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ON THE COVER: A very detailed model diorama of a WWII
German gun crew struggling in the mud.
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Vehicles for Film Shoots – Jack McDevitt is still looking for
someone to take over as contact for Movie/TV appearances.
He will continue a little longer until it’s resolved. There are a
few questions that need to be asked about any request for
vehicles:
1) Location – There should be a premium for longer
distance drives
2) Who else was called and what are their rates? It’s
important to know the number of vehicles and what rates they
are being paid.
Randy has said he wouldn’t mind handling this
position once he no longer has his “presidential duties” to
attend to.
Club Insurance – Randy stated that this topic needs the
attention of one individual who can be a dedicated liaison
between the MTA and the MVPA contact Dave Welch (who
then has a direct contact with the insurance company). He
calls for a vote to approve Al Mellini as the chairman for Club
Insurance, this is immediately affirmed.
Al mentions that he has a lot of experience, especially
with the Swap Meet coverage beginning with covering the
food handling. He was concerned that the MTA was not
specifically named as an insured – The certificate was issued
to the MVPA insuring the NJ State Fair and Frankford
Township. However “MVPA” is not close enough to protect
the club. Further, we need to ensure that all activities are
covered. The umbrella policy may cover the Swap Meet, but
should be specifically stated.
OMS 7 – Steve Vidam – Maintenance tips for CUCV’s:
Engine Not Starting – Failure to crank:

Czar of Electronic Media CommunicationBrad Kerber
Tel:973-632-9834

1. Check both batteries (there are 2 in series).
Must have at least 8 volts. You can test them
in the vehicle with the correct load tester.
You can also use a slave vehicle with a
NATO plug. Always wear goggles to avoid
acid in eyes- Batteries can explode!
2. Charge or replace any batteries that fail tests.
Make sure to check the batteries and the
terminals before you presume the starter is
bad.
3. Go to the Starter Relay – located under the
dashboard. Turn the ignition to “Crank” and
the relay gets energized. Check the purple
wire on the relay for power with the ignition in
the “ON” position. If there’s no power,
replace the relay.
4. Get under the vehicle – turn the ignition to
“Start” & check the S terminal on the starter –
No power at the terminal means the solenoid
is bad. Disconnect the terminals, remove the
starter & bench test it. You can replace just
the solenoid.
5. Make sure to bench test the starter after the
repair.
6. Your vehicle should now start provided you
don’t have another issue!

Email:bkerber@optonline.net

THE NEXT MTA MEETING WILL BE HELD ON
THURSDAY, MARCH 2nd, 2017 AT THE WHIPPANY
AMERICAN LEGION, LEGION PLACE, WHIPPANY, NJ.
MEETING BEGINS PROMPTLY AT 7:30PM. GET THERE
EARLY FOR PIZZA AND OTHER ITALIAN DELICACIES!

Military Transport Association
MTA February 2nd, 2017 Monthly Meeting Minutes
The meeting was called to order by President
Randy Emr at 7:30p.m. The Pledge of Allegiance and
Moment of Silence initiated the meeting.
The minutes of the previous MTA meeting were
approved as they appeared in last month’s newsletter.
The following January 2017 Treasury Report was
presented by Jack McDevitt:
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Jim Thorpe Show – Contrary to Randy’s email, the Red Ball
th
show at Jim Thorpe PA is March 4 !

Morris County (M&E RR). 10 December 2017 – Kuiken
Brothers, Succasunna.

Membership – Fred Schlesinger – received 10 to 15
st
renewals last month. After January 1 we should be
assessing a surcharge but we haven’t done so yet. The
sooner you can renew, the better!

(Side Discussion – Club generator in Club’s baggage car.
Jack McDevitt had suggested it stay at Cookie’s house, but it
is too cumbersome to have to drag over there every time he
needs to get supplies. Cookie states generator is chained to
the inside of the car, but will look into stronger locks and
hardened chain. Terry suggests 2 good locks that cannot be
cut with bolt cutters. (Cookie will handle).

Secretary Position – Randy and Carolyn Hoffman spoke
regarding the Secretary position. The job used to encompass
more than just minutes, including Club communications, etc.
Carolyn volunteered {Secretary’s note: I must need my head
examined!!}, Randy confirmed and appointed her to the
position. Per Randy – it’s good to have positions like this
filled for the betterment of the club. {I was joking about having
my head examined… I am really looking forward to being
more involved!}
Railroad Operating Battalion – John Sobotka/Carolyn
Hoffman – If you haven’t seen the news on Channel 12 or
Channel 2, or seen the Facebook posts, there was an issue at
the Boonton railroad yard of the URHS where the camo
boxcar is stored. Graffiti “artists” broke into the yard and
painted 8 pieces of equipment, including the boxcar and the
URHS’ baggage car used on the Toys for Tots train. They
also broke into both cars, as locks were missing. Nothing
appears to be missing from either car at this point. Police
reports have been filed. Should anyone be caught, the club
will press charges. Morris County Sherriff has offered $1000
reward for info leading to arrests.
So far, both the Marines and the Boy Scouts have
reached out to offer help so we have them on standby. This
was very hard on the committee. The baggage car was
professionally painted and must be stripped carefully. All the
reporting marks on the boxcar will have to be redone as well.
Jack McDevitt asks about getting better locks – John is
looking into this.
Had a meeting with the Whippany Railway Museum
to run a train on 20 May 2017 for Armed Forces Day. Four
Trips will run that day for the public from 1 to 4 pm (hourly),
with an additional 12 pm train for MTA Members and
volunteers. Jeeps are requested for that day to be displayed
on railroad flat cars. Must be available from 10 am to 6 pm.
Please reach out to John Sobotka if you are interested.
The Morristown & Erie Railroad is donating the
locomotive, crew and fuel for the day. All proceeds from the
train will be split 50/50 with the Whippany Railway Museum.
Museum will handle all publicity. MTA Locomotive in
Morristown will be displayed. Tables for vendors will be set
up. Randy notes that MTA table should be well staffed.
Fred Schlesinger points out that this can help the
RROB pay back the deficit from this year’s Operation Toy
Train. Also, Randy mentions that we need to set a budget for
Operation Toy Train anyhow each year.
5 March 2017 (Saturday) – Train show at Mother
Seton School, Clark, NJ John & Carolyn will be there
promoting the Swap Meet and selling surplus hats & T-shirts
from T4T Train. Will have show fliers and cards, as well as
fliers for 20 May train.
Operation Toy Train 2017 Schedule – 2 December
2017 – Little Ferry to Sparta (NYS&W RR). 3 December 2017
– Walden to Warwick NY (M&NJ RR). 9 December 2017 –
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Meeting adjourned.

A Cure for the Winter Olive Drab Blues
By David Steinert
(Reprinted from January 2007 MPM)
The hustle and bustle of the holidays is finally over.
The temperature outside is dropping to the point that doing
anything outside without more than 5 layers of clothing can
cause hyperthermia. The days are short now and unless your
Better-half has a major project for you inside, the couch
becomes your evening refuge. Your military vehicle is
winterized and parked in a garage or sits in the yard with a
tarp tightly shrouding it from the potentially inclement weather.
The event calendar for the MTA is on hold until the birds fly
north for the spring. The symptoms of cabin fever are starting
to seep into your bones, while the chronic effects of olive drab
fever wait for a prescription to soothe the addiction. A
prescription that won’t be available until warmer weather
comes.
But in the meantime, one of the things I enjoy doing
to keep my sanity during the long winter months is to build
models of my favorite military vehicles from plastic modeling
kits. Today, many of the modeling kits sold by companies
such as Tamiya, Italeri, Dragon and Revell offer a wide
selection of different types of military vehicles, ships and
aircraft representing all eras of time. The detailing on these
models is fantastic right down to the nuts and bolts. By
building these models I have the opportunity to build and
learn about a military vehicle I admire as a substitute for the
full size vehicle that I cannot afford.
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I prefer building the 1/35 scale models, which is
probably the most popular scale to build. With these aging
eyes, a scale any less and I would need a microscope to
assemble the model and a scale any larger means finding a
display area large enough in a house that is already too small
from storing other military collectibles.

out in the garage so I don’t get complaints from the rest of the
household on how I’m making them dizzy or sick…for me it
provides a nice buzz and with the right music I can imagine
myself at Woodstock-1969.
After painting the parts, I gently take a sharp X-acto
knife and cut the parts from the sprue, being careful not to cut
off one of my digits in the process. I then take one of my
wife’s cheap wooden emory-coated fingernail boards, the
ones I usually buy her every Christmas as a stocking stuffer,
and I proceed to file any excess plastic from parts where they
were connected to the sprue. I also file down any mold seams
showing on the larger parts.

Now I’m ready to start gluing the kit together. Many of
the plastic glues available today are non-toxic and so there is
no smell or ill effects from using them in a non-ventilated
area. But, if you’re like me and you want to be nostalgic, you
can always drink a few cans of Coors Light beer to get that
buzz you got when you were a kid doing models with the toxic
glues. But don’t be surprised if you end up with the steering
wheel being a part of the suspension or a headlight being
glued to the exhaust system.
After purchasing the model I want to build, I find an
area of the house that is generally lacking in a lot of traffic and
large enough to set up a small card table. Here I can proceed
with my assembling without causing a major disturbance in
the household. I always pick a place with plenty of lighting, a
temperature that’s comfortable and a place where I can work
and attend to it at my leisure without worrying about having to
move it when we
entertain friends. I
also have a cloth
cover handy to throw
over the project when
I’m not working on it.
This is especially
important if you have
pets. There’s nothing
more disturbing than
seeing your cat’s
teeth clenched around the turret of a tank and quickly darting
to the litter box.
I might get some arguments here, but my preference
is to paint the parts of the kit the correct color before gluing
and assembling. It’s sort of a base coat, which you can touch
up later with a brush. I own a cheap modeling airbrush that
works off a can of compressed air. In my opinion it does an
excellent job. I always spray paint down in the basement or
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I always read ahead in the instructions, so I can
understand what the next step will be and plan for it. This is
especially true, if a part must be painted a different color than
the rest of the vehicle before gluing it in its intended spot.
What I also enjoy about the model kits of today is that
the instructions are printed in several different languages, so
you can actually learn another language while you are
building the model.
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Keeping the History Alive
The MTA participates in parades, ceremonies, and displays for museums and schools. The
MTA is dedicated to educating everyone about historic military vehicles and the
personnel who used them. More than 150 members participate in 20 parades each year as
well as educational events, trail rides, and rallies.
Meetings are held the first Thursday of every month at the American Legion Hall, Legion
Place (off Mt. Pleasant Ave.) Whippany, NJ. Come at 7:00 p.m. to meet fellow military
vehicle enthusiasts while having pizza or a sandwich. Meeting starts at 7:30 p.m.
Join the the MTA for only $20* (per year) and receive:
12 issues of the Motor Pool Messenger newsletter.
FREE classified sales and wanted ads in the newsletter.
Notices of parades, car shows, and other events in which to participate.
*And the Family rate is $25 (per year) Husband, Wife & children under 18 yrs old.

All of today’s manufacturers of plastic model kits have
really good instructions and illustrations on how every section
of the model goes together. If you can read, you should have
no problem…in fact it’s,…”so simple a caveman could do
it”….my apologies to my Neanderthal ancestors.

Sometimes I like to go a step further and design a
diorama for my finished models. Most hobby shops carry a
variety of supplies of modeling landscape, gravel, bushes and
trees. Some manufacturers offer bombed out buildings and
accessories. Additional painted figures can be added to the
diorama for more realism.
My intention for writing this article is to generate some
interest for MTA members to build military models of their own
over the next couple of months. It sure would be nice to have
a table at this year’s MTA Military Vehicle Swap Meet
displaying models built by MTA members
.

From experience I’ve found that patience is the key to
enjoying the hobby of model building. Don’t create pressure
on yourself by setting a time limit when the model should be
complete. Just try and work at it in small steps making sure
both glued and painted parts are completely dried and
hardened before advancing to the next step. I usually use
wooden toothpicks for applying glue to the small parts…I
usually put a box of toothpicks in my wife’s Christmas
stocking each year and that usually gets me through a couple
of model builds (besides, with dental floss, who uses wooden
toothpicks any more)

Remote Control Military Models
By David Steinert
Now if you want to take military modeling to the next
level, how about actually driving your finished model? No, it’s
not like, “Honey, I Shrunk the Kids!” I’m talking about driving
your finish model remotely with a hand held controller.
A few of the companies, like Tamiya that sell static
scale military model kits also offer models that you can build
and are designed for remote control. These model kits are of
course, more expensive than the static model kits, especially
if you are interested in buying some of the larger scaled
remote control kits. Tamiya offers a series of detailed army
th
tanks that are 1/16 in size. These models kits can cost
$1000 or more.

Glue should be applied sparingly to parts, just enough
glue to secure the joints when it dries. Too much glue applied
will deform the very small parts.
Once the model is completely assembled…using an
airbrush or the dry brush method, I apply some simulated
wear and tear to the model using a light tan or watered-down
brown paint. In my opinion you want to make it look like it was
in a battle, but not on the receiving end of an artillery barrage.
MTA of NJ Newsletter
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Radio-controlled tanks are replicas of armored fighting
vehicles that can move, rotate the turret and some even shoot
all by using the hand-held transmitter. Radio controlled tanks
come generally in commercial offerings in:
th
1/35 scale. Probably the best known make in this
scale is by Tamiya.
th
1/24 scale. This scale often includes a mounted
Airsoft gun. The most popular company making this scale is
Tokyo-Marui, but there are imitations made by the company
Heng Long, who offer cheap remakes of the Tokyo-Marui
tanks.

the world is the King tiger in 1/4 scale, over 8 feet (2.4 m)
long.
In the last few years the advancement of radio control
technology and some of the features that are offered on these
tank kits are amazing. A few companies are offering kits
where many of the parts of the tank are made out of metal
rather than plastic, this includes steel tracks. The advantages
being the tanks are more realistic and more durable.

The realism and accuracy of these scaled model
vehicles is amazing. Companies are not only offering tanks,
but half-tracks, staff cars, humvees and deuces.

th

1/16 scale is the more intimidating vehicle design
scale. Tamiya produces some of the best of this scale, these
usually include realistic features like flashing lights, engine
sounds, main gun recoil and - on their Leopard 2A6 - an
optional gyro-stabilization system for the gun.
Chinese manufacturers such as (Heng Long and
Matorro) have recently begun producing a variety of 1/16
tanks and other AFVs.
Both the Tamiya and the Heng Long vehicles can
make use of an Infra-red battle system, which attaches a
small IR "gun" and target to the tanks, allowing them to
engage in direct battle.

But if you are not interested in taking the time to build
the model from a kit, many hobby stores and outlets sell the
vehicles already built and ready to roll.

Other features include realistic engine and track
noises, smoke generators, turrets that rotate 360 degrees and
best of all they can fire Airsoft plastic BBs.
In more private offerings there are 1/6 and 1/4 scale
vehicles available. The largest RC tank available anywhere in
MTA of NJ Newsletter
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To add or remove listings from the Classifieds, please
email Dave Steinert at dsteinert@optonline.net or call
973-347-9091.
Free: One military footlocker - wood with steel cornices; 13" x
17"
x
30";
painted
black;
otherwise
in
good
condition. Delivery can be arranged. Bill McKelvey, 908464-9335 or wjmckelvey@hotmail.com .
For Sale: 1946 ¼-Ton Bantam Trailer, no rust, parade
ready, complete with tarp, asking $900, 1939 Chevy
Pickup, rolling frame, engine, trans, rear, good
running condition, 1999 S10 Cab front clip bed, $300.
I have many Jeep and M37 parts for sale, call Tom
Weaver @ 973-627-9448.
For Sale: 1969 Kaiser M 54 Cargo truck for sale. It is parade
ready. Recently repainted and lovely restored. It has a hard
top, spin on filters, and full vinyl cargo cover with bows / troop
seats and it's a drop side. Tires are like new and include three
new spares. This truck is a steal at $5000.00 call Vinny Cell#
973-476-9544.
Willys Jeep Parts Free to MTA Members-Axle Flange,
Rear, No Wheel Studs; Bell Housing, 1949 Willis Truck, w/
Inspection Plate; Bell Housing, CJ-3A, 10 Hole, 3/8” Starter
Bushing, No Motor Plate, Inspection Hole Cut in Side; Bell
Housing, M-38A1, 10 Hole, w/ Motor Plate, ½” Starter Bolts;
Bell Housing, M-38A1, 10 Hole, w/ Motor Plate, w/ Threaded
Clutch Cable Hole, w/ Stud for PTO; Bracket, Oil Filter To
Block, F-134; Cylinder Head, L-134, w/ Firing Order & Valve
Adjustment, Missing Water Bypass Tapping; Dipstick & Tube,
Indicates ‘FULL’ at 25”, possibly M-38; Flywheel, 12.5” OD,
124 Tooth w/ Bronze Bearing, Surface Rust, But Smooth &
Useable, Used Friction Disc & Pressure Plate Included;
Generator, L-134, 6 Volt; Leaf Springs – Rear, Pair, M-38 (10
Leaf), Needs Bushings / Cushions to Be Perfect; Motor Plate,
M-38 (Late), w/ Back Supports; Motor Plate, M-38, w/ Timing
Hole; Oil Pan, Good Condition; Starter, L-134, 12 Volt, Style
W/O External Switch Mechanism; Transmission Shift Lever
Cover; Valve Cover, F-134, Good Condition; Water Pumps, 1)
w/ Single Belt Pulley, 2) w/ Single Belt Pulley & Fan Blades.
Call Robert 201-226-9289,Saddle Book, NJ.
For Sale: Full set of M35A2 wheel and 9.00 x 20 NDT tire
take-offs. I have a quantity of 12. Tires are fair to poor
condition, but good for spares or trailers. Mix and match any
quantities for $50 each or b/o. Call or email Rich: 732-2361159, r.pascale1@verizon.net (3/16)
For Sale: Looking for a military vehicle? From projects to
ground-up Restorations and everything in between!
Check out:
WWW.USMILITARYVEHICLES.COM
MTA of NJ Newsletter
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Of North Jersey
P.O. Box 393
Budd Lake, NJ 07828
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The next MTA monthly meeting
nd
will be held on March, 2 2017
7:30PM at the Whippany American
Legion Hall, Legion Place, Whppany.
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