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ON THE COVER: WWII Sailors report to battle stations
wearing their Kapok life preservers probably filled with
milkweed floss.
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THE NEXT MTA MEETING WILL BE HELD ON
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 2, 2017 AT THE WHIPPANY
AMERICAN LEGION, LEGION PLACE, WHIPPANY, NJ.
MEETING BEGINS PROMPTLY AT 7:30PM. GET THERE
EARLY FOR PIZZA AND OTHER ITALIAN DELICACIES!

Military Transport Association

and non-critical expenditures until after the 2017 MTA
Show/Swap Meet and Parade Season.
Toys for Tots: John Sobotka and Carolyn Hoffman
advised members that this year’s Toys for Tots Train
collected over 22,000 toys and they are still coming in! The
new stop in Sparta, New Jersey, was a resounding
success and will be even better next year. John mentioned
that several, “Railroad Executives” who stopped by to see
the train, commented on how well it was run.
Congratulations to John, Carolyn and all the MTA
members who made this year’s train run another
resounding success!
Newsletter: Dave Steinert thanked everyone who
contributed articles to last month’s newsletter. He always
encourages members to submit interesting articles.
OMS7-Pat Kruger gave another one of his informative
lectures on maintaining military vehicles. This month’s
lecture dealt with the finer points of maintaining diesel
engine glow plugs and what to do and not to do to keep
them operating properly.
Good of the Club: Jack Stuart advised the members
present on the on-going developments concerning the
future of the USS Ling in Hackensack. The Navy has
begun to remove all of the display items in the small onsite museum. He also advised that the Naval Historical
Preservation Society has initiated a lawsuit alleging
collusion between the property owner and some members
of the Ling Association. Jack will advise the club on any
future developments.
Jack McDivitt addressed the members regarding
the rental of MTA military vehicles by movie/car
companies. Jack advised that the club has made $5000.00
in the last eight years, as the result of the 10% fee it
charges members who rent their vehicles. Jack advised
that the money raised is not worth the administrative costs
to the MTA to run the program. He suggested that
members contact these rental companies themselves to
negotiate prices.
President Emr concluded the meeting at 8:45p.m.

MTA January 5th, 2017 Monthly Meeting Minutes
The meeting was called to order by President
Randy Emr at 7:30p.m. The Pledge of Allegiance and
Moment of Silence began the meeting with about 24
members in attendance.
The minutes of the previous MTA meeting were
approved as they appeared in last month’s newsletter.
The November Treasury Report was presented by
Vice-President Dennis Vecchiarelli:
The closing balance for 12/31/16 was
$39,650.35.
There were $151.93 in income and
$2412.56 in expenditures. The closing balance of total
MTA Club funds is $37,389.72.
President Emr announced to the members present,
that the club will temporarily suspend any further donations
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From the Prez;
At the last meeting we discussed all we
did for so many last year with monetary
donations. We held true to what we stand for
and how each MTA member that wanted to help
was actively involved in the donations.
At this time we are suspending all
future donations until after the show at
which time our funds should be replenished.
Since the very first show we have had
the belief that we need two years of show
costs put away to safely guard future shows.
This way, in the likelihood of bad weather
for a two year period, we will still have a
show.
I'm sure our amazing generosity from
past years will more than cover the next 6
months of a spending freeze.
Please take note anyone who has a cause
they feel strongly about is welcome to use
all the MTA has to offer to help them raise
funds for their project. But as for now we
need to be good stewards and make the
decisions that make sense.
Just a reminder this is an election year and
we need the election committee to start the
ball rolling as soon as possible.
Thank you!
Randy Prez 2017

Milkweed is a unique plant that grows in many areas
of the United States. In the summer, it’s 3 to 6 foot stout stalk
can be found growing in isolated fields, along country roads
and unmaintained pastures. It gets its name from the milky
sap that it secretes when the stalk is snapped or broken. In
the fall, its large greenish-gray pods can be spotted waving in
a cool autumn breeze. Eventually these pods will dry and split
open to reveal seeds secured to fine white silky floss or fiber.
Attached to this fiber, the seeds drift with the wind, and are
dispersed to reproduce future plants. It was this unique fiber
which in 1942 became vital to the Allied war effort as stuffing
for life vests and insulation for flight suits.

Today, there are 73 species of native milkweeds
found in the United States. Many of these species are rare,
threatened, and unfortunately endangered.

The WWII Navy Milkweed Pod Filled Life
Jackets
By David Steinert
Prior to World War II, manufacturers used seed floss
from the Kapok tree to fill and insulate military life jackets and
flight suits for the U.S. armed forces. Kapok is a tropical tree
grown on the island of Java in what was then the Dutch East
Indies, now known as Indonesia. In March of 1942, the
Japanese invaded and occupied the Dutch East Indies until
1945. With the occupation of these islands by the Japanese,
the source of the kapok fiber was suspended and an alternate
type of fiber was needed to fill and insulate life jackets and
flight suits.
A Chicago physician and
inventor, Dr. Boris Berkman
discovered that the milkweed floss,
used for many years to fill
mattresses
was
a
perfect
replacement, if not better, for the
kapok fiber. The silky white fibers
are hollow and coated with wax,
giving them properties of lightness,
buoyancy and water resilience
very similar to kapok. It was
discovered that a pound and three-quarters of milkweed floss
could keep a man afloat for hours.
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As the United States entered WWII, it was feared that
the commercial production of milkweed would not meet the
immediate needs of the American armed forces. Surveys
conducted by representatives of the U.S. Department of
Agriculture were done to see what areas of the United
States produce the largest concentration of wild milkweed.
It was found that the city of Petoskey, Michigan was home
to the “largest concentration of wild milkweed in the
country.” Additionally, Petoskey was easily accessible by
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road, rail, and ship. All that was needed was a place to
process the milkweed pods; the government solved that
problem by appropriating the buildings and grounds of the
Preston Feather & Sons Lumber Company, located along
the Pennsylvania Railroad switch track at Sheridan Street.
This transaction occurred in August 1942.
It took a year before the processing plant could
realize its full potential. A huge commercial oven was
required to properly dry the pods. But the lack of iron and
steel resources delayed its construction. Other machinery
was still being tested by a manufacturer in Chicago. And a
concrete addition had to be built to expand the lumberyard’s
existing facilities to 50,000 square feet.

A temporary setup enabled the plant’s 80
employees to process the 1942 harvest. Then, in November
1943, the new machinery was finally installed and turned
on. Running at top capacity, the Petoskey works contained
seven milkweed gins and a full dryer unit. The temporary
space was converted to dry pod storage and a business
office was set up downtown in a former Michigan Bell
building.
Processing of the milkweed fiber was broken down
into five stages. First, bagged pods were sent through the
dryer on a conveyor belt to remove excess moisture (60
percent by volume) at the rate of 1,000 bags per hour. They
were then lifted to the second floor, where the contents of
the bags were emptied by hand into a hopper feeding the
gins below. There, the pods were gently crushed between
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two rubber-coated drums, an action that opened them along
their natural seams. A horizontal drum, equipped with
beater bars, further agitated the pods and released the
floss, to be carried off by air current and deposited into a
collecting-and-bagging chamber.
The broken pod shells and seeds fell onto a
perforated grate and were gravity-sifted into separate
collecting bins.

There were only two parts of the process where
manual contact was needed: opening the bags of dried
pods and the hand picking of the pods. Pod picking,
however, was the most crucial step and relied heavily on
the labor of children as well as adults.
A national campaign to collect wild milkweed pods
was inaugurated under the direction of the Milkweed Floss
Division of the War Hemp Industries, agent for the Commodity
Credit Corporation of the United States Department of
Agriculture. And in Massachusetts, the effort was promoted
and coordinated by the state department of education.
Children throughout the nation were encouraged to gather
milkweed pods with such slogans as “Two Bags Save One
Life”, (since two bags of pods were required to fill one life
vest). The fact that this operation was successful at all was
a testament to a civilian army encompassing people in 25
states and two Canadian provinces.
Picking was an unskilled, low-tech, labor-intensive
task, requiring some knowledge of the plant and the
seasonal variations that affected it. During WWII, it was
estimated that there were more than 20 kinds of milkweed
in North America, but the specific type targeted for the
wartime effort was the common milkweed (Asclepius
syriaca). Under natural conditions, the common milkweed
splits open along a central seam of the pod, the timing of
this liberating event of dispersing its silky floss or fiber
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varies from year to year and can occur anytime between
early September and mid-October. It was crucial for
processing that the pods be picked while they were ripe but
not yet fully open. Too early, and the crop would be spoiled
by moisture. Too late, and there would be no crop at all.
Instructions were broadcast via newspapers and bulletins,
containing tips such as “Pick in early fall when the seeds
are brown” and “Top pods ripen first.” After picking,
volunteers were advised that “the bags should be hung out
in the open to dry. A simple way of hanging up the bags
was to tie the tops of two bags together and saddle them
over a fence.”

Open-mesh onion bags were ordered in large
quantities and distributed to potential pickers. Cash
payments—first set up on a per-pound basis ($50 per ton)
and later converted to a per-bag payment (15 cents for
fresh-picked pods and 20 cents for dried pods)—were
offered as incentives. Good pickers could earn $6 a week,
and many donated their earnings to the USO or the Red
Cross. Additional gasoline allotments were available for
qualifying pickers willing to travel to isolated locations.

Designated collection points and drying stations
were set up throughout Michigan (and out of state from
Wisconsin to New Hampshire), so that pickers didn’t have
to deliver the pods directly to the processing plant in
Petoskey. Rural stores and small businesses were among
the collection points.
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The processed milkweed fibers were then shipped
to companies like the American Pad and Textile Factory in
Greenfield, Ohio who supplied the U.S. government with a
product line of lifesaving vests for the military in WWII.

The Difference between the WWII USN Life Jacket
and the “Mae West” Vest
By David Steinert
The first material to be used for the modern life
preservers was cork. But it was found that cork life preservers
were heavy and bulky. Then kapok fiber was introduced.
Kapok made the life preservers more flexible and
th
comfortable. In the early 20 century kapok was banned for
being too flammable and losing buoyancy over time and use.
Despite these issues, kapok was reapproved in 1918.
In 1928, Vestris, a British passenger steamer, sank,
and many lives were lost. The following year an International
Convention for Safety of Life at Sea convened, noting that
many of the dead had been found floating face-down.
Because of its buoyancy factor, kapok was seen as superior
because it would have kept the heads of unconscious victims
above water.
After World War I, balsa wood also was used in some
life preservers, but kapok fiber remained the primary material
used in most life preservers. But as mentioned in the previous
article, when Japan invaded and occupied the Dutch East
Indies in 1942, the main source of kapok disappeared, thus
the introduction of the milkweed fiber.
In 1928, Peter Markus invented the first inflatable life
preserver receiving U.S. Patent
1694714. It was nicknamed the
"Mae West" in reference to the
buxom entertainer, whom wearers
of inflated vests were thought to
resemble.
The
main
difference
between the design of the WWII
USN Life Jacket and the WWII
“Mae West” Life vest was that the
“Mae West” vest relied on inflation
for buoyancy, where by the USN
life jacket depended on its
“stuffing” for buoyancy.
The “Mae West” life vest
was popular during the Second
World War with U.S. Army Air
Forces and Royal Air Force
servicemen, who were issued inflatable Mae Wests as part of
their flight gear. The vest was made of a khaki cotton material
with inflatable rubber bladders.
The WWII USN Life Jacket also proved to be very
bulky for pilots to wear in cramped cockpits of WWII aircraft.
The “Mae West” vest when deflated was like wearing a thin
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over garment having very little weight or bulkiness.
The WWII USN Life Jacket proved to be a better fit
for Navy personnel stationed on ships, PT Boats and other
floating crafts.
In either case, these life jackets and life vests saved
thousands of American lives during WWII.
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To add or remove listings from the Classifieds, please
email Dave Steinert at dsteinert@optonline.net or call
973-347-9091.
Free: One military footlocker - wood with steel cornices; 13" x
17"
x
30";
painted
black;
otherwise
in
good
condition. Delivery can be arranged. Bill McKelvey, 908464-9335 or wjmckelvey@hotmail.com .
For Sale: 1946 ¼-Ton Bantam Trailer, no rust, parade
ready, complete with tarp, asking $900, 1939 Chevy
Pickup, rolling frame, engine, trans, rear, good
running condition, 1999 S10 Cab front clip bed, $300.
I have many Jeep and M37 parts for sale, call Tom
Weaver @ 973-627-9448.
For Sale: 1969 Kaiser M 54 Cargo truck for sale. It is parade
ready. Recently repainted and lovely restored. It has a hard
top, spin on filters, and full vinyl cargo cover with bows / troop
seats and it's a drop side. Tires are like new and include three
new spares. This truck is a steal at $5000.00 call Vinny Cell#
973-476-9544.
Willys Jeep Parts Free to MTA Members-Axle Flange,
Rear, No Wheel Studs; Bell Housing, 1949 Willis Truck, w/
Inspection Plate; Bell Housing, CJ-3A, 10 Hole, 3/8” Starter
Bushing, No Motor Plate, Inspection Hole Cut in Side; Bell
Housing, M-38A1, 10 Hole, w/ Motor Plate, ½” Starter Bolts;
Bell Housing, M-38A1, 10 Hole, w/ Motor Plate, w/ Threaded
Clutch Cable Hole, w/ Stud for PTO; Bracket, Oil Filter To
Block, F-134; Cylinder Head, L-134, w/ Firing Order & Valve
Adjustment, Missing Water Bypass Tapping; Dipstick & Tube,
Indicates ‘FULL’ at 25”, possibly M-38; Flywheel, 12.5” OD,
124 Tooth w/ Bronze Bearing, Surface Rust, But Smooth &
Useable, Used Friction Disc & Pressure Plate Included;
Generator, L-134, 6 Volt; Leaf Springs – Rear, Pair, M-38 (10
Leaf), Needs Bushings / Cushions to Be Perfect; Motor Plate,
M-38 (Late), w/ Back Supports; Motor Plate, M-38, w/ Timing
Hole; Oil Pan, Good Condition; Starter, L-134, 12 Volt, Style
W/O External Switch Mechanism; Transmission Shift Lever
Cover; Valve Cover, F-134, Good Condition; Water Pumps, 1)
w/ Single Belt Pulley, 2) w/ Single Belt Pulley & Fan Blades.
Call Robert 201-226-9289,Saddle Book, NJ.
For Sale: Full set of M35A2 wheel and 9.00 x 20 NDT tire
take-offs. I have a quantity of 12. Tires are fair to poor
condition, but good for spares or trailers. Mix and match any
quantities for $50 each or b/o. Call or email Rich: 732-2361159, r.pascale1@verizon.net (3/16)
For Sale: Looking for a military vehicle? From projects to
ground-up Restorations and everything in between!
Check out:
WWW.USMILITARYVEHICLES.COM
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Military Transport Association
Of North Jersey
P.O. Box 393
Budd Lake, NJ 07828

MTA of NJ Newsletter

The next MTA monthly meeting
will be held on Thursday, February 2nd
7:30PM at the Whippany American
Legion Hall, Legion Place, Whppany.
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