at 1-917-567-6419.
For Sale-I have just received some of the adjustable legs for the rear
of the M-101, 3⁄4-ton trailers. These are new in the box (NOS), CARC
color, $40 each plus shipping. I'm in Zip 21071 (Maryland). E-mail at
glengar@verizon.net, if interested. Tim Clark.
For Sale: Looking for a military vehicle? From projects to
ground-up Restorations and everything in between! Check out:
WWW.USMILITARYVEHICLES.COM
WANTED: Steering Gear Box for 1952 M38, rebuilt if possible.
Call Ken Conklin at 845-369-3930.

For Sale: Full set of M35A2 wheel and 9.00 x 20 NDT tire take-offs. I
have a quantity of 12. Tires are fair to poor condition, but good for
spares or trailers. Mix and match any quantities for $50 each or b/o.
Call or email Rich: 732-236-1159, r.pascale1@verizon.net (3/16)
For Free-Dodge M37 rear end housing, M-37 rear axles long and
short side $50.00 for the pair. Dodge WC combat rims with old ndcc
9.00 x 16 tires mounted on them $75.00 each. Dodge WC51
transmission non syncro may need rebuild, came from non-running
truck $100. Please contact Matt Ziegler @ 973 445 3890, anytime.
(9/15)
For Sale: M38 Parts- original windshield in good condition, glass
cracked- $100. Pair of original fenders, good condition, restorable$50 for the pair. 5- 7:00 x 16 NDT tires, used in good condition$150 for the set.
Call or email Mark: 973-906-1069,
markkb@optonline.net (9/15)

For Sale-WWII French rebuilt Dodge engine complete in
crate. Engine will not turn over by hand. $1000, call Rand at
(973)-334-1103. (3/15)
For Sale-M37 Deep Water Fording Kit NOS (still in wooden
crate) $350. Call Bill @ 315-689-9880 NY (9/14)
For Sale-Assortment of M-35 and M-135/211 parts. Please
email your requests to ajtucophc@comcast.net
MTA of NJ Newsletter
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Military Transport Association
Of North Jersey
P.O. Box 393
Budd Lake, NJ 07828
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The next MTA monthly meeting
will be held on Thursday, June 2nd
7:30PM at the Whippany American
Legion Hall, Legion Place, Whppany.
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