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ON THE COVER: As you think about the inconvenience of
winter, with its snow and cold weather, think about our
soldiers fighting in cold weather countries like Afghanistan.

MTA 2017 Officers and Staff
President- Randy Emr
Tel: 973-219-4499

Email: randyemr@aol.com

Vice President- Dennis Vecchiarelli
Tel: 973-338-9497

Email: dvecc907@gmail.com

Sergeant at Arms-Scott Fleck
Tel: 908-391-2777

Email:smokin_diesel62@yahoo.com

Treasurer-Ginnie McDevitt
Tel: 845-987-7896

Parade/Event Coordinator-Peter Schindo
Tel:201-456-4071

Email: info@peterschindo.com

Membership Chairman-Fred Schlesinger
Tel:908-617-5066

Email: fred@mtaofnj.us

Recording Secretary-Vinny Schwartz
Tel: 973-635-2404

Email: vsaws@optonline.net

Newsletter Editor-Dave Steinert
Tel: 973-347-9091

President Randy Emr began the meeting by telling
the membership that the New York City Veteran’s Day Parade
was a resounding success and was enjoyed by all in
attendance. Santa was a big hit with the crowd and the kids
loved to see him. Great job, Santa!
Newsletter: Editor Dave Steinert thanked everyone who
contributed articles to last month’s newsletter, especially
Harold Ratzburg. Dave always encourages members to
submit interesting articles for publication.
Toys for Tots: John Sobatka stated that all is in place for
this year’s Toys for Tots Train. This year will be the eighth
year the MTA has participated in this great cause. In eight
years, the MTA has collected over 112,000 toys for the
Marines.
Latest results from the 2016 Toys for Tots Campaign:
Saturday, December 10th........2,670 toys...4 bikes.....2 sleds
Sunday, December 11th..........2,042 toys...2 bikes....5 sleds
Total.........................................4,712 toys...6 bikes....7 sleds
Total to date (both weekends...20,692 toys..15 bikes...7 sleds

Email: dsteinert@optonline.net

Web Master-George Wagner
Tel: 973-927-7616

Email:wagnergm@verizon.net

2017 Sussex Show Chairman-Carolyn Hoffman
Tel: 862-763-0508

Email: ch2112@gmail.com

Alternate event ,Holiday Party CoordinatorBrent Weaver
Tel:201-841-1269

Email: Bweav10@gmail.com

Czar of Electronic Media CommunicationBrad Kerber
Tel:973-632-9834

Email:bkerber@optonline.net

THE NEXT MTA MEETING WILL BE HELD ON
THURSDAY, JANUARY 5TH 2017 AT THE WHIPPANY
AMERICAN LEGION, LEGION PLACE, WHIPPANY, NJ.
MEETING BEGINS PROMPTLY AT 7:30PM. GET THERE
EARLY FOR PIZZA AND OTHER ITALIAN DELICACIES!

Military Transport Association
MTA December 1st, 2016 Monthly Meeting Minutes
The meeting was called to order by President Randy
Emr at 7:35p.m. The Pledge of Allegiance and Moment of
Silence began the meeting with about 24 members in
attendance.
The minutes of the previous MTA meeting were
approved as they appeared in last month’s newsletter.
The November Treasury Report was presented by VicePresident Dennis Vecchiarelli:

President Emr concluded the meeting at 8:35p.m.
Respectively submitted by Dennis Vecchiarelli
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Shipyard 6 August 1920, and was sunk off Cape Hatteras 5
September 1923 in Army bomb tests conducted by Brig. Gen.
William Mitchell.

The USS New Jersey was the second ship built in
this class of six.
BB61 USS IOWA
FATE: Memorial ship in Long Beach, California
BB62 USS NEW JERSEY
FATE: Memorial ship in Camden, New Jersey
BB63 USS MISSOURI
FATE: Memorial ship in Pearl Harbor, Hawaii
BB64 USS WISCONSIN
FATE: Memorial ship in Norfolk, Virginia.
BB65 USS ILLINOIS
FATE: Only 20% completed at WWII, conclusion sold for
scrap
BB66 USS KENTUCKY
FATE: 80% completed @ WWII, conclusion eventually sold
for scrap

The USS New Jersey
BB62 (Iowa Class)
By Pat Kruger

The first USS New Jersey BB16

USS New Jersey in 1985
I have had an interest in the USS New Jersey since
the 1970’s when there was a drive on to collect enough
money to bring the NJ home to the State from Bremerton,
Washington. The Association went around asking for
donations and they had a 4-foot model of the NJ, beautifully
and precisely done! But that drive was put on hold when the
US Navy re-commissioned the ship in 1982.
I followed the trail left by this magnificent ship until its
final disposition in Camden NJ. The USS New Jersey is the
second steel hulled battleship to be named after the State of
New Jersey. The first was BB16 Virginia Class Commissioned
12 May 1906, was decommissioned at the Boston Naval
MTA of NJ Newsletter

The Iowa class battleships were first approved in
1939. They were to use Mark 7, 16-inch. 50 calibers (66
feet, 8 in) length cannons, originally built in the twenties for
the Colorado Class ships. Since the US signed the 1920
Treaty limiting the size of battleships to 35,000 tons, they
could not use them. The US designers made ships with
armor sufficient enough to defend against the guns it
carried. Subsequently, had they used the 16-inch 50’s, the
ships would have far exceeded the 35,000 ton limit! They
were put in storage for future use.
The design intention of the Iowa Class ships was
mainly for speed to keep up with the rest of the fleet
notably the carriers. Previously, battleships were capable
of only 15 or so knots, until the Colorado Class which
could make up to 25 Knots.
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The South Dakota Class ships could do 30 knots. Ships
from the Colorado Class and newer were known as “fast
battleships!” However, the Iowa Class ships could do 33 knots
and the NJ did 34 knots, setting a record for US battleship
speed. The New Jersey was the longest by three inches @
887 feet 6.5 inches
The New Jersey was commissioned for the first time
in 1943 then 1950, 1968, then in 1982, accruing 18 Battle
Stars making her the most decorated US Navy Battleship!
Commissioned:
Decommissioned:
Recommissioned:
Decommissioned:
Recommissioned:
Decommissioned:
Recommissioned:
Decommissioned:

23 May 1943
30 June 1948
21 November 1950
21 August 1957
6 April 1968
17 December 1969
28 December 1982
8 February 1991

The New Jersey bristled with guns, from 20mm to the
main battery of nine 16-inch cannons. There were nine 16”x
50 Cal cannons in three triple turrets, twenty 5-inch 38’s,
eighty 40mm AA guns, forty-nine 20mm AA guns, as well
subsequent modifications during its 4 Commissions which
added and subtracted weaponry as the mission of each
Commissioning dictated. Ultimately, the New Jersey had
missiles and the 20mm phalanx weapon system on board and
all the 40 and 20 mm anti-aircraft guns were removed.

The Classic Sleek Silhouette of the Iowa Class Ships
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A FARM BOY REMEMBERS
WORLD WAR II
By Harold Ratzburg
Japanese attack on the USA at Pearl Harbor in
December 1941, occurred when I was twelve years old, and
slowly our life on the farm changed. The years before had my
Dad struggling to recover from the Great Depression, but
when the war started, the country started to pull out of it and
farm products and labor became important to the war effort.
It also affected us kids. Instead of playing cowboys
and Indians, we began playing war games and shooting
Krauts and Japs instead of those pesky Indians.
It seemed like EVERYBODY got into a patriotic mood
and the whole country worked together, not like today with all
the political groups pulling in different directions. The war
effort was a top priority for everybody.
Scrap drives had every one saving something. I
remember finding an old broken plow point on a stone pile up
on our hill one time, and I lugged that sucker clear across
forty acres so that I could turn it in to a scrap metal drive in
town. People were asked to save tin foil and toothpaste tubes.
The tin foil would be collected together making a ball, until the
ball got big enough to make it worthwhile to take to the
collecting point.

Rubber was a big deal, because the Japs had
captured the Dutch East Indies where almost all of the rubber
that the USA used came from. New rubber products were not
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available, including tires, so scrap rubber was collected for
the war effort. I remember giving up an old hot water bottle to
the drive because a brick heated in the kitchen stove oven
and wrapped in cloth would serve the same purpose so as to
keep this kids feet warm in bed, in the unheated upstairs of
the old farm house in the cold Wisconsin winters. (It could be
that the old rubber bottle had started to leak, but it does
sound more patriotic and/or heroic to say we gave it up for the
war effort.)
One of the other drives, (I believe it was organized
through good old Marion High School,) was to collect milk
weed pods. For city folks, I will explain that the milk weed was
a weed (of course) that grew wild (of course) and when you
broke a stem, the sap inside oozed out and looked like milk.
As the weed matured, it developed pods that contained fluffy
stemmed seeds that eventually would break out and float
away in the wind. The War Department told us that the fluffy
stuff inside the pods would be used to make life preservers for
the sailors of the US Navy, so us kids gave it our all, and
roamed the hills and cow pastures with a gunny sack to
collect for the boys in the service. I always kinda wondered
how in the heck these things could be made to float a sailor,
but then, who was I to question the War Department.

Tin can collecting drives was also important. Any old
tin can was to be cleaned out and then crushed so as to take
up less space. When we got enough to make it worthwhile,
we would take them to town and sell or trade them in to Max
Dapin, who ran a scrap yard and a grocery store in town.
Wartime Rationing was a very real thing. You couldn't
just walk into a store and buy as much sugar or butter or meat
as you wanted, nor could you fill up your car with gasoline
whenever you liked. All these things were rationed which
meant you were only allowed to buy a small amount (even if
you could afford more). Meat, silk, shoes, nylon and just
about everything was rationed. The Sears Roebuck and Co.
catalog of 1943 contained a list of all rationed farm
equipment. Even chicken wire fencing was rationed.
Fortunately, in 1940, before the war and rationing
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started, Dad got a new Ford-Ferguson rubber tired tractor,
($740.00) complete with a hydraulically operated, three point
hitch, combination quack digger and cultivator for $114.60,
and a pulley for $29.00. Before that, Dad had run the farm
with a team of horses and an old and slow but powerful, 1926
Fordson tractor with cleated drive wheels which was not
allowed on the asphalt road because the cleats tore up the
road surface. Clintonville Used Car Sales, where Dad bought
the tractor, gave him $100.00 as trade in for the old Fordson.
(How do I remember all that stuff in such detail, you might
ask? It's because, brother Lyle still has the original receipt
from the sale and he told me.)

Anyway, getting back to the wartime, gasoline was
also strictly rationed. By the end of 1942, half of the US
automobiles were issued an "A" sticker which allowed a whole
4 gallons of gas per week. That ain't a heck of a lot, and for
nearly a year, A-stickered cars were not to be driven for
pleasure at all. Now, how is that for sacrificing for the war
effort? Imagine if people were called on to do that today!
Farmers were better off, because they received an
"R" sticker for non-highway vehicles, such as farm tractors
and how could anyone know how many gallons were
necessary to do the farm work? My Dad had an iron drum
holding maybe, 100 gallons, mounted about six feet high in
the woodshed. A local gasoline dealer delivered gasoline to
that tank, and it was fed by gravity flow to the tractor when he
needed it. If a little got into the family Model A Ford somehow,
nobody would really know about it. But you know, I don't think
that happened very often, ‘cause things were so tight on the
farm, that there was not much of an excuse to go into town or
anywhere else for pleasure. Dropping in at the neighbors or
nearby relatives after milking for a visit and maybe to play a
few hands of sheepshead compromised a great deal of the
recreation that a farmer could afford, time wise and money
wise. TV of course, was not an option.
Actual vacations, where a dairy farm family would
take a trip for a couple days were very difficult, because
where could you find someone reliable who would milk those
damn cows twice a day. When Dad would take the family
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away overnight on occasion, he worried about what was
going on back home all the time. Those damned cows
needed that TLC every day, morning and night. What if a
hired man got drunk in town the night before, and didn't wake
up in the morning to do the milking? We sometimes had hired
men like that on the old homestead, so Dad did not like to go
far from home.
The national speed limit was 35 miles per hour, not
really to conserve gasoline, but to conserve the rubber tires,
Remember, the Japs had control of most of the rubber trees
in the world in Dutch East Indies, and artificial rubber had not
yet been invented or produced, and it took a lot of leaky old
hot water bottles to make a new tire.

I believe that it was in 1941 when I saw my first
picture of a Jeep. The iconic photo showed a jeep, with five
passengers, driving up the steps of the Capitol Building, when
the Bantam Car Company was trying to sell the military on
their idea of a small FWD vehicle. My love affair with Jeeps
may have started at just that instant, but owning one was to
be 30 years into the future.
Along about 1943, in spite of shortages of everything,
my folks acquired a real honest to goodness electric
refrigerator. There was a black market for things in short
supply, but I really don't know if Dad got the refrigerator
legally or not, we went from the old icebox, powered by ice
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cut out of and hauled from Kinney Lake the winter before, to
an electric box with a light that went on automatically when
you opened the door. It was a real modern miracle to this kid.
As I remember, it took about 6 or 8 weeks, or more,
before Dad could get someone to install an electrical
receptacle to plug the fridge into. I remember that every day
when I came home from school, I would open the door to see
if the light went on, cause I had a brand new baby sister
named Patsy, that needed cooling for her bottle. Finally of
course, it did, and the old ice box went to the dump down by
the swamp.
Oh well---old memories, different times---but all of
them good!

W/O External Switch Mechanism; Transmission Shift Lever
Cover; Valve Cover, F-134, Good Condition; Water Pumps, 1)
w/ Single Belt Pulley, 2) w/ Single Belt Pulley & Fan Blades.
Call Robert 201-226-9289,Saddle Book, NJ.
For Sale: Full set of M35A2 wheel and 9.00 x 20 NDT tire
take-offs. I have a quantity of 12. Tires are fair to poor
condition, but good for spares or trailers. Mix and match any
quantities for $50 each or b/o. Call or email Rich: 732-2361159, r.pascale1@verizon.net (3/16)
For Sale: Looking for a military vehicle? From projects to
ground-up Restorations and everything in between!
Check out:
WWW.USMILITARYVEHICLES.COM

Last Minute MTA News…

To add or remove listings from the Classifieds, please
email Dave Steinert at dsteinert@optonline.net or call
973-347-9091.
For Sale: One military footlocker - wood with steel cornices;
13" x 17" x 30"; painted black; otherwise in good
condition. Best offer; delivery can be arranged. Bill
McKelvey, 908-464-9335 or wjmckelvey@hotmail.com .
For Sale: 1946 ¼-Ton Bantam Trailer, no rust, parade
ready, complete with tarp, asking $900, 1939 Chevy
Pickup, rolling frame, engine, trans, rear, good
running condition, 1999 S10 Cab front clip bed, $300.
I have many Jeep and M37 parts for sale, call Tom
Weaver @ 973-627-9448.
For Sale: 1969 Kaiser M 54 Cargo truck for sale. It is parade
ready. Recently repainted and lovely restored. It has a hard
top, spin on filters, and full vinyl cargo cover with bows / troop
seats and it's a drop side. Tires are like new and include three
new spares. This truck is a steal at $5000.00 call Vinny Cell#
973-476-9544.
Willys Jeep Parts Free to MTA Members-Axle Flange,
Rear, No Wheel Studs; Bell Housing, 1949 Willis Truck, w/
Inspection Plate; Bell Housing, CJ-3A, 10 Hole, 3/8” Starter
Bushing, No Motor Plate, Inspection Hole Cut in Side; Bell
Housing, M-38A1, 10 Hole, w/ Motor Plate, ½” Starter Bolts;
Bell Housing, M-38A1, 10 Hole, w/ Motor Plate, w/ Threaded
Clutch Cable Hole, w/ Stud for PTO; Bracket, Oil Filter To
Block, F-134; Cylinder Head, L-134, w/ Firing Order & Valve
Adjustment, Missing Water Bypass Tapping; Dipstick & Tube,
Indicates ‘FULL’ at 25”, possibly M-38; Flywheel, 12.5” OD,
124 Tooth w/ Bronze Bearing, Surface Rust, But Smooth &
Useable, Used Friction Disc & Pressure Plate Included;
Generator, L-134, 6 Volt; Leaf Springs – Rear, Pair, M-38 (10
Leaf), Needs Bushings / Cushions to Be Perfect; Motor Plate,
M-38 (Late), w/ Back Supports; Motor Plate, M-38, w/ Timing
Hole; Oil Pan, Good Condition; Starter, L-134, 12 Volt, Style
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Update on this year’s MTA Christmas Party…
Next year’s National Guard Christmas Party is
December 3rd 2017. Since we annually fund this, they
would like us to attend as a combine party!
We do not have our own Christmas Party
anymore because the only time people came is when
the MTA footed the entire tab. When we started sharing
the cost with the members at a reasonable $10 a
person, the club got stuck with a $2200 bill for the
twenty people or less who attended.
So having a combine party with the National
Guard next year will be a win-win situation. This year we
were asked to join them but planning was started too
late to make it happen.
So, we are planning now for next year’s
Christmas Party. So mark your calendars for December
3rd 2017 and while we enjoy good friends and truck talk
we will mingle with the front line of those we support!
Thank you!
Randy Pres 2016
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Military Transport Association
Of North Jersey
P.O. Box 393
Budd Lake, NJ 07828

MTA of NJ Newsletter

The next MTA monthly meeting
will be held on Thursday, January 5th
7:30PM at the Whippany American
Legion Hall, Legion Place, Whppany.
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