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ON THE COVER: A submerged U.S. Sherman tank from
WWII lays abandoned in the waters off the coast of
Saipan, Northern Mariana Islands.

MTA 2016 Officers and Staff
President- Randy Emr
Tel: 973-219-4499

Email: randyemr@aol.com

Vice President- Dennis Vecchiarelli
Tel: 973-338-9497

Email: dvecc907@gmail.com

Military Transport Association
Meeting Minutes for Thursday, June 3rd 2016
The meeting was called to order by President Randy
Emr at 7:30p.m. The Pledge of Allegiance and moment of
silence was led by Andy Salzano.
The minutes of the previous MTA meeting were
approved as they appeared in last month’s newsletter.
The Treasurer’s Report was read by Vice President
Dennis Vecchiarelli and the figures are listed below:

Sergeant at Arms-Scott Fleck
Tel: 908-391-2777

Email:smokin_diesel62@yahoo.com

Treasurer-Ginnie McDevitt
Tel: 845-987-7896

Parade/Event Coordinator-Peter Schindo
Tel:201-456-4071

Email: info@peterschindo.com

Membership Chairman-Fred Schlesinger
Tel:908-617-5066

Email: fred@mtaofnj.us

Recording Secretary-Vinny Schwartz
Tel: 973-635-2404

Email: vsaws@optonline.net

Newsletter Editor-Dave Steinert
Tel: 973-347-9091

Email: dsteinert@optonline.net

Web Master-George Wagner
Tel: 973-927-7616

Email:wagnergm@verizon.net

2015 Sussex Show Chairman- Bill Murphy
Tel: 973-527-3307

Email: bmurph411@gmail.com

Alternate event ,Holiday Party CoordinatorBrent Weaver
Tel:201-841-1269

Email: Bweav10@gmail.com

Czar of Electronic Media CommunicationBrad Kerber
Tel:973-632-9834

Email:bkerber@optonline.net

THE NEXT MTA MEETING WILL BE HELD AT:

The treasurer’s report was approved as read.
Parades / Events: Chairman Peter Schindo, reminded all
MTA members about signing up for the upcoming July 4th
parades. There are still a number of parades that have not
been filled and we are in danger of losing these towns if
members don’t participate. Remember to check the MTA
events calendar webpage for a listing of all upcoming events
that may be of interest to you.
Newsletter: Dave Steinert was not present at the night’s
meeting due to the death of his mother-in-law. President Emr
expressed the clubs condolences to Dave, his wife and the
entire Steinert family over the loss of their loved one.
OMS#7: Steve Vidam addressed the members regarding the
maintenance and trouble-shooting of the clutch on the M-35
series 2-1/2 ton trucks. Steve discussed the proper
procedures to safely inspect, maintain and adjust the free
travel on the vehicle’s clutch pedal.
Good of the Club: Cliff Blett and Debbie Lipp of the Triumph
Association gave a presentation on the upcoming Veteran’s
Car Show at the Lyon’s VA Hospital. The picnic/car show is
co-sponsored by the MTA. Mr. Blett told the members
present, how much the veterans enjoyed seeing our military
vehicles and speaking with our members about them. There
was some discussion regarding what type of a donation the
MTA could make to this noble cause. All of the money
donated goes to the veterans at Lyon’s Hospital. Last year
the MTA donated $500.00 to the veterans to fund their picnic
and car show.
MTA member Jack McDivitt suggested purchasing a
54-inch television and several video games that the veterans
could enjoy throughout the year. The suggestion was met with
a rousing approval by the members and the motion was
passed.
As a result, President Emr approved a $500 donation
for the purchase of the television as well as, another $500.00
donation to fund the veteran picnic. Good suggestion, Jack!
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The July MTA meeting will be held at the Lyons VA
th
Hospital on Saturday July 9 . 2016. All MTA members are
invited to attend this great event, honoring our local veterans.
The hospital is located at 151-Knollcroft Road, Lyons,
N.J. 07939. The picnic runs from 9:30a.m. thru 3:00p.m. We
hope to see you there!
President Emr also asked the club to donate $1500
toward the Dover National Guard’s Unit’s annual picnic at
Picatinny Arsenal on Sunday 7/24/16, starting at 10:00a.m.
The MTA and the Dover Guard have enjoyed a great working
relationship throughout the years. The unit has supplied
modern military vehicles and uniformed personnel at our
Sussex Show. The donation was voted on and approved by
the members present. If you can volunteer some of your time
to assist with this event, it would be really appreciated. Please
contact Randy Emr for the details.
Jack Shuart presented members with an update on
the status of the U.S.S. Ling and the property housing it in
Hackensack, N.J. Jack advised us that the property has been
sold to developers and the fate of the Ling is unclear at this
time. It is hoped the submarine and other vessels at the site
can be moved to other locations throughout the state. He will
keep us advised of any future developments.

Is Nature Slowly Swallowing Up All of the World's
Discarded War Machines?
By Jack Clayton
Unfortunately, throughout our existence, humans have
seemed completely incapable of going five minutes without
breaking into some sort of war. These abandoned tanks, that can
be found in pretty much every corner of the world, are a symbol
of that and a solemn reminder of everything that went wrong in
the 20th century.
Maybe it’s just us, but there’s something quite haunting
and beautiful about the way that many of these tanks are getting
swallowed back up by the environments that surround them. It’s
as if nature itself is sticking up a middle finger at the whole
concept of war by giving the rusty killing machines an
overbearing.

President Emr concluded the meeting at 8:35p.m.

(Continued on Page 6)
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THE 1941 PLYMOUTH STAFF CAR
PROJECT-Part II
By Harold Ratzburg
So now, the body looked good and it was time to start
hanging on the "jewelry" which makes a vehicle look really
"cool".
Danged if my brother-in-law, Wayne Dieck, in Marion,
didn't have a radio in his garage which was made for a 41
Plymouth. He gave it to me, and with an antenna found at the
Hershey Antique Auto flea market, I got the radio going.
Also at Hershey, I ran across a spotlight with a
genuine brass US GI data plate on it. Yes, another piece of
jewelry for the outside.
As a US Army military vehicle, it really needed a
black out lighting system. You never know when a 2WD staff
car is going to be in a combat zone and get shot at if it has no
blackout lights. But where are you going to find something like
that?

raised a few eyebrows for people to see this little ole Lady
tooling down Interstate RT287 in a 50 year old US Army
vehicle.
On one occasion, I was out with the family (with two
small kids), and ran out of gas on the Interstate. It was
definitely NOT a good place to be. But as fortune would have
it, a State Trooper who had an interest in old cars pulled up to
see if he could help. He could! He took me in his patrol car to
our house where I could pick up a can of gas, and then he
took me back to the family in the Staff Car and waited while I
got the '41 going again and headed home. Who said there
were no "good" cops around?
There comes a time when with any project, you feel
that it’s time to move on to something else. I put the old Staff
Car up for sale and eventually, it went on down the road to a
fellow collector who sold his comic book collection to pay for
it.

Now, let’s look at the economics of my project. My
book-keeping was far from exact, but I figure that the total
money I had in the car counting the purchase price, the paint
job and miscellaneous expenses was about $1300. When the
car went down the road, it brought me $3400, so total gain
was $2100.
My book-keeping on the time I spent working on the
project was also far from exact, but I put in 800 hours, plus or
minus, physically working on the car. How much time I spent
looking for parts in books and flea markets, etc., I have no
idea.
It turns out that the military did make a kit containing
the needed black out driving lights for staff cars, and who but
an old friend, Ted Bromage, would have a light kit which he
provided to me at very reasonable price. Today a kit like that
would be like gold in the hobby. The kit came with all the
necessary wiring, lights, and switches. The lights just needed
to be bolted on and the wires run to the right places. Maybe
it’s just me, but I spent several evenings just looking at the car
trying to decide just exactly where the lights should be
attached to make the car look the "coolest".
Decision finally made, the lights were bolted in place
and the stars and lettering were carefully added, and THE
JOB WAS DONE!
There followed a couple of years of parades and
shows and various rally's, and the old car performed like a
champ and even won a few awards. In emergencies, it also
worked as a family car. For a while it created quite a stir when
my little Frau used it to commute to work at the Hilton Hotel
where they do not see a lot of 1941 Army Staff cars parked in
the lot. And when she drove to and from work, she must have
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Dividing $2100 by 800 hours means that my "profit"
that I made by scraping rust, popping pop rivets, and being up
to my elbows in grease in an engine overhaul, etc., etc. etc.,
was about $2.60 per hour or much less. I could have done
better at Burger King. But would it have been as much fun, or
would you get the feeling of accomplishment that you get from
bringing an old MV back to life---NO WAY! And I know that
you all would feel the same way.
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The GMC AFKWX-353 2-1/2 Ton
6x6 Cargo Truck
By David Steinert
The US Army 2-1/2-ton series, 6x6 trucks were the most
widely used tactical transport vehicle of World War II. Over
800,000 were produced, 562,750 by GMC alone. The first GMC
2-1/2 ton, 6x6 was basically a six-wheel drive commercial type,
designated the ACKWX-353, which entered production in 1939.
The French government ordered a sizable number of ACKWX353s in 1939 which were diverted to the British when France fell
to the Germans in 1940. Also in 1940, the AFKWX version of the
2-1/2-ton, 6x6 went into production.

The code name AFKWX-353, translated as follows:
A= 1939; F= forward control; K= front wheel drive; W=
tandem rear axle; X= non-standard wheelbase; 353= 164-inch
wheelbase.

353 was produced starting in 1942 and was in use until the
1950s. It shared many parts with the GMC CCKW, but was a
distinct truck with about 7,200 manufactured in total. Its driveline
was largely the same as the CCKW but the shorter, Cab-OverEngine (COE) design required some parts changes. The
wheelbase was 164 in. and the overall length was 266.5 in.

Early production AFKWX-353 trucks had a closed metal cab and
metal 15 foot long cargo bed. Later production had an open,
military style cab and wooden cargo bed. In 1944, the design
was changed by making the chassis and bed two feet longer, 17
feet. In final form, the designation was changed to M-427. The
open cab variant could be fitted with a machine gun on a ring
mount.

The GMC Model AFKWX-353 truck was powered by the
GMC 270 cu. in. in-line 6 cyl. 91.5 bhp engine mated to a five
speed transmission and two speed transfer case.

Early production models featured a pressed-steel,
commercial cab and grille. As production progressed, the allsteel enclosed cab was replaced by a simplified cab, as
displayed, with a canvas roof and side doors. The GMC
AFKWX was produced in both a 352 version (145-inch
wheelbase) and the 353 version, as displayed, (164-inch
wheelbase). The 353 cargo body was produced in two
lengths: 15-feet (as displayed) and 17-feet. The 6x6 GMC
AFKWX series only accounted for 7,232 of the 562,750 GMC
produced 2-1/2-ton trucks manufactured during WWII.
To support the U.S. effort in WWII, the GMC AFKWX-
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Manufacturer: GMC, Yellow Truck and Coach Division
Production Year: 1942
Engine: GMC 270, in-line, liquid-cooled, 104-hp, six-cylinder
Length: 22-feet, 2-1/2-inches
Width: 7-feet, 4-inches
Height: 7-feet (to top of cab)
Weight: Approximately 5-1/2-tons (empty)
Armor: None
Armament: NONE on this example - Could be fitted with a Browning
M2 .50 caliber machine gun (typically, every fourth vehicle)
Maximum Road Speed: 45-mph
Payload: Approximately 2-1/2-tons
Wheelbase: 164-inches
Markings: US 1st Army, 531st Transport Truck Company, 7th
Vehicle
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For Sale-Parting out a M37, have both body & engine parts. I also
have MB, GPW and CJ Jeep parts, plus some wheels for a CJ. Call
Tom Weaver at (973)-627-9448.
For Sale-Mil Spec primers and paints, OD and Camo. WWII Jeep
frames, front, rears, transmissions, PTOs, GI grease and oils. Call
Paul Wadeson at (607)-637-2275.

To add or remove listings from the Classifieds, please
email Dave Steinert at dsteinert@optonline.net or call
973-347-9091.
For Sale: 1969 M35A2, Multifuel, C Turbo, winch, NJ Title, Historic
Plates, Jatonka oil filters, Fuel filters available, $6500. 1968 M105
trailer with NJ Title. $500.
Please contact Joanne Kuhn

201.288.7467 or email her at joanne_in_nj@yahoo.com.
Willys Jeep Parts Free to MTA Members-Axle Flange, Rear, No
Wheel Studs; Bell Housing, 1949 Willis Truck, w/ Inspection Plate;
Bell Housing, CJ-3A, 10 Hole, 3/8” Starter Bushing, No Motor Plate,
Inspection Hole Cut in Side; Bell Housing, M-38A1, 10 Hole, w/
Motor Plate, ½” Starter Bolts; Bell Housing, M-38A1, 10 Hole, w/
Motor Plate, w/ Threaded Clutch Cable Hole, w/ Stud for PTO;
Bracket, Oil Filter To Block, F-134; Cylinder Head, L-134, w/ Firing
Order & Valve Adjustment, Missing Water Bypass Tapping; Dipstick
& Tube, Indicates ‘FULL’ at 25”, possibly M-38; Flywheel, 12.5” OD,
124 Tooth w/ Bronze Bearing, Surface Rust, But Smooth & Useable,
Used Friction Disc & Pressure Plate Included; Generator, L-134, 6
Volt; Leaf Springs – Rear, Pair, M-38 (10 Leaf), Needs Bushings /
Cushions to Be Perfect; Motor Plate, M-38 (Late), w/ Back Supports;
Motor Plate, M-38, w/ Timing Hole; Oil Pan, Good Condition;
Starter, L-134, 12 Volt, Style W/O External Switch Mechanism;
Transmission Shift Lever Cover; Valve Cover, F-134, Good
Condition; Water Pumps, 1) w/ Single Belt Pulley, 2) w/ Single Belt
Pulley & Fan Blades. Call Robert 201-226-9289,Saddle Book, NJ.

For Sale-2-1/2 ton Vietnam era troop seats, muliti fuel, bows &
winch. Runs great, needs a little cab work, $3500. Ben Hale Trailer 1 ton with bows, lightly rusted, $300. 1968 M725 Ambulance - very
nice shape - everything is there. Rear gas heater, fresh paint,
European tires, $3,500. M37 parts, complete truck, part out with
winch. Halftrack parts - call for your needs hood, doors, radiators,
rims, winch, lights, cab parts, armor, electrical etc. Call Dave @917567-6419, NY
For Sale-1952 M37 for parts, no engine, 1951 M37 in mint shape,
heat, winch, troop seats, 1968 M725 Jeep ambulance in great
shape, 1-ton trailer with bows, 2.5-ton w/winch, multi-fuel, troop
seats, runs great, needs sheet metal work. I’m looking for halftrack
parts, T16 carrier parts, 105 MM Howitzer. I will buy train wrecks for
cash.!! , or trade call me Dave at 1-917-567-6419.
For Sale-I have just received some of the adjustable legs for the rear
of the M-101, ¾-ton trailers. These are new in the box (NOS), CARC
color, $40 each plus shipping. I'm in Zip 21071 (Maryland). E-mail at
glengar@verizon.net, if interested. Tim Clark.
For Sale: Looking for a military vehicle? From projects to
ground-up Restorations and everything in between! Check out:
WWW.USMILITARYVEHICLES.COM
WANTED: Steering Gear Box for 1952 M38, rebuilt if possible.
Call Ken Conklin at 845-369-3930.

For Sale: Full set of M35A2 wheel and 9.00 x 20 NDT tire take-offs. I
have a quantity of 12. Tires are fair to poor condition, but good for
spares or trailers. Mix and match any quantities for $50 each or b/o.
Call or email Rich: 732-236-1159, r.pascale1@verizon.net (3/16)
For Free-Dodge M37 rear end housing, M-37 rear axles long and
short side $50.00 for the pair. Dodge WC combat rims with old ndcc
9.00 x 16 tires mounted on them $75.00 each. Dodge WC51
transmission non syncro may need rebuild, came from non-running
truck $100. Please contact Matt Ziegler @ 973 445 3890, anytime.
(9/15)
For Sale: M38 Parts- original windshield in good condition, glass
cracked- $100. Pair of original fenders, good condition, restorable$50 for the pair. 5- 7:00 x 16 NDT tires, used in good condition$150 for the set.
Call or email Mark: 973-906-1069,
markkb@optonline.net (9/15)

For Sale-WWII French rebuilt Dodge engine complete in
crate. Engine will not turn over by hand. $1000, call Rand at
(973)-334-1103. (3/15)
For Sale-M37 Deep Water Fording Kit NOS (still in wooden
crate) $350. Call Bill @ 315-689-9880 NY (9/14)
For Sale-Assortment of M-35 and M-135/211 parts. Please
email your requests to ajtucophc@comcast.net
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Military Transport Association
Of North Jersey
P.O. Box 393
Budd Lake, NJ 07828

MTA of NJ Newsletter

The next MTA monthly meeting
will be held on Saturday, July 9th
9:30AM at Lyon’s Veteran’s
Hospital, at 151 Knollcroft
Rd., Lyons, NJ
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